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CONCLUDED. 


ND they continued three years with- 
out war between Syria and Iſrael. 

And it came to paſs in the third year, that 
Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah came down 
to the king of Iſrael. 

Now Jehoſhaphat had riches and honour 
in abundance, and joined affinity with Akab. 

(And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto his ſer- 
vants, Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is 
ours, and we be ſail, and take it not out of 
the hand of the king of Syria?) 

And he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, Wilt thou 
go with me to battle to Ramoth-Gilead ? 
And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king of Iſrael, 
Lam as thou art, my people as thy people 
my horſes as thy horſes. 

And Jehoſhaphat ſaid unto the king of 


3 Lirael, Enquire, I Pray thee at the word of 


the Lok p to day. 


Vor. IV. B Then 


2 ZEDEKIAH'S FALSE PROPHECY. Y 
Then the king of Iſrael gathered the pro- 4 | the 
phets together about four hundred men, and 1 Sy 
ſaid unto them, Shall I go againſt Ra- 
moth-gilead to battle, or fhall I forbear? MW ing 
And they ſaid, Go up; for the Lok D ſhiil for 
deliver it into the hand of the king. FS hat 
And jehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here 4 
a prophet of the Lok beſides, that we Mi 
might enquire of him ? "2 no 
And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſha- + | unt 
phat, There is yet one man (Micaiah the woi 
ton of Imlah) by whom we may enquire of of! 
the Lonp ; but I hate him, for he doth no: F'# | 
propheſy good concerning me, but cvil. wh: 
And Jehoſhaphat faid, Let not the king ſpe: 
ſay ſo. 2 4-28 
Then the king of Iſrael called an officer, » unt 
| and ſaid, Haſten hither Micaiah the ſon ct ; moi 
Imlah. | Ane 
And the king of Iſrael, and Jehoſhaphat the 
the king of Judah fat each on his throne, | the 


having put on their robes in a void place in } 7 


the entrance of the gate of Samaria, and ail tim 
the prophets propheſied before them. not! 
And Zedekiah the ſon of Chenanah mae 
him horns of iron: and, he faid, Thus 4 
LORD, : the 
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 MICAIAH'S PROPHECY. 3 


the Lozp, With theſe ſhalt thou puſh the 
Syrians, until thou have conſumed them. 

And all: the prophets propheſied ſo, ſay- 
ing, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and proſper : 
for the LoR D ſhall deliver it into the king's 


hand. 


And the meſlenger that was gone to call 
Micaiah, ſpake unto him ſaying, Behold 
now, the words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy 


2 word, I pray thee, be like the word of one 


of them, and ſpeak that which is good. 

And Micaiah ſaid, As the Lokp liveth, 
what the Lokbp faith unto me, that will 1 
ſpeak. 

So he came to the King, and the king ſaid 
unto him, Micaiah, ſhall we go againſt Ra- 
moth-gilead to battle, or ſhall we forbear ? 
And he anſwered him, Go, and proſper: for 


the Lord ſhall deliver it into the hand of 


the king. 

And the king ſaid unto him, How many 
times ſhall I adjure thee that thou tell me 
nothing but that which is true in the name 
of the Lox D 

And he ſaid, I ſaw all Iiracl ſcattered upon 
the hills, as ſheep that have not a ſhepherd. 
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4 MICAIAH'S PROPHECY. 


And the Lox ſaid, Theſe have no maſter : 
let them return every man to his houſe in 
Peace. | | 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſha- 
phat, Did I not tell thee, that he would pro- 
pheſy no good concerning me, but evil ? 

And he ſaid, Hear thou therefore the 
word of the Loxp: I ſaw the Loxo fitting 
on his throne, and all the hoſt of heaven 
ſtanding by him, on his right hand and on 
his left: 1 
And the Loxp ſaid, Who ſhall perſuade 
Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ra- 
moth-gilead ? and one ſaid on this manner, 
and another ſaid on that manner. 


And there came forth a ſpirit, and ſtood | : 


before the Lord, and ſaid, I will perſuade 
him. 

And the Loryd ſaid unto him, Where- 
with? and he ſaid, I will go forth, and I will 
be a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all his pro- 

phets. And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt perſuade 
him, and prevail alſo: go forth, and do ſo. 

Now therefore behold, the Loxp hath put 
a lying ſpirit in the mouth of all theſe thy 
prophets, and the Loxp hath ſpoken evil 


concerning thee. 
Bu! 


MICAIAH IMPRISONED. 5 


But Zedekiah the ſon of Chenaanah went 
near, and ſmote Micaiah on the cheek, and 


in 

aid, Which way went the Spirit of the Lon 
a- 7 from me to ſpeak unto thee ? 
ro- And Micaiah ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſee 

3 in that day, when thou ſhalt go into an 

the 2 inner-chamber to hide thyſelf. 
ins | T7 And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Take Micaiah 
ven and carry him back unto Amon the governor 


on iT of the city, and to Joaſh the king's ſon ; 
And ſay, Thus faith the king, Put this 
de fellow in the priſon, and feed him with bread 
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a- of affliction and with water of affliction, un- 1 
er, til I come in peace. 


And Micaiah ſaid, If thou return at all in 
od I peace, the Lorp hath not ſpoken by me. 
de And he ſaid, Hearken, O people, every one 
of you. 


re. So the king of Iſrael and Jehoſhaphat the 


jill £7 king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilcad, | 
ro- And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto Jehoſha- | 


de © & phat, I will diſguiſe myſelf and enter into 
the battle, but put thou on thy robes. And | 
the king of Iſrael diſguiſed himſelf, and went f 
by into he battle. | 
vii f But the king of Syria command his 

thirty and two captains that had rule over 
ut ä his 
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6 A HAB SLAIN. 


his chariots, ſaying, Fight neither with ſmal! © 
nor great, ſave only with the king of Iſrael. -4 ma 

And it came to paſs when the captains of 1 
the chariots ſaw Jehoſhaphat, that they ſaid, of 
ſurely, It is the king of Iſrael: therefore they blo 
compaſſed about him to fight: but Jehoſna- cor 
phat cried out, and the Lorp helped him, he 
and Gop moved them to depart from him. < 

And it came to paſs, when the captains of Lia 

the chariots perceived that it was not the | 
king of Iſrael, that they turned back from 
purſuing him. 

And a certain man drew a bow at a ven- 
ture, and ſmote the king of Iſrael between 
the joints of the harneſs : wherefore he ſaid 
unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine 
hand, and carry me out of the hoſt; for I am 
wounded, | 

An the battle increaſed that day: and 
the king was ſtayed up in his chariot again” | 
the Syrians, and died at even: and the blood FF out 

| ran out of the wound into the midſt of tie hay 
| Chariot, | b 5 pres 
And there went a proclamation througiu- 
| out the hoſt about the going down of t:. 1 
jun, ſaying, Every man to his city, and ever. 7 
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man to his own country. | wi 


JEHOSHAPHAT'S ALLIANCE. 7 


So the king died, and was brought to Sa- 
maria; and they buried the king in Samaria. 

"And one waſhed the chariot in the pool 
of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his 
blood; and they waſhed his armour; ac- 
cording unto the word of the Lord which 


he ſpake. 
So Ahab lept with his fathers; and Aha- 
ziah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, | 


It is probable that Jehoſhaphat, when he went to 

viſit Ahab, ſuppoſed him to have been a convert, and 
thought that it would be to the advantage of the king- 
dom of Judah, if he formed an alliance with the king 
of Iſrael, as it was likely to produce harmony amongſt 
thoſe tribes, who had for ſome time been eſtranged 
from each other; and he planned a ſcheme of ſtrength- 
ening the connection, by a marriage between his ſon 
and Ahab's diughter: in this inſtance r 
proceeded according to the rules of worldly policy, wich- 
out conſulting the coill of the Lord, as he ought to 
have done; but ſince he did it inconſiderately, and not 
= preſumptuoully, he was only reproved for it, as you 
n. will read afterwards. 


F © You may remember my dear, that when Ahab ob. 
1 tained his . victory over the Syrians, Ben- 
* hadad entered into a cov enant, to reſtore all the cities 
which his father had for merly taken from the Iſrael- 
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8 ZEDEKIAH'S PROPHECY. 


ites: whether he performed any part of this engage- 
ment or not is uncertain, but it is evident he did no: 
completely fulfil it; for Ramoth-Gilead originally be- 
longed to the tribe of Gad: Jehoſhaphat too eaſily 
gave way to the benevolence of his diſpoſition. You 
find, however, that he would not go out to battle til! 
he had enquired he will of the Log ; neither would 
he hearken to the prophets or prieſts of the groves, 
who aſſured Ahab of ſucceſs. Zedekiah was a leading 


man amongſt them, and to give force to his predictions, 


made uſe of a ſign in imitation of the practice of true 
Prophets. By the horns of iron he meant to repreſent, 
that the Iſraelites ſhould defeat the Syrians with irre- 
ſiſtible force. Jehoſhaphat was apprehenſive of fallacy 
in theſe, and required more ſatisfactory encouragement 
before he would proceed to battle. 

Ahab, with great reluctance, ſent for Micaiah, whom 
it ſeems he had impriſoned from the time that he had 
rebuked .the king on account of his clemency to Ben- 
hadad ; this ſeverity had not intimidated the prophet, 
but he delivered his meſſage with fidelity and confi- 
dence: you muſt however be careful, not to underſtand 
Micaiah's prophecy entirely in a literal ſenſe, The 
beginning of it is certainly ironical ; ** go and proſper, 
Sc.“ (as much as to ſay, if you will ſuffer yourſelf i 
be deluded, you muſt take the conſequences ; for Gov 
will not reſtrain you by violent means) and you find 
that Ahab underſtood it ſo: what followed were un- 
doubtedly the avords of divine inſpiration, and contained 
the prophet's commiſſion from the Lok p to foretel Ahab”: 
death. IJ /axw all Tjrarl ſcattered upon the hills, Oc. 
the remainder appears to have been a kind of par. 
ſpckc: 
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MICAIAH'S PROPHECY, 9 


ſpoken by the prophet, for the admonition of Ahab 
and his people, and therefore we mult not ſuppoſe that 
he had an afual wiew of the ALMIGHTY on the throne 
of heaven. But in reſpe& to ſuch difficult paſſages as 
theſe, my dear, we can go no farther than cogjecture, 
which ſhould always be formed on ſome clear texts of 
ſcripture; now it may be proved“, from many places 
in the bible, that Gov hates liars, and has declared he 
will cut them off; and has alſo commanded, that all 
falſe prophets ſhould be put to death; ſo that we may 
venture to conclude, that Micaiah knowing by divine 
inſpiration, that the Loa D would make theſe lying 
prieſts inſtruments of puniſhment to Ahab for refuſing 
to hear his ſervants, only endeavoured to give force to 
his exhortations by this familiar repreſentation; which 


ſeems to have been ſuited to the conceptions which A- 


hab and his people entertained of the SUPREME BEING. 

It is not neceſſary, my dear, for us to puzzle our- - 
ſelves: with attempting a farther explication of Mi- 
caiah's prophecy, as no chriſtian will infer from it that 


the Lord cau/ed thele prophets to tell lies, and then 


Juftifed. them in it; neither could the Vaelites have 
1magined ſo, if they had properly conſidered the ways of 
the Lox Db, whole juſtice was remarkably - diſplayed 
even in the preſent inſtance. Had Ahab lent a willing 
ear to the divine warning, he would not have gone on 
an expedition that was like'y to prove fatal to him; as 
he deſpiſed it, the Loop left him. to the conſequences. 
of his preſumption and impiety. 

It is rather ſurprizing that Ich ſhaphat ſhould go 
with Ahab, notwithſtanding Micaiah's predictions:; 


* Sec Eſſay for a new Tranſlation. 


B 5 perhaps 
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10 PARTICULAR PROVIDENCE. 


perhaps he might think it right to keep his engage- 


ment, as the prophet had not forbidden him, and A- 
hab's fall only was predicted. Ahab ſeems to have 
gone into the field of battle with great apprehenſion, 
and ſtrove to avoid his fate by diſguiſing his perſon. 
Tehoſhaphat's too eaſy compliance would in all proba- 


bility have coſt him his life, had he not in the inſtant 


of danger cried unto the Lox for help; who know- 

ing the good diſpoſition of his heart, pardoned his 

errors, and protected him from the deſtroying ſword. 
Micaiah's prophecy was now in a great meaſure ful- 


ſilled; for on Ahab's death the Iſraelites were ſcatter 


on the mountains of Gilead, like ſheep having no ſhepherd : 
we find his prediction accompliſhed alſo reſpecting the 
dogs licking the blood of this impious king. 

The hiſtory of Ahab, my dear, affords a variety of 
inſtruction concerning a particular providence, and th: 
Juſtice of Gop's dealings with mankind; we may in 
from many paſſages in it, that no events happen by 
chance; bleſſings are undoubtedly directed by the 2! 
of Gop and misfortunes can never happen without 
Divine permion. To the Supreme Diſpoſer of al! 
things, therefore, we ſhould be thankful for every ci 
cumſtance of our felicity ; and to him ſhould we =. 
dreſs our prayers for deliverance from danger and {iy 
port in affliction, 
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Tus CoxrixvarIOR or THE REIGN of JERO+ 
SHAPHAT KING or JUDAH. 


ND Tehoſhaphat the king of Judah 
returned to his houſe in peace to 
Jeruſalem. 2 
And Fehu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer went 
out to meet him, and ſaid to King Jehoſha- 
phat, Shouldeſt thou help the ungodly, and 
love them that hate the Load ? e is 
wrath. upon thee from before the Lorp. 
Nevertheleſs, there are good things found 


in thee, in that thou haſt taken away the 


groves out of the land, and haſt prepared 
thine heart to ſeek Gov. 
And Jehoſhaphat dwelt at Jeruſalem : 


and he went out again through the people, 


from Beer-ſhcba to mount Ephraim, and 


brought them back unto the LORD Gop of 


their fathers. 


And he ſet judges in the land through. 
out all the fenced cities of Judah, city by 
city, 


. And 


12 JEHOSHAPHAT”S REGULATIONS. 


And ſaid to the judges, Take heed what 
ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the 
Lorp, who is with vou in the judgment. 

Wherefore now let the fear of the LoRD 
be upon you: take heed, and do it: for 
there is no iniquity with the Lord our Gov, 

nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts. 


Moreover, in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat 
ſet of the Levites, and of the prieſts, and of 


the chief of the fathers of Iſrael, for the 


judgment of the Loxp, and for controverſies, 


when they returned to Jeruſalem. 

And he charged them, ſaying, Thus ſhall 
ye do in the fear of the Loxo, faithfully, and 
with a perfect heart. 

And what cauſe foever ſhall come to you 
of your brethren that dwell in their cities, 
between blood and blood, between law and 
commandment, ſtatutes and judgments, ye 
ſhall even warn them that they treſpaſs not 
againſt the Los p, and ſo wrath come upon 
you, and upon your brethren : this do, anc 
ye ſhall not treſpaſs. 

And behold, Amariah the chief prieſt 1: 
over you in all matters of the Lord; and 
Zebadiah the ſon of Iſhmael, the ruler of the 
houſe of Judah, for all the king's matters 
allo 


, 


* 


GOD'S MERCY TO JEHOSHAPHAT. 13 
alfo the Levites ſhall be officers before you. 
Deal courageouſly, and the Lozp ſhall be 


"2 vith the good. 


" ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


It may be conſidered as a great inſtance of the mercy 
of Gov, that Jehoſhaphat returned to his houſe in 
peace, from an expedition which he had ſo inconſider- 
ately undertaken ; but we underſtand, that he did not 
entertain the leaſt inclination for idolatry ;' on the con- 
trary, in the day of battle he put his whole truſt and 
confidence in the Lox p, and earneſtly implored divine 
aſſiſtance ; he was however deſerving of rebuke, and 
therefore the prophet Jehu was graciouſly ſent, to ſhew 
him how he had expoſed himſelf to the divine diſplea- 
fure. By the prophet's reproof to Jehoſhaphat, we are 
taught to avoid the ſociety of impious men, leſt we en- 
courage ſin by appearing to countenance it, and en- 
danger the corruption of our own principles, 

We * likewiſe learn, that Gop 1s not extreme to 


. matk what we do amiſs, and to puniſh for every of- 


fence; neither doth he withdraw his protection every 
time men forfeit it: we muſt not however preſume on 
the forbearance of the Lord, but imitate the example 
of Jehoſhaphat, who repented cf his ſin, and endea- 
voured to repair the injury it might otherwiſe have 
done to religion, or the ſouls of others: he did not 
like Ahab, return to his houſe heavy and diſpleaſed at 
the admonition of the LoR D; but received it with be- 


* Benry's Annotations. 
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14 INSTRUCTIONS TO MAGISTRATES. 


coming humility, and reſolved to viſit every part of hi, 
dominions, that he might perſonally exhort his ſub- 
jets to live agreeably to the commands of Gop : he 
had formerly ſent preachers to inſtruct them, and now 
appointed judges, whoſe buſineſs it was to puniſh the 
violators of the law, and decide controverſies between 
man and man. The charge which he gave theſ: 
Judges, contains excellent inſtructions to all magiſtrates, 
teaching them to examine every cauſe that comes be- 
fore them with caution and impartiality; to conſider 
themſelves as the miniſters of Gop for the puniſhment 
of evil-doers, and the protection of the innocent; and 


to remember that they ought, as far as the infirmities of 


human nature will admit, to imitate the ALMIGHT T 
in his adminiſtration of Juſtice. 

Jehoſhaphat alſo appointed a /preme court, which 
ſat at Jeruſalem, for the deciſion of difficult cauſes : i” 
the inferior judges could not agree about the ſenſe c. 
any law, this court was to determine the controverſy : 
it was compoſed of ſome of the moſt learned amongit 
the prieſts and Levites, for deciſion in caſes relative to 
religion; and of ſome of the wiſeſt and moſt experi- 
enced of the elders of lizael, for che determination ot 
civil cauſes; that is to ſay, ſuch matters as related 10 
the rights of the people, in reſpect to their poſte 
fions, &c. nl 
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NE O T. III. 


Taz Reicn oF AHAZIAH Kine or ISRAEL. 
| OW Ahaziah the ſon of Ahab reign- 


ed in the ſtead of his father. 
And Jehoſhaphat made peace with the 


king of Iſrael. 


And after this did Jehoſhaphat king ct 
Judah join himſelf with Ahaziah king of 
Iſrael, who did very wickedly. 

And he joined himſelf with him to make 
ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh: and they made 
the ſhips in Ezion- geber. 

Then Eliezer the fon of Dodavah of 
Mareſhah propheſied againic Jehoſhaphat, 
ſaying, Becauſe thou haſt joined thyſelf with 
Ahaziah, the Lox hath broken thy works. 
And the ſhips were broken that they were 
not able to go to Tarthiſh, 

Then Moab rebelled againſt Iſrael, after 
the death of Ahab. | 

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice 
in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, 


/ 


16 AHAZIAH'S IMPIETY. 


and was ſick: and he ſent meſſengers, and 
ſaid unto them, Go enquire of Baal-zebub 
the God of Ekron, whether I ſhall recover of 
this diſeaſe. | 

But the angel of the Loxp ſaid to Elijah 
the Tiſhbite, Ariſe, Go up to meet the meſ- 
ſengers of the king of Samaria, and ſay unto 
them, Is it not becauſe there is not a Gop 
in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of Baal-ze- 
bub the god of Ekron? | 
Now therefore thus faith the Loxp, Thou 
fhalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die. 
And Elijah departed. 

And when the meſſengers turned back 
unto him, he ſaid unto them, Why are ye 
now turned back? 

And they ſaid unto; him, There came a 
man up to meet us, and faid unto us, Go, 
turn again unto the king that ſent you, and 
ſay unto him, Thus faith the Loxp, Is it not 
becauſe there is not a God in Itrael, that thon * 7 
ſendeſt to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of = 


Ekron ? therefore thou ſhalt not come down | If 
from that bed on which thou art gone up, fre 
but ſhalt ſurely die. $ . A 


Anc. 


FIRE FROM HEAVEN. 17 
And he aid unto them, What manner of 
man was he that came up to meet you, and 
told you theſe words? 


And they anſwered him, He was an hairy 


man, and girt with a girdle of leather about 
his loins. And he ſaid, It is Elijah the 
Tiſhbite. ö | 
- Then the king ſent unto him a captain of 
fifty, with his fifty. And he went up to 
him. And behold, he far on the top of an 
hill, And he ſpake unto him, Thou man of 
God, the king hath ſaid, Come down. 
And Elijah anſwered, and ſaid to the cap- 
tain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let 
fire come down from heaven, and conſume 
thee and thy fifty. And there came down 
fire from heaven, and conſumed him and 
his fifty. 

Again alſo he ſent vnto him another cap- 
tain of fifty with his fifty, And he anſwered 
and ſaid unto-him, O man of Gop; thus hath 
the king ſaid, Come down quickly. 

And Elyah anſwered and faid unto them, 
If I be a man of Goo, let fire come down 
from heaven, and conſume thee and thy fifty. 
And the fire of Gop came down ſrom hea- 
ven, and conſumed him and his fifty. 

And 


. <> 


18 AHAZIAH'S DEATH. 


And he ſent again a captain of the third 
fifty, with his fifty. And the third captain 
of fiſty went up, and came and fell on his 
knees before Elijah, and beſought him, and 
ſaid unto him, O man of Gov, I pray thee, 
let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſcr- 
vants be precious in thy ſight. 

| Behold, there came fire down from hea- 
ven, and burned up the two captains of the 
former fifties, with their fifties: therefore let 
my life now be precious in thy ſight, 

And the angel of the Lorp ſaid unto 
Elijah, Go down with him; be not afraid of 
him. And he aroſe, and went down with 
him unto the king. | 

And he faid unto him, Thus ſaith the 


LoRp, Foraſmuch as thou haſt ſent meſſen- 


gers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron ; is it not becauſe there is no God in 
Iſrael to enquire of his word? therefore thou 
ſhalt not come down off that bed on which. 
thou art gone vp, but ſhalt furely die, 

So he died according to the word of e the 
Lord which Elijah had ſpoken. And Jeho- 
ram reigned in his ſtead, in the ſecond yea: 
of Jchoram the ſon of Jehoſha-zhat king © 
Judah; becauſe he had no ſon. 
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JEHOSHAPHAT'S KINDNESS. 19 
Now the reſt of the acts of Ahaziah which 
he did, are they not written in the book of 
the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael? 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoſhaphat fill retained a kindneſs for Ahab's fa- 
mily; and as his alliance with them by the marriage 
between his ſon and Ahab's daughter had (we may 
ſuppoſe) been a condition of their promoting each 
others intereſt ; this induced him to admit Ahaziah as 
a partner in the profitable trade which he carried on 
to Ophir; but as Jehoſhaphat was very blameable in 
this particular, he was reproved and puniſhed for it; 
and warned by the breaking of his ſhips, to break off 
his alliance with Ahaziah, and it ſeems he took the 
warning. 

You have read, my dear, that king David gained a 
ſignal victory over the Moabites: this people continued 
in ſubjection to Solomon and Rehoboam ; but after 
the revolt of the ten tribes, they became tributaries to 
the kings of Iſrael, though they had ſtill kings of their 
own, but theſe were little better than viceroys. We 
are not told the exact time when they rebelled ; but 
may conclude, that it was at the latter end of Aha- 


ziah's reign, as we read of no battle fought at this 


period, | 

Though Ahaziah was the ſon of Ahab and fezebel, 

and conſequently muſt have had a very bad education 

yet it might have been expected he would have taken 

warning from the deſtructioa in which his father hack 
been 


20 GOD'S JUSTICE AND MERCY. 


been involved, by crediting the prophets of Baal ; but 
you find, he followed the wicked example of his pa- 
rents : however, he was ſoon ſtopt in his ſinful career 
by a fatal accident. Baal-zebub, the name of the 
idol he ſent to conſult, ſignifies the lord of flies; given 
him, perhaps, on account of ſome deliverance the in- 
habitants of the place had received from a plague of 
flies, which they fooliſhly attributed to-his power. It 
was impoſlible for Ahab to diſhonour the LoxD JE Ho- 
VAH in a greater degree than he did by this action, 
and therefore we muſt acknowledge the ju/zce of the 
Lon in the ſevere meſſage he ſent him by his pro- 
phet; neither muſt we overlook the mercy of God in 
this inſtance ; for there is the greateſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that though Ahaziah was threatened with death for ſend- 
ing to enquire of a dumb idol, yet if he had humbled 


himſelf and ſought the living Gon, the ſentence might 
have been remitted ; inſtead of doing ſo, you find he 
defied the Lox D, and ſent three parties of ſoldiers to 


ſeize the prophet by violence, and bring him into his 
preſence. Ahaziah was well acquainted with the per- 
ſon of Elijah, and judged, from the deſcription his 
meſſenger gave, that it was certainly he who ſent them 


back. The captains who commanded the two firſt 


bands, ſeem to have had the ſame bad principles 
with their ſovereign ; for inſtead of addreſſing Elijah 
with reverence, they called him in contempt of the Lou 
Jenovan, the man of Gon;” and impiouſly pre- 
ſumed to command the ſervant of the Supreme Be- 
ing to attend their wicked prince: this was ſuch an 
open defiance of God, as called for immediate venge- 
ance ; and therefore the Lord ſent fire from heaven 
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GOD'S PROTECTION OF PROPHETS. 21 


to deſtroy theſe wicked blaſphemers and their follow- 
ers. You muſt not ſuppoſe, my dear, that Elijah had 
the command of the elements, and could deal forth de- 


Rruction according to his own will and pleaſure on all 
who offended him by perſonal inſults ; neither would 
ſo good a man have taken ſuch ſevere revenge for pri- 
vate injuries done to himſelf, becauſe he would in ſuch 


a.caſe, have ated contrary to his duty; but on this 
occaſion he ſpake as the Lorp inſpired him, who 
cauſed him to pronounce thoſe words before the judg- 
ment was inflicted, in order to prove that he was, as he 
profeſſed to be, the man or prophrt of Gon ; who would 
not ſuffer his ſervants to be perſecuted as ſuch with 
impunity, ſince forbearance would have given room for 
idolaters to triumph, and would have brought diſgrace 


on true religion. There was no wantonneſs of cruelty 


in the Sur REME BEING; on the contrary, the cap- 
tain who humbly deprecated the wrath of Gop was 
freely ſpared, and Elijah was ordered to accompany 
him; by which means this officer was ſecured from the 
puniſhment which the king would moſt likely have con- 
demned him to, if he had returned without executing 
his royal commands. 

Elijah did not endeavour to conceal himſelf from 
Ahaziah ; for repeated deliverances had taught him to 
repoſe confidence in the Provipexcs of Gop ; nei- 
ther did he ſeek to gain reſpect by his outward appear- 
ance : for his beſt attire, as we may judge by the meſ- 
ſenger's deſcription, was a hairy garment, faſtened with 
a leathern girdle; yet, in this mean garb, how truly 
honourable was he; enlightened by the Hol SpIRIT, 
ſuſtained by miracles, and commiſſioned to reprove kings! 

* Elijah 


22 ELIJAH'S INTREPIDITY. 


Elijah did not enter the apartment of the monarc!, 
as a priſoner, but in the ſpirit and power of the Loxy, 
boldly to perform the prophetic office, and declare to 
Ahaziah's face, the ſentence he had been commande 
by Gop to pronounce upon him: the fear of the Lon 
fell on this wicked king and all preſent, which reſtrain. 
ed them from offering violence to Elijah; and he ſoon 
ſaw the accompliſhment of his prophecy in the death 
of Ahaziah, who reigned only two years. 
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EC TT IV: 
ThE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH THE PROPHET, 


A ND it came to paſs when the Loxp 
would take up Elijah into heaven by 
a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Eliſha 
from Gilgal. | 

And Elijah faid unto Eliſha, Tarry here, 
I pray thee: for the Loxp hath ſent me to 


Beth-el. And Eliſha ſaid unto him, As the 


Loxp liveth ; and as thy foul liveth, I will 
not leave thee. So they went down to 
Beth-el, 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at 
Beth-el came forth to Eliſha, and ſaid unto 
him, Knoweſt thou that the LORD will take 
away thy maſter from thy head to day? and 
he ſaid, Yea, I know it; hold you your peace. 

And Elijah ſaid unto him, Eliſha tarry 
here, I pray thee; for the Lox hath ſent me 
to Jericho. And he ſaid, As the Lorp 
liveth, and as thy foul liveth, I will not leave 
thee, So they came to Jericho. 

And the ſons of the prophets that were at 
Jericho came to Eliſha, and ſaid unto him, 
; 5 Knowelt 
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 Knoweſt thou that the Lok D will take away 
thy maſter from thy head to-day? and he 
anſwered, Yea, I know it; hold you your 
N | 
And Elijah ſaid unto him, Tarry, I pray 
thee, here; for the Loxp hath ſent me to 4 
Jordan. And he ſaid, As the Lorp liveth, ther 
and as thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee. . $ the 
And they two went on. mot 
And fifty men of the ſons of the prophets and 
went, and ſtood to view afar off: and they | 7 I 
two ftood by Jordan. | tell 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrappe! the 
it together, and ſmote the waters, and they | . A 
were divided hither and thither, ſo that they | fell 
two went over on dry ground. | 
And it came to paſs when they were gone 
over, that Elijah ſaid unto Eliſha, Aſk wha: Fa 
I ſhall do for thee, before I be taken away FF 
from thee. And Eliſha ſaid, I pray ther, 2 
let a double portion of thy ſpirit be upon | 
me. 


And he ſaid, Thou haſt aſked a hard 
thing: mevertheleſs, if thou ſee me when | 
am taken from thee, it ſhall be ſo unto 
thee ; but if not, it ſhall not be ſo. 
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"And it came to paſs as they ſtill went on, 
and talked, that behold, there appeared a 
X chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, and parted 
chem both aſunder; and Elijah went up by 
XZ a whirlwind into heaven. 

to 1 And Eliſha ſaw it, and he cried, My fa- 
eth, 3 ther, my father, the chariot of Iſrael, and 
ace. the horſemen thereof. And he ſaw him no 
3 more: and he took hold of his own clothes, 
1ct; and rent them in two pieces. ED 
He took up alſo the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him, and went back, and ſtood by 
pe the bank of Jordan; 

hey And he took the mantle of Elijah that 
hey fell from him, and ſmote the waters, and 
aid, Where is the Lord Gop of Elijah? 


* . 
„ 5 
e eee > 


one and when he alſo had ſmitten the waters, 
hat they parted hither and thither : and Eliſha 
vay | z went over. 

er, And when the ſons of the prophets which 


on © were to view at Jericho ſaw him, they ſaid, 


The ſpirit of Elijah doth reſt on Eliſha. 


nl | : themſelves to the ground before him. 
10 And they ſaid unto him, Behold now, 
| there be with thy ſervants fifty ſtrong men; 


let them go, we pray thee, and ſeek thy 
nc : Vo I. IV. 1 -- maſter: 


And they came to meet him, and bowed 
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maſter : leſt peradventure the ſpirit of the ng 
Loxp hath taken him up, and caſt him up- = 
on ſome mountain, or into ſome valley, WF 
And he ſaid, Ye ſhall not ſend. _ e 
And when they urged him till he was 0 
aſhamed, he ſaid, Send. They ſent there- 145 
fore fifty men; and they ſought three days, . | 4 oo 
but found him not, | 2 dev. 
And when they came again to him (for lem 
they tarried at Jericho) he ſaid unto them, We 
; and 
Did I not ſay unto you, Go not? | 3 Jeri 
5 en 

It 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It appears that the Logn had made known to Elijah, 
that he ſhould ſoon be removed from this world; en 
which account he viſited the ſons of the prophets in "2 
their ſchools or colleges, in order to admoniſh, inſtruct, = 
and bleſs them, before his departure: there is no doubt 5 1 
but the thoughts of loſing the advantage of his dircc- | 
tion and example, muſt have filed them a/l with great | 
concern; but Eliſha was particularly affected on this 
occaſion, for he not only honoured Elijah on account cf 
his high ofice, but alſo entertained great affection au 
eſteem for him as a man of ſingular virtue and pier, 
the loſs of whoſe company he ſhould moſt likely ha? 
daily cauſe to deplore ; he therefore reſolved to atten! 


him to the laſt, being deſirous of receiving as much 
advantage as poſſible, from his converſation ; for !1 


ICaivn, 
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| reaſon, he was diſpleaſed with the interruption of 


| to his forrow. 

Conſidering the great maſſacre which Jezebel had a 
| few years before made of the prophets, it is ſurprizing 
to read of there being ſuch numbers of them at this 
9 period; but it was an act of God's particular provi- 


here- | | 
- 3X dence, ** to * preſerve the ſchools, where men were 


days, 155 1 trained and employed in the exerciſes ef religion and 
"ZZ devotion, and to which good people reſorted, to ſo- 
(for "= lemnize the appointed feaſts with prayer and praiſes 


* ben they had not conveniencies for ſacrifice or incenſe, 

4 and were prevented from going to the Temple at 
jeruſalem: and thus religion was kept up in a time of 
general apoltacy.” 


It is likely, that thoſe who ſtood to view afar off, 
I. were deſirous of attending Elijah; but kept at a diſ- 


tance when they found that Eliſha wiſhed to be alone 
"i | 3 with his maſter; they were however ſufficiently near 
1 F 8 3 1 to be eye-witneſſes of che event. 

2 | I 790 i + may be ſuppoſed, that the dividing'of the river 
doubt! A Jordan was ordered by the Lo p, for an aſſurance to 
. | g Elijah, that he would as certainly tranflate him to a 
Len | % place of happineſs, as he had conducted the Iſraelites 

> ,. do the land of Canaan.” 


on this f s . : : 
Eljah being pleaſed with the conſtancy of Eliſha's 


affection and attendance, permitted him to af what 
; he ſhould do for him? Eliſha, knowing that he was 
anointed to ſacceed his maſter as cor FaTurr of 
* the PROPHETS, earneſtly Cefred to be eminently qua- 
 lified for the important ſervices he might be required 


unt ef 
on and 
piety, 
y have 
attend 
s much 
for dus 1 * Henry's Annotations. + Ibid» 

reatul, 8 E 2 FIR 


| thoſe, who could only tell him, what he already knew 


28 ELIJAH'S TRANSLATION. 


to perform: he well knew that the HoLy Syircr 


expectation he had of great oppoſition from the impious 
king, who at that time reigned over Iſrael. 


receive this diſtinguiſhing honour. 


phet's power to beftow as his own right; all he could 
do, was, to intreat the Lord to transfer the ineſtimable 


in ſuch a degree as ſhould ſeem good to infinite wil 


| when he told Eliſha, that if he ſhould /e him when be 


was taken from him, he might conſider this circuin- 


dear maſter taken up triumphantly to heaven ; vet, 
* notwithſtanding “ he received the appointed token 
that his requeſt would be granted, he could not refrain 
his ſorrow for his own and Iſrael's loſs, but brake font! 
into pathetic lamentations; my father ! my father ! 
the chariot of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof!“ E119 


* Henry's Annotations. 


which inſpired Elijah, was the gift of Gop; but 
begged for this prophet's inferceſton with the Lon, | 
that he might have a double portion of it; as Elijah © 
had, in thoſe intervals wherein he was /rf# to himyel!f, | 
committed errors, Eliſha wiſhed to be at all times un- 
der the guidance of Divine DIRECTION; from an - 
humble ſenſe of the infirmities of his nature, and the 


gift he himſelf had fo long enjoyed, to his ſucceſſor, | 


I dom. We may ſuppoſe, that Elijah ſpake prophetics!!; | 


ſtance, as agu that the LoRx D would grant his deſire: the 
event happened agreeable to his wiſhes ; he ſaw his | 


conſidered himſelf as a fatherle!s child, thrown on the + 


Elijah 
could not give his friend immediate ſatisfaction, but 
adviſed him to continue his attendance, that he might 4 
be prepared, and in a proper diſpoſition of mind, to | 
He had aſked a | 
hard thing, what was indeed, beyond this great pro- 
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ad the = holy man, was like the routing of an army, an irre- 
1pious "IF parable loſs.” 
Elah 5 The miraculous manner in which Elijah was taken 
„but from earth is very aſtoniſhing ; and it is impoſſible to 
might | give a more ſatisfactory explanation of it, than that 
ad, to Z which we find in the ſcriptures ; becauſe there is no 
ked a | 4 accounting for it by natural means, as it was an extra- 
; 3 ordinary act of ALvicaty Pow, exerted for a pe- 
* 1 culiar purpoſe. 
mable : Numbers of the prophets had been Anat by Gop 
—_ | : to come to untimely ends, which had given occaſion 
* 0 | . to wicked men to exult over their ſurvivors, and to 
diſpute the power and goodneſs of the Lord, as he 
2M 1 had not interpoſed to preſerve his ſervants from the 
= : rage of their enemies: that remaining prophets, there- 
fore, might not be intimidated by the miſerable fate 
ca A of their predeceſſors, from diſcharging their duty, it 
yet > pleaſed God to convince them, that there was another 
een world, in which they would be ſecure from the perſe- 
cn = cutions of their enemies, and receive a recompence for 
1100 all the ſufferings they ſhould endure on earth: nothing 
33 x com more effectually anſwer this purpoſe, than the 
n he . viſible tranſlation of Elijah ; as it pointed out to the 
1 faithful, that thoſe holy men who went before, were 
5 exalted to a ſtate of happineſs, though their exaltation 
Wide | C 3 was 


Elijah 
impelf, - 
25 un- 


a 


— 


youth. The people of Iſrael had loſt their beſt guard; 
for this prophet, by his counſel, reproofs, and prayers, 


| wickedneſs would otherwiſe have provoked, and was, 


on this account, better to them than the Hrongeſt force 
/ horſes and charicts : the departure therefore of th s 


= ELIJAHn'S TRANSLATION. 2g 
ide world, for Elijah had been the guide of his 


; bur 


| had kept off the judgmeats of Gon, which their 


r 
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was not apparent to mortal eyes, becauſe they left their 
bodies behind them; but we may reaſonably conjecture, 
(from many text in ſcripture) that their deaths had 
been made eaſy to them by the comforts of the Hour 
SPIRIT; and that their fouls were honcured in the 
fight of angels, who conducted them to that paradiſe of 
reſt appointed by the Sur REE Bern, for thoſe, 
Who by patient continuance in weil-doing, ſeth fer glory 
and IMMORTALITY. If any one amongſt the pro- 
phets deſerved to be exempted from death as a reward, 
furely it was Elijah; who had fo often boldly expoſed 
his life, in the diſcharge of the duties of his office. 
How his body was changed, and rendered fit for a ce- 
leſtial exiſtence, is a vain enquiry, for it is impoſſible 
for us to know. | 

Eliſha, when his tranſport of grief was over, clad 
Himſelf in Elijah's mantle, which he received as a token 
of the deicent of the HoLy SPIRIT upon him; and 
willing to try whether he was alſo inveſted with the 
power of Elijah, he ſmote the waters of Jordan, car- 
neſtly ſeeking the aid of the Lord, and received the 
ſame favour 2s had been lately granted to his maſter, 
This miracle was a convincing proof to the ſons of the 
prophets, who were ſpectators of it, that the Spirit 
w hich inſpired Elijah, did reſt upon Eliſha, and that he 
was entitled to the ſame reſpe& as they had becn ac- 
cuſtomed to pay to his predeceſſor; they therefore 
readily ſubmitted to him as their chef or father, vehiicil 
no doubt was a great encouragement to Eliſha. 

The propoſal which the prophets made to ſearch to: 
E'ijah, might proceed from their affection fur him, 


which inclined them to hope that he would yet be 
(topo! 
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ſtored to them; or they might think it neceſſary to 
make this ſearch, in order to juſtzfy to the people 
: their acceptance of Eliſha in his ftead. Eliſha was at 
laſt aſhamed to oppoſe them, leſt he ſhould be thought 
| wanting in reſpect to his old maſter, or reluctant to 


= reſign his mantle. 
Elijah left this world in the beginning of the reign 


hoſe, BY: 
% ol Jehoram king of Iſracl, whoſe hiſtory you will 
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ELISHA RH EATLZTH THe WATERS of JERICHO-- 
IT'nE CHILDREN OF BETHELSLAIN BY Beaxs. 


ND the men of the city ſaid unto Eli. 

| ſha, Behold, I pray thee, the ſituation 
of this city is pleaſant, as my lord ſeeth: 
but the water is naught, and the ground 
barren, 

And he ſaid, bring me a new cruſe, and 
put ſalt therein. And they brought it to 
A | 
And he went forth unto the ſpring of the 
waters and caſt the ſalt in there, and ſaid, 
Thus faith the Lorp, I have healed theſe 


waters; there ſhall not be from thence any 


more death, or barren land. 

So the waters were healed unto this day, 
according to the ſaying of Eliſha which he 
ſpake. | 

And he went up from thence unto Beth- 
el: and as he was going up by the way, 
there came forth little children out of the 
city, and mocked him, and faid unto him, 
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CHILDREN OF BETHEL. 33 


"XZ Go up, thou bald-head, go up, thou bald- 


head. 1477 50 ; 
And he turned back, and looked on them, 


and curſed them in the name of the Lord. 
And there came forth two ſhe-bears out of 
the wood, and tare forty and two children 


of them. 
And he went from thence to mount Car- 
mel, and from thence he returned to Samara. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


Eliſha it ſeems, went on to Jericho ; here he waited 
whilſt the fifty men went in ſearch of Elijah; the in- 
habitants of the place, willing perhaps to prove his 
power, informed him of the unwholeſomeneſs of the 
water, and the barrenneſs of the ſoil. 

Jericho“ was the firſt city which the Iſraelites took, 
after they paſſed the river Jordan; there is reaſon to 
fuppoſe, that the inhabitants were incorrigibly wicked, 
for they were all extirpated by the command of the 
Lord, excepting Rahab the harlot and her relations ; 
the Iſraelites were ſtrictly enjoined to deſtroy the city, 
and every thing in it but the veſſels of ſilver and gold, 
which were conſecrated to the ſervice of the Taber- 
nacle; and that the ruins of Jericho might remain as 
a monument of Gup's wrath againſt the Canaanites, 
and of his mercy to his choſen people, Joſhua, in the 
name of the Logo, forbid them to rebuild it; aſſuring 


* Sec. xxvili. vol. its 
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them, 


35 WATER OF JERICHO. 
them, that whoever ſhould attempt it, ©* aweuld lay the 
Soundation in his firſt-born ; and in his youngeſt ſon ſhould 
he jet up the gates of it.”” This threatening (Which im- 
plied that the whole poſterity of the man who pre- 
ſumed to build on that ſpot, ſhould be cat off) proved 
effectual for a great number of years; but at length, 
in the days of Ahab king of Iſrael, * Hiel, one of the 
idolatrous inhabitants of the city of Bethel, in de- 
fiance of the curſe well-known in Iſrael, began to build 
it: his eldeſt ſon died immediately, as Joſhua had fore- 
told; but Hiel proceeded in contempt of the Divine 
WRATH, and gradually loſt all his children, the young- 
eſt of whom was cut off j uſt as he had compleated his im- 
pious work: the bleſſing of the Log was however de- 
nied to the city, till it pleaſed Gop to reſtore, by the 
hand of Eliſha, wholeſomeneſs to the water, and fer- 
tility to the ſoil, for the benefit of his ſervants the pro- 
phets, who had a ſchool there. 

After this acceptable ſervice was performed for the 
city of Jericho, Eliſha departed thence, in order to viſit 
another ſchool of the prophets at Bethel : in this city 
was one of the golden calves which Jeroboam ſet up as 


an object of worſhip, to which abominable idolatry the 


inhabitants of the place fill adhered ; there is reaſon 
to think, that they had received intimation of Eliſha's 
approach, and regarding him as their profeſſed adver- 


fary, reſolved to treat him with deriſion and contempt; 


for this purpoſe they ſent their chilaren or young men |, 


0 


* See Sect. lvi. of vol. ii. * Theſe comments on the death 
of the children of Bethel, are taken from the vindication of Eli{h's 
conduct towards them, which may be found in © Dr, Syaryr's 
fecend Argument in defence of Chriſtianity, Cc.“ This learned 


author 
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CHILDREN OF BETHEL. 33 
to infult him not merely as an old man, but as the 
ſervant of the Lon Dp IEHOVAUH. The indignity was 
not intended againſt Eliſha alone: they did not only 
feflect upon his age, perſon, and character, by calling 
him BAD HEAD, but upon his maſter Elijah, and in him 
upon the ſervice and ſervants of Gop, and even upon 
Gov Himſelf: for when they ſaid to Elitha, co vue, 
and repeated it, they meant to bid him aſcend as his 
maſter had done before him, who went up, you know, 
by a whirlwind into heaven. It is very likely, that 
theſe impious youths, who came forth out of the city . 
and mocked, would have gone farther, and might have 
killed the good old man : we cannot therefore wonder, 
that Eliſha was commanded to cure (or doom them to 
deſtruction) by the authority of the Lox D; nor that fo 
dreadful a judgment was inflicted on them; for the ho- 
nour of Gob was concerned in the preſervation of his 
holy prophet, and the puniſhment of ſuch open inſult- 
ers of his choſen ſervant, 

Eliſha, in every inſtance of his life which is record- 
ed, appears to have been of a mild, benevolent diſ- 
poſition ; from which there is reaſon to conclude, that 
he would have forgiven any perſonal affront to him- 
ſelf: and therefore we cannot ſuppoſe, that he would 
have been ſo ſevere, 23 to have curſed a number of little 
boys and girls, who were playing innocently in the 


* 


author informs us, that the Hebrew word, here rendered LITTLE, 
is a general term for quantity or quality; which, when applied to the 
offspring of men, does not always imply /ic/c, or ſmall in ſtature, 


| but is oftentimes uſed to difinguith them from the more advanced in 
' years, the young from the old. 


Thie other word, is in very many 


places uſed for young men and ſervants. 


C 6 ſtreets, 


36 REVERENCE FOR THE AGED. 


ſtreets, merely for obſerving the naked appearance of 
his head, and deſiring him to paſs on, and not diſturb 
their mirthful ſport: though even little children would 
have been deſerving of rebuke and chaſftiſement, if their 
parents had taught them the reverence due to the aged; 
but if the inhabitants of Bethel brought up their chil- 
dren from their early infancy, to deſpiſe and ſcoff at 
the miniſters of the Loxp; they certainly provoked 
God to ſend judgments upon zhem/elves > and no cir- 
cumſtance could have afflicted theſe ſinners more, than 
having their /it//e ones torn to-pieces by a furious wild 
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| beaſt, fince even wicked perſons uſually have great af. 1 
fection for their offspring; as for the poor children, 1 
death could not be an evil to them in ſuch a caſe, but b by 
a mercy, ſince it did but remove them from a world | 3 
where they were devoted to vice and impiety, into a 3 
ſtate of perfect happineſs. So, my dear, whether ; I tha 
thoſe who were ſlain by bears were young men or liille © 
children, the juſtice of Gop clearly appears, and the | 4 8 
prophet is vindicated from the imputation of cruelty; | 7 Jet 
and I hope you will remember the hiſtory of this dread- | ? Iſr 
ful viſitation, that you may regulate your own con- | 1 
duct by it, both in relation to the reſpect which it i. 
becomes you to pay to perſons grown venerable by e, 
perience and a good life, and the reverence which + | 7 175 
due to the miniſters of Gop. | : th 
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| Tus BEGINNING oF THE REICN or JORAM,. 
| -(catLed als0 JEHORAM) Kino or ISRAEL. 


Z A TOW Jehoram the ſon of Ahab began 
| to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, in 
the eighteenth year of Jehoſhaphat king of 
Judah, and reigned twelve years. 

And he wrought evil in the ſight of the 


"2 Loxp; but not like his father, and like his 


a 4 mother : for he put away the image of Baal 
that his father had made. 

f Nevertheleſs, he cleaved unto the ſins of 
fleroboam the ſon of Nebat, which made 
Iſrael to ſin; he departed not therefrom, ' 


And Meſha king of Moab was a ſheep- 
maſter, and rendered unto the king of Iſrael 
an hundred thouſand lambs, and an hundred 


x thouſand rams with the wool. 
But it came to paſs when Ahab was dead, 


that the king of Moab rebelled againſt the 
king of Iſrael. | 
And he went and ſent to Jehoſhaphat the 
King of Judah, ſaying, The king of Moab 
hath 
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33 CONFEDERATE KINGS. 


hath rebelled againſt me; wilt thou go 
with me againſt Moab to battle? and he 
ſaid, I will go up: I am as thou art, my 
people as thy people, and my horſes as thy 
horſes. | 

And he ſaid, Which way ſhall we go up? 
and he anſwered, The way through the 
wilderneſs of Edom. 

So the king of Iſrael went, and the king 

of Judah, and the king of Edom, and they 
fetched a compaſs of ſeven days journey: 
and there was no water for the hoſt, and for 
the cattle that followed them. 

And the king of Iſrael ſaid, Alas, that the 
Loxp hath called theſe three kings together | 
to deliver them into the hand of Moab. a 

But Jehoſhaphat ſaid, Is there not here a chi 
prophet of the Loxp, that we may enquire | 1 : 
of the Loxp by him? and one of the king | u 
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of Iſrael's ſervants anſwered and ſaid, Here ley 
is Eliſha the ſon of Shaphat, which poured | a dr: 
water on the hands of Elijah. | | be 
And Jehoſhaphat ſaid, The word of the 7 
Lord is with him. So the king of Ifrac], of 
and Jehoſhaphar, and the Kiag of Edom | al 
went Sowa. to him, 5 


And 
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EL ITS HA's INDIGNATION. 39 
And Eliſha faid unto the king of Iſrael, 


What have I to do with thee? get thee to 
| the prophets of thy father, and to the pro- 
phets of thy mother. And the king of I{- 
rael ſaid unto him, Nay : for the Loxp hath 
| | called theſe three kings together, to deliver 
them into the hand of Moab. 


And Eliſna ſaid, as the LORD of hoſts 


3 liveth, before whom 1 ſtand, ſurely, were it 
not that I regard the preſence of Jehoſhaphat 
the king of Judah, I would not look toward 
| thee, nor ſee thee. . 


But now bring me a minſtrel. And it 
came to paſs when the minſtrel played, that 
the hand of the Log D came upon him. 

And he faid, Thus ſaith the Loxp, Make 
this valley full of ditches. 

For thus faith the Lorp, Ye ſhall not ſee 
wind, neither ſhall ye ſee rain; yet that val- 
ley ſnall be filled with water, that ye may 
drink, both ye and your cattle, and your 
beaſts. 

And this is but a light 1 in the Gght 
of the Lord : he will deliver the Moabites 
alſo into-your hand. 

And ye ſhall ſmite every fenced city and 
every choice city, and ſhall fell every good 

2 tree, 


4 MOABITES SMITTEN. 


every goed piece of land with ſtones. 


And it came to paſs in the morning, when 


the meat-offering was offered, that behold 
there came water by the way of Edom, and 
the country was filled with water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the 
kings were come up to fight againſt them, 
they gathered all that were able to put on 
armour, and upward, and ſtood in the 
border. | 

And they roſe up early in the morning, 
and the ſun ſhone upon the water, and the 
Moabites ſaw the water on the other ſide as 
red as blood ; 

And they ſaid, This is blood : the kings 
are ſurely ſlain, and they have ſmitten one 
another: now therefore, Moab to the ſpoil, 

And when they came to the camp of I. 
rael, the Iſraelites roſe up and ſmote the 
Moabites, ſo that they fled before them; but 
they went forward ſmiting the Moabites, 
even in their country. 

And they beat down the cities, and on 
every good piece of land caſt every man his 
ſtone, and filled it; and they ſtopped all 
the wells of water, and felled all the good 
ee. 


tree, and ſtop all wells of water, and mar 


A 


af 
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KING OF MOAB'S INHUMANITY. 41 


mar trees: only in Kir-haraſeth left they the 
ſtones thereof; howbeit, the ſlingers went 
about it, and ſmote it. 7 1 
'F And when the king of Moab ſaw that the 
. I battle was too ſore for him, he took with 
3 him ſeven hundred men that drew {words to 
t the break through even unto the king of Edom: 
dem, 1 but they could not. 
t on Then he took his eldeſt ſon that ſhould 
the have reigned in his ſtead, and offered him 
ſor a burnt offering upon the wall. And 
ing, there was great indignation againſt Ifrael: 
the and they departed from him, and returned 
e as to their own land. 


22885 


„ 7 , ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS, 


74 Joram“, we find, put away the image of Baal; per- 
haps Jehoſhaphat had influenced him in this particu. 
lar, but he ſtill retained thoſe abominations by which 
* jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, had originally provoked 
but tt/e anger of the Lok p. 
tes, > The rebellion of the Moabites was mentioned in a 
former ſection; but we do not find that Ahaziah made 
any attempt to reduce them, notwithſtanding the tri- 


Of 

11 bute which the king of Moab paid was a coniid erable 
we | revenue to the crown. Joram, ſ-nlible of the folly of 
all his s predeceſſor, reſolved to chailiſe the rebels, and hav- 
O00 | * See Henry's Annotations, 
2 ing 


42 JEHOSHAPHAT'S PIETY. 


ing a juſt opinion of Jehoſhaphar's merit, ſolicited him 
to be his confederate, which he readily conſented to, 
T think we may conclude, from the general tenor of 
Ichoſhaphat's conduct, that he thought it his duty to 
aſſiſt the king of Iſrael in ſach a cauſe, as he had rea- 
ſon to think he had renounced idolatry. Jehoſhaphat 
did not firſt enquire the will of the Lord, ſuppoſing 
perhaps, that the king of Iſrael would do ſo, and hare. 
fore turned his attention towards collecting all the 
forces he could ; and for this purpoſe demanded the 
aid of the king of Edom, who was no more than a 
deputy under him. The plan which Jehoſhaphat pro- 
poſed, appeared a very politic one ; but the execution 
of it brought the three kings into ſuch diſtreſs, as no- 
thing but the providence of Gop could deliver them 
from. The king of Iſrael began to reproach the Lox» 
as the author of their misfortune; but Jehoſhaphat 
wiſely and piouſly wiſhed to enquire, by the mouth of 
ſome holy prophet, by what means they might be re-- 
lieved in this unhappy ſituation, and whether the pre- 
ſent enterprize was agreeable to the divine will. 

We may ſuppoſe that Eliſha attended this tedious 
march by the appointment of Gor, that he might 
prove by his counſel; and direction e chariot of 
Tjrael, and the horſemen thereof, as Elijah had formerly 
been. It 1s likely that there were many in this com- 
bined army to whom the prophet was known, though 
he kept himſelf concealed from the kings, till ther 
ſhould wiſh fur his preſence. 

Jehoſhaphat had ſuch honour for a prophet with 
whom the word of the Loap was, that he willing'y 
condeſcended to viſit Eliſha in perſon, inſtead of ſend- 
ing 
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E LIS H A''S LN DPIGNAT ION. 43 


Ling to fetch hin; the other two kings were compelled 


2 by their neceſſities to attend them; for they could not 
: 3 expect the prophet would obey their ſummons, as ny 


Elikka knew that Jehoram was not reformed, 8 


| he had with intereſted views put away the image of 


4 Baal; he therefore beheld him with a holy indigna- 
7 tion, which diſturbed his mind ſo, that he required a 


* doit; 


1 muſician to be ſent for ; who by playing on a harp and 


ſinging pſalms, calmed the tumult of his ſpirits: from 


1 this circumſtance we may judge, that it is proper for 
” thoſe who deſire communion with Gop, to keep 


their ſpirits quiet and ſerene, ſince they are not pre- 


| pared even for prayer and praiſe till they can lift up 


their thoughts to heaven. Eliſha was however guilty 


of no fin in his behaviour to Jehoram, as he kept his 


anger within due bounds, and diſmiſſed it ſo ſoon. 

The order which the prophet gave to the ſupplant 
kings, to make the valley full of ditches, was to try 
their faith and obedience; the ſapply of waters, he 
foretold, could not come by natural means, and there- 
fore when it came, was an earneſt of the victory which 
was alſo promiſed. Ic is ſuppoſed, that on this occa- 
fion the water miraculouſly ſprang from ſome of the 
fountains of the great deep; (the Aryss, which is 
thought to be in the center of the earth) which like 
the waters above the firmament, are under the controul 
and direction of the GREAT CREATOR. 

It is obſervable, that this relief came juſt at the time 
of offering the morning ſacrifice at the Temple in 
Jeruſalem ; this was in thoſe days a fixed hour of 
prayer; and it ſeems to have been the cuſtom of thoſe 

amongit 
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44 THE MOABITES SELF-DECEPTON, 


amongſt Gop's faithful people, who were at a diſtance 
from the Holy Altar, to preſent their petition; to the 
ALMIGHTY at the ſame hour; by which means, they, 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe, joined the congregation. 

The Moabites knew the valley was a dry one, and 
as there had not been any rain, they had no thought; 
of its being full of water; and as they were not on!y 
unjuſt in their revolt from Iſrael, but contemners of 
God's holy religion, they were permitted to deceis 
themſil ves to their deſtruction. 

The action of the king of Moab, in ſacrificing his 
eldeſt ſon, fills one with horror: it is ſuppoſed he did 
it to obtain the favour of Chemoth, his idol; there 
was great indignation againſt Iſrael for driving him 
to this extremity; and the people of the LoRD un- 
willing to be ſpectators of ſuch ſcenes of unnatural 
barbarity and impious abominations, withdrew their 
forces, and returned to their own land. 
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THE Conclusion or THE REIGN of JEHOSHA- 


PHAT KING or JUDAH, 


* 


'T came to paſs after this alſo, that the 

children of Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, and with them other beſides the 
Ammonites, came againſt Jehothaphat to 
battle. | 

Then there came ſome that told Jehoſha- 
phat, ſaying, There cometh a great multi- 
tude againſt thee from beyond the ſea on 
this ſide Syria, and behold, they be in Ha- 
zazon-tamar, which is in En-gedi. 

And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf 
to ſeek the Lok, and proclaimed a faſt 
throughout all Judah. 

And Judah gathered themſelves together 
to aſk help of the Lord; even out of all 
the cities of Judah they came to ſeek the 
© =; 

And Jehoſhaphat ſtood in the congrega- 
tion of Judah and Jeruſalem, in the houſe of 
the LoD before the new court, 


4 And 
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Abraham thy friend for ever ? 


45 JEHOSHAPHAT'S PRAYER. 


And ſaid, O Lord Gop of our fathers, 
Art not thou Gop in heaven; and ruleſt not 
thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen, W | 
and in thine hand is not there power and 10 
might, ſo that none is able to withſtand thee? ky 

Art not thou our Gop, who didſt drive # -» 
out the inhabitants of this land before thy L ha 
people Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the ſeed of of 


And they dwelt therein, and have built 
thee a ſanctuary therein for thy name, ſaying, - 

If when evil cometh upon us, as the 
ſword, judgment, or peſtilence, or famine, | 
we ſtand before this houſe, and in thy pre- 
ſence, (for thy name 1s in this houſe) and cry rea 
unto thee in our affliction, then thou vt 
hear and help. 

And now behold, the children of Ammos, 
and Moab, and mount Seir, whom chou | 
wouldeſt not let Iſrael invade when the? bre 
came out of the land of Egypt, but they tur : ; 
ed frem them, and deſtroyed them not ; | 

Behold, I fay, how they reward us, 6 vat 
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come to caſt us out of thy poſſeſſion, hi Jer 
thou haſt given us to inherit. wo 
. 4 y 9 * 

O our Gov, wilt thou not judge them? . wil 


for we have no might againſt this great con 
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JAHAZEL'S PROPHECY. ay 
| pany that cometh againſt us; neither know 
ve what to do; but our eyes are upon thee. 

And all Judah ſtood before the Lokp, 
" and Bl 1 with their little ones, their wives and their 


7. ange. ; 
drive 2} Then upon Jahazel the ſon of Zechariah, 


e thy the ſon of Benaiab, the ſon of Jeiel, the ſon 
d of ol Mattaniah, a Levite of the ſons of Aſaph, 
came the ſpirit of the Loap in the midſt of 
5 the congregation 

And he ſaid, Hearken ye, all Judah, 
tlc 1 ane ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and thou 
nine, Y ring Jehoſhaphat. Thus ſaith the Loxp 
pre- 7 unto you, Be not afraid nor diſmayed, by 
1 cr7 | reaſon of this great multitude ; for the battle 
Wit 7 is not yours, but Gop's. 

f 7 To morrow go ye down againſt them : 
Non, | : behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz, 
| ; and ye ſhall find them at the end of the 
they | Z brook, before the wilderneſs of Jeruel. 
Ve ſhall not need to fight in this battle: 
| ſet yourſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the ſal- 
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„ vation of the Loxp with you, O Judah "yy 


hich | : Jeruſalem : fear not, nor be diſmayed : 
morrow go out againſt them: for the 6 
will be with you. 
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43 JEHOSHAPHAT'S ADMONITION. 


And TJehoſhaphat'-bowed his head with 2 


his face to the ground: and all Judah and 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell before dhe 
Lord, worſhipping the Loxp. 


And the Levites of the children of tie 
Kohathites, and of the children of the Kor. | 
hites, ſtood up to praiſe the LoRD Go! of 


Iſrael with a loud voice on high, 

And they roſe early in the morning, and 
went forth into the wilderneſs of Tel: 
and as they went forth, Jehoſhaphat ſtood, 
and ſaid, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem ; Believe in the Lo» 
your Gov,.ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed ; believe 
his prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper. 

And when he had conſulted with the peo- 


ple, he appointed ſingers unto the Lonb, 
and that ſhould praiſe the beauty of holi- 


neſs as they went out before the army, and 
to ſay, Praiſe the Logo ; tor his mercy cn- 
dureth for ever. EE, 

And when they began to ſing and to 
praiſe, the Logp ſet ambuſhments ag. 
the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount 
Seir, which were come againſt Judah; and 
they were ſmitten. 
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»f the ants of Seir every one helped to deſtroy 
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JEHOSHAPHAT'S VICTORY. 49 


| ſtood up againſt the- inhabitants of mount 
| Seir, utterly to flay and deſtroy them : and 


another. 


| 3 And when Judah came toward the watch- 


tower in the wilderneſs, they looked unto 


2 bodies fallen to the earth, and none eſ- 


And when Jehoſhaphat and his people 
came to take away the ſpoil of them, they 
found among them in abundance both riches 
1 with the dead bodies, and precious jewels, 


7 * which they ſtripped off for themſelves, more 


4 than they could carry away : and they were 
3 three days in gathering of the ſpoil ; it was 


ſo much. 


And on the fourth day they aſſembled 


* themſelves i in the valley of Berachah : for 
there they blefled the LoR D. Therefore the 


name of the ſame place was called, The val 


ley of Berachah unto this . 

Then they returned every man of Judah 

1 and Jeruſalem, and Jehoſhaphar 1 in the fore- 
front of them, to go again to Jeruſalem with 
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For the children of Ammon and Moab 


the multitude, and behold, they were dead 


50 JEHOSHAPHAT'S TRIUMPH. 


Joy : for the Lord had made them to re. 


Joice over their enemies. 

And they came to Jeruſalem with pi 
teries, and harps, and trumpets, unto the 
houſe of the Loxp. 

' And the fear of Gop was on all the king- 


doms of thoſe countries, when they had 


heard that the Lox fought againſt the ene. 
mies of Iſrael. 

So the realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet: 
for his Gop gave him reſt round about. 


And Jehoſhaphat reigned over Judah: be | 6 


was thirty and five years old when he began 
to reign, and he reigned twenty and fue 


years in Jeruſalem. And his mother's name 


was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. . 


And he walked in the way of Aſa his f. 
ther, and departed not from it, doing chat | | 
which was right in the ſight of the LoR b. 


Howbeit, the high places were not taker | 
away: for as yet the people had not pre- 


pared their hearts unto the God of thei} 
' fathers. 
Now Jehoſhaphat lept with his fathers | 
and was buried with his fathers in the ci 
of David. And Jehoram his ſon reigned | 
his ſtead, ö 
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JEHOSHAPHAT?S PRAYER. gr 


E | ANNOTAT IONS and REF LECTIONS. 


| pfal. F F Before Jehofhaphat went with Joram king of Iſrael 
to the 7x on the expedition againſt the Moabites, he had taken 
: © great pains for the reformation of his own people, and 


King: l ide due adminiſtration of juſtice in his kingdom; and F 
7 had we have reaſon to believe that he renewed his atten- 
| tion to theſe important objects when he returned to 
* Jeruſalem, and therefore it is likely, expected the 
4 uſual bleflings of peace and proſperity; however, he 
quiet: 3 was alarmed with a powerful invaſion from the Moab- 


t. We ites, who ® in revenge for his aſſiſting Joram, collected 
. be 'S Y 1 a confederate army, and marched within a few miles of 
f bis capital before he had notice of their deſign. His 
© f conduct on this occaſion, was truly conſiſtent with his 
d tive a duty as king of Fudah.; for he did not begin with war- 
name 4 like preparations, but was ſolicitous ie to ſecure the 
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. 4 favour of Gop by, humiliation and prayer; the people 
his f. readily aſſembled to join with him, earneſtly ſeeking 
LL | 4 the aid of the LoR D. 

S "By : The + prayer which Jehoſhaphat offered up on 

RD. 7 this occaſion, is deſervedly accounted one of the moſt 
taken | k excellent that we meet with in ſacred hiſtory.”? 

t pre-. 1 Gov vouchſafed to give an immediate and gracious 
c ther! if anſwer to the humble lupplications of this pious king 


and his people, by the mouth of the prophet Jehaziel a 
| Levite: whether een was a prophet before is not 
athers, certain. 

e ci | The manner in which Jehoſhaphat and his people 
received this welcome prediction, and obeyed the di- 


e ng $5; 
. 


ned in 


| 
| 7 * Univerſal Hiſtory, + See Patrick's Commentary. 
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rection of the Loxp, needs no comment or explana- 
tion; for I think you cannot fail of underſtanding, or 
making proper reflections on it: they ſoon found, by 
Joyful experience, how ſafe it was to put their whole 
truſt and confidence in the ſalvation of the Lox D, who 


certainly would not have permitted theſe haughty foes : 1 


to invade H1s land, when the king was faithful and 


the people obedient; if he had not intended to convince 


them by a miraculous deliverance, that none ſhould 
prevail againſt them if they believed his holy word, 
and ſerved him with a willing mind. 

It * is ſuppoſed that the combined army were laying 
In ambuſh in different parts, to ſurprize the Iſraelites, 


when the Lozp ſtruck them with ſuch terror and con- 
fuſion, that they knew not friends from foes, but de- 


ſtroyed each other. 


It muſt have been a moſt tranſporting ſight to the | 


Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, to behold Jehoſhaphat and 


his troops return laden with coſtly ſpoils, triumphantly 


ſinging the praiſes of the Logy! 


The honour which the king of Judah had loft in the | 


eyes of the ſurrounding nations by joining himſelf wit | | | 
1 


Ahab and Ahaziah, was now reſtored, and peace, with 
all its train of bleſſings, crowned the end of his days. 

Jehoſhaphat himſelf continued ſteadfaſt in the ſervice 
of Gop, and did every thing in his power to com- 
pleat the reformation of his people; but though h:: 


authority obliged them to attend to the ordinances of | 
religion, and they were on ſome occaſions influenced | 
by his exhortations and example, to turn to the Lok» | 
with fincerity : piety had not taken deep root in their | 


* Patrick's Commentary. 
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hearts, or they certainly would have been ſolicitous to 
remove the high places, and ſerve Gop in a manner 
perfectly agreeable to his divine inſtitutions, as they had 
not only the Temple to reſort to, but in various places, 
prieſts and Levites attended to expound the law. 

Lou can ſcarcely be at a loſs, my dear, to judge of 
the character of the good king Jehoſhaphat, who cer- 
tainly was one of the beſt monarchs that ever ſat on the 
throne of Judah: he never diſcovered the leaft incli- 
nation to idolatry, nor do we read of his committing 
any fin, excepting that of forming alliances with the 
wicked kings of Iſrael, into which he ſeems to have 
fallen through the want of conſideration, owing to a 
precipitate diſpoſition of mind, or a too ready deſire 
of obliging others; but the leaſt remonſtrance or re- 
proof brought him to a ſenſe of his duty, and he haſted 
to repent and. regain the favour of Gop. His beha- 
viaur in reſpe& to the invaſion of the Moabites, 
abounds with inſtruction worthy of the attention of all 
the kings of the earth. 


Tux Hisrory oF NAAMAN rus SYRIAN. 


Naaman the Syrian, is ſuppoſed to have been-the 
general who commanded in that memorable battle 
wherein Ahab king of Iſrael was ſlain ; he is ſaid to 
have been @ great man with his maſter, and honour- 
able, becauſe by him the Lo RD had given deliverance unto 


Syria : he was alſo a mighty man in valour, but he «vas 
a leper.” The Syrians, in ſome of their excurſions 
into the land of Iſrael, had taken captive a Hebrew 
maid, who waited upon Naaman's wife; ſhe was 
treated with preat kindneſs, which engaged her gra- 

D 3 titude, 


AP ont 
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titude, and was a ſervant of the true Gon; conſe. 
quently, ſolicitous to make his glory known, Eliſha 
never had cleanſed a leper, yet this little maid, from 
his other miracles inferred, that he could heal her 
maſter; and from his uſual beneficence that he wo u/.! 
do fo, ſhe therefore expreſſed to Naaman's wife, a will: 
that her Lon D was with the prophet in Iſracl. Naama:: 
gave a ready ear to his ſervant's relation of the won- 
derful miracles wrought by the hand of Eliſha, and 
appears to have formed an immediate deſign of apply 
ing to this famous prophet; but as he reſided in an 
enemy's country, it was neceſſary that Naaman ſhould 
firſt obtain the permiflion of his ſovereign, The king 
of Syria, in order to do honoar to his general, gave 
him a letter to the king of Iſrael, requeſting that 2. 
would cure Naaman; being, as we may ſuppoſe, tov 
Naughty to addreſs himſelf to Eliſha, and thinking 
that Joram could command the prophet to exert his 
kill in Naaman's favour. The king of Iſrael, though 
an idolater, was ſhocked at this application; and waz 
likewiſe alarmed, left Ben-hadad ſhould make his re- 
fuſal to comply with his requeſt, a pretence for a war 
with him, 

If Joram had entertained proper notions of the 
power of the Lord, he would immediately have re- 
ferred Naaman to Eliſha for relief; however, the Di- 
vinE BEING, who made known to Eliſha that Naaman 
ſhould be cured, directed him alſo to defire the king 
to ſend the Syrian general to him: ** Naaman * came 
with a magnificent retinue to the door of the prophet, 
expecting to be treated with that diſtinction which 


* Henry's Annotations. 
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A he thought due to his rank and quality, and that his 
1 cure would be performed with great pomp and cere- 
4 mony; and was therefore highly enraged, when he re- 
ceived only a meſſage from Eliſha, 70 avaſh ſeven times 
in Fordan, and be clean he had never heard any medi- 
cinal quality attributed to the water of this river, 
and thought a contempt put upon Syria, by prefer- 
7 ring it to thoſe which flowed through that country; but 


was eaſily prevailed on by his attendants, to lay aſide 


his rage, and make the experiment, and immediately 


his ſkin became like that of a little child. Convinced 


now of the power of the Gop of 7/rael, and willing to 


ſhew his gratitude for the prophet's prayers, he offered 
him rich gifts; but Eliſha nobly refuſed them, that 
the Syrians might know, the ſervants of the God / 
Iſrael looked upon the wealth of this world with con- 
tempt. In order to repair his fault, in deſpifing the 
waters of Jordan, Naaman deſired to carry ſome of the 
earth of the land of Iſrael with him, thinking an altar 
of that would be moſt acceptable; or perhaps, intend- 
ing to erect it in his own country as a monument of 
his cure, and to invite his countrymen to pay their 
adoration at it; but this requeſt was not granted, be- 
cauſe it proceeded from ſuperitition. He now regretted 
that he had ever entered the temple of Rimmon, and 


Was apprehenſive his having done ſo was an unpar- 


donable act; but the prophet deſired him to go in 
peace; and he departed, in order to return to his own 


country *. 


Gehazi 


* Some of the learned are of opinion, that the text reſpecting 
Naaman's bowing bimſelf in the houſe of RIMMox, is tranſlated 
D 4 wrong, 


. Not ERR 


56 NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. 
Gehazi the ſervant of Eliſha, thought that his 
, maſter was very wrong in refuſing the gifts which had 
been offered by the Syrian general ; he therefore rc- 
ſolved to obtain them for himſelf, and ran with ali 
poſſible ſpeed after Naaman, whom he ſoon overtool:, 
and told him, that ſome young men, ſons of the pro- 
phets, were come to his maſter, who ſtood in need of 
aſſiſtance ; and that Eliſha requeſted he would ſend him 
two talents of ſilver, and two changes of garments: 
Naaman immediately complied with his demand, and 
Gehazi went back to his maſter,. from whom he in- 
tended to conceal what he had done; but as this was 
an afair in which the honour of Gop was concerned, 
the Loxp revealed it to Eliſha; who, as ſoon as 
Gehazi entered the room, demanded where he had 
been; he replied, ** thy ſervant went no whither ;” 
on which Eliſha ſaid, ** awvent not my heart with the: 


d the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? | 


The leproſy therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, 
and to thy ſeed for ever: and Gehazi went out of his 
preſence a liper as white as ſnow.” Gehazi's crime cer- 
tainly merited the judgment which was inflited upon 


wrong, and that it ſhould have been rendered as follows: / 
tkis thing the Lox D pardon thy ſervant, that wwhen my maſter WEN 
into the touſe of Rimmon 80 worſhip there, and HE LEANED on ”'y 

hard, and I BoweED myſelf in the hovſe of Rimmon : the Logo pi 

don thy ſervant in this thing: that I BOWED myſelf in the l. 
cf Rinmon.” It is obſerved, that this conſtruction ſeems beſt to azr.: 
with the reſt of Naaman's diſcourſe ; may it not therefore be! 
ferred from it, that this General never went by chice into the idol 
temple, but worſhipped in private the vnirown GOD; who, a 
reward for his good intentions, revea/cd himſelf to him in fo 47h 


cious and wonderful 2 manner. 
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him : this wicked ſervant was ſoon convinced that the 
Holy God, whoſe ſpirit inſpired Eliſha, could not be 
deceived ; and that ** thoſe who get wealth by fraud 
and injuſtice, cannot expect either the comfort or con- 
tinuance of it. 

« The general inſtruction that may be collected 
from the hiſtory of Naaman is this, that no ſtate of 
life is exempt from misfortune ; and that what we 
eſteem the ſevereſt calamities, are oſten productive of 
the greateſt benefits. Had Naaman enjoyed health, 
as well as honour and ſucceſs; had he had nothing to 
divide his attention but the triumphs of the field and 
the pleaſures of the court, he might indeed have con- 
tinued a favourite with his prince, and an 1dol of the 
people; but he would ever have remained a ftranger 
to his Gon. | 

There is nothing but religion that can make us 
truly honourable; nothing but the favour of the Su- 
PREME BEe1NG that can make us truly happy.“ 


1 8 EAT. 
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Tar ConTINUATION OF THE REIGN OP JORAM 
ox JEHORAM) Krnc or ISRAEL. 


HEN the king of Syria warred againſt 

Iſrael, and took counſel with his ſer- 

vants, ſaying, in fuch and ſuch a place ſhal! 
be my camp. 

And the man of Gov ſent unto the king 
of Iſrael, faying, Beware that thou paſs not 
ſuch a place; for thither the Syrians are 
come down. 

And the king of Iſrael ſent to 24 place 
which the man pa” Gop told him and warned 
him of, and ſaved himſelf there not once nor 
twice. | 

Therefore the heart of the king of Syri: 
was fore troubled for this thing; and he 
called his ſervants, and ſaid unto thein. 
Will ye not ſhew me which of us is for the 
king of Iſrael ? 

And one of his ſervants ſaid, None, m. 
lord, O king: but Eliſha the prophet, that i: 
in Iſrael, telleth the king of Iſrael the word; 
that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bed-chamber, 


. 
ov 


2 
. 
35 
oe 
»H 1 
TER 
C4 

* 
Fg 
£54 
(re 
DN 
1877 
3 
"$$ 
$,.5 
2 
-- 
- X 
be 
o 4 
7 
47 
I It 
3 
tt 
Ar 
8 
3 
A 
* 
7 


x ED 
1 N 2 


DOTHAN ENCOMPASSED. 59 


And he faid, Go, and ſpy where he is, 
that I may ſend and fetch him. And it was 
told him, ſaying,” Behold, he is in Dothan. 
Therefore ſent he thither horſes and cha- 
riots, and a preat hoſt: and they came by 
night, and compaſſed the city about. 

And when the ſervant of the man of Gop 
was riſen early, and gone forth, behold an 


hoſt encompaſſed the city, both with horſes 
and chariots. 


And his ſervant ſaid unto 
him, Alas my maſter! how ſhall we do? 

And he anſwered, Fear not : 
be with us are more than oy that be with 
them. 

And - Eliſha prayed, and faid, Lord, I 
pray thee, open his eyes that he may ſee. 
And the L,oxp opened the eyes of the young 
man: and he ſaw: and behold the moun- 
tain was full of horſes and chariots of fire 
round about Eliſha, 


And when they came down to him, Eliſha 


prayed unto the Lox, and ſaid, Smite this 
people I pray thee with blindneſs, 


word of Eliſha, 
And Eliſha ſaid unto them, This is not 


5 way, neither is this the city follow me, 


D 6 and 


* 


for they thar 


And he | 
imote them with blindneſs, according to the | 


6 ELISHA'S GENEROSITY. 


and I will bring you to the man whom ye 
ſeek. But he led them to Samaria. 

And it came to paſs when they were come 
into Samaria, that Eliſha ſaid, Lov, open 
the eyes of theſe men that they may ſee. And 
the Lord opened their eyes, and they ſaw ; 
and behold they were in the midſt of Sa- 
maria. 

And the king of Iſrael faid unto Eliſha, 
when he ſaw them, My father, Shall I ſmite 
them? ſhall I ſmite them? 

And he anſwered; Thou ſhalt not ſmite 
them: wouldeſt thou ſmite thoſe whom thou 
haſt taken captive with thy ſword and with 
thy bow ? Set bread and water before them 
that they may eat * drink, and go to their 
maſter. | 

And he 3 gr eat proviſion for them: 
and when they had eaten and drunk, he ſent 
them away, and they went to their maſter. 


So the bands of Syria came no more into 
the land of Iſrael. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


There is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Naaman on his re- 
turn to Syria, was removed from the command of the 
army, either for refuſing to attend his ſovereign into 
the temple of Rimmon ; or from a ſuſpicion that he 

would 


would 
ſo extr⸗ 
doubtl: 
thoſe 1 
fore it 
prophe 
as to b 
Ben-h: 
Eliſ 
far fro 
ſeize | 
paſs tl 
any pe 
was tt 
but E 
by dn 
perfec 
heave 
ſcript 
delive 
heave 
powe! 
but,: 
made 
belie. 
'I3 
eyes 
of Be 
actua 
were 
one 
com: 


would favour a people, in whoſe land he had received 
ſo extraordinary a mercy. The fame of Eliſha, was 
doubtleſs ſpread amongſt the Syrians by Naaman, and 
thoſe who had been witneſles of his cure; and there- 
fore it was natural for them to imagine, that this 
prophet was endued with ſuch a degree of knowledge, 
as to be able to diſconcert all the ſecret deſigns of 
Ben-hadad. f | 
Eliſha at this time refided at Dothan, which was not 
far from Samaria; the king of Syria was reſolved to 
ſeize him, and therefore ſent a- great army to encom- 
paſs the city, that he might not make his eſcape from 


any part of it. The prophet's ſervant being up early, 


was the firſt to obſerve them, and was greatly alarmed ; 
but Eliſha, who was already apprized of their motions 
by divine inſpiration, received his intelligence with 
perfect ſerenity, knowing that he was guarded by a 
heavenly hoſt; who we are told, in ſeveral parts of 
ſcripture, encamp about thoſe that fear the LORD to 
deliver them. Mortal eyes indeed, cannot behold theſe 
heavenly guardians, unleſs opened by the miraculous 
power of God, as in the caſe of Eliſha and his ſervant; 
but, as it is recorded in holy writ that they have been 
made viſible to ſuch choſen witneſſes, we may ſafely 
believe the truth of their exiſtence and miniſtry. 

The ſame Almighty Being, who enlightened the 
eyes of the prophet and his attendant, darkened thoſe 
of Ben-hadad's army: not that they were ſcized with 
actual blindneſs, but their ſenſes and underſtandings 
were ſo confuſed, that they were unable to diſtinguiſh 
one thing from another. Theſe perſons had received 
command to go 7 the city where Eliſha was, not merely 
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country. 
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to Dothan, but without doubt to purſue him if he 
ſhould eſcape to another place: the prophet therefore 
told them no fa/fity, when he ſaid hat was x OT the 
city, becauſe he whom they ſought was not then in it; 
and as the event proves that he had no ill defign 
againſt them, he is acquitted of fin in leading them on 
fo Samaria : if he had commanded the inhabitants to 
put them to the ſword, he might perhaps have been 
accuſed of treachery ; though TI believe the practice of 


all nations towards their enemies, will juſtify his policy 
in thus deluding thoſe who came with a deſign to de- 


ſtroy im, as a preparation to the deſtruction of 51. 


It muſt have been a great ſurprize to the king of 
Tſrael, to behold the Syrian koſt thus conducted by 
Eliſha into the midſt of his capital ; but as he per- 
ceived it was miraculous, he reſtrained his deſire of 
cutting them off, and conſidering the prophet as his 
father and protector, gladly ſubmitted to his direction. 


Eliſha, by the providence of Gop, gained a glorious 
triumph over his perſecators, and employed his advan- 


tage, even like a chriſtian: his behaviour had a na. 
tural tendency to turn their hatred againſt Iſrael into 
eſteem, and to convert them to the worſhip of Iſrael”; 
God. It anſwered the purpoſe of putting an end to 


the intended wars for Ben-hadad was intimidated 


from purſuing his purpoſe, and made no more attempts 
to ſeize the perſon of Eliſha in the land of Iſrael. 
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Tus ConTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF JORAM 
(ox JEHORAM) KING or ISRAEL. 


"A ND it came to paſs after this, that 
: Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all 
his hoſt, and went up and beſieged Samaria. 
And there was a great famine in Samaria : 


and behold, they beſieged it until an aſs's 
head was fold for fourſcore pieces of filver, 


and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung 
for five pieces of ſilver. 

And as the king of Ifrael was paſſing by 
upon the wall, there cried a woman unto 
him, ſaying, Help, my lord, O king. 

And he ſaid, If the Loxp do not help 
thee, whence ſhall I help thee? out of the 
barn- floor, or out of the wine-prels ? 


And the king faid unto her, What aileth 


thee? and ſhe anſwered, This woman ſaid 


unto me, Give thy ſon, that we may eat him 

to-day, and we will eat my ſon to-morrow. 
So we boiled my ſon, and did eat him: 

and I faid unto her on the next day, Give 


thy ſon, that we may eat him: and ſhe hath 
hid her ſon, | 


And 


* 
nods ERR 
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And it came to paſs when the king heard 


the words of the woman, that he rent his | 
clothes; and he paſſed by upon the wall, and 


the people looked, and behold he had k. 
cloth within upon his fleſh. 

Then he ſaid, God do ſo, and more alſo 
to me, if the head of Eliſha the ſon of Sha- 
phat ſhall ſtand on him this day. 

But Eliſha fat in his houſe; and the elders 
ſat with him: and the king ſent a man from 
before him: but ere the meſſenger came to 
him, he ſaid to the (elders, See ye how this 
ſon of a murderer hath ſent to take away 
mine head! look, when the meſſenger 
cometh, ſhut the door, and hold him faſt at 
the door: is not the ſound of his maſter's 
feet behind him ? 

And while he yet talked with them, be- 
hold, the meſſenger came down unto him: 
and he ſaid, Behold, this evil is of the 
Lok: what ſhould I wait for the Lord any 
longer ? 


Then Eliſha faid, Hear ye the word of 


the Lox, thus faith the LoxD, To-morrow 
about this time ſhall a meaſure of fine flour 
be ſold for a ſhekel, and two meaſures of 


barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of Samaria. 
Then 


n 
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Then a lord on whoſe hand the king lean- 


ed, anſwered the man of Gov, and ſaid, Be- 


hold, if the Loxd would make windows in 
heaven, might this thing be? and he ſaid, 


'? Behold, thou ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes, but 


ſhalt not eat thereof. 

And. there were four leprous men at the 
entering in at the gate: and they ſaid one to 
another, Why ſit we here until we die? 

If we ſay, We will enter into the city, then 


the famine is in the city, and we ſhall die 
there: and if we fit ſtill here, we die alſo, 


Now therefore come, let us fall unto the 
hoſt of the Syrians : and if they fave us alive 
we ſhall live: and if they kill us, we ſhall 
but die. | 

And they roſe up in the twilight to go 
unto the camp of the Syrians: and when 
they were come to the uttermoſt part of the 
camp of Syria, behold, there was no man 
there. | 

For the Lord had made the hoſt of the 
Syrians to hear a noiſe of chariots and a noiſe 
of horſes, even the noiſe of a great hoſt : 


and they ſaid one to another, Lo, the king of 


Iſrael hath hired againſt us the kings of the 
Hittites, 
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Hittites, and the kings of che Eg 55 cad to 
come upon us. 


Wherefore they aroſe and fled in the twi-⸗ 


light, and left their tents, and their horſes, 
and their aſſes, even the camp as it was, and 
fled for their life. | 

And when theſe lepers came to tlie utter- 
moſt part of the camp, they went into one 
tent, and did eat and drink, and carried 
thence, ſilver, and gold, and raiment, and 
went and hid it; and came again, and en- 
tered into another tent, and carried thence 
alſo, and went and hid it. 

Then they ſaid one to another, We do not 
well: this day is a day of good tidings and 
we held our peace; if we tarry till the 
morning light, ſome miſchief will come upon 
us: now therefore come, that we may go 
and tell the king's houſhold. 

So they came, and called unto the porter 
of the city: and they told them ſaying, We 
came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold, 
there was no man there, neither voice of man, 
but horſes tied, and aſſes tied, and the tents 
as they were. 

And he called the porters ; ak they told 
it to the king's houſe within, 


And 
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And the ki-g aroſe in the night, and ſaid 
unte his Tervarits, I will now ſhew you what 
the Syrians have done to us. They know 
that we be hungry; therefore are they gone 
out of the camp, to hide themſelves in the 
field, ſaying, When they come out of the 
city, we ſhall catch them alive, and get into 
the city. | 

And one of his ſervants anſwered aig ſaid, 


Let ſome take, I pray thee, five of the horſes 


that remain, which are left in the city, (be- 
held they are as all the multitude of Iſrael 
that are left in it: Behold, I ſay, they are 
even as all the multitude of the Iſraelites 
that are conſumed) and Jet us ſend and ſee. 

They took therefore two chariot-horſes, 
and the king ſent after the hoſt of the 0 8 


ans, ſaying, Go, and ſee. 


And they went after them unto Jordan: 
and lo, all the way was full of garments 
and veſſels, which the Syrians had caſt away 
in their haſte. And the meſſengers returned 


and told the king. 


And the people went out, and ſpoiled the 
tents of the Syrians. So a meaſure of fine 


flour was ſold for a ſhekel, and two meaſures 
3 


68 THEDEATHor ruf UNBELIEVING LORD. 
of barley for a ſhekel, TINS ward 
of the Lob. 

And the king appointed the lord on whoſe 
hand he leaned to have the charge of the 
the gate: and the people trod upon him in 
the gate, and he died, as the man of Go 
had ſaid, who ſpake when the king came 
down to him. 

And it came to paſs as the man of Gop 
had ſpoken to the king, ſaying, Two mea- 
fures of barley for a kekel, and a meaſurc 
of fine flour for a ſhekel, ſhall be to-morrow 
about this time in the gate of Samaria. 

And that lord anſwered the man of Gov, 
and ſaid, Now behold, if the Lok p ſhould 
make windows in heaven, might ſuch a 
thing be. And he ſaid, Behold, thou ſhalt ſec 
it with thine eyes, but ſhalt not eat thereof. 
And ſoit fell out unto him: for the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


Ben-hadad entertained an inveterate enmity toward 
Hrael, and therefore his peaceable diſpoſition was f 
{tort continuance; for the next year he reſolved . 
renew his hoſtilities, and to beſiege the city of Sama- 
ria itſelf; which he did ſo effeQually, that the inhabir- 
ants were reduced to the utmoſt extremity of want, 
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 ELISHA PRESERVED. 69 


we may judge from their paying the value of five 
pounds for an aſs's head; and to the amount of 


twelve or fifteen ſhillings, for about three Engliſh pints 
of a coarſe kind of corn or pulſe, known then by the 


name, of dowe's dung, which perhaps it reſembled in 
appearance; but we may form a juſter idea of the 
miſerable ſtate of the Samaritans, from the ſhocking 
cireumſtance of a woman's eating her own child: 


Joram, though he appears to have been moved with 


compaſſion by this incident, was not properly affected 
with the judgment which the Lok p had cauſed to fall 


on his kingdom; he did indeed, in compliance with 
the uſual cuſtom, in times of publick calamity, put 


ſackcloth upon his fleſh; but he did not, as the good 


Jehoſhaphat had done, endeavour to gain pardon from 
the Sur REMuE BEIN, by a general faſt and humilia- 


tion; neither did he deſtroy the idols which ſtill re- 


mained in the land of Iſrael: ſo far from having re- 
courſe to the prophet for his interceſſion with the 
Lok b, he vehemently proteſted that he would imme- 


diately put Eliſha to death as the cauſe of all this 
diſtreſs; repenting that he had followed his advice the 
preceding year, in ſparing the Syrian army, when he 


had them in his power: his cruel deſign was, however, 


fruſtrated, by the interpoſition of Divine Providence ; 
and Eliſha informed the good men who were with him 


of the danger which threatened them, and entreated 
that they would detain the meſſenger till the king 
ſhould arrive. It appears that Eliſha was in expeta- 
tion of directions from the Lox p, what to ſay to the 
king of Iſrael; but as he did not receive any, and the 


caſe was perfectly clear to him, thought he might 
venture, 


70 THE DELIVERANCE OF SAMARIA. 


venture, without immediate inſpiration, to declare to 
the meſſenger, that he was not the author of the cala- 
mity, for“ e thing was from the Lorp.” Eliſha 
appears to have been inſpired by the Holy Spirit im- 


mediately on the king's arrival, for he addreſſed him- 


ſelf to his ſovereign in that ſolemn form of words 
which prophets made uſe of, as an introduction to 
their predictions when they ſpake by Divine authority: 
Hear ye the word of the Lox D! Thus ſaith the 
Lord!” 

I need not enlarge on the miraculous deliverance 
which it pleaſed Gop to grant to the Samaritans, be- 
cauſe we have had occaſion to conſider others of a 
ſimilar nature, The terror of the Syrians was cauſed 
by ſome ſupernatural noiſe, which we cannot poſſibly 
deſcribe; and therefore it'is beſt not to indulge our 
minds in fruitleſs conjectures, on a point of no concern 


to us. I muſt, however, remark the wonderful de- 


Hverance of the lepers, and the importance of their 
intelligence.—They were caſt out, and left by their 
countrymen to perith, becauſe they were conſidered as 
#/ele/5; but the Lord, whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, took compaſſion on theſe miſerable creatures, 
and made them inſtrumental to the relief of thoſe who 
had ſo cruelly deſpiſed them! 

We may underſtand from the king's ſuſpicions of a 
ſtratagem to betray the city, that he did not believe the 
prediction of the prophet, otherwiſe he would have 
ated as Jehoſhaphat did, when the Moabites invaded 
Judah. It appears, that the Samaritans had been un- 
der the neceſſity either of ſtarving their horſes for 
want of forage, or of eating them to fatisfy their 

hunger ; 
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hunger; and that there were no more than five left in 
the city, two only of which were able to go on to the 
Syrian camp. It was not for the righteouſneſs of the 
king, or the people in general, but for the ſake of 
Gop's faithful ſervants, and in remembrance of the 
covenant with Jacob, that Iſrael was delivered. The 
proud nobleman who diſbelieved the word of the Lok p, 
had reaſon to repent his infidelity. © God's * juſtice 
was glorified, and the prediction of Eliſha was fulfilled, 


for he ſaw the plenty, but did not live to taſte it.“ 


Though the city of Samaria, which had been fo 
particularly diſtreſſed, was plentifully relieved, there 


ſeems to have been a general ſcarcity in the land of 


Iſrael; for we are told of a famine which laſted ſeven 
years; and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, that Ben-hadad 
was permitted by the Lox to beſiege the capital city 
at this time, in order to humble Joram, and bring 
him to a ſenſe of his crimes, that he might put away 
idols, and exert his endeavours to reform his people 
from thoſe fins for which the famine was inflicted : we 
have an account of ſeveral miracles performed by 
Eliſha, moſt of which ſeem to have been wrought in 
this time of ſcarcity. 


ELISHA mMULTIPLIETH THE WIDOW? OIL, &c, 


A poor woman, widow of one of the ſons of the pro- 
Phets, was left with her children, in very indigent cir- 
cumſtances; for her huſband, in his life time, had 
contracted debts, and did not leave behind him ſub- 
ſtance ſufficient to diſcharge them; the creditors were 
inexorable, and infiſted, that his two ſons thould be- 


* Henry's Annotations» 
me 


5% THE WIDOW's OIL. 
come bondmen to them, for ſeven years, in order that 
by their ſervice, the loſs might be made good: the 
law which authorized them to do ſo, ſeems to have been 
made originally to de ter the Iſraelites from living be- 
yond their income; which no one would have had oc- 
caſion to do, if all the ordinances of Gop had bcen 
obſerved in the land, becauſe the allotted portion of 
-each family, would have amply ſupplied their wants : 
Hut che revolutions which had happened, through the 
diſobedience of the Lonp's people, had altered the 
caſe, and numbers became poor by their own ſin and 
folly, many by the. oppreſſion of others. 
in what manner Jezebel had perſeeuted the prophets; 
and there 4 is ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the poverty 
of this woman's huſband, „might be the conſequence of 
that gueen 's tyranny ; however it was, the man had 
feared the, Loxp, and therefore his widow and ch;i- 
dren had a claim to the Divixe MzRcy; becau!: 


| Gop had graciouſly promiſed « to be a e cp to the 
Fatherle efs, and a huſband to the ai ab. 


The regular 
method of acceſs to Gon in Iſrael at that time, was 
by his prophets; the poor woman therefore, haſted t 
make, kngwn, to Eliſha her difireſsful ſituation, reſolr- 
ing to follow his dire&ions in every particular. She 
had nothing in her houſe but a little pot of oil, aud 

that her creditors .had a right to ſeize: Eliſha there- 
fore commanded her to borrow a large number ©: 
veſſels from her neighbours, and then to ſhut the doo! 
upon her and her ſons, to prevent interrupfion ; th- 


did ſo; and. received a moſt miraculous increaſe; tlc 
oil er to flow, till all the veſſels were ful! 


and then layed. The widow immediately ſold a part 
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THE SHUNAM ITE. 353 


of it, and diſcharged all her huſband's debts; the re- 
mainder the diſpoſed of in the ſupport of herſelf and 
children, till they were able to procure an honeſt live- 
lihood by their own induſtry. The remarks we lately 
made on the hiſtory of the widow of Zerapheth, may 
be applied on the preſent occaſion ; and therefore I will 
now proceed to relate, 


Tur HisTory oF THE SHUNAMIT E. 


In the city of Shunam, which was in the road be- 
tween Samaria and mount Carmel, lived a woman, 
who was rich, and of a moſt amiable diſpoſition : ſhe 
obſerved, that Eliſha frequently travelled that way, 


and occaſionally invited him to take refreſhment at 


her houſe ; perceiving, from the ſanctity of his life and 
converſation, that he was a man of God, ſhe propoſed 
to her huſband, to prepare an apartment for him, and 
furniſh it with neceffaries for his uſe : the prophet re- 
ceived the obligation at her hands, with grateful re- 
ſpect, and wiſhed to return it in the moſt acceptable 
manner, | 

As ſhe feared the LorD, and believed his propbets, ſhe 
already enjoyed the favour of GOD: Eliſha therefore 
defired to know, whether he could do her or her huf- 
band any ſervice with the king or the captain of the 
hoſt (as he was at that time high in the favour of his 
ſovereign;) but ſhe had learnt to ſet bounds to her de- 
ares, and having the means of living ſuitably to her 
rank in life, declined his generous offer; thinking it 
ſafer and more agreeable, to live amongſt thoſe friends 
whoſe ſociety ſhe had long been accuſtomed to, than 
to enter on a new ſcene, merely for the gratification of 

T 0k IV; E ambition; 


74 THE SHUNAMITE. 
ambitious views, which when indulged, are gener.l!!; 
found infatiable. 


yet remained; 


be granted: ſhe could ſcarcely believe the prophet; 
hoyyever, when the promiſe was fulfilled, ſne received 
the child with joy, and reared him with tenderneſs: 
but ſcarcely had ſhe brought him through the fir 
ſtage of infancy, when he was taken ill in the field, 
and brought back to his mother, on whoſe knees he 
ſoon expired. The Shunamite immediately haſtened 
to find Eliſha, and when ſhe came into his preſence, 
| threw. herſelf in an agony of grief at his feet ; Gehazi, 
Who then attended him, thinking this action would 
diſpleaſe his maſter, would have thruſt her away, but 
the prophet judging that ſome great diſtreſs agitatei 
her mind, prevented him, and ſhe was left at liberty 
to declare the cauſe of her ſorrow; which ſhe did, in 
affecting remonſtrances with Eliſha, for procuring her 
a bleſſing ſhe had never aſked of him, and which it 
would have been better, ſhe thought, never to have 
known, than to be deprived of it ſo ſoon. The good 
old. man was ex*remely affected with her loſs, and went, 
with all the ſpeed he could, to Shunam ; he aſcenie. 
into the chamber where the dead child lay, and throw 
ing himſelf upon the body, offered up the moſt feen 
prayers, that it would pleaſe the Lord to reſtore ::2 
ſoul: his petition was granted, and the tender mot: 
once. more embraced her little darling, dearer to ler 

heart than ever! 8 
4 | | Fitts 


The prophet could not but approve Þ 
her wiſe moderation, but the deſire of obliging her 
and he at length diſcovered, by his | 
ſervant's information, that ſhe regretted the want of 5 
children; he therefore prayed to the Lord to fend hera 
ſon, and acquainted the woman that this bleſſing wou!. | 
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DEADLY POT TAGE CURED. 75 
This tranſaction is ſuppoſed to have happened a 


ſhort time after the deliverance of the kings of Iſrael, 


Judah and Edom, from the Moabites; but I reſerved it 
till now, becauſe the ſequel of the ſtory is related in this 
part of the hiſtory of the kings of Iſrael, where we are 


told, that Eliſha warned the Shunamite to go with her 


houſhold into ſome other country, that ſhe might 
eſeape the miſeries of the famine which was coming 
on Iſrael; the accordingly took his advice, and re 
ſided amongſt the Philittines till plenty was reſtored 
to her native land: her poſſeſſions had been ſeized 
upon during her abſence, and when ſhe returned and 
found them in the hands of another, ſhe went to court 
in order to ſolicit the king for a reſtoration of them : 
Joram happened at that inſtant to be converſing with 
Gehazi, formerly the ſervant of Eliſha, concerning the 
miracles performed by this prophet. Gehazi recol- 
lected her perſon, and informed his majeſty that ſhe 
was the very woman whoſe child had been raiſed to 
life again by Eliſha's interceſſion; and the king readi- 
ly granted her requeſt; which, but for this accident, ſhe 
might have had great difficulty to obtain; he likewiſe 
gave orders that ſhe ſhould receive all the arrears. 


Deavptry POTTAGE MADE Wort BY THE 
HAND or ELISHA. 


The ſons of the prophets were aſſembled at Gilg al, 
in order to receive inſtructions from Eliſha ; there was 
at that time fo great a ſcarcity of proviſions, that Eli- 
ſha could procure nothing for the repaſt of his friends 
but a pottage of ſuch herbs as the fields afforded; and 
oven theſe were ſo difficult to obtain, that the perſon 
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the Ws with a 4 4” of wild gourd, which bo "ZZ manc 
knew not to be of a pernicious quality, but ſuppoſed 5 they 
it wholeſome from the reſemblance it bore to a fruit the e 
he had been accuſtomed to eat, and therefore put it eat o 
with the reſt into the broth : no ſooner did they taſte bute 


of this poiſonous diſh, than they diſcovered their dan- 
ger, and exclaimed with affright, that there wa: 
death in the pot 1”. Eliſha called for a handful of meal, 'T 
which, by the particular bleſſing of Gop, cured the 


- bad taſte, and prevented any ill effects from the pot- cont 
rage, which all preſent then partook of with pleaſure pern 
and ſaſety. that 

Ax Hunpaed' MEN MIRACULOUSLY FED. dan, 
Whillt this good propher Eliſha remained at Gilgal, "If 

a preſent was brought h him of twenty barley loaves, Laid | 4 
to be of the pi As T- FRUITS, which were, by the law of er 
Moſes, dedicated to Gov ; and therefore the pions per- 2 
ſon who brought this acceptable ſupply, could not | P es 
have diſpoſed of 1 it more agrecably to the divine inſli- Dave 
tution, than by devoting it to the relief of Gb“ prop 
prophet. When Eliſha received, this preſent he had a * 
hundred men with him, to each of whom doubtleſs a wed 
portion of it was deſirable, but they, had no right 0 diſtri 
claim it. Eliſha, was of A compaſſionate and liberal prin 
| diſpoſition, | therefore did. not. defire to appropriate i: i Fs 
to himſelf; on the, contrar Yall wiſhed, to divide to all 2 Ki: 
ſhare, truſting. that Divine Providence would ſupp!y preſl 
his future wants. The goodneſs of the Log favour- Eliſh 
ed his beneyolent purpole, and, he was aſſured that the loſs 
bad ſhould be miraculouſly increaſed ; he then com- fo 
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manded his ſervant 7 "ft the loa ves before the men that 
they might eat, they were ſurprized at his words; but 


the event juſtified Eliſha's hopes, for the hundred men 
eat of the twenty loaves and were not only ſatisfied, 


but even an ene . 


aon CAySED TO SWIM. 


The ſons, (or diſeiples) of the prophets e in 
number, ſo that the place of their reſidence would not 


contain them all; they therefore applied to Eliſha for 


permiſſion to build another dwelling, and intreated 


that he would accompany them to the banks of Jor- 


dan, in order to enjoy the advantage of his advice and 
direction, whilſt they were making the requiſite pre- 
parations. They propoſed to erect a very humble edi- 
fice, being poſſeſſed of no riches to pay either for ma- 
terials or workmen, and therefore each man agreed to 
contribute his labour in cutting trees and forming 
chem into beams and planks; nay, ſo great was their 
poverty, that ſome of them could not even purchaſe 
proper tools, but borrowed of their neighbours. As they 
were proceeding, in their work, one of them unfortu- 
nately loft the iron part of his axe in the water, which 
diſtreſſed him exceedingly, becauſe, being of an honeſt 
principle, it was his intention to have returned it to the 
owner, who might now be put to inconvenience by the 
loſs of it, and ſuſpect his integrity; he therefore ex- 
preſſed his ſorrow for the accident in pathetic terms to 
Eliſha, „Alas maſter, fur it was borrowed.” The 
loſs of an axe to us who can ſo exſily procure ſuch an 
utenſil, appears very trifling ; but when we conſider, 
that no tree can be felled without tools, that it is not 

E 3 improbahle 
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28 IRON MADE TO SWIM. 


improbable the owner of this axe might get his own 
livelihood and provide for a family by cutting timber; 
that the young man who borrowed it was by the loſs 
rendered uſeleſs to his ſociety, and could not claim au 
apartment without afliſting in the building; and above 
all, that his reputation was at ſtake, and even the ho- 
nour of Gop concerned; that diſgtace ſhould not be 
brought on religion by an appearance of fraud, in one 
who proſeſſed to be in a particular manner devoted to 
bis ſervice; when we conſider all this, my dear, we can- 
not wonder, that Eliſha ſhould think his diſciple's dil- 
treſs deſerving of his interceſſion; he therefore im- 
plored the divine aid, and commanded the young man 
to throw a ſtick into the river ; on his doing which, the 
iron axe ſwam on the water, and he ſeized 1 it with joy 
and thankfulneſs. 

I think we may conſider this incident as a proof, that 
Gop will aſſiſt and reward thoſe who are honeſt and 
induſtrious, not by miracies indeed, for they Rave 
ceaſed, but frequently by the moſt unexpected means. 


4 
N 1 4 
4 
* * 
* 
25 
2 
RR 
3 
3 
FORE 
3 
ms 
LITE 
RE, 
- = RT 
1 WT x 
723 
* 
3 
IN) 
5 
* 85 
* 
2 
> 
ws 
. 
Vo, 
8 
5 
2 
2232 
Fes 
. 
5 
* 


FE 71 


S n X. 
BEN-HADAD's Mes$AGE TO ELISHA, 
ND Eliſha came to Damaſcus, and 

Ben-hadad the king of Syria was lick, 
and it was told him, ſaying, The man of 


Gop is come hither. 
And the king ſaid unto Hazael, Take a 


- preſent in thine hand, and go meet the man 
of Gop, and enquire of the Loxp by him, 


| ſaying, Shall I recover of this diſeaſe ? 


So Hazael went to meet him, and took a 
preſent with him, even of every good thing 
of Damaſcus, forty camels burden, and came 
and ſtood before him, and ſaid, Thy ſon 
Ben-hadad king. of Syria hath ſent me to 
thee, ſaying, Shall I recover of this diſeaſe ? 

And Elifha ſaid unto him, Go, ſay unto 
him, Thou mayeſt certainly recover; how- 
beit, the Loxp hath ſhewed me that he ſhall 
ſurely die. 

And he ſettled his countenance ſtedfaſtly, 
until he was aſhamed : and the man of 9 
wept. 

And Hazael ſaid, Why weepeth my lord? 


and he anſwered, Becauſe I know the evil 
that 


E 4 


% HAZAEL AND ELISHA, 
that thow-wile-dowuhtothe children of 1ſrac|: 
their ſtrong holds wilt thou” Ter” on fire, and 
their young” men wilt thou, lay With the 
loch and-wilt daſh chef cyjien, 50 rip 
up their women. bustam 

And -Hazael ſaid, But wh, is 1575 e 
a dog that he ſhould do this great thing? and 
Eliſha anſwered, The Logp hath ſhewed me 
that thou ſhalt be king over Syria. 

So he departed from Eliſha, and came to 
his maſter; who ſaid to him, What ſaid Eli- 
ſha to thee? and he anſwered, He told me 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſurely recover? 

And it came to paſs on the morrow, that 
he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, 
and ſpread it on his face, ſo that he died. 
And Hazael reigned in his ſtead, 


'- ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


We are not told, my dear, for what purpoſe Eliſa 
went to Damaſcus, but may conclude it was by divine 
appointment. It appears ſtrange, that Ben-hadad, 
who had hitherto- been fo inveterate againſt the pro- 
phet, ſhould wiſh to conſult him in his illneſs; but ! 


think the honour and reſpect he paid him at this time, 
ſhew, that he was convinced his late defeat was an act 
of omnipotent power, and his illneſs another judo- 
ment from the ſame Almighty hand; and therefore 
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HAZ AE L AND ELIS HA. 81 
is likely, he imagined the prophet could inform him, 
what would be the event of his diſeaſe. 

Hazael, who was ſent with the preſent to Eliſha, is 
ſuppoſed to have ſucceeded Naaman in the command 
of the army; he was the perſon whom Elijah had re- 
ceived command to anoint king of Syria; but for 
ſome reaſon, with which we are not acquainted, he did 
not do ſo; nor does it appear to have been done by 
E!1ſha. 


The prophet knew, by divine inſpiration, not only 
that Hazael would be ſovereign of Syria, and in courſe 


of time bring great miſeries upon Iſrael; but ſeems to 


have been acquainted alſo, with the means by which 
he would aſcend the throne; for when he had in- 
formed Hazael, <©* that Ben-hadad might recover, but 
avould ſurely die;“ he fixed his eye ſteadfaſtly on him, 
till Hazael, confounded with the thoughts that his 
treacherous deſign againſt his king were known to the 
prophet, was ;aſpamed; and Eliſha, ſhocked with the 
view which the LoRD, gave him.ot the future calami- 
ties that would fall upon Ifrael, ET; which occa- 
ſioned Tazael to enquire the meaning of hig extraor- 
dinary emotion: I 15 becanſe I know (repo the 
holy man) he evil that 7206 wilt do unto the cron of 
Hfrael. Nn , 77 oed As Gt, 07 2057; 
Hazael was not only offended at the prophet 8 e 
geſtions, but furprized that he fhould think him My 
a monſter ; for though he might intend to prebent Nis! 
king” s recovery, he did not then ſuppoſe th at he ſhoutd 
ever be capable of committing ſuch Horr id | Dar bartties, 
as could only be Practiſed by thoſe Wiro have Toft every 
Eaves: cus of humanity.” Elia then informed him, 
E 5 this 


82 AFFLICTION AND PROSPERITY. 


this wickednefs' would be the conſequence of his being 
king of Syria. Happy would it have been for Hazael as 
well as for Iſrael, if this prediction had induced him to 
examine his own heart, and endeavour to nip in the bud, 
that fatal ambition, Which already tempted him to liſt 
his murderous hand againſt his ſovereign ! But you 
fnd' he informed Ben-hadad, that Eliſha ſaid he ſhould 
certainly recover, and then ſeized the firſt opportunity 
of putting him to death, in fo private a manner, that it 
was never even ſuſpected by the Syrians; for they 


would fearcely have raiſed to the throne one whom 


they knew to be the aſſaſſin of a monarch, worthy, in 
their opinion, to be worſhipped as a deity, aſter his 
death. 

In this paſſage of ſacred hiſtory, we have two re- 
markable inſtances of the influence which affliction and 
proſperity have on the mind. Ben-hadad, who, wher 
he ſuppoſed himſelf able to command the prophet 0! 
the Lok p, and conquer all nations, treated Eliſha wit! 
inſult, oppreflion, and contempt : reduced now to h. 
bed of languiſhment, he found himſelf a poor helple!: 
creature; and (recollecting, we may ſuppoſe, the cure 
of Naaman) humbled himſelf, to court the favour o 
the prophet by valuable preſents, in hopes that 
might be induced to recover him alſo; or at leaſt, 
acquaint him with his fate; but, as he did not dilcovc! 
any figns of repentance and converſion, he had 1 
right to expect comfort or interceſſion from the mo: -/ 
Gop; and the time was now come, when he was c 
receive the reward of his own arrogance and implict», 
by falling a victim to the ambition of another. 
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DANGER; OF; AMBITION. 3 


Hazael, whilſt he was 2 i ad. ſeems. to have been 
3 eſteemed; for. we learn, that he was honoured 
with the confidence of bis prince; and it appears that 
he was a favourite of the people, ſince he Was, without 


oppoſition, choſen to be king, of Syria: from, whenee 


we may conclude, his conduct had been juſt and up- 


right: and a ſenſe of rectitude remained ſtrongly im- 
preſſed on his mind, even when Eliſha warned him of 
the danger of aſpiring to the throne: but it is plain he 


did not know himſelf; for when he became poſſeſſed 
of power, he verified the predictions of the prophet 1 in 
every particular. 

This hiflory teaches us, that it is very dangeroas't to 
indulge ambitious views, ſince no one can poſſibly 
foreſee the guilt they may incur in the execution of 
them. It inſtructs us alſo, to be contented in that ſta- 
tion wherein God has placed us, ſince we have reaſon 
to ſuppoſe it is the propereſt for us; we are likewiſe 
admoniſhed to commit our ways unto the Lord, and 
intreat him to aſſiſt us by his grace, in the government 
of our paſſions, ſince they are too apt to lead us into 
danger and fin, 
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this wickednefs would be the conſequence of his being H 
king of Syria. H appy would it have been for Hazael as 2 gene 
well as for Iſrael, if this prediction had induced him to with 
examine his own heart, and endeavour to ni p in the bud, 3 he 
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creature; and (recollecting, we may ſuppoſe, the cure 
of Naaman) humbled himſelf, to court the favour o. 
the prophet by valuable preſents, in hopes that 
icht be induced to recover him alſo; or at leait, io 
acquaint him with his fate; but, as he did not diſcovel 
any figns of repentance and converhon, he had 10 
1ight to expect comfort or interceſſion from the m 
Gop; and the time was now come, when he was co 
receive the reward of his own arrogance and umpicts, 
by falling a victim to the ambition of another. 
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Hazael, whilſt he was à ſubjeR, ſeems. to have been 
ately eſteemed ; for we learn, that he Was honoured 
with the e n. of bis prince; and it appears, that 
he was a favourite of the people, ſince he Was, without 
oppoſition, choſen to be king. of Syria: from, whenee 
we may conclude, his conduct had been juſt and up- 
right: and a ſenſe of rectitude remained ſtrongly im- 
preſſed on his mind, even when Eliſha warned him of 
the danger of aſpiring to the throne: but it is plain he 
did not know himself; for when he became poſſeſſed 
of power, he verified the predictions of the pr N in 
every particular. | 

This hiſtory teaches us, that it is very dangerous | to 
indulge ambitious views, ſince no one can poſſibly 
foreſee the guilt they may incur in the execution of 
them. It inſtructs us alſo, to be contented in that ſta- 
tion wherein Gop has placed us, fnce we hare reaſon 
to ſuppoſe it is the propereſt for us; we are likewiſe 
admoniſhed to commit our ways unto the LorD, and 
intreat him to aſſiſt us by his grace, in the government 
of our paſſions, ſince they are too apt to lead us into 
danger and ſin. 
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TOW Jehoſhaphat' ſlept with his fa- 

. thers, and was buried with his fathers 
in "the city of David. And Jehoram his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead, 

And he had brethren the ſons of 8 
phat, Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, 
and Azariah, and Michael, and Shephatiah. 
All theſe were the ſons of bee king 
of Iſrael. 

And their father gave them great g gifts of 
ſilver and of gold, and of precious thines, 
with fenced cities in Judah : but the king- 


dom gave he to Jehoram; becauſe he was 


the firſt- born. 

Now when Jehoram was riſen up to the 
kingdom of his father, he ſtrengthened him- 
ſelf, and flew all his brethren with the ſword, 
and divers alſo of the princes of Iſrael. 

Howbeit, the LoRD would not deſtro, 
the houſe of David, becauſe of the covenan! 
that he had made with David, and as he 
prorniſed to give a light to him and to 
ſons for ever. 


REVOLT OF THE ED OMITES, 8 


In his days the Edoinite revolted from 
under the dominion of -Judah; and made 
themſelves a king. 

Then Jehoram went forth with his princes; 
and all his chariots. with him: and he roſe. 
up by night, and ſmote the Edomites which 


compaſſed him in, and the captains of the 


chariots. 
So the Edomites revolted an under the 
hand of Judah unto this day. The ſame 


time alſo did Libnah revolt from under his 


hand; becauſe he had forſaken the Lorn 
God of his fathers. 

Moreover, he made high places in the 
mountains of Judah, and cauſed the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem to commit idolatry, 
and compelled Judah thereto. 

And there came a writing to him from 
Elijah the prophet, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Logp Gop of David thy father, Becauſe 


thou haſt not walked in the ways of Jehoſha- 


phat thy father, nor in the ways of Aſa king 
of Judah, 

But haſt walked in the way of the kings 
of Iſrael, and haſt made Judah and the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem like the houſe of Ahab, 

and 


— 


26 JEHORAM'S DEATH. 


and alſo. haſt ſlain thy brethren of thy fa- 
ther's houſe, which were better than thyſelf : 

Behold, with a great plague will the Loxp 

ſmite thy people, -and thy children, and thy 
wives, and all thy goods. 

And thou ſhalt have great ſickneſs by 
diſeaſe of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall 
out by reaſon of the ſickneſs day by day. 

Moreover, the Log ſtirred up againſt 
Tehoram the ſpirit of the Philiſtines, and of 
the Arabians, that were near the Ethiopians, 

And they came up into Judah, and brake 
into it, and carried away all the ſubſtance 
that was found in the king's houſe, and his 
ſons alſo and his wives; ſo that there was 
never a ſon left him, ſave Jehoahaz the 
youngeſt of his ſons, 

And after all this the Loxp ſmote him in 
his bowels with an incurable diſeaſe. 

And it came to pals that in proceſs. of 
time, after the end of two years, his bowels 
fell out by reaſon of his ſickneſs : ſo he died 
of ſore diſeaſes. And his people made no 
burning for him, like the burning of his 
fathers. 


Thirty and two years old was he when he 


began to reign, and he reigned in Jeruſalem 
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eight years, and departed without being de- 
fired. Howbeit, they buried him in the city 


of David, but not in the ſepulchres of the 


kings. 
ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 

In order to connect the hiſtory of Judah, it will be 
neceſſary, my dear, to read over again, before we pro- 
ceed, the ſection which contains the latter part of the 
reign of king Jehoſhaphat “. | 

Jehoram, had borne a ſhare in the government with 
his father for four years before the death of Jehoſha- 


phat; you have already read, that he was married to 


Ahab's daughter; and now you are informed of the 
unhappy conſequences of this improper alliance; for 
we may conclude, that it was at the inſtigation of 
Athaliah, that Jehoram flew his brethren, and intro- 
duced the worſhip of Baal again into Jeruſalem. 

It was natural to expect, that the-judgments of Gop 
would follow this wickedneſs; and accordingly you 
tind, the Edomites refuſed to pay the uſual tribute, 
and ſet up a king of their own: this revolt compleated 
the prediction of Iſaac, that F/au's poſterity ſhould ſhare 
off the yoke of Jacob; which they did fo effectually, 
that the Jews entirely loſt their dominion over them. 
Libnah alſo threw off its allegiance, and the Philiſ- 
tines and Arabians ravaged the country, plundered the 
king's palace, and even carried away his wives ard 
children, 

It is not eaſy to account for Elijah's ſending a writ- 
ang to Jehoram: it is ſuppoſed that the word Eliſha, 
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88 GOD'S FAITHFULNESS TO DAVID. 

| ſhould be put inſtead of Elijah. You find that this 
wicked king was permitted to reign but a ſhort time, 
and his death was evidently a judgment for his ſins, 
ſince the manner of it agreed exactly with the pro- 
phet's prediction. 

I beg, my dear, © you will remark, in the preſerva- 
tion of one of the king's ſons, the gracious care of 
Gop, for perpetuating the kingdom of Judah and the 
_ houſe of David, in remembrance of his covenant.” 

It certainly was for David's ſake, that ſuch wicked 
kings were endured : for many generations his name, 
by a ſucceſhon of monarchs, deſcended from him, was 
kept up bright and illuftrious, as a lamp is kept burn- 
ing by a conſtant ſupply 'of freſh oil; and you will 
find, that even when the king and people of Judah 
had ſo highly provoked the Logp, that he ſuffered 
them to be carried away from their own land, the 
name of David was ftill honoured, by promiſes of fu. 
ture and everlaſting glory, through a prince, deſcend: 
from him: and his family was preſcrved, and his trive 
had the pre-eminence till the coming of the Meſſiah. 

We are told that Jehoram died Tit hon, being aefires!; 
by which we may underſtand, that he was hated by hi 
people, who neither wiſhed for tus life, nor laments. 
his death. 
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Tas REIGN or AHAZIAH (calLed. s * AL A- 
RIAH anD + JEHOAHAZ) KI or JUDAH. 
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f N D the inhabitants of Jeruſalem made. 
Ahaziah Jehoram's youngeſt fon king 


1 


in dis ſtead. For the band of men that came 
with the Arabians to the camp, had ſlain all 
the eldeſt. So Ahaziah the ſon of Jehoram 


king of Judah reigned. 
Forty and two years old was Akaziahy 


> when he began to reign, and he reigned one 


+ 


year in Jeruſalem. His mother's name alſo 


was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 

He alſo walked in the ways of the houſe 
of Ahab: for his mother was his counſellor 
to do wickedly. 

Wherefore he did evil in the fight of the 
Lon, like the houſe of Ahab: for they 
were his counſellors after the death of his fa- 
ther to his deſtruction. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


The hiſtory of king Ahaziah is ſo interwoven with | 


that of Joram king of Iſrael, that it is difficult to 
ſeparate them. He is ſaid to have been forty-two years 


CY »» — 
2 Chron, xxij. 6. + 2 Chron, xxi. 17. and xxv. 23. 


old 


. 
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old when he began to reign, but this he could not be 
according to his father's age ; it is therefore ſuppoſed by 
the learned, that there is ſome error in tranſcribing 
this paſſage, and that he was only twenty-two years old. 

Notwithſtanding his life was preſerved by the par- 
ticular providence of Gop, when all his brethren were 
lain, he ſuffered himſelf to be influenced by bad coun- 
fel and example to do wickedly : one would have ſup- 


poſed that the heavy judgments which had ſo lately 


been inflicted on his father, would have made ſome 
impreſſion on the mind of Ahaziah; but he ſeems to 
have been a confirmed idolater, and to have been 
educated in an habitual defiance and hatred of the 
Lord, from his very infancy. 

We muſt now return to the hiſtory of the kings of 
Iſrael. : 
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Dearks or JEZEBEL, JORAM KING or IS- 
RAEL, any AHAZ IAH Kins or JUDAH: 


Joram the ſon of Ahab to the war 
againſt Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth- 
gilead : and the Syrians wounded Joram. 


And king Joram went back to be healed 


in Jezreel 'of the wounds which the Syrians 
had given him at Ramah, when he fought 
againſt Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah 


the ſon of Jehoram king of Judah went 


down to. ſee Joram the ſon of Ahab in Jez- 


reel | E 
reel, becauſe ne Was fick. | 


And Eliſha the prophet cajled: one of the 
children of the prophets, and ſaid unto him, 


Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in 
thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. 
And when thou comeſt thither, look out 


there Jehu the ſon of Jehoſhaphat, the ſon: 


of Nimſhi, and go in, and make him ariſe: 


up from among his brethren, and carry him. 


to an inner chamber. 
| Then take the box of oil, and pour it on 
his head, and lay, Thus faith the LoRn, I. 


have 


N D Ahaziah king of Judah went with 
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have anointed thee king over Iſrael: then 
open the door, and flee, and tarry not. 


So the young man, even the young man. 


the prophet went to Ramoth-gilead. 

And when he came, behold, the captains 
of the hoſt were fitting ; and he ſaid, I have 
ah errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu 
ſaid, Unto which of all us? and he ſaid, To 
thee, O captain, 

And he aroſe, and went into the houſe; 
and he poured the oil on his head, and faid 
unto him, Thus ſaith the Logp Gop of II- 
rael, I have anointed thee king over the 
| people of the Lox, even over Iſrael. 

And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab 
thy maſter, that I may avenge the blood of 
my ſervants the prophets, an the blood of 
all the ſervants' of the Logo, at the hand of 
Jezebel. For the whole houſe of Ahab ſhall 
Meru. 

And I will An the race of Ahab like 
the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
and like the houſe of Baaſha the ſon of 
Ahyah. 

And the dogs ſhall eat Jezebel in the por- 
tion of Jezreel, and there ſhall be none 0 
ON her. And he opened the door and fled. 


*Lop 
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JEHU PROCLAIMED KING. gz 


Then Jehu came forth to the ſervants of 


his lord: and one ſaid unto him, Is all well? 


wherefore came this mad fellow to thee ? 


and he faid unto them, Ye know the man 
and his communication. 


And they ſaid, It is falſe: tell us now. 
And he ſaid, Thus and thus ſpake he to me, 
faying, Thus ſaith the Logo, I have anoint- 
ed thee king over Iſrael. 

Then they haſted, and took every man his 


garment, and put it under him on the top of 


the ſtairs, and blew with trumpets, ſaying, 
TY 18 king, 

So Jehu the ſon of Nimſni conſpired 
apa Joram, and Jehu ſaid, If it be your 
minds let none go forth nor eſcape out of the 
city to go tell it in Jezreel. 

80 Jeb rode in a chariot, and went to 
ezreel: for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah 
King of Judah was come down to ſee Joram. 
And there ſtood a watchinan on the tower 

in Jezree), and he ſpied the company of 
Jehu as he came, and ſaid, ] ſee a company. 
And Joram ſaid, Take an horſeman, and 


ſend to meet them, and let him ſay, Is It 
Peace? 


94 JORAM AND AHAZIAH. 


So there went one on horſeback to mc: 
him, and faid, Thus faith the king, Is it 
peace? and Jehu ſaid, What haſt thou to do 
with peace? turn thee behind me. And 
the watchman told, ſaying, The meſſenger 
came to them, but he cometh not again. 

Then he ſent out a ſecond on horſeback, 
which came to them, and ſaid, Thus ſaith 
the king, Is it peace? and Jehu anſwered, 

What haſt thou to do with peace? turn thee 

behind me. | | 

And the watchman told, ſaying, He came 
even unto them, and cometh not again: and 
the driving is like the driving of Jehu the 
ſon of Nimſhi ; for he driveth furiouſly. 

And Joram faid, Make ready. And his 
chariot was made ready. And Joram king 
of Iſrael and Ahaziah king of Judah went 
out, each in his chariot, and they went out 
againſt Jehv, and met him in the portion of 
Naboth the Jezreelite. 

And it came to paſs when Joram ſaw Jehu, 
that he ſaid, Is it peace, Jehu? and he an- 
ſwered, What peace, ſo long as the whore- 
doms of thy mother Jezebel and her witch- 
ciafts are ſo many? 
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| JORAM'SLATIN. 95 

And Joram turned his hands, and fled, 
and ſaid to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O 
Ahaziah. 

And Jehu drew a bow with his full 
ſtrength, and ſmote Joram between his 
arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, 
and he ſunk down in his chariot. 

Then ſaid Jehu to Bidkar his captain, 
Take up, and caſt him in the portion of the 
For remem- 


after Ahab his father, the Lord laid this 
burden upon him; 

Surely I have ſeen yeſterday the blood of 
Naboth, and the blood of his ſons, ſaith the 
Lord; and I will requite thee in this plat, 
faith the Loxp. Now therefore take and 
caſt him into the plat of ground, according 
to the word of the Loxp. | 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah ſaw 
this, he fled by the way of the garden-houſe, 
and Jehu followed after him, and ſail, 
Smite him alſo in the chariot. And they 
did ſo at the going up to Gur, which is by 
Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died 
there, | 


And 


95 JE Z ENU L SLAIN. 


And his ſervants carried him in a chario: 


to Jeruſalem, and buried him in his ſepulchte ME 


with his fathers in the city of David. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Je- 
zebel heard of it, and ſhe painted her face, and 
tired her head, and looked out at a window. 
And as Jehu entered in at the gate, ſhe 
ſaid, Had Eimri peace who ſlew his maſter ? 
And he lifted up his face to the window, 
and ſaid, Who is on my ſide? who? and there 


ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of Jezebel. 


A 


Ar „ 
e 


thou 


looked out to him two or three eunuchs. 
And he ſaid, Throw her down. So they 18 rig 
threw her down: and ſome of her blood was 1 
ſprinkled on the wall, and on the horſes: E 
and he trod her under foot. ratio 
And when he was come in he did eat and B 
drink, and ſaid, Go, ſee now this curſed wo- of the 
man, and bury her: for ſhe is a king's for h 
daughter. boarr 
And they went to bury her: but they In 
found no more of her than the ſkull, and tne ſhort 
feet, and the palms of her hands. coaſts 
Wherefore they came again and told hi. Fr, 
And he ſaid, This is the word of the Lov Gilea 
which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the N 
Tiſhbite, ſaying, In the portion of Jezrc'! river 
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Gob's PROMISE TO JEHU., gp 


And the carcaſe of Jezebel ſhall be as 


dung upon the face of the field in the por- 


tion of Jezreel ; ſo that they has not ſay, 
This is Jezebel. 


Howbeit, from the ſins of Jeroboam the 


ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to ſin, Jehu 
departed not from after them, to wit, the 


golden calves that were in Beth-el, and that 


were in Dan. - 


And the Lord ſaid unto Jehu, Because 


thou haſt done well in executing that which 


is right in mine eyes, and haſt done unto the 


; houſe of Ahab according to all that was in 
mine heart, thy children of the fourth gene- 


ration ſhall fit on the throne of Iſracl. 


But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law 


of the Loxpd Gob of Iſrael with all his heart; 


for he departed not from the fins of Jero-— 
boamn, which made Iſrael to fin. 

In thoſe days the LoR D began to cut Iſrael 
ſhort? and Hazael ſmore them in all the 
coalts of Iſrael ; | 

From Jordan eaſtward, all the Un of 
Gilead, the Gadites, and tlie Reubenites, and 
the Manaſſites, from Aroer, which is by the 
river Arnon, even Gilead, and Baſhan. 


Vor. IV. | * And 


98 JEHU'S DEATH. 
And Jehu ſlept with his fathers; ; and they 
buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his 
ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
And the time that Jehu reigned over Iſrael 
in a Samaria » was Frey and eight years, 


$4 8 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


4% Ramoth-gilead was a place of long diſpute be-. 
tween Iſrael and Syria; Jehoram had lately had an 
engagement with Hazael king of Syria not far from 
it, wherein he had received ſome very dangerous 
wounds, and was gone down to Jezreel to be cured of 
them. His army, however, continued the fiege, under 
the command of Jehu; who, in the king's abſence 
acted as captain-general.*? 

Jehu ſeems to have had no previous intimation of 
his appointment to the throne of Iſrae!; neither do we 
read that he had any intention to raiſe a conſpiracy 
againſt his ſovereign ; but when commanded by Gov, 
it was his duty to obey. It is very ſhocking to read of 
ſuch a dreadful maſſacre; but if we recolle& the grea: 
number of juſt and innocent perſons, who had been 
put to death by the houſe of Ahab in defiance of Gov 
HiwmsELF, we cannot but acknowledge the juftice of 
the Supreme Being, in bringing ſuch judgments upon 
them ;-eſpecially as he had cauſed his prophet my 
do warn them that he ſhould do bo, unleſs they 7: 
pented. 

Jezebel, and the whole houſe of Ahab, were ci 

firmed idolaters, notwithſtanding the Logo had e- 
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ciouſly employed various means to convert them: they 
had been afflicted with adverſity to humble their 


minds; prophets had been ſent, and miracles wrought, 


to deliver them from diftreſs, yet they hardened their 
hearts; and as their numbers increaſed, would, if 
they kad been ſuffered to live, have corrupted many, 
who were now inſtructed by the miſerable fate of theſe 
finners, to perſevere in the worſhip of the Lox D. 

I need not comment on the juſtice of Jezebel's fate, 
for I am ſure 1t muſt ſtrike your own mind. The pro- 
phecy of Elijah was literally fulflled in every rgſpedt, 
Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria, It is ſuppoſed, 


that thoſe who had the care of the young princes, fled 


with them from Jezreel to that city, thinking they 
would be ſafeſt in the capita]: but it appears, that 
Jehu wrote letters to the rulers of that place, ſaying, 
&* as you have your maſter's ſons with yeu, alſo chariots 
and horſes, and are in a fenced city, ſet up one of them 
for a king, and fight for your maſter's houſe e“ theſe let- 
ters were ironical ; for he could not ſuppoſe they would 
venture, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, to ſet up 
one of Ahab's ſons in competition with him, who 
was proceeding, with ſo much impetuoſity, to deſtroy 


the houſe of Ahab; they were therefore greatly in- 


timidated, and returned him for anſwer, *<* that they 
would do that which was good in his eyes; on which 
he wrote them a ſecond letter, requiring them to bring 
the head of their maſter's ſons to him in Jezreel: they 
were eaſily induced, for their own ſafety, to become 
themſelves, the executioners of the young princes z 
** thoſe + who have been falſe to their 0D, are ſoon 


-, + Henry's Annotations, 
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| perſuaded to be falſe to their friends ;” and they accord. 

ingly flew them all, and ſent their heads in baſkets 0 
Jezreel, which Jehu commanded to be laid in two 
heaps at the entering of the gate, till the morning; 
when, addreſſing himſelf to the rulers of Jezreel, he 
juſtified, from their action, his own treatment of the 
other perſons in Ahab's family ; for if the guardians 
of the young princes were blamele/' for killing ſo many 
perſons by his order, ſurely he was not to be condemned 
for what he had done by divine command. 

Jehu then proceeded to ſlay the reſt of Ahab's 
houſe, till he left none remaining in Jezreel: purſuing 
his way to Samaria, he met ſome of the brethren of 
Ahaziah, amounting to forty perſons, who were g 
to viſit the children of the king and the queen of |! 
rael; theſe he killed allo, for they were juſtly include 
in the deſtruction of this wicked race; as their father 
had entered into ſo intimate an alliance with Ah)! 
family, and imitated him in ſome of his worſt cri 
—they are ſuppoſed to have been ſome of Athatic!:'; 
relations. 

Jehu next reſolved to cut off all the worſhippers of 
Baal; for this purpoſe he cauſed a ſolemn aſſemb!“ 
be called, and commanded every one to attend, ſa; 
« Aab ſerved Baal a little, but J will ferve hin 
much.” When they were all collected in the idol“ 
temple, he gave orders to eighty men who were win 
out, to put them, without reſerve, to the ſword ; 1 

en br ake down the image, and deſtroyed the houſe. 

FE the ſon of Rechab, was a pious good man, 
why lived a retired life; being well _— wich 
che prophecies againſt Ahab's houſe, he imputcd | 

CO 


2 — 


C4 13s 


9 


IE HU S IMPET UOSITY. 10 


© condutt:to zeal for the Lokp, and therefore went to 


meet him, and gave him countenance. 
Jehu ſeems to have been ſo intoxicated with the 


power which Gop had put into his hands, that he did 


not ſtop to conſider.— 80 he could but eftabliſh him 


ſelf on the throne, to which the deſtruction of Ahab's 


race, and Baal's worſhippers was neceſſary, he would 
not ſtop at any means; and it muſt be acknowledged, 


that his behaviour to the latter, was treacherous and 
falſe: neither was he commiſſioned to cut them off in 
that manner; for, as he was king, he might have 


cauſed falſe worſhippers to be put to death by the 


| hands of juſtice, in a regular way, eſpecially as he 


would have been defended from oppoſition by divine 
power, Ld PN 

Jehu was a man of a furious temper, and therefore a 
proper inſtrument for the exeeution of divine venge- 
ance: if Iſrael had continued faithful to the Lok, 
or would have hearkened to the warnings of the pro- 
phets, . this violent man would never have had the 
power to oppreſs them ; but as they were obdurate, it 
pleaſed Gop to raiſe him up for their chaſtiſement. 

That the world might learn, and Jehu himſelf re- 
member, that Ahab's race were devoted to deſtruc- 
tion for their fins, he received the approbation of the 
Lon p, for the punctual execution of the divine com- 
mand, with a promiſe that his family ſhould continue 
on the throne for four generations: one would ſup- 
poſe, that this would have encouraged him to propa- 
gate the worſhip of the LoR D, but we find that he re- 
tained the worſhip of the golden calves: for theſe 
abominations he was puniſhed with an unquiet reign ; 


13 and 


mo 
2 
© 


02 JE HUS VALOUR, 


and his ſubjects, afflicted for their fins by Hazael, the 
cruel king of Syria, who turned his arms againſt them, 
and is ſuppoſed, gt. this time, to have practiſed ſome 
of thoſe barbarities predicted by the prophet Eliſha. 
Jehu 1s thought to have defended his country from 
its invaders, with great ſpirit and ſkill; but the record; 
of his reign, which are ſaid to have been written in 
the chronicles of the kings of Iſrael, are loſt; and 
therefore it is impoſſible to obtain farther particulars. 
I am ſure you will be able to diſtinguiſh the fault; 
in Jehu's conduct; and I think will not impute them 
to the command of Gop, as he certainly might haue 
deſtroy ed the family of Ahab, aſſiſted" as he was, ) 
Almighty power, without employing either deceit © 
treachery :- he might alſo have fecured his own profpr- 
rity, if his behavicur had been thoroughly conſiien 
with his duty, as king of Iſrael, and ſervant ot tt: 
Lon D Ji KOVAH, 
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SECT. XIV. 


Tur Rien or ATHALIAH Queex or 
15 JUDAH. | 
IA ND when Athaliah the mother of Aha- 
1 2iah ſaw that her ſon was dead, ſhe 
aroſe, and deſtroyed all the ſeed royal. 
But Jehoſhabeath the daughter of the 
king took Joaſh the fon of Ahaziah, and 


55 ſtole him from among the king's ſons that 


were ſlain, and put him and his nurſe in a 
bed- chamber. So Jehoſhabeath the daugh- 
ter of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada 
the prieſt (for ſhe was the ſiſter of Ahaziah) 
hid him from Athaliah, ſo that ſhe flew 
him not. 

And he was with her hid in the houſe of 
the Long ſix years. And Athaliah did reign 
over the land. 

And the ſeventh year Jchoiada ſent and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the 
captains and the guard, and brought them to 
him into the houſe of the Lozp, and made 
a Covenant with them, and took an oath of 
them in the houſe of the Lozy, and ſhewed 
them the king's ſon. 

F 4: And 


104 JEHOIADA*S LOYALTY. 


And he commanded them, ſaying, This 
is the thing that ye ſhall do; a third part of 
you that enter in on the ſabbath ſhall even 
be keepers of the watch of the king's houſe ; 

And a third part ſhall be at the pate of 
Sur; and a third part at the gate behind thc 
guard : ſo ſhall ye keep the watch of the 
houſe that it be not broken down. 

And two parts of all you that go forth on 
the ſabbath, even they ſhall keep the watch 
of the houſe of the Loxp about the king. 

And ye ſhall compaſs the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in 1113 
hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, 
let him be lain. And be ye with the king 
as he goeth out, and as he cometh in. 

And the captains over the hundreds dit 
according to all things that Jehoiada the 
prieſt commanded: and they took every 
man his men that were to come in on the 
ſabbath, with them that ſhould go cut on 
the ſabbath, and came to Jchoiada the p:i-!.., 

And to the captains over hundreds Q'«! :... 
prieſt give king David's ſpears and ſhies 
that were in the temple of the Lornp. 

And the guard ſtood, every man with 
weapons in his hand, round about the K. 
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ATHALIAHS DEATH, 0g 
from the right corner of the temple to the 
left corner of the temple, along by the altar 


and the temple. 
And he brought forth the king's ſon, and 


put the crown upon him, and gave him the 


teſtimony; and they made un king, and 


anointed him; and they clapped their hands, 


and ſaid, Gop fave the king. 


And when Athaliah heard the noiſe of the 
guard and of the people, ſhe came to the 
people into the temple of the Lozp. 

And when ſhe looked, behold, the king 
ſtood by a pillar, as the manner was, and 
the princes and the trumpeters by the king, 
and all the people of the land rejoiced, and 
blewwith trumpets... And Athaliah rent her 
clothes, and cried Treaſon, treaſon. 

But Jehoiada the prieſt commanded the 
captains of the hundreds, the officers of the 


hoſt, and ſaid unto them, Have her forth 
without the ranges; and him that followeth 


her kill with the ſword. For the prieſt had 
ſaid, Let her not be lain in the houſe of the 
Loxp. 

And they laid hands on her, and ſhe went 
by the way, by the which the horſes came into 
the King's houſe, and there was ſhe ſlain. 

| Ex ANNODO- 
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ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS. 
We have, in this ſection, another inſtance of the 


faithfulneſs of the Supreme Being, in the wonderful 
preſervation of. Joaſh. 
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It is quite mocking to read of the fury of Athaliab, 4 

and the dreadful maſſicre ſhe cauſed; but women who 5 
give themſelves up to imprety and immorality, become in 
a prey to tumultuous paſſions, and commit aQions | 2 

which thoſe who conduct themſelves by the rules of | 7 

religion, ſhudder even to hear of, How happy might 15 
ſhe have been, had ſhe ſerved God, and educated her 71 li 
children in a proper way; then would the bleſſing of 0 

the Loxb have been ſecure to them, and ſhe woul! | 
have had no cauſe to deplore their miſerable end. W 

When Jehoiada thought it time to produce the young | 
king, he concerted with the principal perſons in tic 5 

Fingdom for this purpoſe ; they joy fully acquieſced in 

his propoſal, took an oath of fidelity to Joaſh, and ma. 4 
t 


naged things with ſuch ſecrecy and diſpatch, that every 

point was accompliſhed before Athaliah had the lead 
intimation of their deſign: as ſoon as ſhe heard the c- 
clamations of the people ſhe was terrified, and ran wit F 
haſt? to the Temple from whence the noiſe proceeded, 
and ſoon found that it was too late to prevent the ruin 
that threatened her, for ſhe was immediately put to i! 
ſword, and received the reward of her impiety an — 99 
uſurpation. Every one muſt diſcern the juſtice of (0 


in the puniſhment of this wicked queen, and the p:*- 
ſervation of Joaſh. 
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SECT; xv. 


Taz Rze1cn or JOASH (carLtDd ar.so JEHOASH) 
Kine or JUDAH, | 


OASH was ſeven years old when he be- 


of gan to reign, and he reigned forty years 


in Jeruſalem. His mother's name allo was 
Zibeah of Beer-ſheba. 

And Joaſh did that which was right in the 
ſight of the Loxp all the days of Jehoiada 
the prieſt, 

And it came to pals after this, that Joaſh 
was minded to repair the houſe of the Lok. 

(For the ſons of Athaliah that wicked wo- 
man had broken up the houſe of GOD; and 
alſo all the dedicated things of the houſe of 
the Lord did they beſtow upon Baalim.) 

So the workmen wrought, and the work 
was perfected by them, and they ſet the houſe 
of God in his ſtate, and ſtrengthened it. 

But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of 
days when he died; an hundred and thirty 
years old was he when he died. 

And they buried kim in the city of David 
among the kings, becauſe he had done good 
in Iſrael, both toward GoD, and toward 


his houſe, 
F 6 


Now 


28 JEHOIADA'S DEATH. = 

Now after the death of Jehoiada came the 9 
princes of Judah, and made obeiſance to the [ 
king. Then the king hearkened unto them. 

And they left the houſe of the Lox b Gon _ # 
'of their fathers, and ſerved groves and idols: | : 
and wrath came upon Judah and Jeruſalen: 
for this their treſpaſs. 


Yet he ſent prophets to them to bring | 2 
them again unto the Logp, and they teſtified © 


againſt them: but they would not give car. 

And the Spirit of Gop came upon Zecha- 
riah the ſon of Jehoiada the prieſt, which 
ſtood above the people, and ſaid unto them, 
Thus faith Gop, Why tranſgreſs ye the | 
commandments of the Lonp that ye canno: 
proſper ? becauſe ye have forſaken the Lob, 
he hath alfo forſaken you. 

And they conſpired againſt him, and ſtone: 
him with ſtones at the commandment of th 
king in the court of the houſe of the Logo. 

Thus Joaſh the king remembered not thc 
kindneſs which Jehoiada his father had done 
to him, bur New his ſon. And when he dic, 
he ſaid, The Lord look upon it, and require it, 

Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and 
fought againſt Gath, and took it: and IIa- 
zacl ſet his face to go up to Jeruſalem. 
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Aud Joaſh king of Judah took all the 
hallowed things that Jehoſhaphat and Jeho- 


= ram and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Ju- 
dah, had dedicated, and his own hallowed 


things, and all the gold that was found in 
the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and 
in the king's houſe, and ſent it to Hazael 
king of Syria ; ; and he went away from Je- 


ruſalem. 


And it came to paſs at the end of the year, 
that the hoſt of Syria came up againſt him ; 
and they came to Judah and Jeruſalem, and 
deſtroyed all the princes of the people from 
among the people, and ſent all the ſpoil of 
them unto the king of Damaſcus. 

For the army of the Syrians came with a 
{mall company of men, and the Lord deli- 
vered a very great hoſt into their hand, be- 
cauſe they had forſaken the LoRD Gop of 
their fathers: ſo they executed judgment 
againſt Joaſh. 

And when they were 3 from him 
(for they left him in great diſeaſes) his own 
ſervants conſpired againſt him, for the blood 
of the ſons of Jehoiada the prieſt, and ſlew 


him on his bed; and he died: and they buried 


him in the city of David, but they buried 
him not in the ſepulchres of the kings. 
ANN 


10 THE MURDER OF ZECHARIAH. 
ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


Joaſh was extremely fortunate in the beginning of 


his reign, in being under the direction of ſo good and 
pious a man as Jehoida, for both he and his ſubjects 
experienced the happy effects of his excellent manage. 
ment; whilſt Joaſh continued under his influence, he 
appeared wiſe and amiable, and the bleſſing of the 
Lord attended him; but as ſoon as he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be perverted from the worſhip of the Lok b, his 
happineſs and proſperity forſook him, for wrath cam: 
upon him from the LoRD ; and the Syrians were pet- 
mitted to prevail againſt him. . 

Vou already know the character of Hazael, and 
therefore may eaſily imagine the miſeries which Juda“ 
endured, by falling into his cruel hands; yet they could 
not juſtly reproach Gop for railing them up ſuch ar 
enemy, as he would undoubtedly have been reſtrained 
from hurting them, (as he was during the life of fe- 
'hoida) if they had not provoked the divine challiſemer: 
by their apoſtacy. 

Nothing could be a greater ;ofule 1 to the LoR b, than 
the murder of the prophet Zechariah, whom the; 
ſtoned whilſt he was declaring the word of rhe IL. o 
in a place always deemed ſacred, the court of che 
Temple. This wickedneſs was too notorious to eſcap- 
the vengeance of Gon, 

How does every portion of ſacred hiſtory exem;1i!y 
the truth, juſtice, wiſlem, and goodneſs of the SHE 
BEING! 
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E C. XVI. 


ar Rxiex or JEHOAHAZ Kine or ISRAEL, 


TN the three and twentieth year of Joaſh 


the ſon of Ahaziah king of Judah, Jeho- 
haz the ſon of Jehu began to reign over If- 
rael in Samaria, and reigned ſeventeen years, 
And he did that which was evil in the 
fight of the Lord, and followed the ſins of 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, which made 
Iſrael to ſin : he departed not therefrom. 

And the anger of the Loxp was kindled 
againſt Iſrael, and he delivered them into 
the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into 
the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon of Hazael, 
all their days. 

And Jehoahaz 6 the Lokp, and 
the Loxp hearkened unto him: for he ſaw 
the oppreſſion of Iſrael, becauſe the king of 
Syria oppreſſed them. 

Neither did he leave of the people to Je- 
hoahaz, but fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, 
and ten thouſand footmen : for the king of 
Syria had deſtroyed them, and had made 
them like the duſt by threſhing, 


And 


112 THE DEATH: OF JEHOAHAZ. 


And the Lorp gave Iſrael a ſaviour, ſo had 
that they went out from under the hand of | wou 
the Syrians: and the children of Iſrael dwelt # bet 
in their tents, as before-time. | 9 = f 

Nevertheleſs, they departed not from the 1 ocea 
fins of the houſe of Jeroboam, who made I- 1 mon 
rael fin, but walked therein: and there re- 4 mo 
mained the grove alſo in Samaria. 2 2 


And Jehoahaz ſlept with his fathers: and upe 
they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoaſh _ 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


How ſhocking is it to read of the degeneracy of 
Iſrael! When we compare their abject condition in the 
days of Jehoahaz, with their glory and eminence in 
the reigns of David and Solomon, one can ſcarcely be— 
lieve it to be the ſame nation which was choſen as ile 
peculiar people of Gop. Whilſt they continued faich- 
ful to him, the LoRD Himſelf “ wwas their defence, au 
the ſhield of their help, and the ſword of their excellency . 
when they forſook him they were {tripped ct thc:r 
honour, and expoſed to the inſults of their neighbour: ; 
yet did not the Lord forget His Covenant, for wii 
they returned unto Him with true contrition, he never 
rejected their prayers ; a remarkable inſtance of Wich 
we have in the hiſtory of Jehoahaz, who was reſcucd 
from utter deſtruction by a miraculous deliverance, 4. 
a time when Hazael had gained ſuch advantages, . 

had 
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GOD'S FPORBEARANCE. 113 


had he not been reſtrained by omni potent power, he 
would have.entirely extirpated the kingdom of Iſrael; 
but though he was permitted to ſucceed againſt this 
people, on account of their ſins; yet could the ſame 
ALmicaTyY BEING who ruleth the raging of the 
ocean, reſtrain the turbulent paſſions of this haughty 
monarch, and ſay to him hirherto ſhalt thou go and 
no farther.” | - 

Let this inſtance encourage thoſe who have forſaken 
the Lob, to turn unto him, who will have mercy 


-upen them, 


SECT. 


1 114 J 


e T. XVI. 


Tux RRION or JEHOASH (carte A180 JOASH) 
| KING or ISRAEL. 


'N the thirty and ſeventh year of Joaſh 


king of Judah, began Jehoaſh the ſon of 


Jehoahaz to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, 


and reigned ſixteen years. 

And he did that which was evil. in the 
ſight of the Lozd : he departed not from all 
the ſins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, v lo 
made Iſrael to ſin ; but he walked therein. 

Now Eliſha was fallen fick of his ſickneſs 
whereof he died; and Joaſh the king of 1: 
rael came down unto him, and wept over his 


face, and ſaid, O my father, my father, the 


chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereo!, 

And Eliſha ſaid unto him, Take bow and 
arrows, And he took unto him bow and 
arrows. 

And he ſaid to the king of Iſrael, Pu 
thine hand upon the bow. And he put lis 
hand upon it: and Eliſha put his hands upon 
the king's har.ds. | 

And he ſaid, Open the window eaſt»-::. 
And he opened it. Then Eliſha ſaid, Sta 


an 


C Ils 
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DEATH OF ELISHA. 115 


And he ſhot. And he ſaid, The arrow of 
the Lokp's deliverance, and the arrow of 
22 deliverance from Syria: for thou ſhall ſmite 
the Syrians in Aphek till thou have con- 
2 ſumed, them. | 


And he ſaid Take the arrows. And he 


5 took them. And he ſaid unto the king of 
IlIſrael, Smite upon the ground. 
ſtmote thrice, and ſtayed. 


And he 


And the man of Gop was wroth with him, 


- and ſaid, Thou ſhouldeſt have ſinitten five 
or ſix times; then hadſt thou ſmitten Syria 


till thou hadſt conſumed it: whereas now 
thou ſhalt ſmite Syria but tarice. 

And Elitha died, and they buried him. 
And the bands of the Moabites invaded the 
land at the coming in of the year. 

And it came to paſs as they were burying 
a man, that behold, they ſpied a band of 
men; and they caſt the man into the ſe- 
pulchre of Eliſha; and when the man was 
let down, and touched the bones of Eliſha, 
he revived, and ſtood up on his feet. 

But Hazael king of Syria oppreſſed Iſrael 
all the days of Jehoahaz. 

And the Loxp was gracious unto them, 
and had compaſſion on them, and had reſpect 

unto 


——_—_—_— 
— 


— . D:—eü.. — — — — — 


—— GPS ne ropes 


—— 


116 DEATH OF JO As H. 

unto them, becauſe of his covenant with 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and would not 
deſtroy them, neither caſt he them from his 
preſence as yet. 

So Hazael king of Syria died ; and Ben- 
hadad his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

And Jehoaſh the ſon of Jehoahaz took 
again out of the hand of Ben-hadad the ſon 
of Hazael, the cities which he had taken out 
of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war, 
three times did Joaſh beat him, and recover- 
ed the cities of Ifracl. 

And Joaſh ſlept with his fathers ; and Je- 
roboam ſat upon his throne: and Joaſh was 
buried in Samaria with the kings of Iſracl. 

And the reſt of the acts of Joaſh, and all 
that he did, and his might wherewith he 
fought againſt Amaziah king of Judah, are 
they not written in the book of the chron:- 
cles of the kings of Iſrael ? 


ANNOTATIONS AN P REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoaſh continued the abominations which fero- 
boam had fatally introduced into Iſrael, and in that 
reſpe& did evil in the fight of the LORD: yet he had a 
great perſonal reſpe& for the prophet Eliſha, an 
think it appears, reverenced the Lok zz = degree, 


though he did not ſerve Him with a perfect hear 


Kita 


ELISHA'S, LAST PROPHECY. 117 


Eliſha lived to an advanced age; it was about fixty 
years ſince he had been called to the prophetic office 
by Elijah; and though we do not read of his having 
been employed by Gop in any particular ſervice for a 
long time, it is moſt likely he continued his admoni- 
tions, and had performed ſome good offices for Iſrael, or 
Jehoaſh would not have addreſſed him in thoſe endear- 
ing words which Eliſha himſelf made uſe of when 
Elijah was taken from him; ** my father! my father! 
the chariot of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof!“ Perhaps 
Eliſha was the /avi/our whom the Lok p is ſaid to have 
raiſed up to deliver them, by his interceſſions and 


-. prayers, out of the hands of the Syrians; this opinion 


is confirmed by Eliſha's laſt action in the character of 
a prophet, he gave the king great aſſurances of ſuc- 
ceſs againſt the Syrians, and encouraged him to proſe- 
cute the war with vigour, and to animate him gave 
him a ſign that he was commiitoned to attack them, 
with a promiſe of ſucceſs. 7: is,“ ſaid Eliſha, © 7he 


arrow of the Lox D' deliverance, even the arrow of de- 


. . f . 95 7 * — * 3 
liverance from Syria. The prophet having in God's 


name, aſſured him of victory over the Syrians, 


Proved him by another ſign, whether he would purſue 


them with more zeal than Ahab had done: this was 
the meaning of his bidding him *©* rige avith the ar- 
row on the ground; as much as to ſay, Believe * 
them brought to the ground by the arrow of the Lox p, 
given into your Fand; now let me ſee how you will im- 
prove theſe advantages.” The king ſhewed not that 
eagerneſs and warmth that might have been expected, 
but /mcte thrice and no more per haps he LS 


” Henry's Annotations. 


the 


a1 A REMARKABLE MIRACLE. 


the ſign, and diſtruſted the prophet ; and there 1; 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it was to confirm the truth of 
Eliſha's being divinely inſpired, that the miracle ve 
read of after the account of his death, was performed: 
many of the Iſraelites might have repreſented Eliſa 
as an impoſtor, and thrown aſperſions on his memory; 
this miracle therefore, ſerved to 2/?abliſh his reputation 


as a PROPHET, and to pive the people confidence in | 


reſpect to the conqueſt of the Syrians, which he had 
predicted. Elijah, you know, was honoured by the 
tranſlation of his BODY 70 heaven ; Eliſha was filled 
with the ſame HoLy SPIRIT that had before inſpired 
his maſter, and followed the example of his fidelity to 
Gov; therefore the Lord honoured bis BODY ©! i 
the fight of the world, but in a different way, by makin; 
it (after his own ſoul was departed from it) an 77-4 
ment of DivinEg PowER, in reſtoring life to a dead man. 
You muſt not ſuppoſe, my dear, that there was au. 
inherent virtue in the remains of Eliſha, more than 
thoſe of another man: Divins IX SIX AT TON did 10: 
alter the nature of PROPHETS, whoſe bodies were ©! 
ſubject to diſaſes and decay, and their minds liablz t» 
paſſions and n; excepting when they were 1miracu- 
louſly ſuſtained and illuminated, by the particular iu. 
Fofirion of the SUPREME BEING, what they faid or 
did in the ame of the Log b, was entirely anpromed. 7! i; 
they were no farther gory than as they were 
or ſet apart for the ſervice of God, and lived agree 
to their holy appointment; yet on theſe accounts 
were juſtly reverenced, and for the good offices 
performed for the world, they were entitled to 
A farther uſe may be made of this miracle, by con 
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DEATH OF HAZAEL. ' wh 


here i; = ing it as a proof of the immortality of the ſoul ; but 


ruth of A this we need not attend to here, becauſe we ſhall find 


till better evidence as we proceed, 
You have already read, in the hiſtory of the kings 


; of Jupan, that HazaeLinvaded that country, and even 


1 to attempt Jeruſalem, but was diverted from 
© his purpoſe by gifts of the treaſures of the Lok D's 
* Houſe; ; which Joaſh, the king who at that time reign- 


ed orer Judah, was induced to make him through fear. 


% Hazael * having thus ſubdued and tyrannized 


| ; over the kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, died, and his 
4 infatuated people paid divine honours to his memory.“ 


Though Hazael was a great monarch, he muſt have 


been an unhappy man; for it is impoſſible that a mind 
like his, perpetually hurried by tumultuous paſſions, | 
- ſhould know the invaluable bleſſing of inward peace 


and ſatisfaction. 

He left behind him a fon and ſucceſſor, named Ben- 
hadad, who ſuffered a total reverſe of his father's for- 
tune, Jehoaſh king of Iſcael defeated him thrice, as 
Eliſha had predicted, and recovered from him all that 
Hazael had taken from Iſrael. Jehoaſh is ſuppoſed to 
have divided the goverament of the kingdom with his 
fon Jeroboam, for the laſt ten years of his reign, 


* Univerſal Higory. 
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MAZ IAH was twenty and five years | 2 a 
old when he began to reign, and he F val 
reigned twenty and nine years in Jeruſalem, = 
And his mother's name was Jehoaddan of 9 wn 
Jeruſalem. | wi 
And he did that which was right in the Vit 
ſight of the Lord, but not with a perfect FT. 


heart. -* the 
Now it came to paſs when the kingdom the 
was eſtabliſhed to him, that he flew his fer- an 
vants that had killed the king his father : | 
But he ſlew not their children, but did as Bu 
it is written in the law in the book of Moles, wh 
where the Loxp commanded, ſaying, The an. 
fathers ſhall not die for the children, neither ab! 
ſhall the children die for the fathers, but 
every man ſhall die for his own ſin. arn 
Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah to- to 
gether; and made them captains over tho Fa 
ſands, and captains over hundreds, accord. reti 
ing to the houſes of their fathers, throuc!- 


out all Judah and Benjamin: and he nvn- Hed 
bered them from twenty years old 
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the battle: 
che enemy: for Gop hath power to help, 


EPHRAIM OFFENDED. 12 


1 above, and found them three. hundred thou- 
* ſand choice men, able to go forth to war, 
EX that could handle ſpear and ſhield. 


He hired alfo 3 an hundred thouſand mighty 


men of valour dut of Ifracl for an hundred 
talents of filver; © 0 | 


But there came a man 1of God to Kat ſay- 


a ing, O king, let not the army of Ifracl go 
Vith thee, for the Lord is not with Iſrael, to 
8 : wit, with all the children of Ephraim. 


But if thou wilt go, do it, be ſtrong for 
Gop ſhall make thee fall before 


2nd to caſt down. 
And Amaziah ſaid to the man of Goo, 


But what ſhall we do for the hundred talents 


which I have given to the army of Iſrael ? 
and the man of Gop anſwered, The Lord is 
able to give thee much more than this. 
Then Amaziah ſeparated them, to wit, the 
army that was come to him out of Ephraim, 


to go home again: wherefore their anger 


was greatly kindled againſt Judah, and they 
returned home in oreat anger. 
And Amaziah ftrengthened himſelf, and 


led forth his people, and went to the valley 
S 6 of 
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122 AMAZIAH'S ID OI. AT Rv. 


of ſalt, and ſmote of the children of Seir ten 
thouſand. | 

And other ten thouſand left alive did the 
children of Judah carry away captive, and 
brought them unto the top of the rock, and 
caſt them down from the top of the rock, 
that they were broken all in pieces. 

But the ſoldiers of the army which Ama. 
zlah ſent back, that they ſhould not go vi! 
him to battle, fell upon the cities of Judah, 
from Samaria even unto Beth- horon, an 
ſmote three thouſand of them, and to! 


much ſpoil. 


Now 1t came to paſs, after that Amazia | 
. was come from the {laughter of the Edom— 


ites, that he brought the gods of the children 
of Seir, and ſet them up to be his gods, an 
bowed down himſelf before them, and burn- 
ed incenſe unto them. 

Wherefore the anger of the Lozp wi 


kindled againſt Amaziah, and he ſent uit» 


him a prophet, which ſaid unto him, Wor 


haſt thou ſought after the gods of the pcop:c, 
which could not deliver their own geen 
out of thine hand ? 

And it came to paſs as he talked with [1:7 
that the king ſaid unto him, Art thou made 
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AMAZIAH'S CHALLENGE. 123 


of the king's counſel ? forbear ; why ſhould- 
eſt thou be ſmitten ? then the prophet for- 
bare, and ſaid, 1 know that Gop hath deter- 
mined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and haſt not hearkened unto my 
counſel. 

Then Amaziah king of Judah took ad- 
vice, and ſent to Jehoaſh, the ſon of Jehoahaz 
the ſon of Jehu, king of Iſrael, ſaying, Come, 
let us ſee one another in the ſace. 

And Jehoaſh king of Iſrael ſent to Amaziah 
king of Judah, ſaying, The thiſtle that was 
in Lebanon ſent to the cedar that was in Le- 
banon, ſaying, Give thy daughter to my ſon 
to wife: and there paſſed by a wild beaſt that 
was in Lebanon, and trode down the thiſtle. 

Thou ſayeſt, Lo, thou haſt ſmitten the 
Edomites, and thine heart lifteth thee up to 
abide now at home; why ſhouldet 
thou meddle to thine hurt that thou ſhouldeſt 
fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? 

But Amaziah would not hear: for it came 
of Gop that he might deliver thera into the 
hand of their enemies, becauſe they ſoug! 
after the gods of Edom. 

So Jehoaſh the king of Iiracl went vp; and 
they ſaw one another in the face, both he 
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124' JUDAH DEFEATED. 


and Amaziah king of Judah at Beth-ſhe. 
meſh, which belongeth to Judah. 

And Judah was put to the worſe before 
Iſrael, and they fled every man to his tent. 

And Jehoaſh the king of Iſrael, took Ama. 
ziah king of Judah the ſon of Jehoaſh the ſon 
of Jehoahaz at Beth-ſhemeſh, and brought 
him to Jeruſalem, and brake down the wal] 
of Jeruſalem from the gate of Ephraim tv 
the corner gate, four hundred cubits. 

And he took all the gold and the fly, 
and all the veſſels that were found in th: 
houſe of Gop with Obed-edom, and tle 
_ treaſures of the king's houſe, the hoitac:s 
allo, and returned to Samarta. 


And Amaziah the ſon of Joaſh king vi 


Judah lived after the death of Jehoaſh, ſor of 
Jehoahaz king of Lirael fifteen years. 

Now the reſt of the acts of Amaziah, firi 
and laſt, behold, are they not written in the 
book of the kings of Judah and Iſrael. 

Now after the time that Amaziah did 
turn away from following the Loup, they 
mage a conſpiracy againſt him in Jeruſalem; 
and he fed to Lachiſh: but they ſent io 
Lichith after him, and flew him there. 
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& PROPHET SENT. 125 


And they brought him upon horſes, and 
buried him with his fathers in the city of 
Judah. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Amaziah had lately ſeen ſuch ſevere judgments in- 
flicted upon his father Joaſh, for his apoſtacy, that he 
was intimidated from following idols. He worſhipped 
the true God, and kept up the Temple ſervice, but 
he had not a perfect heart; from which we may under. 
ſtand, that“ he was not a man of ſerious piety him- 
ſelf, nor had he any zeal for the exerciſes of religion. 
He was not an enemy, but a cool and indifferent 
friend.“ 

It was Amaziah's er d to call his father's murderers 
to acccunt ; for though they intended to avenge the 
death of the prophet Zechariah, they were not autho- 
rized to kill their ſovereign. 

You read, my dear, in the hiftory of Jehoram king 
of Judah, that the Edomites (who from the days of 
David had been governed by a deputy) revolted, and 
ſet up à king of their own. Amaziah reſolved to at- 
tempt reducing them; and thinking his own army in 
ſufficient +, reſolved to hire auxiliaries. The proper 
ſtep for him to have taken in ſuch a caſe, would have 


been to conſult a prophet of the LORD. That he 


might not run headlong into deſtruction, a prophet 
was, notwithſtanding his neglect, graciouſly ſent to 
warn him of the danger of an alliance with Iſrael, and 


* Henry's Annotations, 


; ＋ In the days of Jehoſhaphat there 
were four times as many. 


G: 3 he 


126 AMAZIAH'S CRUELTY. 


he diſmiſſed the troops. You find, my dear, his obe. 
dience was rewarded with ſucceſs againſt the Edomitcs, 

Why Gop permitted the Iſraelites to commit ſuch 
devaſtations, in their return home, we are not told; 
but may ſuppoſe that the inhabitants of the cities in ſu- 
dah, who were thus given up to their rage, were 
idolaters, | 

It is ſhocking to read of Amaziah's cruelty to the 
Edomites, and not eaſy to be accounted for in fo :x-d 
a character; what he did on his return, was evident! 


a great act of fin and folly; yet the goodneſs of the 


Lok p was ſtill extended towards him, but he was deat 


to the kind remonſtrances of the prophet, and there— 
fore we cannot wonder at the adverſity which after: 
wards befel him. 5 
By whom he was adviſed to ſhew reſentment to tho 
king of Iſrael, for the devaſtations his ſubjeQs had 
made, we are not told; but they proved to be evil coun- 
ſellors. Jehoaſh *® had by this time gained the three 
victories over the Syrians, foretold by the prophet EI. 
ſha, which had doubtleſs clated him, he therefore cou!d 
not ſorbear exprefling the utmoſt contempt at Anu 


ziah's arrogant challenge. The anſwer he returned 


was couched in the mot ſcornful and mortifying 
terms; under the allegory of a defpicable-thiltle, Which 
having aſpired to an alliance with the noble cedar, 
had, for its ambition, been cruiked under the feet of a 
wild beaſt; he concluded with adviing Amaziah to 
reſt contented with his late petty victories, and not 0 
ſulfer his ambition to drive him into deſperate 
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AMAZIAH'S DEATH. 127 


cempts, which would . moſt likely, end in the total loſs 


of his kingdom. 


Joſephus, an ancient Jewiſh author, informs us, that 


Amaziah's army was ſeized with a ſudden terror, and 
4 turned their backs on Iſrael, without ſtriking one 


: ſtroke, and left their king to the mercy of the con- 
queror, who led him priſoner to Jeruſalem; where he 


by gel him to purchaſe his freedom, at the expence 


5 of all the gold and filver which were found, either in 
the Temple or his own treaſury: after which, having 
7 demoliſhed a part of the city wall, and taken hoſtages, 
he returned to Samaria. 


As for Amaziah, though he out-lived his diſgrace a- 


bout fifteen years, we do not read that he performed any 


memorable action; but continuing to follow idolatrous 
practices, the favour of the Lox D was totally with- 


drawn from him, and he fell by the hands of his own 


ſubjects, and his corpſe was treated with indignity, but 


at length buried with his anceſtors. 
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TnI REION or JEROBOAM TRE sEcOND, Eis 
or ISRAEL. 


IN the fifteenth year of Amaziah the ſon 
of Joaſh king of Judah, Jeroboam the 


fon of Jehoaſh king of Iſrael began to reign 
in Samaria, and reigned forty and one year, 

He reſtored the coaſt of Iſrael from the 
entering of Hamath unto the ſea of the 
plain, according to the word of the Logs 
Gop of Iſrael, which he ſpake by the hand 
of his ſervant Jonah, the ſon of Amittai, tie 
prophet, which was of Gath-heper. 

For the Log D ſaw the affliction of Israel, 
that it was very bitter: for there was n: 
any ſhut up, nor any left, nor any helper 10: 
Ifrael. 

And the Loxp ſaid not that he would bc: 
out the name of Iſrael from under heavci: 
but he ſaved them by the hand of Jcrobun 
the ſon of Jehoaſh. 

Then Amaziah the prieſt of Beth-el den: 
to Jeroboam king of Iſrael, ſaying, Ari 


hath conſpired againſt thee in the mivit © 


the houſe of Iſrael: the land is not ab'c © 
2 1 T 1 
pear all his words. 
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THE PROPHECY OF AMOS. 129 


For thus Amos faith, Jeroboam ſhall die 
by the ſword, and Iſrael ſhall ſurely be led 


away captive out of their own land. 


Alſo Amaziah ſaid unto Amos, O thou 
ſcer,. go, flee thee away into the land of 
Judah, and there eat bread, and propheſy 
there: 

But propheſy not again any more at Beth- 
el; for it is the king's. chapel, and. it is the 


* king's court. 


Then anſwered Amos, and ſaid to Ama- 


ziah, I was no prophet, neither was I a pro- 


come upon. my people Iſrael: 


phet's ſon; . but I was an herdman, and a 


gatherer of ſycamore fruit; 

And the Loxp took me as I followed the 
flock, and the Lord ſaid unto me, Go, pro- 
pheſy unto my people Iſrael. 

Then ſaid the Loxb unto me, The end is 
1 will not 
again paſs by them any more. | 

Hear this, O ye that ſwallow up the needy, 
even to make the poor of the land to fail. 

The Loxp hath ſworn by the excellency 
of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of 


their works. 


Shall not the land tremble for this, and 
every one mourn that dwelleth therein? and 
© it 


130 THE PROPHECY OF AMOS. 
it ſhall riſe up wholly as a flood; and it ſhall 
be caſt out and drowned as by the flood of 
Egypt. 

And I will turn your feaſts into mourning, 
and all your ſongs into lamentation, and | 
will bring up ſackcloth upon all loins, and 
baldneſs upon every head: and I will make 
it as the mourning of an only fon, and the 
end thereof as a bitter day. 

Behold, the days come, ſaith the Lox 
op, that I will ſend a famine in the land, 
not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, 
but of hearing the words of the Lokb. 

And they ſhall wander from ſea to ita, 
and from the North even to the Eaſt they 
ſhall run to and fro, to ſeek the word of the 
Loxd, and ſhall not find it. 

They that ſwear by the ſin of Samariz, 
and ſay, Thy Gon, O Dan, liveth ; and the 
manner of Beerſheba liveth ; even they ſhall 
fall, and never riſe up again. 

Behold the eyes of the Lord Gop are 
upon the ſinful kingdom, and I will del:roy 
it from off the face of the earth; ſaving that 
J will not utterly deſtroy the houſe oi J- 
cob, taith the Lo RD. 
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For lo, I will command, and I will ſift 


the houſe of Iſrael among all nations, like 
as corn is ſifted in a ſieve, yet ſhall not the 
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8 leaſt grain fall upon the earth. 
1d [ | 
and ANNOTATIONS D REFLECTIONS. 
K 5 | | : | 
8 : Though the reign of this king is long, the hiſtory of 
the 4 | 


it is related in few words. Jeroboam was a very va- 
liant and politic prince, and Gop enabled him, for the 
ORD ale of the race o Jacob, to work great deliverances for 
10 Iſrael, and to reſtore this kingdom to ſplendor and 


Wn power, You find he took the city of Damaſcus (which 
el was the capital of Syria) and Hamath, both which 
formerly belonged to Judah; beſides a vaſt extent of 
iea, country. 'The particulars of theſe valiant exploits are 
hey unknown to us, having been written in the annals of 
778 the kings of Iſrael, long fince loſt. 
Jeroboam, in reſpect to his religious principles, was 
an 1dolater, for it is ſaid that he walked in the ways 
arla, of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat; and we are told, that 
the Amaziah, a prieſt of Beth-el, when he reproved the 
hall prophet Amos for propheſying in ihe name of the 
LoRD, called the temple of the golden calf, the king's. 
chapel. 
| are After“ the death of Eliſha, it pleaſed the Logo 9 
roy to raiſe up a ſucceſſion of prophets in Iſrael and Judah, | 9 
chat to give them inſtructions and exhortations, and to de 
. nounce his threatnings againſt them upon their per- 


fiting in impiety; and theſe he appointed, not only to 
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I 132 THE PROPHETS JONAH AND JOEL. 


warn them by word of mouth (as his former prophet; 
had done) but to commit their admonitions to writing, 
that poſterity might ſee the ingratitude of his people, 


and all nations, from their crimes and puniſhment, T; 
learn not to do ſo wickedly.“ 
In the reign of Jeroboam the ſecond lived Jonah and 
Amos; the former is mentioned in this ſection, as havy- 45 
ing foretold the king's ſucceſs againſt Hameth, &. x . 
J ſhall ſhortly give yoa the hiſtory of this prophet. ar 
Joel invited the people to repentance, and promiſed : th 
mercy and forgiveneſs to thoſe who would liſten to his 7 
admonitions. He propheſied of a TEACHER oy 2 b 


RIGHTEOUSNESS whom Gop was to ſend, and of che 5 
HoLy SPIRIT, which he was to pour out upon af I: 
feſp ; and in the conclufion of his writings, he declared 

what mercies Gop would beſtow upon his church in 9 
the times of the goſpel, You have in this ſection F, 
read, that Amos was a ſhepherd; and I have introduced 


a part of his prophecies, which you will underitand N 

better, when you have read in the hiſtory an account 

of their completion. In the mean time it will be ſuf— f 

ficient to remark, that he written prophecies contain a f 

great deal of general inſtruction. The public crimes, 

for which the Jews were threatened with public calami- r 
ties, were, forſaking and neglecting the worſhip of GOD; ( 

and being guilty of fraud, deceit, cruelty and opp e{/:01. 

Every nation, therefore, in which ſuch fins previ!!, ( 

may juſtly fear Gop's judgments; for this reaion 

every individual ſhould take warning by the prophcic J 

writings, to contribute his part towards a general re- 1 


formation. 
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Taz Reicn OT UZZIAH (cATLED ALSO“ AZ A- 
| RIAH) KIR CG oF JUDAH. 

HEN all the people of Judah took 
Uzziah, who was ſixteen years old, 
and made him king in the room of his fa- 
ther Amaziah. 

In the twenty and ſeventh year of Jero- 
boam king of Iſrael began Uzziah ſon of 
Amaziah, king of Judah to reign. 

Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned fifty and two 
years in Jerufalem. His mother's naine alſo 
was Jecoliah of Jeruſalem. 

And he did that which was right 1n the 
fight of the Lok, according to all that his 
father Amaziah did. 

And he ſought Gop in the days of Zecha- 
riah, who had underſtanding in the viſions of 
God: and as long as he ſought the Loxp, 
Gop made him to proſper. 

And he went forth and warred againſt the 


Philiſtines, and Gop helped him againſt the 
Philiſtines, 


* 2 Kings xv. Is 


And 


134 UZZIAH'S PROSPERITY. 
And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: 
and his name ſpread abroad even to the cn- 
tering in of Egypt: for he bet ned 
himſelf exceedingly. 
Alſo he built towers in Jeruſalem, and in 
the defert, and digged many wells, for he 
had much cattle, and vine-dreflers; for he 
loved huſbandry. 

And he had an hoſt of fighting men : the 
whole number of the chief of the fathcrs of 
the mighty men of valour were two thou- 

ſand and fix hundred. 
And under their hand was an army, three 
hundred thouſand and ſeven thouſand and 


five hundred that made war with mighty 


power, to help the king acainſt the enemy. 

And Uzziah prepared for them through- 
out all the hoſt ſhields, and ſpears, and hcl- 
mets, and habergeons, and bows, and 11:15: 
to caſt ſtones. | 

And he made in Jeruſalem engines in— 
vented by cunning men, to be on the tower 
and upon the bulwarks, to ſhoot arrows 2 
great ſtones withal. And his name ſpread 
far abroad: for he was marvellouſly helped 
till he was ſtrong, 
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UZZIAH'S PRESUMPTION. 135 
But when he was ftrong, his heart was 
lifted up to his deſtruction: for he tranſ- 


greſſed againſt the Loxp his Gov, and went 


into the temple of the Loxp to burn in- 
cenſe upon the altar of incenſe. | 

And Azariah the prieſt went in after him, 
and with him fourſcore prieſts 1 the LorD 
that were valiant men : 

And they withſtood Uzziah the king, and 
ſaid unto him, It appertaineth not unto 1 
Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the Lokp, 
but to the prieſts the ſons of Aaron, that are 
conſecrated to burn incenſe; go out of the 
ſanctuary; for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither 
ſhall ir be for'thine honour from the LoxD 
Goo. 

Then Uzziah was roth, and had a cen- 
ſer in his hand, to burn incenſe: and while 
he was wroth with the prieſts, the leproſy 
even roſe up in his forehead before the 
prieſts, in the houſe of the Loxb, from be- 
ſide the incenſe altar. 

And Azariah the chief prieſt, and all the 
prieſts looked upon him, and behold, he was 
leprous in his forehead, and they thruſt him 


out from thence; yea, himſelf haſted alſo to 


go out, becauſe the Loxp had ſmitten him. 
And 


136 UZZTANHS D E AT H. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto 
the day of his death, and dwelt in a ſever 
houſe, being a leper; for he was cut of 
from the houſe of the LorpD:: and Jotham 
his ſon was over the king's houſe, judging 
the people of the land. 

Now the reſt of the acts of Uzziah, firſt 
and laſt, did Ifaiah the prophet the fon of 
Amoz write. 

So Uzziah ſlept with his fathers, and thy 
buried him with his fathers in the field of 
the burial which belonged to the kings: tor 
they. ſaid, He is a leper. And Jotham |: 
ſon reigned in his ſtead. . 


ANNOTATTONS amp REFLECTIONS. 


The reign and character of Uzziah, bear fo $ret * 
reſemblance to thoſe of former kings, that it is necd- 
leſs to enlarge much.upon them: I therefore, my der, 
ſhall only deſire you to remark, that he does 19: 
appear to have been at any time given to z 
practices, but, to have grown carele/5 in the diſcharge 
of his religious duties, after the death of Zechari1b. 
Who this good man was, to whom the king was f 
much indebted, we are not told; but ſome imagine le 
was the ſon of that Zechariah who was murdered by 
king Joaſh.. 

Uzziah was the means. of raiſing the kingdom of 


Judah, through the bleſſing of Gob, to ſuch a pitch 
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THE PROPHETS HOSEA AND ISAIAH. 137 


1 A of eminence as it had not known for a number of 


years; for you ſind he attended to every particular 
The only 
blemiſh in his character that we read of, was, tie fin 

of invading the prieſt's office; this was a very pre- 
ſumptuous act, which we are told proceeded from 


pride; and you find he was humbled in a moſt exem- 


plary manner : he could no longer conteſt with the 
prieſts, for they had an undoubted right to exclude all 
lepers from the congregation, and even from ſociety. 

In the reign of Uzziah, lived the prophets Hos EA 
and Isaran; the former predicted, “that the tribes 
would, at a future time, appointed by the Logrp, be 
car ied into captivity; he alſo foretold, that the tribe 
of Judah ſhould ſubſiſt after then, but at length be 
carried away captive beyond the river Euphrates ; and, 
through the whole of his writings, laid open their ſins, 
and declared Gop's judgments againſt a wicked and ir- 
reclaimable people.“ He entered on his prophetic office 
about the beginning of Uzziah's reign, at which time, 
you muſt remember, lived Jeroboam the ſecond king of 
Iſrael: Iſaiah did not begin propheſying till towards 
the latter end of Uzziah's reign. Hoſea's predictions 
are too complicated for your comprehenſion at pre- 
ſent; and thoſe paſſages of Iſaiah's, which I ſhall ſe- 
le& for your peruſal, will appear in other parts of the 
ſucceeding hiſtory. We underſtand, from ſome paſ- 
ſages in ſcripture, that in the days of Uzziah there 
was a terrible earthquake (foretold by Amos two years 
before) a plague of locuſts, and a great drought, mixed 
with dreadful flaſhes of fire. 
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Tur Reiown oF ZECHARIAH AND SHALLU\ 'Y 


KINGS oF ISRAEL. 


IN the thirty and eighth year of Uzziah | 
king of Judah, did Zechariah the fon of | 
Jeroboam reign over Iſrael in Samaria n 


months. 

And he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Los, as his fathers had done: 
he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam 
the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to ſin. 

And Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh conſpired 
againſt him, and ſmote him before the people, 
and flew him, and reigned in his ftead. 

And the reſt of the acts of Zechariah, be- 
hold, they are written in the book of th: 
chronicles of the kings of Iſrael. 

This was the word of the Loxn, which 
he ſpake unto Jehu, ſaying, Thy ſons ſha! 
ſit on the throne of Iſrael unto the fourth ge- 
neration. And ſo it came to pals. 

Shallum the fon of Jabeſh began to reign 
in the nine and thirtieth year of Uzz: 
king of Judah, and he reigned a full mot 
in Samaria. | 
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iron SLAIN. 
For Menahem the ſon of Gadi went up 


: fi Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and 
5 1 ſmote Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh in Samaria, 


8 


and flew him, and reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It * is ſuppoſed by learned authors, and is noted in 


the margins of our Bibles, that there was an interreg- 
S- 3 num (or ſpace of time when the nation was in a ſtate 
of anarchy and confuſion, without any ſovereign) for 


. 
+ 4 


5 eleven years (others ſay for twenty-two years): perhaps 


2 2 there were diſputes about the ſucceſſion, and conſpira- 
© cies formed by different factions, till at length Ze- 


© chariah the ſon of Jeroboam was eſtabliſhed ; by 


1 * which the Logy's promiſe to Jehu, zhat his ſons ſhould 


© fit on the throne to the fourth generation, was fulfilled, 


F 
> You find, however, that Zechariah was a very im- 
pious prince, and therefore his reign was ſhort; for 


- Gop permitted him to be ſlain by one of his ſubjects, 


7 according to the prediction of the prophet Amos, 


which he ſpake many years before, as follows:“ Tavill 


Ft riſe againſt the houſe of Feroboam with the ſword f.“ 


Shallum was a wicked uſurper, as well as an idola- 
ter, and therefore God's judgment was in a very ſhort 
time ſent upon him; for he was ſuffered to fall by the 

hand of Menahem, Zechariah's general, who was then 
beſieging Tirzah; on hearing what Shallum had done, 
Manahem marched to Samaria, defeated and flew him, 
under pretence of avenging the death of his ſove ereign; 
but as it proved, to gratify his own ambitious views. 


* Biſhop Uſher, + Amos, vii. 9, 
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ECT: XX 
Taz HisTory or THE PROPHET JONAH, 


OW the word of the Lorp came unto 
Jonah the ſon of Amittai, ſay ing, 

Ariſe, go to Nineveh that great city, and 
cry againſt it; for their wickedneſs is come 
up before me. 


But Jonah roſe up to flee unto Tarſhif | * 


from the preſence of the Lorp, and went 
down to Joppa: and he found a ſhip going 
to Tarſhiſh : ſo he paid the fare thereof, and 
went down into it to go with them vnto 
Tarſhiſh, from the preſence. of the Lon. 

But the Lord ſent out a great wind into 
the ſea, and there was a mighty tempeſt in 
the ſea, ſo that the ſhip was like to be 
broken. 

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried 
every man unto his god, and caſt forth tie 
wares that were in the ſhip into the fea, to 
lighten it of them, but Jonah was gone cov! 
into the ſides of the ſhip.; and he lay, and 
was faſt aileep. 

So the ſhip-maſter came to him, and d 
unto him, What. meaneſt thou, Oecher! 
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; 85 call upon thy God, if ſo be that God 
will think upon us that we periſh not. 
And they ſaid every one to his fellow, 


\ HI, 1 Come, and let us caſt lots; that we may 

© know for whoſe cauſe this evil is upon us. 
Unto 80 they caſt lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
3 7 Then they ſaid vnto him, Tell us, we 


2 and 1 pray thee, for whoſe cauſe this evil 1s upon 
come | © vs s: what is thine occupation? and whence 
7 comeſt thou? what is thy country? and of 

1 what people art thou? 

went And he ſaid unto them, I am an Hebrew: 
doing and I fear the Loxbp the Gop of heaven, 
, and ; which hath made the ſea and the dry land. 
onto 1 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, 
— and ſaid unto him, Why haſt thou done 
a | # this? for the men knew that he fled from 
HK In 


the preſence of the LoRD; becauſe he had 
be told them. 

Then ſaid they unto him, What ſhall we 
do unto thee, that the ſea may be calm 
unto us? for the ſea wrought and was tem- 
„ 60 peſtuous. 

And he ſaid unto them, Take me up, and 
and caſt me forth into the ſea; ſo ſhall the ſea 
be calm unto you; for I know that for my 
ſake this great tempeſt is upon you. 


Never- 
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| Nevertheleſs the men rowed hard to bring i 
it to the land; but they could not: for the 
ſea wrought, and was tempeſtuous again; 


- them. 


ſaid, We beſeech thee, O Lox, we beſecch 


thee, let us not periſh for this man's life, and 


lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, F* 


O Loxv, haſt done as it pleaſed thee. 


So they took up Jonah and caſt him fort! 
into the ſea: and the ſea ceaſed from her 


raging. 
Then the men feared the LoRD excced- 


ingly, and offered a ſacrifice unto the Lozy, 
and made vows. 

Now the Loxp had prepared a great {i 
to ſwallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in 
the belly of the fiſh three days and three 
nights. | 
E Then Jonah prayed unto the Logo lis 
God out of the fiſh's belly. 

And the Loxp ſpake unto the fiſh, and i: 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Logp came unt 
Jonah the ſecond time, ſaying, 

Ariſe, go unto Nineveh that great city, an 
preach unto it the preaching that I bid the 
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So Jonah aroſe, and went unto Nineveh, 


r tir: ill according to the word of the Lon p. Now 


gainſt | L Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three 
= days journey. 

„ and 

3 z day's journey, and he cried, and ſaid, Yet 

X forty days and Nineveh fhall be overthrown. 


And Jonah began to enter into the city a 


So the people of Nineveh believed Gop, 


and proclaimed a faſt, and put on ſack- 


cloth, from the greateſt of them even to the 


leaſt of them. 


For word came unto the king of Nine- 
veh, and he aroſe from his throne, and he 
laid his robe from him, and covered him 
with ſackcloth, and ſat in aſhes. 

And he cauſed it to be proclaimed, and 
publiſned through Nineveh, by the decree 
of the king and his nobles, ſaying, Let 


neither man nor beaſt, herd nor flock, taſte 
any thing; let them not feed, nor drink 
Water. a 


But let man and beaſt be covered with 
ſackcloth, and cry mightily unto Gop: vea, 
let them turn every one from his evil way, 
and from the violence that is in their 


hands. 


Whn 


\ 
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Who can tell if Gp will turn and re- 
pent, and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we periſh not ? 

And Gop ſaw their works that they turn- 


ed from their evil way : and Gop repented 
of the evil that he had ſaid that he would 


do unto them, and he did it not. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


«« Nineven*, at the time Jonah was ſent thither, 
was one of the largeſt and moſt ancient cities in the 
world ; ſuppoſed to have been built not long after the 
flood, and very ſoon after the tower of Babel, by Nim- 
rod ; but being afterwards greatly enlarged by Ninus, 
from him it received its name. It was ſituated upon 
the banks of the Tigris, and (according to learned au- 
thors) was in length about twenty-one miles, nine broad, 


and fifty-four round; it was ſurrounded with lately 


walls, and fortified with lofty towers, and is though: 
to have contained fix hundred thouſand perſons.” 
Jonah received a commiſſion to viſit this great city, 
and threaten it, in the name of the Lox p, with ſprciy 
deſtruction ; inſtead of obeying the divine commanc!, He 
prophet endeavoured to fy from the preſence , 
Lox : the excuſe he made for doing ſo was, that le 
apprehended the SUPREME BEING, would, throuz" 
his infinite mercy and goodneſs, change His purp0/e, 
and that then his predictions would be regardc\ + 


175 


fictitious, and involve him in diſgrace, if not in . 
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fragion. It certainly was very ſinful in Jonah to 
think ſo, as he might have been certain the Lozb 
would do what was right, and that however He dealt 
with the Ninevites, would protect his prophet ; it 
pleaſed the Lox, therefore, to inflict ſuch a puniſh- 
ment as ſhould convince Jonah of his error, ſtrengthen 
his faith, and give him credit with the world, who 
would be ready to liſten to one that had been ſo won- 
derfully preſerved. 

Whether the fiſh which ſwallowed np Jonah was a 
whale or not, is uncertain; many travellers deſcribe 
ſome of this ſpecies, which they had ſen, ſuliciently 
large to ſwallow a man; and inform us of various ſea- 


' monſters beſide, of moſt enormous ſizes. Jonah's fituation | 


in the belly of the fiſh, muſt have been very dreadful. 
The relation of his being kept alive in ſuch a place, 
would be perfectly incredible, if we endeavoured to 
account for it in a natural way; but if we impute it to 
the miraculous power of God, it is no longer fo; for as 
aue are able, with our limited capacities, to apply the 
creatures to our uſe in ſuch a yariety of ways, it Can» 
not be unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Great 
CREATOR, can do with them avba!/cever /eemeth good in 
his fight. Thoſe perſons who diſbelieve the e 
turn ſuch relations as theſe into ridicule; but we ſhall 
do well in avoiding ſuch perſons: let xs read theſe edi- 
fying hiſtories with attention, and learn from them to 
reverence the Supreme Bcing, p 

The behaviour of the Ninevites was, on this occa- 
ſion, exemplary in the higheſt d degree; and you will 
find it mentioned by our Saviour himſelf in the New 
Teſtament, to the re proach of Iſrael. We may learn 
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ſrom the happy effects of i it, that public faſting and 
bumiliation for national ſin, is well pleaſing to the 
Lord : not that he delights in the affliction of his 
creatures, any farther than as it conduces to their re. 


formation, and renders them objects of his mercy and 4 4 


loving-kindneſs. 
Though the Lok p was in a peculiar manner the 


Gov of I/rael, he did not utterly forſake the rei f 
of the world; the wonders which he wrought fer 


his own people were done openly. In the wars with 

Iſrael the heathens frequently heard the prophets, and 

were eye-witneſſes of many miracles; but they harder. 

ed their hearts againſt conviction: notwithſtanding this 

(we have great reaſon to think) they were not brought 

to utter deſtruction without particular warnings, of 
which you will read many inſtances. 

From Jonah's hiſtory we may learn to refle& on the 
omnipreſence of Gop, and to ſay with the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, Whither ſhall we go from thy Spirit? v 
ewhither fhall we flee from thy preſence ? If «ve aſcend is 
into heaven, thou art there; if we go down to the place (f 


the dead, then art there alſo. If we take the wwings of it | 
morning, and remain in the uttermoſt parts of the fea, | 


even there alſo, ſhall thy hand lead us, and thy rig! va | 
ſhall hold us 
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| SECT. XXIII. 
«= | Has Rerens or MENAHEM, PEKAHIAH, ans 


PEKAH, WITH THE BEGINNING OF THE REIGN 
OF HOSHEA, Kincs or ISRAEL. 
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HEN Menahem ſmote Tipſah, and 


thereof to Tirzah; becauſe they opened not 


: unto him. 

ien. LY * * 0 o 

* In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah 
1115 5 : 
ch king of Judah, began Menahem the ſon of 


o 2 Gadi to reign over Iſrael, and reigned ten 
Fears in Samaria. 

tn And he did that which was evil in the 

; ſight of the Lord: he departed not all his 


+; | ® Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin. 
„And Pul the king of Aſſyria came againſt 
the land: and Menahem gave Pul a thou- 
and talents of ſilver, that his hand might be 
with him, to confirm the kingdom in his 
hand. 
And Menahem exacted the money of 1 
rael, even of all the mighty men of wealth, 
pl each man fifty ſhekels of ſilver, to give to 
1. tte king of Aſſyria. So the king of Aſſyria 
A 4 turned 


all that were therein, and the coaſts 


dup | ; days from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of 
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turned back, and ſtayed not there in the 
land. 

And Menahem reigned ten years in Sa. 

maria, and he ſlept with his fathers: and 
Pekaiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Ju- 
dah, Pekahiah the ſon of Menahem began 
to reign over Iſrael in Samaria, and reigned 
two years. 

And he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Logo : he departed not from 
the ſins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, vw! 
made Iſrael to ſin. 

But Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, a cep. 
tain of his conſpired againſt him, and 11 
him in Samara, in the palace of the bing 
houſe, with Argob, and Arich, and wit! n 
fifty men of the Gileadites: and he :.:1.cd 
him, and reigned in his room. 

In the two and fiftieth year of Agaral 

king of Judah, Pekah the fon of Rer. 
began to reign over Iſrael in Samarts, 2nd 
reigned twenty years. 

And he did that which was evil 
fight of the Lox D: he departed not n 


the ſins of Jeroboam the fon of Nevbar, vi | 


made Iſrael to ſin, 
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” In the days of Pekah king of Iſrael came 

Tigglath-pileſer king of Aſſyria, and took 
da- [= hah, and Janoah, 
1 Ijon, and Abel-beth-maachah, an 


I and Kedeſh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and 
| 3 Galilee, all. the! land of Naphtali, and car- 
tried them captive to Aſſyria. 


Nn And Hoſhea the ſon of Elah, made a con- 

Ne 13 againſt Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, 
. and ſmote him, and ſlew him, and reigned 
n 


8 in his ſtead. 
ny : In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah 
began Hoſhea the ſon of Elah to reign in 
Samaria over Iſrael, nine years. 

And he did that which was evil in the 
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- | 2 Iſrael that were before him. 


fo 


ANNOTATIONS Ax P REFLECTIONS. 


2 Menahem was a monſter of barbarity ; his ambition 
* would endure no oppoſition, as his milerable ſubjects 
7 experienced to their ſorrow ! 

ndl © Tinzan, * which is frequently mentioned in 
 — Scripture, was, for a long time the regal city of the 
e kingdom of Iſrael. Jeroboam, who was the firſt king 
5 of Iſrael after the diviſion of the tribes, (though he 
| dwelt for ſome time at Shechem) reſided there, in his 


8 
— — 


VII E latter days at leaſt, as did all the other kings of Iſrael, 
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until Omri, having reigned fix years in Tirzah, built 
Samaria, and removed the royal ſeat thither, where it 
continued till a final period was put to the kingdom, 
Tipſah, where Manahem exerciſed ſo much cruelt;, 
is ſuppoſed to have been a town near to Tirzah. 

There is no occaſion, my dear, for me to comment 
on the reign of Pekahiah, for what has been remarked 
of former kings, whoſe characters and fate reſembled 
his, may be applitd to him. 

Pekah's reign is rendered remarkable by the captivi- 
ty of the tribe of Naphtali, and a conſiderable part of 
the kingdom of Iſrael. 

As you will, in the enſuing hiſtory, read a good 
deal about the Aſſyrians, I will, my dear, before we 
proceed, give you a ſhort account of the origin of the 
Aſſyrian monarchy. Pur“, the king mentioned in 
this ſection, appears (according to ſcripture) to hate 
been the founder of it; and we have reaſon to conjec- 
ture, that he was raiſed up to great power in the ſame 
manner as Hazael, king of Syria had been, that he 
might be inſtrumental to the puniſhment of the I.. 
raelites, for their abominable idolatry and profane- 
neſs; for we do not read in ſacred hiſtory, of any king 
of Aſſyria till this period; and it had been foretold by 
the prophet Amos, (in particular) above twenty year: 
before, that Gop would SxAISE up à nation that fh 
humble the houſe of Iſrael, at that time elated with their 


ſucceſs againſt Damaſcus and Hamath ; but what na- 
tion, he names not; from which we may imply, that 


it did not then ſubſiſt, becauſe you will find, th 
ſucceeding prophets frequently mention the Afyrian>: 
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Put is ſuppoſed to have rezgn:d at Nineveh, and to 


have been either that king to whom Jonah preached, 

or, as'is moſt likely, the ſon of him. What particular 
122 he gained we are not told; but there is rea- 
bon to think, that he either vanquiſhed or received vo- 
lustary homage from Syria, and other nations, as well 
as from Iſrael; perhaps he was rendered eminent, and 
permitted to moleſt Iſrael as a reward for him and the 
Ninevites, for their repentance. The new monarchy 


of the Aſſyrians, you find, gained ground under the 


government of TiG6LAaTH-PILESER, Who is ſuppoſ. d 
to have been the ſon and ſucceſſor of Pur. 

HosnzA did not begin his reign till ſeveral years 
after he had murdered Pekah. 
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Tae REION or JOTHAM Kine or IUDAH. 


N the ſecond year of Pekah the ſon of 3 


+ Remaliah king of Iſrael, began Jothan 
the ſon of Uzziah king of Judah to reign, 

And he did that which was right in the 
ſight of the LORD: he did according to all 
that his father Uzziah had done. 

Howbeit, the high places were not re- 
moved: the people ſacrificed and burned in- 
cenſe ſtill on the high places. He built the 
higher gate of the houſe of the Loxp. 

Moreover, he built cities in the moun- | 
tains of Judah, and in the foreſts he built 
caſtles and towers, 

He fought alſo with the king of the Am- 
monites, and prevailed againſt them. And 
the children-of Ammon gave him the ſame | 
year an hundred talents of filver, and ten | 
thouſand meaſures of wheat, and ten thou- 
ſend of barley. So much did the children | 
of Ammon pay unto him, both the fecond | 
and the third : 

So Jotham became mighty, becauſe he | 
prepared his ways before the Lord his G00. 
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(In thoſe days the Lonp began to ſend 
againſt Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and 
Pekah the ſon of Remaliah.) 

Now the reſt of the acts of Jotham, and 
all his wars, and his ways, lo, they are 
written in the book of the kings of Iſrael 
and Judah. | 

He was five and twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and — ſixteen years 
in Jeruſalem. 

And Jotham ſlepr with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the city of David. And 
Ahaz his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Jotham being a pious good prince, was bleſſed with 
a proſperous and honourable reign; he gained ſome 
conſiderable advantages; repaired and beautified the 
Temple, and at length died in peace. Pekah, king 
of Iſrael, having entered into a league with Rezin, 
king of Syria, made an attempt againſt Judah, but was 
not ſuffered to prevail; for his adverſary, Tiglath- 
pileſar, diverted his attention to his own kingdom, by 


invading the land of Naphtali, as you have Iately 
read, 


1 


SECT. XXV. 


Tax REI R or AHAZ Kine or JUDAHY. 


IN the ſeventeenth year of Pekah the fon 
of Remaliah, Ahaz the ſon of Jothan 
king of Judah began to reign. 
And it was told the houſe of David, ſay- 
ing, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And 
his heart was moved, and the heart of his 
people, as the trees of the wood are moved 
with the wind. 
Then ſaid the Lok D unto Iſaiah, Go forth 


thy ſon at the end of the conduit of the up- 
per pool in the high way of the fuller's field: 
And fay unto him, Take heed, and be 


quiet; fear not, neither be faint-hearted for 


the ſon of Remaliah : 


Remaliah have taken evil counſel againſt 
thee, ſaying, 


and let us make a breach therein for us, 
] 


now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jaſhub 


| the two tails of the ſmoking fire-brands, for 
| the ferce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of 


Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and the ſon of | 


2 eee, 


Let us go up againſt Judah and vex ib 


and 
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and ſet a king in the midſt of it, even the 
bon of Tabeal; 

Phus faith the Lord Gop, It fhall not 


5 ſtand, neither ſhall it come to pals. 

Por the head of Syria is Damaſcus, and 

_ 7 the head of Damaſus is Rezin: and within 

92 '  threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim = 

_ broken, that it be not a people. 

\n1 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and 

s the head of Samaria is Remaliah's ſon. If 

„ie will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be a 
= eſtabliſhed. 1 

oh : Then Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah ſon | 

M ol Remaliah king of Iſrael, came up to Jeru- bl 
| * falem to war: and they beſieged Ahaz, but | 

"4 could not overcome him. | 

1 | ; But Ahaz did not that which was right 

| - in the eyes of the Logp. 

Za For he walked in the ways of the kings of 

wy + Iſrael, and made alſo mclten images for 


Baalim. 
: Moreover, he burned incenſe in the valley 
8 bol the ſon of Hinnom, and burned his chil- 
ainſt dren in the fire, after the abominations of 
4 the heathen whom the Lok had caſt out 
% before the children of Iſrael. 


eee, 


and | 
| H 6 He 


55 JUDAH SMITTEN. 

He ſacrificed alſo- and burned incenſe in 
the high places, and on the hills, and under 
every green tree. 

Wherefore the Loxp his Gop delivered 
him into the hand of the king of Syria: and 
they ſmote him, and carried away a great 
multitude of them captives, and brought 
them to Damaſcus. And he was alſo deli- 
vered into the hand of the king of Iſrac], 
who ſmote him with a great ſlaughter. 

For Pekah the ſon of Remaliah flew in 
Judah an hundred and twenty thouſand in 
one day, which were all valiant men; be— 
cauſe they had forfaken the LORD Gop of 
their fathers. 

And Zichri a mighty man of Ephraim 
flew Maaſeiah the king's ſon, and Azrikam 
the governor of the houſe, and Elkanah that 
was next to the king. 

And the children of Iſrael carried away 
captive of their brethren two hundred thou 
fand women, ſons and daughters, and toox 
alſo away much ſpoil from them, and brought 
the ſpoil to Samaria. 


But a prophet of the LogRp was there, 


whoſe name was Oded : and he went out be- 
fore the hoſt that came to Samaria, and hid 
. N unto 


EXER 
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unto them Behold, becauſe the Loxp Gop 


of your fathers was wroth with Judah, he 
hath delivered them into your hand, and ye 
have ſlain them in a rage, that reacheth up 
unto heaven. 

And now ye purpoſe to keep under the 
children of Judah and Jeruſalem for bond- 
men and bond-women unto you: but are 
there not with you, even with you, fins a- 
gainſt the Lox D your Gop ? 

Now hear me therefore, and deliver the 


captives again, which ye have taken captive 


of your brethren: for the fierce wrath of the 
Lokp is upon you. 

Then certain of the heads of the children 
of Ephraim, Azariah the ſon of Johanan, 
Berechiah the ſon of Meſhillemoth, and Je- 
hizkiah the fon of Shallum, and Amaſa the 
ſon of Hadlai, ſtood up againſt them that 
came from the war, 

And ſaid unto them, Ye ſhall not bring in 
the captives hither : for whereas we have 
offended againſt the Loxp already, ye in- 
tend to add more to our ſins and to our 
treſpaſs : for our treſpaſs is great, and there 


is fierce wrath againſt Iſrael, 


© 


#58 THE CAPTIVES RELIEVED, 


So the armed men left the captives and 
the ſpoil, before the princes and all the con- 
gregation. 

And the men which were expreſſed by 
name roſe up, and took the captives, and 
with the ſpoil clothed all that were naked 
among them, and arrayed them, and ſhod 
them, and gave them to eat and to drink, 
and anointed them, and carried all the feeble 
of them upon aſſes, and brought them to 
Jericho the city of palm-trees, to their 
brethren : then they returned to Samaria. 

At that time Rezin king of Syria recover- 
ed Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from 
Elath : and the Syrians came to Elath, and 
dwelt there unto this day. 

At that time did king Ahaz ſend unto 
the kings of Aſſyria to help him. 

For again the Edomites had come and 
ſmitten Judah, and carried away captives. 

The Philiſtines alſo had invaded the cities 
of the low country, and of the ſouth of Ju- 
dah, and had taken Beth-ſhemeſh, and Aja- 
lon, and Gederoth, and Shocho with che 
villages thereof, Timnah with the villages 
thereof, Gimzo alſo and the villages thereo!: 


and they dwelt there, 
For 
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For the Lore brought Judah low, becauſe 
of Ahaz king of Iſrael : for he made Judah 
naked, and tranſgrefſed ſore againft. the 
Lob. 

80 Ahaz ſent meſſengers to T a e 
ſer king of Aſſyria, ſaying, I am thy ſervant 
and thy ſon: come up, and fave me out of 
the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the 
hand of the king of Iſrael, which riſe up 
againſt me. 

And Ahaz took the ſilver and gold that 
was found in the houſe of the Lord, and in 
the treaſures of the king's houſe, an ſent it 
for a preſent to the king of Aſſyria. 


And the king of Aſſyria hearkened unto 
him: for the king of Aſſyria went up againſt 


Damaſcus, and took it, and carried the peo- 
ple of it captive to Kir, and flew Rezin. 
And Tiglath-pilefer, king of Aſſyria came 
unto him, and diſtreſſed him, but ſtrengths 
ened him not. | 

For Ahaz took away a portion out of the 
houſe of the Lorp, and out of the houſe of 


the king, and of the princes, and gave it unto 


the king of Aſſyria: but he helped him not. 
And king Ahaz went to Damaſcus to meet 
Tiglath-pileſer king of Aſſyria, and ſaw an 
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= 


. 
} 
* 
* 
; 
# 


7 
" 888 
"4 
= + 
1 
. "x 
ry 2 
3 ” 
2 
Wn 
1 
- A 


260 IMPIET TJ OF AH AZ. 
altar that was at Damaſcus: and king Ahaz 'S the 
ſent to Urjjah the . prieſt the faſhion of the Þ inę 


altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the 
the workmanſhip thereof. | 4 4 ſac 

And Urijah the prieſt built an altar ac- | me 
cording to all that king Ahaz had ſent from 1 


Damaſcus: ſo Urijah the prieſt made it a 
againſt king Ahaz came from Damaſcus. 


And when the king was come from Da— 4 ba 
maſcus, the king ſaw the altar: and the 1 an 
king approached to the altar, and offered 1 OX 
thereon. pa 

And he burned his burnt- offering and his | 1 4 
meat-offering, and poured his drink-offer- | 7 had 
ing, and ſprinkled the blood of his Peace- — wit 
offerings upon the altar. 10 
And he brought alſo the brazen altar | 4 
which was before the Lord, from the fore- & _ 

that 


front of the houſe, from between the altar 
and the houſe of the Long, and put it on | ; F 


*the north fide of the altar. cus 
And king Ahaz commanded Urijah tte the 
prieſt, ſaying, Upon the great altar burn th? ther 
morning burar-offering, and the evening | may 
meat-offering; and the king's burnt-lacri- I him 
fice, and his meat- offering; with the burint- | A 
offering of all the people of the land, ard | of tl 
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their meat-offering, and their drink-offer- 


ings; and ſprinkle upon it all the blood of 
the burnt-offering, and all the blood of the 
ſacrifice: and the brazen altar ſhall be for 
me to enquire by. 

Thus did Uryah the prieſt, according to 
all that king Ahaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the 
baſes, and removed the laver from off them; 
and tgok down the tea from off the brazen 
oxen that were under it, and put it upon a 
pavement of ſtones. 

And the covert for the ſabbath that they 
had built in the houſe, and the king's entry 
without, turned he from the houſe of the 
Lo, for the king of Aſſyria. 

And in the time of his diſtreſs did he 
treſpaſs yet more againſt me: LoxD: this is 
that king Ahaz. 

For he ſacrificed unto the gods of Damaſ- 
cus which ſmote him : and he ſaid, Becauſe 
the gods of the kings of Syria help them, 
therefore will I ſacrifice to them, that they 

ay help me. But they were the ruin of 
him and of all Iſrael, 

And Ahaz gathered together the veſſels 
of the houſe of Gop, and cut in pieces the 

veſſels 
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veſſels of the houſe of God, and ſhut up the 
doors of the houſe of the Lok b, and he made 
him altars in every corner of Jeruſalem, 

And in every ſeveral city of Judah he 
made high places to burn incenſe unto other 
gods, and provoked to anger the LoxD Gob 
of his fathers. | 

And Ahaz ſlept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the city, even in Jeruſalem: 
but they brought him not into the ſepulchres 


of the kings of Iſrael. And Hezekiah his 1 


{on reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It is quite ſhocking to read of ſuch a king as Ahaz, 
who was a #iſgrace to human nature; ** no“ man ever 
had greater opportunities of doing good than he had, 
for at the time of his acceſſion to the throne, his king- 
dom was in a very flouriſhing ſtate, and the true re- 
ligion eſtabliſhed ; we have reaſon to think he had had 
a good education, as well as good example, from his 
father: heſides theſe advantages, Ahaz was particu- 
larly encouraged to fear and ſerve the Lok o, by a gra- 
cious meſſage ſent to him by the prophet Iſaiah, at the 
beginning of his reign, when he had cauſe to dread the 
utter ruin of his kingdom, by the united forces of !t- 
rael and Syria.” After the prophet had afſured h 
that theſe enemies ſhould not prevail againſt him, 


* Univerſal Hiſtory. 
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& in * order to convince him that the final end of the 


_ Jewiſh ſtate was not ſo near as he apprehended, Iſaiah 


bid him afk for a ſign, though ever ſo difficult, and it 


ſhould be granted; but the king, whether out of re- 


ſpe& or deſpondency and unbelief, refuſing to aſk 
for the fign, the prophet aſſured him from the Lon p, 
that before that time came, Iud MANUEL, or Gop 
with us, that is to ſay, the promi/ed Saviour, ſhould 
be born into the world.” 

The prophet alſo foretold the approaching deſtrue- 
tion of the kingdoms of Iſrael and Syria by the king 
of Aſſyria; but we muſt defer a more particular account 
of theſe wonderful predictions, as well as of many 
others, to a future time, as they are, in many reſpects, 
too difficult for your apprehenſion, and require the 
aſſiſtance of learned commentators. 

An Az was ſoon delivered, by divine inter poſiticu, 
from the impending danger he ſo greatly dreaded, but 
was at length given up to his enemies; however, 
God's promiſes, which were made for the ſake of the 
houſe of David, muſt have had a happy effect in com- 
forting the faithful part of his deſcendants. Pekah, 
king of Iſrael, was very inveterate againſt Judah; 
and there is no knowing to what extremities he 
would have proceeded, if he had not been reſtrained 
by a prophet. | 

Ahaz was at length oppreſſed by his enemies on all 
ſides, but inſtead of ſeeking to the Log D for relief, he 
applied to the king of Afyria. I need not ſey, how 
impious and ungrateful this action was, but muſt in- 


Iſaiah vii. 14. See alſo the note on this paſſage in the preſent 
Bithop of London's new tranflatica of Ifalak. 
form 
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form you, that. it is ſuppoſed Tiglath-pileter, aſter he 
had received the preſents from Ahaz, inſtead cf aſi. F 
| ing him againſt the confederate kings, turned his whole 
| ſtrength againſt Syria, and having killed Rezin, the | A 
king of that place, ſeized upon Damaſcus, the capital, 
| and put anend to the kingdom of Syria. | 
| I have no occaſion to repeat the variety of 1mpie'ies | « 
| Ahaz committed, becauſe you. have already read an 
account of them. 
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155 „„ THE Rricn or HEZEKIAH 
_ Kine or JUDAH. 


EZEKIAH began to reign when he 

was five and twenty years old, and he 

reigned nine and twenty years in Jeruſalem. 

And his mother's name was Abijah the 
daughter of Zechariah. 

And he did that which was right in the 
ſight of the Lox p, according to all that Da- 
vid his father had done. 

He, in the firſt year of his reign, in the 
firſt month, opened the doors of the houſe 
of the LoRD, and repaired them. 

And he brought in the prieſts and the Le- 
vites, and gathered them together into the 
eaſt ſtreet, 

And faid unto them, Hear me ye Levites, 
fanctify now yourſelves, and ſanctify the 
| houſe of the Lox D Gop of your fathers, and 
carry forth the filthineſs out of the holy place. 

For our fathers have treſpaſſed, and done 
that which was evil in the eyes of the Loxb 
our Gop, and have forſaken him, and have 

2 turned 
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turned away their faces from the habitatigy 
of the Lok o, and turned their backs. 

Alſo they have ſhut up the doors of the 
porch, and put out the lamps, and have not 
burned incenſe, nor offered burnt-oferings 
in the holy place, unto the Gop of Iſrael. 

Wherefore the wrath of the LORD was 
upon Judah and Jeruſalem, and he hath de- 
Iivered them to trouble, to aſtoniſhment, and 
to hiſſing, as ye ſee with your eyes. 

For lo, our fathers have fallen by thc 
ſword, and our ſons, and our daughters, anc 
our wives are in captivity for this, 

Now it is in mine heart to make a cove- 
nant with the Loxp Gob of Iſrael, that i 
fierce wrath may turn away from us. 

My ſons, be not now negligent : 
Loxb hath choſen you to ſtand before him, 
to ſerve him, and that ye ſhould migaiſter 
unto him, and burn incenſe. | 


for the 


Then the Levites aroſe, and gathered their 


brethren, and ſanctified themſelves, and 
cleanſed the houſe of the Lord. 
Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, 


and ſaid, We have cleanſed all the houle of | 


the LokD, and the altar of burnt-offering, 
with 
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* with all the veſſels thereof, and the ſhew- 
1 bread table, with all the veſſels thereof. 


Then Hezekiah the king roſe early, and 


4 gathered the rulers of the city, and went up 
I to the houſe of the Loxo. 

| 
7 


And they offered ſacrifices and burnt-of- 
ferings for all Iſrael. 

And the Levites ſtood with the inſtruments 
of David, and the prieſts with the trumpets. 

And Hezekiah commanded to offer the 
burnt-offering upon the altar. And when 
the burnt-=offering began, the ſong of the 
Loxp began alſo with the trumpets, and 


with the inſtruments ordained by David king 


5 . 
4 + 
"152 


of Iſrael. 
And all the congregation wotſhipped, and 


: the ſingers ſang, and the trumpeters ſound- 
ed: and all his continued until the burnt- 
offering was finiſhed. So the ſervice of the 

© houſe was ſet in order. 


75 


And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the peo- 
ple, that Gop had prepared the people: for 


the thing was done ſuddenly. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The good HEZ EXKIAH had been an aſſociate with 
his father in the laſt year of his reign, and without 
er had beheld with great concern, the neglect of 


Gop's 
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Gop's worſhip, but could not begin the reformatign 
of the kingdom, during the life of Ahaz ; however, a 
ſoon as he came to full poſſeſſion of the throne, he 
made it the firſt obje& of his care, and purſued it with 
unremitting diligence, 

Hezekiah was very ſenſible that the miſeries which 
had fallen on the land of Judah, were the juſt puniſh. 
ment for their wickedneſs, and the conſequence of 
their breach of the CovEN ANT which the Lok» had 
on his part ſo punctually performed; he was therefore 
very ſolicitous to renew the covenant, knowing that 
the Loxb had promiſed he would turn to his people 
whenever they ſought him with a perfect heart, and 
forſvok the ſins which had rendered them avominable 
in his fight, The ſpeech which the good king made 
to the prieſts and Levites, needs no explanation, and it 
had the intended effect; for the houſe of the To: 
was ſoon cleanſed from every defilement, all thinz: re- 
moved, that had been unlawfully introduced, and cory 
thing reſtored, that had been 1mpiouſly ſet ative by 
Ahaz. When the king knew that the Temple was 
ready for divine ſervice, he joyfully aſſemble the peo- 
ple at an early hour, and all the congregation | ined 
with him, in humble and devout adoration of {Lv 15D 


JEHOVAH. 


Hezekiah * next reſolved to keep the - and 


willing to extend his benevolence to the Whole 
Jacob, ſent to all the tribes, to give them notice ©. 1: 
intention; and though the land of Iſrael was in 
immerſed in idolatry, there was ftill ſome h ad. 
obey ed the ſummons, and aſſiſted at the fol-nn. 


* Coe 2 Chron, ch. xxx. 


pe & 
7 
Fe: 
555 
* 
LES, 
In 
n 
43k 
* 

a £ 2 

8 

by Ig 
M L- 
FWD 
. 
Ws 
$38 

* 

5 
Fo 
co 
* 
. 
6 
* 
*% 

3 
8 
* 
8 
. 
158 
* 

bend IN 

bye, 
We 
— 
* 

; 33 
5 
. 

4 
27 


Vo I. 


made 


nd it 


REFORMATION OF JUDAH. 163 
That the feaſt of unleavened bread might be enjoyed 


7 by the poor as well as the rich, Hezekiah himſelf made 
7 ample proviſion for it by his liberality, and every 


| heart rejoiced in the hopes of Gop's returning favour z 


3 | their repentance found a gracious reception at the 
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= throne of mercy, and th BLESSING &f the Lord v 
2 again reſtored to his people. 

Thbeſe religious exerciſes had a proper effect on the 
minds of the Iſraelites, and they proceeded to deſtroy 


all the monuments of idolatry that remained. Hezekiah 


* took care to renew the ſervice of the Temple according 


to the original inſtitution of it, and to provide for the 
maintenance of the prieſts and Levites. Judah was 
once more in an honourable and proſperous condition, 
and had' every encouragement to be faithful to the 
Los. 

The people of Hrael had even made the brazen 
1 ſerpent, which Moſes erected in the wilderneſs, an ob- 
jet of adoration ; Hezekiah therefore thought it ne- 
_— to deſtroy it. 
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SE CT. XXVII. 


TRE ConcLusion oF THE REIGN of HO SHEA 
| KING or ISRAEL. 


A ND Hoſhea reigned over Iſrael: againſt 


A him came up Shalmanezar king of 
Aſſyria, and Hoſhea became his ſervant, 
and gave him preſents. 

And the king of Aſſyria found conſpiracy 
in Hoſhea: for he had ſent meſſengers 90 
So king of Egypt, and brought no prelcn: 
to the king of Aſſyria, as he had done year 
by year: therefore the king of Aſſyria tv; 
him up, and bound him 1n priſon. 

Then the king of Aſſyria came up through. 
out all the land, and went up to Samara, 
and beſieged it three years. 

In the ninth year of Hoſhea the king of 
Aſſyria took Samaria, and carried liracl away 
into Aſſyria, and placed them in Halah an! 


in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the 


cities of the Medes. 

Becauſe they obeyed not the voice i he 
Loxp their Gop, but tranſgrefied his cone: 
nant, and all that Moſes the ſervant of in! 
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CAPTIVITY OP ISRAEL. 171 
LoRD commanded, and would not hear 
them, nor do them. 

For they. ſerved idols, whereof the Lorp 
had ſaid unto them, Ye ſhall not do this 
thing. 

Yet the Loxp teſtified againſt Iſrael, and 
againſt Judah, by all the prophets, and by all 
the ſeers, ſaying, Turn ye. from your evil 
| ways, and keep my commandments, and my 
| ſtatutes, according to all the law which I 
' commanded your fathers, and which I fent 
to you by my ſervants the prophets. 

Notwithſtanding, they would not hear, 
but hardened Gir necks, like to the neck of 
their fathers, that did not believe in the Lon 
| their Gor. . 

Therefore the Logp was very angry with 
* Iſrael; and removed them out of his fioit : 
there was none left but the tribe of Ja Jah 


: only. 


So was Iſrael carried away out of their 


con land to Aſſyria unto this day. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


After the Ra of Tiglath- pileſar, Shalmanezar . 


ceeded to the throne of Aſſyria, WO ob! iged Hoſnea 


I 2 to 


172 ISAIAH'S PROPHECIES. 


to become tributary to him. So, * king of Egypt, 


was originally an Ethiopian, but had lately inyacey 
Egypt, and having taken the king of that coun::; 
priſoner, cauſed him to be burnt alive, and then ſeizing 
his kingdom, reigned there in, his ſtead ; he ſoon be. 


came powerful, and Hoſhea, king of Iſrael, entered 
into a confederacy with him, hoping, by his afliltance, 


to free himſelf from Aſſyrian bondage; and in conf. 


quence of this, he withdrew his ſubjection from Shal. 


manezar, and would pay him no more tribute ;” and 
on this account it was, that the king of Afivria is. 
vaded Samaria: this invaſion was fatal to the kingdom 
of Iſrael, for they repeated!y rebelled againſt the 
Lord, and were become ſo incorrigibly wicked, tha: 
he deſerted them, and they were left a prey to thuir 
enemies, but not without being often warned of ther 
danger by his prophets. 

In order that you may yourſelf judge of GD jul 


dealings with this ſtubborn and rebellious people, you 


ſhall read here ſome parts of the prophetic writings, 
which will convince you that the AL MIGHTY dial. 
with them like an affectionate parent, who, before be 
diſinherits a diſobedient ſon, uſes eyery means to ft. 
form him. 


Pak TS OF THE PROPHEC1EsS of ISAIAH THE 
Son oF AMOZ. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: {+ int 
Lok p hath ſpoken, I hawe nouriſbed and broig- 
children, and they have rebelled again/? me, 
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1 The or Inbaberb his owoner, and the afs his maſter's 
: 2 erib : but Iſrad « doth not know, my people doth not 
I confider. 


Ab ſinful nation, a el laden EN iniquity, a ſed 


1 ; % evil. diere, children that are corrupters, they have 1 
ds | ſaken the Log, they have provoked the hy One of 1/ract 


5 unto anger, they are gone away backward. 


Therefore thou haſt forſaken thy perple the hruſe of Jas 
cob, becauſe they be repleniſhed from the caſt, and are 


| ,  orthfajers dike the Philiftines, and they pleaje themſelves 


in the children of flrangers. 


4 
= Their land alſo is full of filver and gold, neither 


; 4 there any end of their treaſures : (their land is aljo full 5 
1 


herſes ; neither is there any end of their chariots, 
Their land alſo is full of idols : they worſhip the work of 


their caun hands, that which their own fingers have made. 


And the mean man boweth down, and the great manu 


 bunbleth himſelf : therefore forgive them not. 


Wo unto them that join houſe to houſe, that lay field to 


| field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone 
1 in the midſt of the earth, 
Wo unto them that riſe up early in the morning, that 
” they may follow ftrong drink, that continue until night, 
till wine en fame them. 


| And the harp and the wiol, the tabret and fie, and 
* wine are in their Feaſts + but they regard not the work of 


, 9 Logp, geither confider the operation of bis hands. 


NM unto them that call evil good, and good evil: that 
© pur aarkneſs fer light, and light for daringſs ; that put 
1 for feet, and ſweet for bitter, 

: 1 o 
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Fo unto them that are wiſe in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own fight. 


———— TTY OE Am 


o unto them that decree unrig htecus decrees, and tha; 
write grievouſaeſs which they have preſerited ; 

To turn afide the needy from judgment, and to take away 
the right from the poor of my people, that widows may be 
their prey, and that they may rob the fatherleſs. 

Aud what will ye do in the day of v/itation; and ig 
the defalation which ſhall come from far? to whim vill je 
fee for help! and where will you leave your glory? 

O AHrian, the red of mine anger, and the laß in ihir 

| band is mine tadignation. 

J awill ſend him againſt an hypocritical naticn; and 
againſt the people of my wrath will I give him a charge 
to take the ſpoil, and to tak: the prey, aud to tread ihe 
dawn lize the mire of the ſtreets. 


Hlowveit, he meaneih not ja, neither dei his heart 


think ſa, but is in his heart to deſtroy, and cut off nations 


ct few, 

For he faith, Are not my princes altogether kings, 

Ts not Caluo, as Charchemiſh? is not Hamath 6: 
Arpad? is not Samaria as Damaſcus ? 

As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idle, and 
ab h graven images did excel them of Jeruſalem, and , 
02mAria . 

Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her id, 

fo ao to Feruſalem and her idols? 

Wherefore jhall it come to paſs, that when the LORD 
hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion, aud i! 
Terujalem, I aviil puniſh the fruit of the flout heart 'f 
the king of Aria, aud the glery of his high locks. 
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| : | Shall the ax boaſt itſelf againſt Bim that heweth there. 
| 3 with : or ſhall the ſaw magnify itſelf againſt him that 
| © /hhaketh it? as if the rod ſhould ſhake. itſelf againſt him 


Wo: that lift it up, or as if the flaff ſhould lift up Hel, as if 


it avere no wood. 


15/25) „re 


es 


e 


ene ge 
ky EEC * 
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Therefore ſpall the Lon n, the Lo xD of hoſts, ſend 
among his fat ones leanneſs, and under his glory he ſpall 
kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 


And the light of 1/rael ſhall be for a fire, and his Holy 
One for a flame: and it ſoall burn and devcur his thorns 


= and his britrs in one day. 


Wo to the rebellious children, ſaith the Log.D, that 
| take counſel, but not of me: and that cover with a cover- 
ing, but not of my ſpirit, that they may add fin to flu: 

That walk to go down into Egypt, (and hawe net aſked 
at my meuth) to ſtrengthen themſe.wves in the jlrengih of 
Pharaoh, and to truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt. 

Therefore ſhall ihe flrength of Pharaoh be your ſhame, 
and the truſt in the ſhadow of Egypt your confuſion, 

For the Egyptians ſhall help in vain, and to no purpoſe : 
therefore have I cried concerning this, Their firength is 
zo fit flill, | 

Nox go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a 
book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever : 

That this is a rebellious people, lying children, chilaren 
that will not hear the law of the Lo xD: 

Which jay to the ſeers, See not; and 10 the prophets, 
Propheſy not unto us right things, ſpeak unto us ſncoth 
things, propheſy deceits : 

Get you out cut of the way, turn aſide out of the path, 
cauſe the holy One of 1/racl to ceaſe from before us. | 
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156 FSALAH'S-PROPHECIES, 
IVherefure thus ſaith the holy One of Ißrael, Beca i 
Je deſpije this word, and truſt in oppreſſion and perverſ. 
neſs, and ſtay thereon : 


T herefere this iniquity ſpall be to you as a breach rena; Wa 


to fall,  feoelliag out in a high wo Whoſe breaking 
cometh fuddenly at an inſtant, 

And he fpall Freak it as the breaking of the potter a-. 
fel that is broken in pieces, he ſpall not ſpare; ſo that thin 
ſpall not be feund in the burſting of it, a fored to take fir 
rom the hearth, or to take awater withal out of ihe pi. 

For thus ſaith the LoRDP Go, the holy One of Ijrail, 
Tn returning and reſt Hall ye be ſaved, in quietnc/ cu 
in confidence ſpall be your firengith ; and ye would nt. 

But ye ſaid, No, for we wiil flee upon horſes ; thire- 
fore foall ye free and wwe will ride upon the fiſt; 
therefore all they that purſue you, be ſwift. 

One thouſand fha'l jee at the rebuke of one: at thi 
rebuke of five ſhall ye flee, till ye be left as a beacon nun 


the tep of a mountain, and as an enſign on an hill, 


Seck ye the Lok D while he may be found, call ye uf 
. him while he is near. 

Let the wicked forſake his way, and the wnrightecu 
man his thoughts : and let him return unto the Load, 
and he will have mercy uon him, and to cur God, fir 
fe will abundantly pardon. 

Fer my thoughts are not your ehoughts, neither are jou! 
avays my ways, /eith the LoRD. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, ſe arc 
eways higher than your ways, and my thoughts ihan jour 


thoughts, 
You 
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GOD'S WARNINGS TO ISRAEL. 175 


You ſee, my dear, from this ſmall portion of the 
prophecies, that che Iſraelites were admoniſhed both by 
promiſes and threatnings, expreſſed in the moſt pathetic 
and perſuaſive language to forſake their evil ways. 
The crimes which rendered them abominable in the 
ſight of the Lond were enumerated ; they were warned 
not to rely;on Egypt for help, and were told that the 
Afſyrians ſhould prevail againſt them. Had the Iſ- 
raelites repented like the Ninevites, there is no doubt 
but that they alſo would have been ſaved from 
deſtruction, The Loxb would have reſtrained the 
fierce wrath of the Aſſyrian king, who was, though 
he knew it not, the rod + of divine anger; but as 
neither kindneſs nor ſeverity could reform this rebelli- 
ous nation, they were juſt'y expoſed to the conſe- 
quences of their diſobedience, and the Ifraehtiſh 
kingdom was brought to an end, after it had ſtood di- 
vided from that of Judah two hundred and fifty-four 
years. A great number of the Iſraelites eſcaped with 
their lives; ſome into Egypt, but more into the king- 
dom of Judah, where they weaned themſelves by de- 
grees from their idolatries, and became ſubje&s to 
Hezekiah, and his ſucceſſors.“ It is needleſs to in- 
form you of the various conjectures of different authors 
reſpeRing the countries to which the captive Jews were 
tranſported, as it is a point of no importance to us, 
and impoſſible to be exactly aſcertained, 


* Ifaiah Xo 
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Tu ConTixuaTION or THE RETN or HEZ E. 
KiAH EKixNe or JUDAH. 

ND Hezekiah truſted in the Lorxo 

Gop of Iſrael; fo that after him was 

none like him among all the kings of Ju- 


dah, nor any that were before him. 


For he clave to the Lok p, and departed 
not from following him, but kept his com- 
mandments, which the Lob commanded 
Moſes. 

And the Lord was with him; and he 
proſpered whitherſoever he went forth, and 


he rebelled againſt the king of Aſſyria, and 


ſerved him not. 
He ſmote the Philiſtines, even unto Gaza, 


and the borders thereof, from the tower of 


the watchmen to the fenced city. 
Now in the fourteenth year of king Here. 
Eiah did Sennacherib king of Aſſyria come 


up againſt all the fenced cities of Judah, 


and took them. 
And Hezekiah king of Judah ſent to the 
king of Aſfyria to Lachiſh, ſaying, I have 


. oifended ; return frem me: that which thou 


putteſt on me, I wills lear, And the bing 
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HEZ EKTAH 's SICKNESS. 179 


of Aſſyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of lilver, and 


thirty talents of gold. 
And Heztkiah gave him all the filver 


that was found in the houſe of the Loxp,. 
and in the treaſures of the king's houſe. 

At that time did Hezekiah cut. off the: 
gold from the doors of the temple of the 


Lonp, and from the pillars which 'Hezekiah. 
king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it. to 
the king of Aſſyria. 


After theſe things and the eſtabliſhment. 
thereof, Sennacherib king of Aſſyria came, 
and entered into Judah, and encamped a- 
gainſt the fenced cities, and thought to- win 
them for himſelf. 

In thoſe days was Hezekiah ſick unto: 


death. And the prophet Iſaiah the ſon of 


Amoz came to him; and ſaid unto him; Thus: 
faith the Loxp, Set thine houſe: in order:: 
for thou ſhalt die, and not live: 

Then he turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lorv, ſaving; 
I beſeech thee, O Lord, en now 
how IL have walked before thee in truth, and! 
with a perfect heart, and have done that Which 
is good in thy fight. And Hezekiah wept ſore. 
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189 HEZEKIAH'S PENITENCT. 


And it came to paſs afore Iſaiah was gone 
out into the middle court, that the word ot 
the Lonxp came to him, ſaying, 

Turn again, and tell 1 the cap- 
tain of my people, Thus faith the Lox, the 


God of David thy father, I have heard thy 1 + 


prayer, I have ſeen thy tears: behold, I will 
heal thee: on the third day thou ſhalt go up 
unto the houſe of the Lord. 

And I vill add unto thy days fifteen years: 
and I will deliver thee, and this city, out of 
the hand of the king of Aſſyria: and I will 
defend this city for mine own ſake, and for 
my ſervant. David's ſake. 

And Hezekiah ſaid unto Iſaiah, What ſhall 
be the ſign that the LoRD will heal me, and 
that. I mall go up into the houſe of the Los 
the third day ? 

And Ifaiah ſaid, This fign ſhalt thou have 
of the Lord, that the LORD will do the 
thing that he hath ſpoken : ſhall the ſnadow 
go forward ten degrees, or go back ten 
degrees ? 

And Hezekiah anſwered, It is a lige 
thing for the ſhadow to go down ten de 
grees : nay, but let the ſhadow return bach 


ward ten degrees, 
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- And Ifaiah the prophet cried unto the 
Loxp: and he brought the ſhadow ten de- 
grees backward, by which it had my down 
in the dial of Ahaz. 

And Ifaiah ſaid, Take a lump of figs; 
and they took and laid it on the boil, and he 


recovered. | 
And when Hezekiah Taw that Sennacherib 


; was come, and that he was purpoſed to fight 
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. againſt Jeruſalem; D 


He took counſel with his princes and his 


mighty men, to ſtop the waters of the foun- 


tains which were without the city, And 


they did help him 


So there was gathered much people to- 
gether, who ſtopped all the fountains, and 
the brook that ran through the midſt of the 
land, ſaying, Why ſhould the kings of Af- 
ſyria come and find much water? 

Alfo he ſtrengthened himſelf, and built 
up all the wa 11 chat was broken, and raifed 
it up to {the towers, and another wall 
without, and repaired Millo in the city of 
David, and made darts and ſhields in abun- 


dance. 


And he ſet 8 of war over the peo- 


Ple, and gathered them together to him in 


the 


n 


182 HEZEKIAH'S CONFIDENCE. 


the ſtreet of the gate of the city, and {ale 
comfortably to them, ſaying, 

Be ſtrong and courageous, be not afraid 
nor diſmayed for the king of Aſſyria, nor for 
all the multitude that is with him: for th« 
be more with us than with him. 

With him is an arm of fleſh ; but wit: vs 
is the Loxpd our Gop, to help us, and to 
fight our battles. And the people reſted 
themſelves upon the words of Hezekiah king 


of Judah. 


ANNOTATIONS ax D REFLECTIONS. 


„It appears, that whilſt the king of Afſyria waz 
employed againſt Samaria, Hezekiah took the oppor- 
tunity of recovering what had been loſt from his king- 
dom in his father's reign; and had ſuch ſucceſs again 
the Philiſtines in particular, that he not only reg:ined 
the cities of Judab, which they had ſeized during the 


time that Pekah king of: Iſrael, and Rezin king of 


Syria, diſtreſſed the land, but even diſpoſſeſſed them 
of almoſt all their own country, except Gaza and 
Gath:“ theſe ſucceſſes encouraged Hezekiah to refuſe 
the tribute which Ahaz, his father, had agreed to pay 
to the king of Afſyria.;. who, it is thought, was di- 
verted from his purpoſe of invading him at this time, 
by a war which he was engaged in with the king ot 
Tyre, and died before the concluſion of it: he wi 
ſucceeded by his ſon Sennacherib, who renewed the 
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$ENNACHERITB'S INVASION. 18g 


ö A | Fer and on Hezekiah's refuſal, C came againſt 


| kim with a very powerful army, and took from him a 
1 t number of fortified cities, in ſo ſhort a time, as 
5 ſeemed to threaten the total ruin of the whole king- 


dom. Hezekiah, who ſaw his error too late, had no 
1 way to retrieve it but by a ſpeedy ſubmiſſion; he 


1 
9 


”” therefore ſent an embaſſy to Sennacherib, acknowledg- 


ing his fault, and promiſing to ſubmit to whatever 
terms he ſhould impoſe upon him.“ Sennacherib was 
by this means induded to withdraw his army for the 
| preſent, without inflicting any other penalty than the 
annual payment of three hundred talents of ſilver, and 
” thirty talents of gold, amounting to three hundred 
and kfty-one thouſand pounds of. our money. But this 
reſpite, though ſo dearly bought, did not laſt long; 
for the treacherous Aſſyrian king, who was ſtill at 
Laciſh, ſoon after ſent his army, under the command 

f Tartan, Rabſaris, and Rab-ſhakeh, directly againſt 
* Jeruſalem, ſo that Hezekiah faw himſelf in greater 
danger than ever, of meg his as and liberty, if 
not his life. = 

About. this time Hezekiah was afflicted with a pain- 
ful diſeaſe, in its nature mortal, and above the power 
of human art to cure; the prophet Iſaiah was ſent to 
inform him of his danger; and you read, that the king 
was exceedingly affected with the awful ſummons ; 
for, “ beſides the love of life, ſo natural to all men, 
Hezekiah had many reaſons to make him particularly 
deſirous of it at this time, for he was in the very 
prime of his days; the Aſſyrian power he had caule 
|  todread would overwhelm his kingdom, and he had, 

as yet, no ſon to ſucceed him; which was a circumſtance 
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of great affliction, as he was the laſt of the royal ff 
mily of David. He ſaw ruin and deſolation likely to 
fall on his country, and had reaſon to fear he wa; 
under the diſpleaſure of Gop, as length of days was a 
- part of the bleſſing which the Loxp had promiſed t ũm X Ti 
good kings; and therefore, having theſe proſpects be. 
fore his eyes, he might well melt into tears at tlie 
proſpect of approaching death.” 1 
His humility and penitence were ſo exemplary, that 
the prophet was ordered to aſſure him, his life ſhou'd 
be extended, and that he ſhould be delivered from the 
Aſſyrians; and to ſtrengthen his faith, a very extra- 
ordinary S1GN was given him. I need not, my dear, 


attempt a particular deſcription of this miracle, because 
J am ſure you are fully convinced, that however aſto- 
niſhing it might be, according to the uſual courſe of 
things, it was not too difficult for the ALMIOGUTY to 
effect. f 
« As * ſoon as Hezekiah recovered, he made all | 
poſſible preparations for a brave defence of his king- 
dom, fortified his city, and laid in great ſtore of arms 
and proviſions for the ſiege, and cut off, as much as 


poſſible, all ſupply of water from the enemey ; he 2 
then called his officers together, and exhorted them t9 1 
rely wholly on Gon, and by no means to be diicou- ye 
raged by the number and ſtrength of the faithleſs 4. i 
uf 29 N # 
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ND 10 king of Aſſyria ſent Tartan, 
and Rabſaris, and Rab- ſhakeh from 
4 Lachiſh to king Hezekiah, with a great hoſt 


came to Jeruſalem. And when they were 


i} N come up, they came and ſtood by the con- 


j po of the upper pool, which is in the E 


» way of the fuller's field. 


pr: 


PLOTS 


And when they had called to the king, 
there came out to them Eliakim the ſon of 
- Hilkiah, which was over the houſhold, and 
© Shebna the ſcribe, and Joah the ſon of Aſaph 
the recorder: -- 

And Rab-ſhakeh ſaid unto them, Speak 
ye now to Hezekiah, Thus ſaith the great 
king, the king of Aſſyria, What confidence 

Is ls wherein thou truſteſt ? 

Thou ſayeſt (but they are but vain words) 
I have counſel and ſtrength for the war. 


Now on whom doſt thou truſt, that thou re- 
© belleſt againſt me? 
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pe, Jeruſalem. And they went up and 


11 
" 
' 
i 
} 4! 
1 
| "tt 
Yi! 
1 
1 
U 
11 
| 
tj! 
| 
1 
1 
1 
' 


i 


— 


186 RAB-SHAKEH'S' ARROGANCE. 


Now, behold, thou truſteſt upon the ſtaf 
of this bruiſed reed, even upon Egypt, on 
which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, 
and pierce it? ſo is Pharaoh king of Egypt 
unto all that truſt on him. 

But if ye ſay unto me, we truſt in the 
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Lord our Gop : is not that he whoſe high | 
places, and whole altars Hezekiah hath taken 


away, and hath ſaid to Judah and Jau. 


falem, Ye ſhall worſhip before this altar in 


Jeruſalem ? 

Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges 
to my lord the king of Aſſyria, and I wil 
deliver thee two thouſand horſes, if thou be 
able on thy part to ſet riders upon them. 

How then wilt thou turn away the face of 
one captain of the leaſt of my maſter's ſer- 


vants, and put thy truſt on Egypt for cha- 


riots and for horſemen ? 
Am I now come up without the Lon» 


againſt this place to deſtroy it? the Lox? | 


ſaid to me, Go up againſt his land, and 
deſtroy it. 

Then ſaid Eliakim the ſon of Hilkizn, 
and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-ſhakeh, 
Speak, I pray thee, to thy ſervants in 


the Syrian language; for we underſtand !t: | 


talk 
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9 and talk not with us in the Jews language, 
f F in the ears of the 14,2 that are on the 
val. 
þ But Rab- ſhakeh ſaid unto them, Hath 
| 4 iu maſter ſent me to thy maſter, and to thee, 
3 l to ſpeak theſe words? hath he not ſent me 
to the men which fit on the wall, that they 
may be puniſhed with you ? 
Then Rab-ſhakeh ſtood and cried with 
4 2 loud voice in the Jews language, and ſpake, 
| F faying, Hear the word of the great king, the 

| 4 king of Aſſyria: | 
Thus faith the king, Let not Hezekiah 

* deceive you : for he ſhall not be able to de- 


liver you out of his hand. 
ö Neither let Hezekiah make you truſt in 
= the Logo, ſaying, The Lozy will ſurely de- 
[ liver us, and this city ſhall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Aſſyria. 

1 Hearken not unto Hezekiah. For thus 

a the king of Aſſyria, Make an agree- 

ment with me by a preſent, and come out to 
me, and then eat ye every man of his 
own vine, and every one of his fig-tree, 


and drink ye every one the waters of his 
© ciſtern ; 


Until 
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Until I come and take you away to a lan 
ike your own land, a land of corn and wine 


a land of bread and vine-yards, a land  ' 
oil- olive and of honey, that ye may live, ai 


not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiz!; 
when he perſuadeth you, ſaying, The Lozo 
will deliver us. 

Hath any of the gods of the nations de. 


livered at all his land out of the hand of the 


king of Aſſyria? 

Where are the gods of Hamath, and of 
Arpad ? where are the gods of an n, 
Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered 8. 
maria out of mine hand ? 


Who are they among all the gods of tte | 
countries that have delivered their country 


out of mine hand, that the Loxp ſhould de- 
liver Jeruſalem out of mine hand ? 

But the people held their peace, and an- 
ſwered him not a word. For the king's com- 
mandment was, ſaying, Anſwer him not. 

Then came Eliakim the ſon of Hilkiah, 
which was over the houſhold, and Sheba 
the ſcribe, and Joah the ſon of Aſa; i the re. 
corder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, 


and told him the words of Rab-ſhaken. 


And 
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And it came to paſs when king Hezekiah 
bead it, that he rent his clothes and cover- 
ed himſelf with ſackcloth, and went into the 


'Y bouſe of the Lok o. 


7 5 ; 


And he ſent Eliakim, which was over the 


” houſhold, and Shebna the ſcribe, and the 


* elders of the prieſts covered with ſackcloth, 


1 
blaſphemy. 
1 

x: 
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to Iſaiah the prophet the ſon of Amoz. 
And they ſaid, Thus ſaith Hezekiah, T his 
is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of 


It may be the Loxp thy Gop will heak all 
the words of Rab-ſhakeh, whom the king 
of Aſſyria his maſter hath ſent to N 
the living Gop: and will reprove the words 
which the Loxp thy Gop hath heard: 
wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant 
that are left. 


So the ſervants of king Hezekiah came 


to Iſaiah. 


And Iſaiah faid unto them, Thus ſhall ye 
fa to your maſter, Thus ſaith the Loxy, Be 
not afraid of the words which thou haſt 
© heard, with which the ſervants of the king 


of Aſſyria have blaſphemed me. 


Behold, I will ſend a blaſt upon him, and 
he ſhall hear a rumour, and ſhall return to 


2 his 
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his own land: and I will cauſe him to al 1 
by the ſword in his own land. | 

So Rab-ſhakeh returned and found e 
king of Aſſyria warring againſt Libnah : he 
he had» en that he was departed from 
Lachiſh. 1 5 "oF 

And when he heard ſay of Tirhal:ah king 2e 
of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fg. 
againſt thee : he ſent meſſengers again unto 
Hezekiah, ſaying, 

Thus ſhall ye ſpeak to Hezekiah King of 
Judah, ſaying, Let not thy Gop in whom 
thou truſteſt deceive thee, ſaying, Jeruſalem 
ſhall not be delivered into the hand of be 

; 2s foi 
king of Aſſyria. 

Behold, thou haſt heard what the kings of 
Aſſyria have done to all lands, by deſtroying 
them utterly: and ſhalt thou be delivered? 
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Fave the gods of the nations delivered 2 5 
them which my fathers have deſtroyed; 6 RY 
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the 1 
children of Eden, which were in Thelazur? oe 

Where is the king of Hamath, and | the Ir 
king of Arpad, and the king of the city 0 '8 
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivah'? Jie: 
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And Hezekiah received the letter ©: i"? 
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| Hezekiah went up into the houſe of the 


| Log, and ſpread it before the Los. 

And Hezekiah prayed before the Lox, 
and ſaid, O LoxD Gop of Iſrael which dwell- 
eſt between the cherubims, thou art the God, 
; even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the 


\ earth; thou haſt made heaven and earth. 


Lokb, bow down thine ear, and hear: 


4 open, Lonxp, thine eyes, and ſee: and hear 
the words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent 
him to reproach the living Goo. 
Of a truth, Lozp, the kings of Aſſyria 
have deſtroyed the nations and their lands, 
And have caſt their gods into the fire: 


for they were no gods, but the work of men's 


9 hands, wood and ſtone: 
= deſtroyed them. 


therefore have they 


Nov therefore, O Lord our God, I be- 
| ſeech thee, ſave thou us out of his hand, that 
all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou art the Lozp Gop, even thou only. 
Then Ifaiah the fon of Amoz ſent to He- 
zekiah, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp God of 
Ifrael, That which thou haſt prayed to me 
*gainſt Sennacherib _ of Afyria 1 haye 


heard, 


This 
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This is the word that the LORD has I 
ſpoken concerning him: The virgin, the | 
daughter of Zion hath deſpiſed thee, and 


laughed thee to ſcorn, the daughter of Jery. | 


ſalem hath ſhaken her head at thee. 
Whom haſt thou reproached and bla 
phemed? and againſt whom haſt thou exalted 


even againſt the holy One of Iſrael. 
By thy meſſengers thou haſt reproached 
the Los, and haſt ſaid, With the multitude 
of my chariots I am come up to the heigh: 
of the mountains, to the ſides of Lebanon, 
and will cut down the tall cedar-trees there- 
of, and the choice fir-trees thereof : 


will enter into the lodgings of his border, 


and into the foreſt of his Carmel. | 
I have digged and drunk ſtrange waters, 
and with the ſole of my feet have I dried up 
all the rivers of beſieged places. 
Haſt thou not heard long ago how I have 
done it, and of ancient times that I have 
formed it? now have I brought it to pa 


and! 
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thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? 


that thou ſhouldeſt be to lay waſte [enced | 


cities into ruinous heaps. 
Therefore their inhabitants were of {all 


power, they were diſmayed and contou: ed; 
th oY 
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ey were as the graſs of the field, and as the 


green herb, as 25 graſs on the houſe- tops, 
| and as corn blaſted before it be grown up. 
But I know thy abode, and thy going out, 


Land thy coming in, and thy rage againſt me. 


— N 
7 
ZY 


Becauſe thy rage againit me had thy tu- 
' mult is come up into mine cars, therefore I 
will put my hook in thy noſe, and my bridle 
in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by 


the way by which thou cameſt. 
And this ſhall be a ſign unto thee, Ye 


ſhall eat this year ſuch things as grow of 
themſelves, and in the ſecond year that 
which ſpringeth of the ſame; and in the 
third year ſow ye and reap, and plant vine- 


yards, and eat the fruits thereof. 


And the remnant that is eſcaped of the 
houſe of Judah ſhall yet again take root 
cownward, and bear fruit upward. 
For out of Jeruſalem 5 I go forth a 
remnant, and they that eſcape out of mount 
| the zeal of the Lorxp of hoſts (all 
do this. | 
Therefore thus faith the Losp concern- 
ing the king of Aſſyria, He ſhall not come 
into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow there, nor 
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194 THE DEFEAT OF THE ASSYRIANs, 
come before it with ſhield, nor caſt a bank 
againſt it. 

By the way that he came, by the ſame 


ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into this | 


city, faith the Loxp : 


For I will defend this city to ſave it, for 
mine own ſake, and for my ſervant David' 


ke, © 


And it came to paſs that night that the 
angel of the LoRx D went out, and ſmote in 
the camp of the Aſſyrians an hundred four. 
ſcore and five thouſand: and when they 
aroſe early in the morning, behold, thc; 
were all dead corpſes. 

So Sennacherib king of Aſſyria departed, 
and went and returned, and dwelt at NI 
neveh. 

And it came to paſs, as he was worſhip- 
ping in the houſe of Niſroch his god, chat 
Adrammelech and Sharazer his ſons 
him with the ſword: and they eſcape into 
the land of Armenia. And Eſarhaddon hs 
ſon reigned in his ſtead. 
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ANNOTATIONS AFD REFLECTIC- 
The proud Aſſyrian king Shalmanelar, has ng {ub 
dued the kingdom of Iſrael, and other notion 17 
few,” agreeably to the prophet's prediction 
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| you read in 2 former Section *, purpoſed to deftroy the 
kingdom of Judah alſo; but Hezekiah was ſupported 


= againſt him by the Lob, and therefore he was not 


0 7 able to prevail. Sennacherib, the ſucceſſor of Shal- 


3 
* 22 4 


maneſar, inheriting his father's ambition and im- 


man 
15 petuoſity, purſued the ſame plan of conduct, and ſuc- 
ceeded ſo far, as to take ſome of the fenced cities of 
© Judah; but when the Lon D had (for the preſent) per- 
formed his whole wwor#% upon mount $19N, and on JERU- 
\ SALEM, he caſt duwwn the heart of the king of G ria, 
Fi and the glory of bis high looks. | 
* You cannot fail of perceiving, my dear, that the 
| 5 ſpeech which Rab-ſhakeh made to Hezekiah's miniſters, 
was an open inſult of the Drivixe Majzsry, Rab- 
4 ſhakeh was an eloquent man, and therefore Eliakim 
had great reaſon to dread the effect of his plauſible ar- 
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; guments ; eſpecially, as the people of Judzh, had on 
| ſo many occaſions, been eaſily perſuaded to forſake the 


> Loxp, and join with idolaters; and therefore were in 
particular danger of being ſeduced, at à time, when 
ſuch misfortunes threatened them, as they could not by 
human means avert: but the good example of their 
excellent ſovereign, and a regular atcendance on pub- 
lick worſhip, had produced ſuch happy effects on their 
minds, that they readily obeyed the king's command, 
and liſtened to the vain boaſtin gs of Rab-ſhakeh, with 
ſilent indignation ; whilſt Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah, 
ſhocked at his blaſphemy, and grieved for the deſpiſed 
and afflicted condition of Jeruſalem, rent their clothes. 
The behaviour of Hezekiah, when he received the in- 


a Sec. xxvii. Þ Ibid. This prophecy had a farther comple« 
tion afterwards. 


K. 2 ſulting 
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ſulting meſſage, was perfectly ſuited to the 0:caf;, 
and expreſſive of the ſorrow he felt at the indiguit y of- 
fered to the Hey name of Gop. 

The Aſſyrian monarch alarmed, as the prophet had 
fore told he would be, „ avith a Rumour,” went tg 
defend his own territories from the invaſion of the 

king of Ethiopia; and his generals retired from Jerut1. 
lem, without waiting for Hezekiah's anſwer ; but you 
find, that Sennacherib not receiving the ſubmiſſion he 
required, repeated his inſults in a haughty letter, 
wherein he boaſted of having ſubdued the gods of 
other nations, and expreſſed the higheſt degree of en- 
fidence, that he was alſo able to refit and deſeat the 
Lok ſtuovan. The divine promiſes made by the 
mouth of Iſaiah, were foon fulfilled, the enemy 5e- 
turned, and were preparing to attack Jeruſalem; bur 
before they could have time to commit any hofiilitie:, 
the greateſt part of their army was miraculouſly fialt- 
ten, ſo that when they ould have ariſen in the morn- 
ing, behold, they were all dead corpſes! Sennacherib, 
terrified with this ſudden overthrow, fled back to Ni- 
neveh, with the utmolt precipitation, where he was {3n 
after aſſaſſinated by two of his own ſons. 

From this wonderful defeat of the mighty Arien 
army, we may learn, my dear, „ that as the Lov» 
fills, at his pleaſure, the raging of the ſea, and he e 
of the waves; in like manner he /iills the raging Fe 
people, When the paſſions of men are molt in ed, 
and their ceſigns jult ripe for burſting into execution, 
often by ſome unexpected interpoſition, he calls 191 
the world to obſerve, that there is oxs higher than tte 
higheit upon earth, who can fruſtrate their devices in 2 


4 A + 25171 t 
monie!“ 


( 


moment 
Proud f 
bouring 
with his 
mies ma 
ſtrongth 
gives t 
fate of 
ready t 
the pri 
man; : 
that bo 
to pout 
prevail 
INCOTT? 
ſtrume 
people 
reflecti 
they w 
themſe 
the re 
means 
faithfi 
relign 
bg] 
religi. 
tranſa 
dence 
which 
wiſdo 


cerne 


GOD'S GOVERNMENT. 197 


moment, and command the earth to be fiill before him, 
Proud fleets, deitined to carry deſtruction to neigh- 

bouring kingdoms, may cover the ocean; He blows 

with his wind, and they are ſcattered. Mighty ar- 

mies may go forth to the field in all the glory of human 

trength, but the iſſues of battle are wich him. Ne 

gives to ſome light event the power of deciding the 

fate of nations. A thouſand unſeen miniſters ſtand 

ready to ke the inſtruments of his power, in humbling 
the pride, and checking the efforts of the wrath of 
man; as in the inſtance of haughty Sennacherib, and 
that boaſted tempeſt of his wrath, which he threatenec 

to pour on all the Jewiſh nation. It wes allosed to 
prevail againſt the Iſraelites, as a puniſhment for tueir 
incorrigible wickedneſs, and was employed as an in- 
ſtrument of diſcipline and correction to the king and 
people of Judah, in order to produce ia them proper 
reflections upon their duty, and their paſt errors; as 
they wiſely conſidered it in this light, and humbled 
themſelves before the Los p, he graciouſly “ reflrained 
the remainder of Seanacherib's wrath ; and mace it the 
means of advancing the temporal proſperity of his 
faithful people, and of conſirming the truth of his holy 
religion and his Almighty power,” 

Let this hiſtory, the efore, my dear, lead us to a 
religious contemplation of the hand of Gop, in all the 
tranſactions of the world. Let us not cenſure Provi- 
dence, on account of any ſeeming diſorders and evils 
which at preſent take place: the plans of Civine 
wiſdom, are too large and comprehenſive to be dif- 
cerned by us in all their extent; and where we ſee 


* Pſalm lxxvi. 10. 
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only by parts, we mult frequently be at a loſs in judg. 
ing of the whole. The way of God is in the ſca, ani 
his path in the great waters ; his fectfeps are not Et 


Taz C. 


But although thou ſayeſt thou canſt nit ſee him, yet judy. 
ment is before him; therefore truſt thou in him. hat. 
ever diſtreſſes we ſuſfer from the wrath of man, we hays 5 
ground to believe that they befall us not in vain. Let A 
us then Rudy to gain the protection and favour of th: Wienſet 
ALMIGHTY. JF he be for us, who or what c? him : 
againſt us? Let us purſue the meaſures which he tas 4 and fc 
appointed for obtaining his grace, by faith, repeniance, for 1h 
and a holy life, and we ſhall have no reaſon to be jewels 
afraid of any evil tidings ; our hearts will be fixed, truflin 1 Sto! 
in the LORD; and awe need not fear what man can i 5 
unto us||.”? 1 and * 
bl bes 
* Pſalm Ixxvii. 19. f Job xxxv. 14. | The above re- "Mc 
flectlons, with which 1 have adorned my page, are collected from Dr, ; "i 
Blair's moſt excellent ſermon on the Divine Government of (be j«jicu WM poſſef 
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SE CT XXX. 


Tux „ OF THE REIGN OF HEZBEKIAH 
King oF JUDAH.. 


A ND Hezekiah had exceeding much 
A riches and honour: and he made 
himſelf treaſuries for ſilver, and for gold, 
and for precious ſtones, and for ſpices, and 
for ſhields, and for all manner of pleaſant 


fn jewels ; 
„ AStore-houſes allo for the increaſe of corn, 
 andwine, and oil; and ſtalls for all manner 
of beaſts, and cotes for flocks. 
i Moreover, he provided him cities, and 


out f poſſeſſions of flocks and herds in abundance: 
for God had given him ſubſtance very much. 

This ſame Hezekiah alſo ſtopped the up- 
per water-courſe of Gihon: and brought it 
ſtraight down to the weſt ſide of the city of 
David, And Hezekiah proſpered in all his 
works, 

But Hezekiah rendered not again accord- 
ing to the benefit done unto him; for his 
heart was lifted up: therefore there was 
wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Je- 
ruſalem. 


K 4. Not- 
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Notwithſtanding Hezekiah humbled him. 

ſelf for the pride of his heart, both he and 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſo that the 
wrath of the Logp came not upon them | in 
the days of Hezekiah. 
_ 'Howbeit in the buſineſs of the ambaſſa- 
dors of the princes of Babylon, who {cnt 
unto him to enquire of the wonder that was 
done in the land, Gob left him to try him, 
that he might know all that was in his 
heart. | 

For at that time Merodach- baladan the 
ſon of Baladan king of Babylon, ſent letters 
and a preſent to Hezekiah : for he had heard 
that he had been ſick, and was recovered. 

And Hezekiah was glad of them, and 
ſhewed them the houſe of his precious 
things, the filver, and the gold, and the 


ſpices, and the precious ointment, and all 


the houſe of his armour, and all that was 


found in his treaſures: there was nothing 11 
his houſe, nor in all his dominion, chat 


Hezekiah ſhewed them not. 
Then came Iſaiah the prophet unto kin 


Hezekiah, and ſaid unto him, What wr 


theſe men? and from whence came they 
unto thee? And Hezekiah faid, They are 
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come from a far country unto me, even 
from Babylon. 


Then ſaid he, What have 105 ſeen in 


| cliche houſe? And Hezekiah anſwered, All 


that is in mine houſe have they ſeen : there 
is nothing among my treafures that I have 


hot ſhewed them. 

Then ſaid Iſaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the 
word of the Lord of hoſts. 

Behold, the days come, that all that is in 
thine houſe, and that which thy fathers have 
laid up in ſtore until this day, ſhall be car- 
ried to Babylon : nothing ſhall be left, ſaith 


the Logo. 


And of thy ſons that ſhall iſſue from thee, 
which thou ſhalt have, ſhall they take away; 
and they ſhall: be ſlaves in the palace of 


the: king of Babylon. 


Then ſaid Hezekiah to Iſaiah, Good is 


the word of. the Loxzd which thou haſt 
ſpoken: he ſaid moreover, For there ſhall. 
be peace and truth in my days. 
And Hezekiah ſlept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the. chiefeſt of the ſe- 
pulchres of the ſons of David. And all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem did 
him honour at his death. And Manaſſch- 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


K. 5 AN NO- 
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202 KINGDOM OF BABYLON. 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


Hezekiah, though in his general character a very 


good man, was not proof againſt ſuch a tide of proſpe. 
rity as now flowed in upon him; he gloried in his 
wealth and greatneſs, as if they had been acquired by 


his own abilities, forgetful of the hand of the Load, 


which had wrought ſo wonderful a deliverance for him 
and his people; and therefore made an oſtentatious dif. 
play of the riches and ftrength of his A to the 
Babylonian ambaſſadors. - 

Ba NYLON is ſuppoſed to have been originally found. 
ed by Nimrod, and to have been the firſt Kingdom in 
the world; but there is little ſaid about it in ſcripture 
till the time of Hezekiah, from which ſome learned 
authors ſuppoſe, that“ if this kingdom roſe to any 
great height after it was firſt founded, it had ſunk 
again as others had done, and therefore was incon— 
ſiderable at the time of the captivity of the ten tribes 
of Iſrael. It appears very probable, that the Aſſyrian 
and Babylonian kings were two branches of the ſame 
family, and that Por, the firſt Aſſyrian conqueror, 
left two ſons, Tiglath-pileſar, and Nabonaſſar; to the 
former of whom he bequeathed the kingdom of Aſthria, 
and the Babylonian to the latter. Tiglath-pileſar tho 
elder, reſided at Nineveh, the original ſeat of the 
empite; while Nabonaſſar, who was the younger bro- 

ther, held his reiidence at Babylon. As the two king- 
doms were governed by princes of the ſame family, it 
is Ukely that there was great harmony between them, 


* Sir Iſaac Newton's ChronologyUniverſal Higory, 
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aud that the younger branch at Babylon, acknowledged 
a kind of ſuperiority in, and ſubjection to the elder in 
Nineveh ; and this affinity accounts for the Aﬀyrian 
king's forbearing to moleſt Babylon, whoſe ſituation 
would otherwiſe have attracted his firſt attention, when 
he had formed a deſign of extending his dominions.“ 
Of the kings that ſucceded Nabonaſſar in Babylon, 
nothing is recorded in ſcripture till the reign of Bero- 
dach, or Merodach-baladan, who ſent the embaſſy to 
Hezekiah: he is ſuppoſed to have had a double motive 
for ſending; firſt to inform himſelf concerning the pro- 


friendly diſpofition towards a king, who ſeemed to be 


- | fayonred by the idol, to whom the Babylonians paid 
2 adoration; for they worſhipped the ſun, and were very 
. Kilfol in the ſcience of aſtronomy. 

: | -Theconduct of Hezekiah was highly blameable, but 
: | the dreadful meſſage he received by the prophet, 
: brought him to a ſenſe of his error; and therefore, no 
: farther puniſhment was inflicted, than informing him, 
5 that the Baby lonians would, in a fort time, not only 

| ſtrip his kingdom of all that was moſt valuable in it, 
but would even reduce ſome of his family to a ſtate of 


cation to Hezekiah, but it was his duty to acquieſce in 
the diſpenſations of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; and 
he comforted himſelf with the thoughts, chat peace and 
truth would remain in his days; and doubtleſs depended 
on the promiſes of Gop : repeatedly made by the pro- 
Phets, that He would protect and ſuſtain all thoſe who 
ſerved him with a perfect heart and a willing mind, 
even if they were reduced to a ſtate of captivity; and 
| | EK 6 | you 


digy of the ſun's retrogreſſion, and alſo to expreſs his 


flavery: this muſt doubtleſs have been a great mortifi- 
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you will find, in the 5 Ate that his 9 8 were well. 
| grounded. TE 17 a 

In the days of Hezekiah lived the pots Mican 
RY Nanvum. The former foretold the judgments 
which Gop would bring both on Iſrael and Judah for 
their ſins : the latter deſcribed the dreadful deſtruction 
of NixEven, of which you _ read an account in the 
following hiſtory, 

Isa1an not only warned the faful, Iſraelites in ge- 
neral, of the danger they incurred by offending God, 
but delivered many predictions for the comfort of the 
faithful, concerning their return from captivity, and 
the #/ngdom of MESSIAn. He alſo foretold the judg- 
ments that would fall upon the Aſſyrians, Babylonian, 
Moabites, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Tyrians, and othe: 
heathen nations with whom the kingdoms of Iſrael and 
Judah were concerned, which were literally fulfiled, 
as we ſhall occaſionally remark, 
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LT REION or MANASSEH Kin OF Joa. 


AN ASS EH was twelve years old 


when he began to reign, and reigned 
fey and five years in Jeruſalem. And his 
mother's name was Hephzi-bah. 

And he did that which was evil in the 


fight of the Lok p, after the abominations of 


the heathen whom the Lok p caſt out before 
the children of Iſrael. 

For he built up again the high places 
which Hezekiah his father had deſtroyed : 
and he reared up altars for Baal, and made 
a grove, as did Ahab king of Iſrael; and 
worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved 
them. | 
And he built altars in the houſe of the 
Lob, of which the Logp ſaid, in Jeru— 
falem will I put my name. 

And he built altars for all the hoſt of hea- 
ven, in the two courts of the houſe of the 
Loxp. 

And he made his ſon paſs through the 
fire, and obſerved times, and uſed inchant- 
Wants, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and 

Wizards: 
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206 MANASSEH'S'WICKEDNESS. 


wizards: he wrought much wickedneſs in 
the fight of the Lokb, to provoke him to 
anger. | 
And he ſet a graven image of the grove 
that he had made in the houſe of which the 
Lord ſaid to David, and to Solomon his 


ſon, In this houſe, and in Jeruſalem, which 


I have choſen out of all tribes of Iſrael, will 
put my name for ever. 

Neither will I make the feet of Iſracl 
move any more out of the land which ] 
gave their fathers: only if they will obſerve 
to do according to all that I have com- 
manded them, and according to all the ly 
that my ſervant Moſes. commanded them. 

But they hearkened not: and /Manailch e. 
duced them to do more evil than did he 
nations whom the Logo deſtroyed before 
the children of Ifrael. 

And the Lorp ſpake oy his ſervants the 
prophets, ſaying, 

Becauſe Manaſſeh king of Judah 
done theſe eee e and hath dene 
wickedly above all that the Amorites de. 
which were before him, and hath made 


Judah alſo to ſin with his idols: 


h th 


Therefore 
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THE LORD'S THREATNINGS. 207 
Therefore thus ſaith the Loxp Gop of 
Iſrael, Behold, I am bringing ſuch evil upon 
Jeruſalem and Judah, that whoſoever hear- 
eth of it, both his ears ſhall tingle. 

And I will ſtretch over Jeruſalem the 
line of Samaria, and the plummet of the 
houſe of Ahab: and I will wipe Jeruſalem 
as a man wipeth a diſh, wiping it, and turn- 
ing it upſide down. 

And I will forſake the remnant of mine 
inheritance, and deliver them 1nto the hand 
of their enemies; and they ſhall become a 


prey and a ſpoil to all their enemies; 


Becauſe they have done that which was 
evil in my ſight, and have provoked me to 
anger ſince the day their fathers came forth 
out of Egypt, even unto this day. 

Moreover, Manaſſeh ſhed innocent blood 
very much, till he had filled Jeruſalem from 


one end to another; beſide his fin, where- 


with he made Judah to ſin, in doing that 
which was evil in the fight of the Lok p. 
Wherefore the Lozd brought upon them 
the captains of the hoſt of the king of 
Aſſyria, which took Manaſſeh among the 


thorns, and bound him with fetters, and 
carried him to Babylon, 


And 
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And when he was in affliction, he be. 
ſought the Lorn his God, and humble 
himſelf greatly before the Gop of his fatliers. 

And prayed unto him: and he was cn. 
treated of him, -and heard his ſupplication, 
and brought him again to Jeruſalem into 
his kingdom. Then Manaſſeh knew that 
the Lorp he was Gop. 

Now after this he built a wall without 
the city of David, on the weſt ſide of Gi- 
hon, in the valley, even to the entering » 
at the iſh-gate, and compaſſed about Ophc 
and raiſed it up a very great height, aq 
put captains of. war in all. the fenced cities 
of Judah. 

And he took away this: m gods, and 
the idols out of the houſe of the Lorp, and 
all the altars that he had built in the mount 
of the houſe of the Lorp, and in Jeruſa- 
lem, and caſt them out of the city. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lox», 


and ſacrificed. thereon peace-offerings, and 


thank- ofterings, and commanded Judah to 
' ſerve the LorD, Gop of Iſrael. 

Nevertheleſs, the people did Bice 
in the high places, yet unto the Logo Heir 
God only. 
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MNNASSEH'S DEATH. 209 
And Manaſſeh ſept with his fathers, and 


” was buried in the garden of his own houſe, 


in the garden of Uzza, and Ammon his ſon 
reigned in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS axo REFLECTIONS. 


Manaſſeh was only twelve years old when his father 
Hezekiah died; he ſeems to have been naturally of a 
vicious diſpoſition, and moſt likely deſpiſed the ad- 
monitions of thoſe to whom his father had committed 


the care of his education; and thought that becauſe he * 


was heir to the throne, he ſtood in no need of in- 
ſtruction: there were, without doubt, perſons in the 
court ready to flatter his vices and follies, with a view 
to their own advancement, and the reſtoration of thoſe 
idolatries from which Hezekiah had reformed the na- 
tion: however it was, Manaſſeh ſurpaſſed in wicked- 
neſs all the kings of Judah who had been before him, 
particularly by the impious act of placing an idol in 
the houſe of the Logo ; and his great cruelty to his 
ſubjects in general, and the prophets in partiaular 


amongſt the reſt, to Iſaiah, whom he 1s ſuppoſed to 


have condemned to be ſawn aſunder. 
The people were too ready to follow the bad exam- 


ple of their ſovereign, and conſpired with him to 
baniſh, if poſſible, their GOD out of the land. Thoſe 


who continued faithful, could no longer attend divine 


_ Worſhip in the Temple, as it was now dedicated to 


idols, If you conſider; my dear, the conditions of 
the covenart which Gop had repeatedly made with his 
people, you mult perceive the enormity of their offence; 


they 
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210 MANASSEH'S PRAYER. 


they would not have been puniſhed beyond their de. 


ſerts, if they had been taken from the world by ; 


ſudden judgment from heaven; but the Almighty, is 
remembrance of his promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, ait 


Jacob, and his faithful ſervant David, ſent prophets 
repeatedly to teach them their duty, to reprove and to 
convert them; but they hardened their hearts, and 
deſpiſed his mercy, till at laſt he permitted the 4. 
ſyrians to prevail againſt them. How long Manaith 
continued in priſon, and by what means he regainel 
his liberty we are not told ; but may judge of the 
mileries he endured from the following prayer, which 
is ſaid to have been compoſed by him at that time, 


TRE PRAYER or MANASSEH Kinc or JUDAH, 
WHEN HE was CaPTIVE IX BABYLON. 


O* Lord, ArimicntyY Gop of our fathers, Abra 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and of their righteous ſeed : who 
haſt made heaven and earth, with all the ornament there- 
of : who haſt bound the ſea by the word of thy command: 
mente who haſt ſhut up the deep, and ſealed it by 1% 
terrible and glorious name whom all men fear, and treu. 
ble before thy power : for the Majeſty of thy glory cannit be 
borne, and thine angry threatening towards ſinners, is ir. 
Supportable + but thy merciful promije is unmeaſurable, and 
nſearchable : for thou art the moſt high Lok p, of great 
compaſſion, long-ſuffering, very merciful, aud repente/? if 
the evils of men. Thou, O Log, according to thy git 
goodneſs, haſt promiſed repentance, and forgivenc/; to 15 
that have finned againſt thee : and of thine infinite fi 
cies haſt appointed repentance unto ſinners, thai t 


* Apocrypha. 


MV 


f be ſave, 
be 
- againſt 
| that an 
le ſans 
- multipl; 
FP” not 2001 
F multitus 
ton bat 
4 any rel; 
© oil bej 


(0111147 
nultipli 
beart, | 
I have 
fore 1 7 
pit, an 


; | angry 


ther con 
thou ar 
and in 

fave m. 
Thereff 
life: f 


and thi 


Man 


cere, a 
miſe m 


people a 


Tra. 
wha 
Vert. 
and. 
; thy 
ren. 
t be 


2 
12 


3 be ſaved. " Thou therefore, O Logo, that art the Go» 
3 of the Juſt, haſt not appointed repentance ta the juſt, as to 
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3 multiplied, my tranſereſſions are multiplied: and J am bt 
mot worthy to behold and ſee the height of heaven, for th? 1 | 
F multitude of, mine iniquities. I am bowed down with many 9 
| iron bands, that I cannot lift up mine head, neither have j 
amy releaſe: for I have provoked thy awraih, aud done 7 ; 
© vil before thee: I did not thy will, neither kept 1 thy 44 
commandments: 1 have ſet up abominations, and haue M1 
multiplied offences. Now therefore, I bow ihe knee of my 1 | 
beart, beſeeching thee of grace: I have fenned, O Lok p, 171 
I have finned, and J acknowledge mine iniquities : <vhere- 1 
fare I humbly beſeech thee, furgive me, O Lord, forgive 4 
nt, and deſtroy me not with mine iniquities. Be not 0 
angry with me for ever, by reſerving evil for me, nei- | 
ther condemn me into the lower parts of the earth. For FE : 


thou art the Gop, even the Gop of them that repent : 
and in me thou wilt fhew all thy goodneſs : for thou wilt 
fave me that am unworthy, according to thy great mercy. 
Therefore I awill praiſe thee fer ever all the days of my by 
life ; fer all the powers of the heavens do praiſe thee, | 
end thine is glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Manaſſeh's penitence ſeems to have been very ſin- 
cere, and the Lok p accepted it according to the pro- 
miſe made in his holy name by Moſes, that if te 
People would return unto the LORD their Gop „ with all 


* Deuteronomy, ch. xxx, ver. 2, &c, ſequel, 
their 
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their hearts and with all their ſouls ; that then he autuli 
turn their captivity, and have compaſſion upon them, ond 
would bring them into the land which their full. 
Ged.“ 

Manaſſeh did all in his power to repair the miſckisf 
he had done to his kingdom by his impiety, and {cer 
to have been pardoned for his offence, and to hue 
been bleſſed with proſperity in the latter part cf tis 
reign. We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the people of 
Judah did not heartily concur in his endeavours fur 
their reforn.ation ; and retained an inclination to ek. 
trous practices, one of which they obſtinately ach 
to, namely, ſacrificing on high places, notwithſtandin 
the king's example and command to the contrarz. 

The prediction of Tfaiah to Hezekiah, was ſoon, ou 
find, fulfilled. It is ſaid, that Manaſſeh was carried 
into BaBYLON by the A/prians *: in order to account 
for this, we muſt have recourſe to the hiſtory of the 
Aſſyrian empire, 

«© ESSAR-HADDON , the ſon of Sennacherib, reign- 
ed over that monarchy, which was falling into decay 
at his father's death, in conſequence of his defeat at 


Ci'S fl { fo 


7 
2 


Jeruſalem, and the revolt of the Medes: but i: 185 


ſuppoſed, that the kindred race of the Babylon 
kings becoming extin&, or ſome other cauſe, procu- 
cing an inter-reign in that kingdom; Eiar-haddor 


* See 2 Kings xvii. 24, &c. + This king is called, in ““ 


) 


ferent parts of Scripture, Afar-haddon, Sarchedon, Sargon, an 


Napfere 


placed in the days of Manaſſeb; but as it has ny connection with dus 


The famous exploit of Fudith, in killing He,, 1 


hiſtory of the kings of Judah, and is difficult to explain, it? 2 
ted here: 
xcaſons. 


and the hiſtory of Tobit is paſſed over for tage lane 
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FF hold of the opportunity, and united it to the 
+ | crown of Aſſyria. Grown potent by this union, he 
E proceeded to eſtabliſh his power over the more diſtant 
parts of his empire, and marched into Syria, and 
& againſt the remnant of Iſrael and the kingdom of 
& Judah; the two former he removed to diſtant lands, 
ſo that they now ceaſed to be nations, and in their 


ſtead introduced a ſupply of foreigners. He attempted 


to reduce Judah to the ſtate of dependence it was in 
|. during the reign of king Ahaz, and ſo far ſucceeded 
as to take Manaſſeh, as) cu have read.“ 


„ Effar-haddon next reſolved to invade Egypt and 


| Ethiopia, which he did accordingly, and carricd with 


bim into (captivity great numbers of the inhabitants; 
he held theſe kingdoms in ſubjection to him three 
years: this reduction was foretold by the prophet 
Iſaiah. 

Thus did Eſſar-haddon extend his dominions, and 
ſpread, once more, the terror of the Aſſyrian name far 
and near. After a glorious reign of many years, he 
died + in the thirty- firſt year of Manaſſeh, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Saoſduchinus, called in ſcripture Nebucha- 
donoſar. Eſſar-haddon is ſuppoſed to have been a mild 


ud gracious prince, and particularly kind to the 


captive Jews, whom his father Sennacherib had treated 
with great cruelty, after his haſty return to Nineveh 
from the ſiege of jeruſalem.“ 


® Iſalah xix. 23. + Prideaux's Connection. 
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SECT. XXXII. 


Taz Reicn or AMON Kine or JUDAH, 


MON was two and twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and reigned 
two years in Jeruſalem. | 

But he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Loxp, as did Manaſſeh his fa- 
ther: for Amon ſacrificed unto all the carved 
images which Manaſſeh his father had made, 
and ſerved them; 

And humbled not himſelf before the 
Lord, as Manaſſeh his father had humbled 
himſelf; but Amon Wer more and 
more. | 

And his ſervants conſpired againſt him, 
and ſlew him in his own houſe. 

But the people of the land flew all them 
that had conſpired againſt king Amon ; ani 
the people of the land made Joſiah his {on 
king in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


When Manaſſeh was dead, and the people were © 
longer refrained by his authority from the worſhip of 
idols, they had recourſe to their former abomination-: 


and Amon, their young king, deluded as we may ſup:- 
3 pole, 
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© -ofe;/ by ſome perſons whoſe opinion he valued, en- 
. uraged their impiety, and ſtrove to juſtify it by his 
own example. No excuſe can be made for him, as we 
may conclude that Manaſſeh had inftruted him in his 
duty, and informed him of the fad effects of his own 
bad conduct; therefore, he ſhould have rejected the 
evil counſel of thoſe who endeavoured to draw him 
aſide from the true Gop: but youth are too apt to 
lend a willing ear to ſuch as flatter them, and en- 
courage their vices and Follies. How much happier 
© are thoſe, who contract early habits of piety and vir- 
tue, and ſteadfaſtly reſolve to ſerve their Gov, and 
promote the felicity of their fellow-creatures. Had 
Amon done ſo, he would have enjoyed a proſperous 
and honourable reign in conſequence of God's cove- 
” nant with the Houſe of David, 
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iv „ 8, HN T. XXIII. 
Tu Reron OF JOSIAH KING or JUDAH, 


OSIAH' was eight years old when he he. 
gan to reign, and he reigned in Jeruſa. 
lem one and thirty years. 


And he did that which was right in the 


ſight of the Lon, and walked in the ways 
of David his father: and declined neither to 
the right hand nor to the left. 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while 
he was yet young, he began to ſcek after 
the Gop of David his father: and in the 
twelfth year he began to purge Judah and 
Jeruſalem from the high places and the 
groves, and the carved images, and the 
molten images. 

Now in the eighteenth year of his n, 
when he had purged the land and the hour, 
he ſent Shaphan the ſon of Azaliah, and 
Maaſeiah the governor of the city, and Jab 
the ſon of Joahaz the recorder, to rep; it 


houſe of the LORD his Gon. 


And when they brought out the my 


that was brought into the houle e 
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Aok or THE LAW FOUND. | try 


] [orD, Hilkiah the prieſt found the book of 
© the law of the Logp, given by Moles. 


And Hilkiah anſwered and ſaid to Sha- 
phan the ſcribe, I have found the book of 


the law in the houſe of the Lond. And 
| Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan. 


And Shaphan carried the book to the 


king, and brought the king word back again, 
ſaying, All that was committed to thy ſer- 
: vants, they do it. N 


And they have gathered together the mo- 


ney that was found in the houſe of the Lond, 
and have delivered it into the hand of the 
© overſeers, and to the hand of the workmen. 


And Shaphan the ſcribe told the king, 


: ſaying, Hilkiah che prieſt hath given me a 
book. And Shaphan read it before the king. 


And it came to paſs when the king had 


beard the words of the law, that he rent his 
clothes. 


And the king commanded Hilkiah, and 


| Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan, and Abdon the 
ſon of Micah, and Shaphan the ſcribe, and 
Aſaiah a ſervant of the king's, ſaying, 


Go, enquire of the Lord for me, and for 


them that are left in Ifracl and in Judah, 
| concerning the words of the book that is 


Vol. IV. 5 found: 


218 HULDAH'S PROPHECY, 


found: for great is the wrath of the Loy 
that is poured out upon us, becauſe our 
fathers have not kept the word of the Logy, 
to do after all that is written in this book, 

And Hilkiah, and they that the king had 
appointed, went to Huldah the prophetel, 
the wife of Shallum the ſon of Tikvah, the 
ſon of Haſrath, keeper of the wardrobe. Noy 
ſhe dwelt in Jeruſalem in the college. And 
they ſpake to her to that effect. 

And ſhe anſwered them, Thus faith the 
Lok p Gop of Iſrael, Tell ye the man that 
ſent you to me. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will bring 
evil upon this place, and upon the inhab 
tants thereof, even all the curſes that in 
written in the book which they have read 

before the king of Judah. 

Becauſe they have forſaken me, and have 
burned incenſe unto other gods, that they 

might provoke me to anger with all tic 

works of their hands: therefore my wit 
ſhall be poured. out upon this place, and 
ſhall not be quenched. 

And as for the king of Judah, . ſent 
you to enquire of the Loy, ſo 1hall 1- 


unto him, Thus faith the * Gop df 
| Iſrael 


F _HULDANR'S PROPHECY. 219 
| Iſcael concerning the words which thou haſt 


| . 


Becauſe chine heart was tender, and thou 


didſt humble thyſelf before GoD when thou 
E heardeſt his words againſt this place, and 
3 againſt the inhabitants thereof, and humbleſt 
E thyſelf before me, and didſt rend thy clothes, 
5 and weep before me: I have even heard thee 
© alfo, faith the Lozp. 


Behold, I will gather thee to thy ende 


; and thou ſhalt be gathered to thy grave in 
peace, neither ſhall thine eyes ſee all the evil 
that I will bring upon this place, and upon 


the inhabitants of the ſame. So they brought 


the king word again. 


Then the king ſent and gathered opathive 
all the elders af? Judah and rue 

And the king went up into the houſe of 
the Lox, and all the men of Judah, and the 
inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and the prieſts, and 
the Levites, and all the people great and 
imall: and he read in their ears all the words 
ef the book of the covenant that was found 


in the houſe of the Loxv. 


And the king ſtood in his place, and made 

a covenant before the Lorp, to walk After 
the Lord, and to keep his commandments, 
. 13 and 


4% "ABOMINATIONS' DESTROYED. 

j and 51 8 tefti Möhle 5 ies ad His ſtatutes, With all 
his hedtr and! my all his foul to perfory 
the worts of the covenant which are written 
in this book.” F 

And he cauſed all that were preſent in 
| Jerufalem * and Benjamin to ſtand to it. And 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem did according 
to the covenant of Gov, the Gop of their 
fathers. ** 

And Jofiah took away all the abomina. 
tions out of all the countries that pertained 
to the children of Iſrael, and made all that 
were preſent in Ifrael to ſerve, even to ſerv 
the LöRP their Gov. And all his days they 
departed n not from following the Lox, the 
Gov of their fathers. 

” Moreover; the altar that was at Beth-c, 
and the high place which Jeroboam the ſon 
of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, had mate, 
both that altar and the high place he brake 
down, and © burned tlic” high place, and 
ſtamped it {mall to 0 powder, and burned the 
grove. | 

And as Jofiah turned himſelf, he ſpied 
the ſepulchres that were there in the mount, 
and ſent, and took the bones out of the f- 
PE and burned them upon the altar, 

and 
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form 
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| and polluted i it according to the word, of the 


Lor Which the man of God proclaimed*, 

Then. he Haig, What. title 18 that that X. 
| fe? and the men of the city told. him, It is 
the ſepulchre of the man of Gop whic came 
| from Judah, and proclaimed, theſe things 
that thou haſt done ag Sainkt the altar of 


108 2842 
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"Bd he Pra. ed 2 e let no man 
So they let Bis banes a- 
5 the bones ot. the prophet chat 
Ji! out. of Samaria, 9 

And. all the houfes alſo of the 585 places 
| that Were. 1 in. the cities of Samaria, which the 


Ka! 'of Iſrael had made to provoke the 
© Lond to anger, Joſiah took away, and did 


K 1 | 


4 to, them according. 0 all the acts that he had 


bons jn Heth-el. 


11 


And, be flew, all the n of che high 


| phaces that were thexe, n upon the altars, and 
burned | men's bonesupon them, and return- 
ed to Jeruſalem. 5 


After all this, when Jonah had 8 
the ſemple, Necho king of Egypt came up 
| to fig ght againſt Charchemiſh by Euphrates : 
and Jen went out againſt him. 


* 2 Kings Xiil. 2. 


* But 


— 


222 JZOSITAH?S DEATH. 


But he ſent ambaſſadors to him, ſaying, 
What have I to do with thee, thou king of 
Judah? I come not againſt thee this day, but 
againſt the houſe wherewith I have war: for 
God commanded me to make haſte: forbezr 
thee from meddling with God, who is with 
me, that-he deſtroy thee not. 

Nevertheleſs, Joſiah would not turn his face 
from him, but diſguiſed himſelf that he might 


fight with him, and hearkened not unto the 


words of Necho from the mouth of God, and 
came to fight i in the valley of Megiddo, 


And the archers ſhot at king Joſiah : and 


the king faid to his ſervants, Have me away; 
for I am ſore wounded. 

His ſervants therefore took him out of 
that chariot, and put him in the ſecond cha- 
riot that he had; and they brought him to 
Jeruſalem, and he died, and was buricd in 
one of the ſepulchres of his fathers. And 
all Judah and Jeruſalem mourned for Joſh, 

And Jeremiah lamented for Joſiah 
all the ſinging men and the ſinging women 
ſpake of Joſiah in their lamentations to th. 
day, and made them an ordinance in Ifracl; 
and behold t they are written in the lamen— 
tations. 
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"ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Joſiah was very young when, he came to the throne, 


put had an excellent diſpoſition, and in all probabili- 
iy good guardians. You find his wi/dem and picty diſ- 
E played themſelves at an early age, for he VEE no more 
© than ſixteen years old when he aiſumed the govern- 
ment, and began the reformation of the kingdom; and 
3 only twenty when he made a progreſs through the 
© whole land of Judah, in order to ſee Simſelf that the 
E altars, high-places, groves, and idols were effectually 
| deſtroyed. 


A few years afterwards he reſolved to reſtore the 


Temple ſervice, according to its original inſtitution: 
in the thirteenth year of Joſiah's reign, Jeremiah be- 


gan to propheſy, and there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
he encouraged the king in this good work. The * 
copy of the law found by Hilkiah, is thought to have 
been that written by Moſes, and by him commanded 
to be depoſited with the Ark, in the MosT Holy 
Place; but which ſome pious prieft, had thus cauſed 
to be hid in the reign of Ahaz or Manaſſeh, to prevent 
its being deſtroyed.” We can hardly ſuppoſe that all 
the copies of the law, which were very numerous in the 
days of Hezekiah were deſtroyed ; but Johah certainly 
had never, as the Lok p + required, tranſcribed it with 
his own hand ; becauſe the only authentic copy was 
not to be found. The high prieſt, therefore, had great 
reaſon to rejoice when the original came to light, and 


' 


* Univerſal Hiſtory. + Deut, 
L 4 Joſiah's 


rn 


„ A GREAT, PASSOVER 
Johal's attention was, particularly awakened to a more 
ſerious confidezazion « of t the undoubted original book cf 
Moſes, ſo as to obſerve paſſages. which. might before 
have eſcap ed his obſervation. It ſeems to have been 
A 5 95 n of Divine Providence, that Shaphen 

ened the hook af that part of it which. contained the 

5 fes denounced, ageinſt the people of Iſrael, and the 
King 1 in Particular, for a neglect af the LAW: Joſiah 

reſolved” to. leave nothing undone, that was- in his 
Power, to compleat. the reformation. of his kingdom; 
and therefore, determined, to. aſſemble the people, in 
order to 1 inform them that he had found the Law oy 
MosEs, and to let them hear the Words of the Cove. 
KANT, which he read to them, as the Log required; 
and then folemnly declared his reſolution to obſerve 
the. cond): tions, of it in the ſtricteſt manner, and re. 
to reftore the obſervance of the. alive great Ab 
and directed preparations to be made for a paſſover, 
which is faid to have been ſuch a one as had nit been 
hulden in Iſrael fince the days of the judges, &c.” from 
which ve may underſtand, that it was celebrated with 
the moſt punctual obſervance of every direction given 
by Moſes, which perhaps might not have been at- 
tended to in former ones. After this the king tock 
a ſecond journey through his kingdom, in order that 
no abominations might remain, and ſettled courts of 
judicature every where giving a ſtrict charge to the 
magiſtrates, and alſo to the prieſts and Levites, to { 
that the people were inſtructed in the law of Mabei, 
and kept obedient to it.“ 
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THE Lord's NOE AH. 225 


1 Jofi al Had an undoubted right to. - deflroy i the 
monuments of idolatry i in the land of Tlrael, as wellas 
Judah ; for after the captivity of the ten "tribes, all whp 
eſcaped put themſelves under the protectign, and were 
united with the fubjects of the king of Judah; who, 
3 the deſcendant of David, was their Iawful Covereign. 
Befides, it is imagined that the kings of Aſſyria who 
conquered the kingdoms of Iſrael and Jadah, did. at 
the time of Manaſſeh's reſtoration, confer upon "the 
kings of Judah, who perhaps paid them homag 
account, a ſovereignty over all the land of Canaan.” 

Johah, by deſtroying the altar and high-place whick 


I Jeroboam had built at Bethel, fulflled the following 


prophecy which was ſpoken by the man of Gon lat the 
time when Jeroboam firſt burnt incenſe on it. OF 
altar, altar, thus ſaith the Loup: Behold a clild ſpall 
be born unto the houſe of David, Jos ian by name'; and 


E ujon thee Hall he offer the priefts of the high places, 


burn incenſe upon thee, . nen *s bones hall ge burn pon 
tles 

Notwithſtanding the reformation which appeared i in 
the kingdom, «tbe Lok D turned not from the ferceneſe 
of his great wrath—becauſe of all the pro V: cations. 
that Manaſſeh had froweked him withal. * We mult. 
not ſuppoſe that the people were deſtined to deſtruc- 
tion for the fins which Manaſſeh :1:/e/f committed (for 
he by repentance and humility obaincd the pardon of 
God) but for zheir own concurrence in them, and in- 


clination | to repeat them. The land was defiled by the 
inntcgti Bloo# that was ſpilt in the days of Manaſſeh, 
and by the introduction of an idol into the SANCTUARY; 


642 1 
* Stackhouſe, + 2 Kings xiii. 2. 
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yet the people continued indifferent to 2% binour of 
the Lox p, and were not ſolicitous to regain his favour; 
they obſerved, indeed, the ceremonials of religion, from 
a fear of the king's authority, but neglected to reforn 
their morals, notwithſtanding the continual admonition; 
of the prophets ; of the nature of which you will be 
able to judge, by the following extract from the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, in which he compares them, in his 
days, to the people of Sodom and Gomorrah ; and ve 
have reaſon to believe, as his words were applicable u 
thoſe who come after him, that they were ſpoken for 
them alſo.  . @© 


Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; pint 
ear. unto the law of our GOD, ye people of Gomorrah. 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſacrifices unt 
me? ſaith the LoD: I am full of the burnt-offirings if 
rams, and ihe fat of fed beaſts; and I delight not in ile 
Bo of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he- goats. 


Bring no more vain oblations ; incenſe is an abominatiin 
#nto me; the new-moons and ſabbaths, the calling of iſ: 
Jemblies I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the ji- 
lemn mecting. | 

Your new-moons, and your appointed feaſts my ſul 
bateth : they are à trouble unto me; I am weary to beat 
them. ; | 

And when ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide, mint 
eyes from you : yea, when ye make many prayers, I wi 
not hear you : your hands are full of blood. 

Waſh ye, make you clean: put away the evil of gu 
ings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil ; 

Learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the i 
zudge the fatherleſs, plead for the widow, 
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 , Comenow, and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord : 
4 though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as 
3 fn? we they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
7 2 be willng and obedient, ye fall eat the good 7 
the land. 


Von find by this, my dear, that the only way to re- 
concile themfelves to their offended God, was, by 
a thorough r reformation of mind and manners; without 
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15 3 © this, their very /acrzfices, though ordained by the 
en for 

A Losd, became abominations; becauſe they were no 
3 longer proc of ſorrow for fin, and a diſire of acceptance: 
give 3 it was not, therefore, the amendment of Manaſſeh „ nor 
. © thefidelity of Joſiah and a part of his ſubjects, that 
n nt could avert the judgments of Gop; becauſe the fins 
3: of WW which provoked them, ſtill prevailed in the land; you 
init WW will find, however, when you read the prophetic 
writings, that great mercies were repeatedly promiſed: 

tion } to the faithful A 
of of. i" Jofiah had reigned thirty-one years in profound 
the jr: peace, when he reſolved to oppoſe Pharaoh-Necho in 
| | his expedition againſt Aſſyria. From this circumſtance 
„ ve may judge, that an alliance ſubſiſted between che 
„ tear king of Judah and the Aſſyrian monarch. We are 
| | told, that Jab hearkened not unto the words of Necho 
A from the mouth of Gop.” It cannot be thought that 
Fat this idolatrous prince had received an expreſs revela- 
tion from the Logo Jexovan, and therefore we may 
far conclude, that by Gop he meant the 24 to which the 
Egyptians paid adoration, and pretended to a divine 
I commiſſion, in order to deter Joſiah from obſtructing his 

| Progreſs, 


Cor! | ; L 6 | I; 


HEATHEN NATIONS. 


It might be ſaid, that Joſſab went dawn to his grow 
in peace,” as the Lon v had promiſed by Huldah the pro- 
pheteſs, becauſe he was taken away whilſt his kingdom 
was in a proſperous ſtate, before the calamities with 
which it was threatened came upon it, and whilſt he was 
in peace and reconciliation with Gop ; his death there. 
fore may be conſidered as a , Hg rather than a judy. 
ment, ſince there is reaſon to believe that his ſpirit was 
received amongſt the righteous in heaven. 

The death of this excellent prince was deſervedly la- 
mented by all his people; and Jeremiah the prophet, 
having a great eſteem for him, and foreſceing the ca- 
lamities which were coming upon the Jews, wrote a 
poem, which is in the Bible, entitled the Lamentaticn; 
of Teremiah. 

In order that you may the better underſtand the en- 
ſuing part of this hiſtory, I ſhall now, my dear, give 
you a my information A other nations. 


PART OF THE Hirter OF THE HEATHEN NA. 
TIONS wHICH ARE MENTIONED IN THE SCxir- 
TURES, 


I told you before, that after the death of Eſſar-had- 
don, Saoſduchinus (called in ſcripture Nebuchadonoſar) 
fucceeded to the crown of Aſſyria: he was a warlike 
prince, remarkable for the great advantages he gained 
over the Medes, who, under the conduct of their king, 
invaded Aſſyria; Nebuchadonoſar raiſed a powerful 
army and defeated them, and killed their king: after 
this victory he entered Media, and extending his con- 
queſts to the famous city of Ecbatana, the capital of 
that kingdom, levelled it with the ground. He tin 
returned to Nineveh > and celebrated his victory by e- 
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vellingandfeafting for one hundred and fifty days; then 
reſuming his martial ſpirit, he reſolved to ſubdue the 
whole earth v, but died in the midſt of his career. 

Nebuchadonoſar was ſucceeded by Chynaladan; in 
lis reign, the Medes, having Cyaxaris, a young and 


wariike prince at their head, not only recovered what 
the Aſfyrians formerly took from them, but defeated 


them in a pitched battle, and obliged them to take 


© ſhelter in Nineveh their capital city, which they cloſely 


belieged; but were obliged to abandon their enter- 
prize and employ their arms in the defence of their 
own eduntry againſt the Scythians, who had invaded it. 
lu the mean time Naboſſolaſſar, a Babylonian gene- 
ral, whom Chynaladan had intruſted with the com- 
mand of his troops in Chaldea, taking advantage. of 
the low ebb to which the Aſſyrian power was reduced, 
revalted from him, and ſeized on the kingdom of 
Babylon for himſelf : Chynaladan, on hearing this, ſet 
fire to his palace, aad was conſumed with his wealth 
in the flames of it. ro were his ſucceſſors hiſtory 
does not inform us.” 

In f the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Joſiah, 
which was the twenty-third of Cyaxaris king of Me- 
dia, Nabolfolaſſar king of Babylon, having married his 
ſon Nebuchadnezzar to the daughter of Aſtyages, 


|  Cyaxaris's eldeſt ſon, entered into a confederacy with 


him againſt the Aſfyrians; and joining their forces 
together, they beſieged Nineveh, ſlew the king, and 
deſtroyed that ancient and noble city; from which 
time, Babylon became the metropolis of the Aſſyrian 
monarchy, | 


5 babe FHiRory, ＋ Prideaux's Connection. 


In 
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In the deſtruction of Nineyeh was fulfilled the pro. 
phecies of Jonah, Nahum, and Zephaniah, written 
many years before concerning it. The Babylonian; 
and Medes having thus deſtroyed Nineveh, the ſur. 
rounding nations were alarmed at their growing power 
and greatneſs; particularly Pharaoh-Necho, king of 
Egypt, who marched, as you have lately read, to :nake 
war upon them with a great army. 
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Tat Rrion or JEHOAHAZ, (called ATsO 
E $HALLUM, Kino or JUDAH(; anD THz Be- 
- GINNING OF THE REICN or JEHOTIAKIM. 


HEN the people of the land took Je- 
f | hoahaz the ſon of Joſiah, and made 
bim king in his father's ſtead in Jeruſalem. 
 . Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old /q 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 1 
three months in Jeruſalem. 'q 

And the king of Egypt put him down at 
Jeruſalem, and condemned the land in an 
hundred talents of filver, and a talent of 
gold. 

And the king of Egypt made Eliakam his 
brother king over Judah and Jeruſalem, and 
turned his name to Jehoiakim. And Necho 
took Jehoahaz his brother and carried him 
to Egypt. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 

when he began to reign, and he reigned 
eleven years in Jeruſalem: and he did that 


which was evil in the ſight of the Lok p 
his Gop. 


. 


5 And 


JEREMIAH”"S PROPHECY. 


And Jeremiah went down to the houſe of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, and ſpake there 
the word. 

Hear the word of the is. O king of 
Judah, that fitteſt upon the throne of David, 
thou and thy ſervants, and thy people that 
enter in by theſe gates: 

Thus faith the Lozp, Execute ye juds- 
ment and righteouſneſs, and deliver the 
ſpoiled out of the hand of the oppreſſor: 

and. do no wrong, do no violence to the 
ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow, nci- 
ther ſhed innocent blood in this place : 

For if ye do this thing indeed, then ſhall 
there enter in by the gates of this houte 
kings fitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horſes, he, and his 
ſervants, and his people. 

But if ye will not hear theſe words, I ſwear 
by myſelf, faith the Lok p, that this hovſe 
ſhall become a defolation. 

For thus faith the Lorp unto the king's 
houſe of Judah, Thou art Gilead unto me, 
and the head of Lebanon: yet ſurely I will 
make thee a wilderneſs, and cities which arc 
not inhabited, 
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© And I will prepare deſtroyers againſt thee, 
every one with his weapons: and they ſhall 
cut down thy choice cedars, and caft them 
17 of 1 into the fire. ay. 
| And many nations ſhall paſs by this city, 
thi and they ſhall ſay every man unto. his neigh- 
E bour, Wherefore hath the Loxp done thus 
dg. unto this great city? 
the Then they ſhall anſwer, Bene cdkey have 


lor: N forſaken; the covenant of the Loxp their 


the ee eee other * and ſerved 
nel F them. 
* en for the dead, neither be- 
:all moan him: but weep ſore for him that goeth 
ur away for he ſhall return no more, nor ſee 
„ his native country. 
Fopſthus ſaith the LORD 9 Shal- 
lum the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, which 
reignefl inftead of Joſiah his father, which 
wento forth out of this place, He thall not 
return thither any more: 
But be ſhall die in the place whither they 


e, have led him e and ſhall-ſee this land 
I 20imotes> 1} +>) 

e Woalunto him FR bulldeth his houſe by 

vnrighteouſneſs, and his chambers by wrong; 

that 
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that uſeth his neighbour's ſervice without 
wages, and giveth him not for his work; 

That faith, I will build me a wide houſe 
and large chambers, and cutteth him out 
windows 3 and it is ceiled with cedar, and 
painted with vermillion ! 

Shalt thou reign becauſe thou cloſeſt thy- 
ſelf in cedar? did not thy father cat and 
drink, and do judgment and juſtice, and then 
it was well with him? 

_ - He judged the cauſe of the poor and the 
needy, then it was well with him: was not 
this to Know me? faith the Lonp. 

But thine eyes and thine heart are not but 
for thy covetouſneſs; and for to ſhed inno- 
cent blood, and for oppreſſion, and for vio- 
lence, to do it. 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lokp concerning 
Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, 
They ſhall not lament for him, ſaying, Ah, 
my brother! or, Ah, my ſiſter! they ſhall 
not lament for him, . Ah, lord! or, 
Ah, his glory ! 


He ſhall be buried with the burial of an 


aſs, drawn and caſt forth beyond the gates 
of Jeruſalem. 
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ANNOTATIONS- Av REFLECTIONS. 


E Jehoahaz was not the rightful heir to the crown, 
being a younger ſon ; neither was he choſen by the 
© Lox, but was raiſed to the throne by a faction. 
© He ſoon diſcovered his wicked inclinations ; but be- 
fore he had an opportunity of committing many im- 
pious acts, Pharach-Necho having taken Carchemiſn, 
a great eity belonging to the Babylonians, was return- 


ing towards Egypt, when hearing that Jehoahaz was 
made king of Judah without his concurrence, and 


| probably that he was in arms againſt him, made 
bim captive, as you have read, and placed his brother 


Jehoiakim on the throne; and after impoſing on the 


inhabitants-an annual tribute, returned in great tri- 


umph to his own country. 

Jehoiakim proved as wickedly inclined as his bro- 
ther, and the people, who (as I obſerved in the pre- 
ceding ſection, never entered heartily into Joſiah's 
plans of reformation) began to follow their own incli- 
nations, and to run into all kinds of impiety and im- 
morality, upon which the prophet Jeremiah was ſent 
to warn the king, as you have read, 


SECT. 


SECT; XV. 


Taz CoxnTinuaTiION or THE REIGN or IEH Ol. 
KIM Erna OF JUDAH. 


N the beginning « che reign of Jehoia- 

kim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah 
came this word of the LORD to os 
ſaying, 

Thus faith the LoRp, Stand! in whe court 
of the Loxp's houle, and ſpeak unto all the 
cities of Judah, which come to worſhip in 
the Loa p's houſe, all the words that I com. 
mand thee to ſpeak unto them; diminiſh 
not a word: i!) v4 1 

If ſo be 995 will. 8 and turn every 
man from his evil way, that I may repent 
me of the evil which I propoſe to do unto 
them becauſe of the evil of their doings. 

And thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus faith 
the Lok, If ye will not hearken to me 
to walk in my law which I have ſet before 
you, | 

To hearken to the words of my feryants 
the prophets, whom I ſent unto you, both 
riſing up early and ſending them, but 5 
have not hearkened ; 

| Then 
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7 hen will I make this houſe like Shiloh, 


© and will makethiscity a curſe to all the na- 
© tions of the earth. 


86 the prielts and the prophets, and all 


5 the people heard Jeremiah ſpeaking wack 
words in che houſe of the Lonp.' Ft 

Na it came to paſs when Jeremiah had 
miss an end of ſpeaking all that the Lonp 
| had commanded him to ſpeak. unto all the 
3 people, chat the prieſts, and rhe prophets, 
ind all the people took him line 
|: malt ſurely Me.. 


Thou 


Why haſt thou proplictied in the name of 


, the Lokd, faying, This houſe ſhall be like 
| Shiloh, and this city ſhall be deſolate with- 
bout an inhabitant? and all the people were 


gathered againſt Jeremiah in the houſe of 
the LoRD. 

Wken the princes of Judah heard theſe 
things, then they came up from the King's 
houſe unto the houſe of the Lonp, and fat 
down in the entry of the new gate of the 
Loxy's houſe. | 

Then ſpake the prieſts and ch prophets 
unto the princes and to all the people, fay- 
ing, This man is worthy to die: for he hath 

propheſied 
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propheſied againſt this city, as ye have heard 
with your ears. 

Then ſpake Jeremiah unto all the prince; 
and ta all the people, ſay ing, The Logy 
ſent me to propheſy againſt this houſe and 

againſt this city all the words that ye hay 
heard. „ 

Therefore now amend your ways and you 
- doings, and obey the voice of the Loxp your 
Gop; and the Lord will repent him of the 
evil that he hath pronounced againſt you. 

As for me, behold, I am in your hand: 
do with me as ſeemeth- good and meet unto 
you: 

But know ye for certain, that if ye put 
me.to death, ye ſhall furely bring innocent 
blood upon yourſelves, and upon this city, 
and upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a 
truth the Loxp hath. ſent me unto you 0 
ſpeak all theſe words in your ears. 

Then ſaid the princes and all the people 
unto the prieſts and to the prophets, This 
man is not worthy to die: for he hath ſpoken 
to us in the name of the Lox D our Gov. 

Then roſe up certain of the elders of the 
land, and ſpake to all the aſſembly of tn 
people, ſaying, 
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Micah the Moraſthite propheſied in the 
| days of Hezckiah king of Judah, and 
| ſpake to all the people of Judah, ſaying, 


1 1 5 faith the Lozp of hoſts, Zion ſhall be 


lowed like a field, and Jeruſalem ſhall be- 
come heaps, and the mountain of the houſe 
48 the high places of the foreſt. 

Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Ju- 
dah put him at all to death? 
the LoxD, and beſought the Log p, and the 
Logp repented him of the evil which he had 
pronounced againſt them ; thus might we 


procure great evil againſt our ſouls, 


And there was alſo a man that propheſied 
in the name of the Lozp, Urijah the ſon of 
Shemeiah of Kirjath-jearim, who propheſied 
againſt this city and againſt this land ac- 


j; cording to all the words of Jeremiah. 


And when Jehoiakim the king, with all 
his mighty men, and all the princes, heard 
his words, the king ſought to put him to 
death : bur when Urijah heard it, he was 
afraid, and fled, and went into F.gypt. 

And Jehoiakim the king ſent men into 
Egypt, namely Elnathan the ſon of Achbor, 
and certain men with him into Egypt. 


did he not fear 


220 AHIKAM'S KINDNESS. 
And they fetched forth Urijah out of 
Egypt, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the 
king: who flew him with the ſword, and 
caft his dead body into the graves of the 
common people. | 

- Nevertheleſs, the hand of Ahikam the ſon 
of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, that they 
ſhould not give -him into the hand of the 
people to put him to death. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


After Jeremiah had been at the King's houſe, he 
went to the Temple, and there ſpake to all the people 
that came thither to worſhip ; declaring that if they 
would repent and amend, Gop would yet turn from 
his wrath, You have already read in what pathetic 
terms he addreſſed them; from which you will be able 
to make your own reflections on their obduracy, aud 


the goodneſs of the LoD. 
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e SECT. XXXVI. 
nd „ | | 
be WHY Tur ConTinovarION OF THE Rericn oF JEHOIA- 


KIM KINC or JUDAH. 


ND Jehoiakim- paid a tribute of an 
hundred talents of ſilver and a talent 
of gold to Pharaoh-Necho; but he taxed 
the land to give the money. 

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 

| when he began to reign; and he reigned | 
| eleven years in Jeruſalem. And his mo- 
| ther's name was Zebudah the of 
| Pedaiah of Rumah. | 

| And he did that which was evil in the 
light of the LoxD, according to all that his 
| fathers had done. 

Then Jeremiah the prophet ſpake unto 
all the people of Judah, and to all the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, ſaying, 

From the thirteenth year of Joſiah the ſon 
of Amon king of Judah, even unto this day: 
that is the three and twentieth year; the 
Word of the Lotp hath come unto me, and 

z have ſpoken unto you, riſing early and 
| peaking; but ye have not hearkened, 


. NI | And 
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And the Lokp hath ſent unto you all hj 
ſervants the prophets, riſing early and ſens. 
ing them; but ye have not hearkened, ny 
inclined your ear to hear, 

They ſaid, Turn ye again now every one 
from his evil way, and from the evil of you 
doings, and dwell in the land that the Log 
hath given unto you and to "your fathers for 
ever and ever : 

And go not after other gods to ſeri: 
them and to worſhip them, and provoke m 

not to anger with the works of your hand 

and I will do you no hurt. 

Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, ſit 
the Lord; that ye might provoke me t 
anger with the works of your hands to your 
own hurt. 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts 
Becauſe ye have not heard my words, 
Behold, I will ſend and take all the fami. 

lies of the north, ſaith the Loxp, and chi 

chadnezzar the king of Babylon my ſcrvamt, 
and will bring them againſt this land, and 
againſt the inhabitants thereof, and again 
all theſe nations round about, and will ut 


terly deſtroy them, and make them an allo 
niſnment, 
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niſhment, 
ſolations. 
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L-hment, and an hiſſing, and perpetual de- 


ſolations. 


Moreover, I will take from them the voice 


Jof mirth and the voice of gladneſs, the voice 
ol the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 


| the ſound of the milſtones, and the light of 
the candle, 


And this whole land ſhall be a n 


| and an aſtoniſhment : and theſe nations ſhall 
ſerve the king of Babylon ſeventy years. 
And it ſhall come to paſs when ſeventy 
| years are accompliſhed, that I will puniſh 
the king of Babylon, and that nation, ſaith 
the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land 
of the Chaldeans; and will make it perpe- 
tual deſolations. 


And it came to paſs in the fourth year of 


Jehoiakim the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, 
that this word came unto Jeremiah, from 
the Lok b, ſaying, 


Take thee a roll of a book, and write 


| therein all the words that I have ſpoken 
unto thee againſt Iſrael, and againſt Judah, 
and againſt all the nations from the day I 
ſpake unto thee, from the days of Joſiah, 
even unto this day. 


M 2 Fi 


i 
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24 BARUCH'S ROL I. 


It may be that the houſe of Judah yi 
hear all the evil which I purpoſe to do und 
-them; that they may return every man 
from his evil way; that I. may forgive 
their iniquity and their ſin. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


| You read in a former ſection, that Pharach-- Necho 
carried Jehoahaz captive into Egypt, and made [ehoia 
kim, his brother, king of Judah, on condition of hiz 
becoming tributary to him; and you find Jehoiakin 
was obliged to lay very heavy taxes on his ſvbjcas to 
keep his engagements. Jehoiakim did not take warn- 
ing from the misfortunes of his father, but continued 
to provoke Gop by his wickedneſs, and his people 
committed all kinds of abominations ; yet the Lors 
would not deſtroy them, without uſing every means to 
bring them to repentance. And not only commandel 
Jeremiah to inform them of the judgments he ſhou!l 
inflict, but even after they had ſhut the good prophet 
up in priſon, commanded him to cauſe Baruch, a diß 
ciple of his, to write the words which he ſhou'd har 
ſpoken, had he been at liberty, and read them in the 
Houſe of the Loxp, on the great day of expiation; 
which {till continued to be obſerved annually accorc- 
ing to the law of Moſes, that they might be induced, 
when aſſembled on ſo ſolemn an occaſion, ** zo pre. 
their ſupplications fo the Lo Rb, and to return every Ole 
from his evil way.” Baruch executed his commilion, 
but failed of ſucceſs, for both king and people con- 
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Fr” inexorable; though Baruch himſelf was ſo ex- 
Wil | ceedingly afflicted with the thoughts of the evil that 
9 uns coming upon the land, that he would have fallen 
nan into deſpondency, bat that the Lon p vouchſafed to 
71ve BY affure him, by the mouth of Jeremiah, that“ he 
1 | fould be preſerved, and his life given him as a prey or 

ow for his Kuug. in all places whitherſoever be 

| went.” 


; In the third year of Jehoiakim, Nabopolaſſar, king 


" WF Cachemiſh, all Syria and Paleſtine had revolced to 
1 © him, and being, on account of his age and infirmities, 
- unable to march thither to reduce them, he made Ne- 
1 bachadnezzar his ſon his aſſociate. in the empire, and 
. bent him with an army into thoſe parts. 

6 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar 
oi 12 defeated the army of the Egyptian king, 
5 marched towards Syria and Paleſtine. It is likely 
- © that Jehoiakim and the princes were abſent from Jeru- 


falem, making preparations to reſiſt the power of 


that they did not expreſs any reſentment againſt Jere- 
miah and Baruch, on account of the roll which they 
bad publiſhed to the people. 

When the day of expiation returned again the next 
year, Jeremiah ſent Baruch to read the roll a ſecond 
time in the chamber of Gemariah : for the king and 
| people, ſo far from being reformed by the late cala- 
= mities, grew more and more wicked. 

The chamber of Gemariah the ſcribe, was the room 
Where the king's council uſed to fit. The lords of 
te council were greatly terrified, and were ſolicitous 
2 a | M 3 to 


ol Babylon, finding that on Pharoah-Necho's taking 


| Nebuchadnezzar, or elſe in ſuch great conſternation, 


to preſerve the prophet and his diſciple from the ef:3; 


roll was entirely conſumed ; and would have deſtroyed 


246 JEHOIAKIM'S PRESUMPTION. 


of the king's indignation, which they imagined would 
be excited by this action. It proved as they expected, 
for the impious Jehoiakim, diſregarding the word of 
the Lon p, burnt the leaves as they were read, till the 
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5 0 GarrrnvatiON OP THE REIGN OP JEHO! A- 


KIM KINCG or JUDAH. 


Tithe hos of Pharaoh-Necho, Nebuchad- 
.-nezzar king of Babylon came up, and 


q Jehoiakim became his ſervant three years: 
then he turned and rebelled againſt him. 


And the Loxd ſent againſt him bands of 


| the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and 
bands of the Moabites, and bands of the 
children of Ammon, and ſent them. agaiuſt 
E Judah to deſtroy it, according to the word 
of the Loxp, which he ſpake by his ſervants 
the prophets. 


Surely at the commandment of the Lozxp 
came this upon Judah, to remove them out 
of his ſight, for the fins of Manaſſeh, ac- 
cording to all that he did ; 

And alſo for the innocent blood that he 


ſhed: for he filled Jeruſalem with innocent 


blood; which the Loxp would not pardon. 
So Jehoiakim ſlept with his fathers: and 
Jehoiachin his ſon reigned in his ſtead, 


214 ANNO- 


248 JEHOIAKIM'S DEATH 


ANNOTATIONS an» REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoiakim, after having ſerved the king of Babyly 
three years, refuſed to pay him tribute, and reneye, 
his conferedracy with Pharaoh-Necho ; upon which 
Nebuchadnezzar ſent orders to all his lieutenants and 


_ 
4 


governors of provinces to attack him, as you have rea. = | hi 
The Loxd permitted him to be moleſted with (x; 5 
various enemies, on account of his diſobedience to tk: in J erul 
divine will, In what manner he died we are not iv. 8 ther's n 
formed, but there is no doubt his death was ignonini. WI Elnatha 
ous, and as the prophet had foretold, and“ his memo. 3 | And 


Ty hateful, The Jews, to this day, obſerve a fait in { 

(2 o « * 5 3 * ſight O 
commemoration of Jehoiakim's burning the roll which WF =] 
Baruch read. 3 father! 


ConTinuaTion or Tas HISTORY or TH HEA. The! 
THEN NATIONS. A 
Nebuchadnezzar, after his departure from Jeruſa- We the ſon 
lem, employed all the reſt of the year in carrying on the ſigt 
his war with the Egyptians; in which he was ſuc Wi pluck t 
ceſsful, that before the enſuing winter, he had driven And 
them out of Syria and Paleſtine, Shortly after, died 2 88 
Nabopolaſſar, king of Babylon, having reigned twen- them t 
ty-one years; on hearing which, Nebuchadnezzar ha- them v 
tened home, and was made king in his ſtead, His en- hand o 
pire contained Chaldea, Aſſyria, Arabia, Syria, and WW and in 
Paleſtine (the latter included the whole land of Ife) * 
Zedekiah, though called king of Judah, reigned thete ; 
only as Nebuchadnezzar's deputy. N that. be 
Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, died one year befor: e Wer 
Jehoiakim, having reigned ſixteen years, and w fuc- But 
ceeded by Pſammis his ſon. return 


* Jer. xxii. 


e. 


„„ &- 


ti 449 ] 
reer. xxxvn.. 


by! * 

. 2 Tas 45 or JEHOIACHIN (ATT ID ASO JE-. 
ed 
hich j COA CONIAH) KING or JUDAH. 

a WW TEHOIACHIN was eighteen years old 
WO when he began to reign, and he reigned 
lic = 

the | in Jeruſalem three months. And his mo- 
in. MW. ther's name was Nehuſhta the daughter of 


in. Elnathan of Jeruſalem. 
a 3 And he did that which was evil in the 
' WE fight of the Log, according to all that his 
father had done. 
g Then ſpake Jeremiah the prophet, ſaying, 
E As I live faith the Lozp, though Coniah. 
. the fon of Jehoiakim king of Judah were 
on 3 the ſignet upon my right hand, yet would I 
WF pluck thee thence : 
And I will give thee into the hand of 
:. them that ſeek thy life, and into the hand of 
them whoſe face thou feareſt, cven. into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and. into the hand of the Chaldeans. 
And I will caſt thee out, and thy mother 
that bare thee, into another country, where 
ye were not born; and there ſhall ye die. 
But to the land whereunto they deſire to 
return, thither ſhall they not return, 


M 5 | I; 


- 250 JERUSALEM BESIEGED, 7" 

Is this man Coniah a deſpiſed broken of Hrael 
idol? is he a veſſel wherein is no pleaſure? Loxbp, as 
wherefore are they caſt out, he and his ſed, 1 And I 
and are -caſt into a land which they knoy {Wall the p- 


not ? 5 valour, « 
O earth, earth, earth, * the word af the craft 
the Lord: | |” fave the 


Thus faith the Loxp, Write ye this man x And | 
childleſs, a man that ſhall not proſper in hi F e an 
days: for no man of his ſeed ſhall proſper, {WF tr 
ſitting upon the throne of David, and ruling | the lane 
any more in Judah. Y mſalem 


At that time the ſervants of Nebuchad- 4 And 
nezzar king of Babylon came up againſt Je- a thouſan 
ruſalem, e the city was beſieged. . fand, al 

And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon even * 
came againſt the city, and his ſervants dia captive 
beſiege it. | 

And Jehoiachin the king of Judah wert AN 
out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mo- Jehor: 
ther, and his ſervants, and his princes, and by the | 
his officers :. and the king of Babylon took _ a 
him in the eighth year of his reign, 1 

And he carried out thence all the tre- Nebr 
ſures of the houſe of the Lord, and the trea- Provinc 

ſures of the king's houſe, and cut in yieces ff atk © 
all the veſſels of gold which Solomon kins | 8 0 


£ 


0; 


FF JEHOTACHIN TAKEN. 252 
\ken oe Hrael had made in the temple of the 
ure? | Lox, as the Lorp had ſaid. : 
red, And he carried away all Jeruſalem, and 
207 (all the princes, and all the mighty men of 

©” valour, even ten thouſand captives, and all 
| of {MC the eraftfmen, and fmiths : none remained, 

©” fave the poorer ſort of the people of the land. 
un And he carried away Jchoiachin to Baby- 
his lon, and the king's mother, and king's 
© wives, and his officers, and the mighty of 


mſalem to Babylon. 
And all the men of might, even ſeven 
| thouſand, and craftſmen and fmiths, a thou- 
L. fand, all that were ſtrong and apt for war, 
even them the king of Babylon brought 
* to Babylon. 


1 ANNOTATIONS axd REFLECTIONS, 


- i Jehoakim was not reſtrained from his wickedneſs 
by the prophet's denunciations, neither would he hum- 
ble himſelf before the Los p, and therefore he was 


duracy. . 


death of Jehoiachim: at the end of three months the 


9 king of Babylon came againſt it- in perſon, with his 
: 8 Me royel 


the land, carried he into captivity from Je- 


left to ſuffer the conſequences of is folly and ob- 


Nebuchadnezzar's lieutenants and governors of the 
provinces, . continued to befiege | jerutalem after the 
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252 JEHOIACHIN'S CAPTIVITY. 


royal army. Jehoiachin, unable to defend the cit;, 
ſubmitted as you read; but Nebuchadnezzar put hin 
in chains, and ſent him to Babylon, where he continue 
a miſerable captive till the death of that monarch, 
which was thirty-ſix years. Had * he taken the 
method which Hezekiah did, and made his peace with 
Gop, he would have had no cauſe to fear the king of 
Babylon, but might have held out with courage, ho. 
nour, and ſucceſs; but wanting the faith and piety of 
an Iſraelite, he had not the reſolution of a man, a ſil. 
dier, and a prince.” Now was fulfilled the word of 
Gov, fpoken by + Moſes. The Lorp Hall brit 
again thee a nation from afar, of fierce countenan, 
that hall eat the fruit of thy land, and beſiege theo in al 
thy gates.” 

You find that Nebuchadnezzar carried with hin 
vaſt quantities of ſpoil, and a great many captives he 
had taken ſome away eight years before this, among 


whom were Daniel and his friends; theſe had behaved 


ſo well, that the king was deſirous to have more ſuch, 
He alſo took all the great men and principal officer, 
left they ſhould raiſe conſpiracies againſt him. And 
carried the ſmiths away, in order that the inhabitantz 
of Jecuſalem might not be able to procure arms, 


* Henry's Annotations. + Deut. xxviii. 47: 
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SECT. XXXIX. 


. Kinc or JUDAH. 


taniah Jehoiachin's father's brother 


J king inſtead of Jehoiachin, and changed his 


name to Zedekiah. 


ſight of the LORD. 

And the word of the Lord came unto Te- 
remiah, ſaying, Make thee bonds and yokes, 
and put them upon thy neck. 

And ſend them to the king of Edom, and 

to the king of Moab, and to- the king of the 
Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and 
to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the 
meſſengers which come to Jeruſalem unto 
Zedekiah king of Judah: 
And command them to ſay unto their 
maſters, Thus ſaith the Lorxp of hoſts the 
Gop of Iſrael, Thus ſhall ye ſay unto your 
maſters, 


I have 
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254 JEREMIAH'”S PROPHECY. 


I have made the earth, the man and 
the beaſt that are upon the ground, by 
my great power and my outſtretched arm, 
and have given it unto whom it ſeemed meet 
unto me. | i 

And now have I given all theſe lands into 
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon my ſervant; and the beaſts of the 
field have I given him alſo to ſerve him. 
And all nations ſhall ſerve him, and his 
ſon, and his ſon's ſon, until the very time of 
his land come: and then many nations and 
great kings ſhall ſerve themſelves of him. 

And it ſhall come to pafs, that the nation 
and kingdom which will not ſerve the ſeme 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and 
that will not put their neck under the yobe 
of the king of Babylon, that nation will! 
puniſh, faith the Loxp, with the ſword, an. 
with the famine, and with the peſtilence, 
anti] I have conſumed them by his hand. 

Therefore hearken not ye to your pro- 
phets, nor to your diviners, nor to you! 
dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to you! 
forcecers, which ſpeak unto you, ſaying, Ve 
Hall not ſerve the king of Babylon. 
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4 For they propheſy a lye unto you, to 


| : remove you far from your land; and that | 
v, 1 mould drive you out, and ye ſhould i 
et periſh. | - 1 

But the nations that bring their neck un- N 
o der the yoke of the king of Babylon, and 9 
0 ſeerye him, thoſe will I let remain {till in their 1 
ic ; own land, ſaith the Lok p, and they * I 

till it, and dwell therein. + 
is 1 

ANNOTATIONS AN D REFLECTIONS. 


The king of Babylon, made MartTanran, king of 
E” Judah, in the room of Jehoiachin ; and to let all the 
world know that he was entirely dependent on him, he 
changed his name. ZEDRKIAE ſignifies the juſtice of 
F teLoxy; by which Nebuchadnezzar meant to put 
tim continually in mind of the vengeance which he 
was to expect from the Lox D his Gop, if he violated 


0 dae dath of fidelity, which he had in his name ſworn 
„ K tothe king of Babylon. 
You find that Zedekiah followed the bad example of 
- his predeceſſors, yet the prophet was ſent to admoniſh 
| kim and his ſubje&s; for though the Lox had de- 
termined the deſtruction of the city in caſe the people 
It did not repent, which he knew they would not do, 


'o he promiſed to have compaſſion on every individual 
| who acknowledged his tranſgreſſions, and ſubmitted 
to his Al MIGHTY POW IR. 


After 


256 ZEDEKIAH'S WICKEDNESsS, 


After the departure of Nebuchadnezzar out of ju. 
dea and Syria, Zedekiah having ſettled himſelf upon 
the throne, the kings of the Ammonites, Edomites, 
Z1donians, Tyrians, and other nations, ſent their am. 
baſſadors to congratulate him on his acceſſion to the 
throne, and propoſed a league with him againſt the 
king of Babylon; but the Lord having ordained, that 
| Nebuchadnezzar, who was the choſen inſtrument of di. 
Vine vengeance, ſhould, on that account, rule over the 
kings of the earth, commanded Jeremiah to put a yoke 
and bands on his neck, as a fgnificant fign, calculate! 
to give force to his predictions; and it is likely the 
prophet red them ſucceſſively to all the foreign am- 
baſſadors mentioned above, in order to prove whether 
they would give credit to the word of Gop thus so. 
lemnly pronounced or not; but we have reaſon to ſup- 
poſe, that they rejected them with: diſdain. Soon after, 


on ſome occaſion, Zedekiah ſent ambaſſadors to Baby- 


Jon, with a view, as is juppoſed, to keep up a good 
underſtanding with Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah having 
had a remarkable viſion * and other revelutions re- 
ſpecting the reſtoration of the Jews to their nase 
land took this opportunity of ſending a letter, in r- 
der to guard thoſe who were in captivity again tie 
deluſions of falſe prophets, who would have «d-terr2d 
them from building or doing any thing elſe for tht 
own intereft and welfare; he therefore informed them, 
that by the ordination of God, their captivity was 9 
be of ſeventy years continuance ; and that the p27? 
left in Jeruſalem, could be of little uſe to af! 
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by 
=. 


A | theit deliverance, becauſe Gov in a ſhort time, would 
FE: fic them with the ſword, famine, and peſtilence, &c. 
and as to their falſe prophets, he told them they would 
be ſoon deſtroyed: we have reaſon to think that Jere- 


miah's predictions concerning Ahab and Kolatah, (two 


|” pretended prophets) were ſoon fulſilled, and that they 
vere actually roaſted in the fire, by the command of 
EF” Nebochadnezzar, for hindering the people from ſet- 
= tling where he had planted them, 


” | SECT. 
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e ee I. 


Cox TIN VAT ION or THE REICON oy ZEDERKIAH 
King or JUDAH, 


A ND it came to paſs the fame year, in 
the beginning of the reign of Zede- 
kiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and 
in the fifth month, that Hananiah the fon of 
Azur the prophet, which was of Gibcon, 
ipake unto Jeremiah in the houſe of the 
Lob, in the preſence of the prieſts and of 
all the people, ſaying, . 

Thus ſpeaketh the Lokp of hoſts, the 
God of Iſrael, ſaying, I have broken the 
yoke of the king of Babylon. 

Within two full years will I bring again 
into this place all the veſſels of the Logo's 


houſe that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 


took away from this place, and carried them 
to Babylon. 

And I will bring again to this place Je- 
coniah the ſon of Jehoiakim king of Juda, 
with all the captives of Judah that went into 
Babylon, ſaith the Loxp; for I will breaz 
the yoRke oi tne king of Babylon. 
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| Then the prophet Jeremiah ſaid unto the 
Ipopher Hananiah in the preſence of the 
Iprieſts, and in the preſence of all the people 
that ſtood in the houſe of the Lond, 

| Even the prophet Jeremiah ſaid, Amen: 
the Lox do ſo: the Lon p perform thy 
E words which thou haſt propheſied, to bring 


LAH 


r, in 

as again the veſſels of the Lord's houſe, and 
aud all that is carried away captive, from Baby- 
n of bon into this place. 

0n, 4 Nevertheleſs, hear thou now this word that 
the I ſpeak in thine ears, and in the ears of all 


© the people; 

| The prophets that have been before me 
and before thee of old, propheſied both 
E 2gainſt many countries and againſt great 
E kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of peſ- 
un | tilence. | 
he prophet which an of peace, 
on ven the word of the prophet ſhall come to 
pass, then ſhall the prophet be known that 

the Lord hath truly ſent him. 

Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke 
dom off the prophet Jeremiah's neck, and 
: brake | ik, 

And Hananiah ſpake in the preſence of all 
| the people, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loxp, 


CVCIL 


260 JEREMIAH'S PROPHECy. 
even ſo will I break the yoke of Nebuchad. 


nezzar king of Babylon from the neck of 2 x Y 
nations within the ſpace of two full year, De 
And the prophet Jeremiah went his way. | AND 

Then the word of the Loxp came vn; WE You fit 


Jeremiah the prophet, after that Hanania F- falſe prof 
the prophet had broken the yoke from of 1 
the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, ſaying, $ ante 

Go, and tell Hananiah, ſaying, Thus faith : falfilled ; 
the Loxp, thou haſt broken the yokes df pletion © 


wood; but thou ſhalt make for them yoke, . that the 


of 1ron. months 
For thus faith : |” king's a 
or thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts, the Goo in che 


of Iſrael, I have put a yoke of iron upon the © among 1 
neck of all theſe nations, that they may ſerve Phet, a 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and tief ein 8 


ſhall ſerve him; and I have given him ti Oo 
beaſts of the field alſo. here 
Then ſaid the prophet Jeremiah unto Hz | Ce 
naniah the prophet, Hear now Hananiah, 
The Lokp hath not ſent thee; but thou 2 
makeſt this people to truſt in a lye. | e 
Therefore thus ſaith the LORD, Behold, ! In th 
will caſt thee from off the face of the earth, | 3 7 
this year ſhalt thou dic, becauſe thou hat I | 8 


taught rebellion againſt the Lozp. | Babylo 
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$ year, in the ſeventh month. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


You find, my dear, that there were alſo at Jeruſalem 


* falſe prophets, who flattered the king with hopes of 
' deliverance from the power of Nebuchadnezzar. Ze- 
dekiah was, however, inexcuſable, for giving credit to 
| © them, becauſe none of their predictions had ever been 
* © fulfilled ; whereas, Jeremiah was famous for the com- 


© pletion of his prophecies. One would have ſuppoſed 


dat the death of Hananiah, which happened in two 
; months afterwards, would at leaſt have awakened the 


* king's attention. 
In the fifth year of Zedekiah's reign, Ezekiel TE 


among the captives at Babylon, was called to be a pro- 

| phet, and had many very wonderful viſions; but they 

are in general, too difficult for your comprehenſion . 
therefore it is ſufficient at preſent to ſay, that they 
agreed with thoſe of Jeremiah. 


Cox rINUAT ION oF THE HISTORY oF THE HEA. 


THEN NATIONS. 


Cyaxares, king of Media, after he had reigned 
forty years, died; and Aſtyages, his ſon, (called in 
ſcripture Ahaſuerus) ſucceeded him. 

In the ſame year alſo died Pſammis, king of Fthi- 
opia; and Apies his ſon reigned in his ftead : he is 


in ſcripture called. Pharaoh-Hophra : a little before 


this time Jeremiah propheſied heavy judgments on 
Babylon, and redemption to Iſrael; theſe “ predictions 


* Jer. I, li. 


the 


80 Hananiah che prophet died the ſame 
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the prophet wrote in a book, and delivered it to Ser. 
ah, the brother of Baruch, who was then ſent to Ba, 
bylon by Zedekiah, commanding him that whey le : 
ſhould come to Babylon, he ſhould there read it un Tu Cc 
the banks of the river Euphrates ; and when he hi | 
made an end of reading it, he ſhould bind a ſtonen 
it, and caſt it into the midſt of the river; to denn, 
that as that ſhould ſink, ſo ſhould Babylon alſo ink 
and never riſe again. Theſe prophecies you will EH, dors in 
in another part of this hiſtory. 5 horſes 
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) Sera. ? E 

to Ba. 8 E C TT. II. 

hen he * 1 

it upon "Tae on or THE REION or ZEDE- 
ke hi KIAH Kino or JUDAH. 

ſtonet K 

kan \ ND Zedekiah rebelled againſt Nebu- 
0 ink chadnezzar in ſending his ambaſſa- 


dors into Egypt, that they might give him 
© horſes and much people. 
But the word of the Lony came unto 

Ezekiel, ſaying, As I live ſaith the Log 

Gop, ſurely in the place where the king 

dwelleth that made him king, whoſe oath he 

deſpiſed, and whoſe covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midſt of Babylon he ſhall die. 

Neither ſhall Pharaoh with his mighty 

army and great company make for him in 
the war, by caſting up mounts, and build- 
ing forts, to cut off many perſons, 

Seeing he deſpiſed the oath by breaking 
the covenant, when lo, he had given his 
hand, and hath done all theſe things, he ſhall 

not eſcape. 


Therefore thus faith the LORD Gop, As 


II read 


I live, ſurely mine oath that he hath deſpiſed, 


and my covenant that he hath broken, even 
it will I recompenſe upon his own head. 
3 And 
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And I will ſpread my net upon him, ald 
he ſhall be taken in my ſnare, and 1 yl 
bring him to Babylon, and will plead with 


him there for his ER that he hath tre 


paſſed againſt me. 

And all his fugitives with all his bard 
ſhall fall by the ſword, and they that remain 
ſhall be fcattered towards all winds : and ie 
ſhall know that I the Loxp have ſpoken it, 

But Zedekiah ſtiffened his neck, and 
_ hardened his heart from turning unto the 
Loan Gop of Iſrael. | 

Moreover, all the chief of the prieſts nd 
the people tranſgreſſed very much, after all 
the abominations of the heathen; and pcl. 
luted the houſe of the Lord which he had 
hallowed in Jeruſalem, 

And the Loxp Gop of their fathers {ent 
to them by his meſſengers, riſing up betimes 
and fending; becauſe he had compaſſion on 
his people and on his dwelling-place : 

But they mocked the meſſengers of God, 
and de ſpiſed his words, and miſuſed iis pro- 
phets, until the wrath of the Log aol 
againſt his people, till there was no remech. 
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ANNOTATIONS any. REFLECTIONS. 
It was in the ſeventh year of his reign, that Zede- 


#Y + 


1 
ö | racy with Pharaoh-Hophrah, king of Egypt. You 


bi 7 find, my dear, that Zedekiah committed a great crime 
| in breaking his covenant with Nebuchadnezzar; for 
F be was guilty of perjury by the violation of his oath, 
S * and acted diſhonourably in breaking his treaty : he 
© was likewiſe preſumptuous and fooliſh to the laſt de- 

* gree, in oppoſing the commands of Go, ſo particular- 
| ly addreſſed to him for his preſervation, and Proven 
\ the ſuch judgments from Divine Juſtice, 


Nebuchadnezzar, hearing that Pharaoh-Hophra was | 


; coming to the relief of Jeruſalem, raiſed the fiege, and 


and went with his army to intercept him; on the departure 
r al ; of the Chaldeans, Zedekiah ſent to Jeremiah, who had. 
pci- if been ſet at liberty, to enquire of the Loxd by him, 
nad and intreat him to pray for the king and people. The 
1 prophet informed him, that Pharaoh's army would re- 
5 turn to Egypt, and the Chaldeans would come againſt 
the city and take it; therefore it was in vain to deceive 

nes, ' themſelves, ſaying, they would not come up““ 
h While the Chaldeans were abſent from Jeruſtlem, 
Jeremiah, intending to retire to + Anathoth his native 
0d, place to avoid the ſiege, which he knew would be re- 
= newed, was ſeized as a deſerter, and again thrown into 

priſon. 

ok The Egyptians, terrified with the appearance of the 
Iv, | Chaldeans, withdrew their forces, and retired into their 


own country; treacherouſly leaving Zedekiah and his 
people, to periſh i the war which they had drawn them 


0-7: 4 A Jer. xxxvil. 7. + Ibid. 11. 
You IV, N into, 


kiah ſent ambaſſadors into Egypt, to make a confede- 
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forty years afterwards Egypt was ſubdued, and h. 


governed by ſtrangers ever ftuce; and is at this ti 


concerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which je: 
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into. Upon“ which the prophet Ezekiel reproacke 
them, in the name of the Lox D, for breaking their f. 
lemn treaty; denounced judgments upon them, af 
foretold that they ſhould fink low, become a men 
people, and no more have a king of their own to ren 
over them ; which accordingly came to paſs : for abon 


came a province to the Perſian empire, and has he 


part of the Turkiſh empire. 

On the retreat of the Egyptians, Nebuchadnz 
again renewed the ſiege of Jeruſalem. Upon + thi 
Zedekiah ſent for Jeremiah out of priſon to confi! 
him: Jeremiah took this opportunity of renonftratn 
with the king on the hardſhips which were ſo unjut 
inflited on him, and he was prevailed on to mitigui 
his puniſhment. 

The prophet at this time repeated his predidis 


raged ſome of the princes and chief commandes , 
ſuch a degree, that they cauſed him to be thrown nn 
a dungeon, where he muſt have periſhed miſcrab'y, vm 


for the kindneſs of Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian, i plains 
informed the king of his unhappy fituation, arv ſcatte; 
taincd an order to draw him up out of the dungeon. We 80 

After this Zedekiah || ſent for Jeremiah into u up to 


Temple, and enquired ſecretly of him; when the a a the 
phet earneſtly entreated the king to ſubmit to Np 9 


chadnezzar, but he ſlighted his advice, and never ch. Ani 
ſulted him again. fore h 

* Ezekiel xxix. + Jer. xxxvii. 17» 1 Jer, x00! kiah, 
and c: 


Jer. XXXVIIl. 14. 
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SECT. XIII. 


a ney WW or JUDAH. | 
to Ten . 1 2 

for abou ND the city was beſieged unto the 
and WO { \ eleventh year of king Zedekiah. 


has ben 


this ti 


And on the ninth day of the fourth 
month, the famine prevailed in the city, and 
there was no bread for the 5 of the 
land. 

And the city was broken up, and all the 
men of war fled by night, by the way of the 
WR g gate, between two walls, which is by the 
"© king's garden; now the Chaldees were againſt 
Ga the city round about, and the king went the 
te way toward the plain. 

And the army of the Chaldees purſued 


wn naß : : . 
after the king, and overtook him in the 


u. a 
oy plains of Jericho: and all his army were 
dd ſcattered from him. 

co So they took the king, and brought him 
uy | up to the king of Babylon to Riblah: and 
| they gave judgment upon him. 

5er coi And they flew the ſons of Zedekiah, be- 


adnemy 
Jn f thi 
) Con{ul 
aſtratin 


unjuſt 


fore his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zede- 


Kkiah, and bound him with fetrers of braſs, 
| and carried him to Babylon. 
5 1 And 
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And in the fifth month, on the ſcrem BM Al 

day of the month, which is the ninetcen;, Hfnuffe 
Fear of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby. of br: 
lon, came Nebuzar-adan captain of de {Ml they 3 
Suard, a ſervant of the king of Babylon, un. An 
to Jeruſalem: Xt. 1 ſuch t 
And he burnt: the houſe of the Log, 1 ſilver, 
and the king's houſe, and all the houſcs f away 
Jeruſalem, and every great man's houſe | 11 
burnt he with fire. 3 g Which 
And all the army of the Chaldees thi: the T 
were with the captain of the guard, brate withe 
down the walls of Jeruſalem round about. 1 
Nov the reſt of the people that were leſt the e 


in the city, and the fugitives that fell away IM prief 


to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of F A 
the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan the cap- was 
tain of the guard carry away. | of tt 
But the captain of the guard left of the whic 
poor of the land to be vine- dreſſers and huſ- cipa 
bandmen. the 
And the pillars of braſs that were in the of th 
houſe of the Loxb, and the baſes, and tie hes 


brazen ſea that was in the houſe of the Loxo, 
did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried 
the braſs of them to Babylon, 


tool 
Bab 


And 


D. 
ſeventh And the: pots, and the ſhovels, and the 
1eteenth | ſuffers, and the ſpoons, and all the veſſels . 


tf Baby. of braſs wherewith they miniſtered, took. 


Of the | | chey away 


ON, un. 
j ſuch things as were of gold, in gold, and of 
Lozo, deer, in ſilver, the captain of the guard took 
uſes of BK away: 
houſe The two pillars, one ſea, and the baſes 
E which Solomon had made for the houſe of 
8 that ü the Lozd ; the braſs of all theſe veſſels was 
brake without weight. | 
but. And the captain of the guard took Seraiah 
e let the chief prieſt, and Zephaniah the ſecond 
away prieſt, and the three keepers of the door. 
ur oft And out of the city he took an officer that 
cap- vas ſet over the men of war, and five men 
of them that were in the king's preſence, 
f the chich were ſound in the city, and the prin- 
huſ- cipal ſcribe of the hoſt, which muſtered 
the people of the land, and threeſcore men 
the ; of the people of the land that were found in 
the te city. 
RD, [ And Aan captain of the guard 
red fook theſe, and brought them to the king of 


Babylon to Riblah. 


„ And 
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And the fire pans, and the bowls, and 


| 
4 
* 


4 4 
4 
bY 
4 
a 
2 
9 
1 * 
; 


1 
0 ihe cs 8 * * 1 
* — 8 — r — 
5 PRES — 3 x 
OY %. 1 - . hy 
N * 5 * „ 5 


3 
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gn the King of Babylon ſmote then 
and flew them at Riblah in the land of He 
math. So Judah was carried away out ©; 
their-land. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


The city was ſo cloſely beſieged, that the nh al, ants 
were on the point of perithing with famine ; Sedchich 
therefore reſolved to make a de ſperate atten; pt to 
eſdape in the night, by breaking through the cane of 
the enemy; but you find, was ſoon ſeized by the Cl. 
deans, and carried to the king of Babylon, who wi: 
then at Riblah, a city in Syria, near to Jude, wr? 
he was puniſhed for his rebellion and brea:h of Gy 
nant, in the ſevere manner related in the former part 
of this ſection. | 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel, had foretold the fate of Zee. 
kiah in a very circumſtantial manner, Ezekiel's pro- 
phecy was delivered in the name of the LoRbp in thee 
words :—** I“ will bring him to Babylon, to the land of 
the Chaldeans; yet hall he not ſee it, though he die there,” 
Jeremiah predicted as follows :—** He + Hall be d- 
livered into the hands © F the king of Babylon, and Ha.. 
eas wy him mouth to mouth, and his eyes ſhall def 
his eyes. Both which were literally fulfilled, 

Nebuchadnezzar certainly had cauſe to be enraged 
with Zedekiah for his treacherous bchaviour, but was 
guilty of great inhumanity. The king of Judah might 
have avoided the dreadful effects of his wrath, would 
he have hearkened to the admonitions of the prophets, 


* Er ek. Xe 13. Þ Fr. XXII. 4. 
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'F he mocked the meſſengers of his Gu, and deſpiſed the 
. word of the Loxd. It is to be hoped, that misfortunes 
g Bt length humbled his ſoul into a fate of penitence, 
1 that before he died, he made his peace with Gop, 
„ who could abundantly pardon.” 

E executed the command of his ſo- 
_—_ with the utmoſt rigour, and robbing the Tem- 
ple of the remainder of its valuable treaſures, ſet fire 
to that noble edifice which Solomon had built with ſo 
much coſt and magnificence; which had been the 
glory of the whole earth; frequently honoured by the 
Eviible PRESENCE of the LORD JEHOVAH, from 
1 whence he had graciouſly received the ſacrifices and 


them, 
Of * 
Out of 


| ances of his favour and loving-kindnelſs ! 
part ; That palace in which the king ſat on a golden 
E throne, and received the homage of many monarchs, 


ede. vas reduced to aſhes! The houſes of the nobles, ſtrip- 
pro. bed of the coſtly furniture which adorned them, were 
theſe levelled with the earth! The ſtrong fortreſſes of Sion, 
:d of ich chen defended by an Almighty arm, were 
1 impregnable to the united force of all the nations of 
5 tbe world, fell alſo at the command of Nebuchad- 
Ball - nezzar, for the Lok had forſaken them! The king 
bold languiſhed in the horrors of a dungeon; * the judge, 
| the prieſt, the captain of fifty, the honourable man, the 
red FE counſellor, the eloquent orator, the artificer, bowed 
1 down to the ſlaughter ! The proud looks of the daugh- 
che ters of Zion, thoſe who had arrayed themſelves in 
14 crimſon, and decked themſelves with ornamen's of 


gold, were abaſed : they that fed delicately, were de- 
IN in the ſtreets; they that were brought up 11 


N 4 | ſcarlet, 


þ prayers of his faithful ſervants, and given them aſſur- 
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ſcarlet, embraced dunghills ; they wept bitterly ; the 
beauty became like a faded flower! To the matten 4 
Ifrael happened two dreadful evils in one day, loſs 01 
children and widowhood; the young men fainted ;1 
the corners of the ſtreets 3 the young children 8 
for bread, and no one breaked it unto them; th 
tongue of the ſucking child, cleaved to thereof 
mouth with thirſt; they poured their ſouls into 0 

mothers boſoms !”” Thus fell the greateſt part of the in. 
habitants of Judea, a prey to famine or the desen. ing 
ſword ; whilſt the wretched reſidue were either led into 
captivity laden with chains, or left deprived cf (}.'; 
inheritance, to till the ground with ſlavith toil for thr 
triumphant conquerors. 

Had Iſrael continued faithful to,the Lox ov, tie n. 
pious hand that ſhould have preſumed to lift th: Han. 
ing brand againſt his Holy Temple, would have pci 
in the attempt; thoſe who attacked the city, won 
have been driven away with diſgrace; the Vos 
Himstte would have fought againſt them with an 
outſtretched hand, and with a ſtrong arm; bu: the 
houſe of Jacob “ changed the ordinance of 20D, WG 
broke the everlaſting covenant : they burnt incenſe unto 
the hoſt of heaven, the children gathered woo, 16 
the fathers kindled the fire, and the women knead 
the dough to make cakes to the queen of hen, 
that they might provoke the Loap to anger; call. 
ing themſelves with idols, under every green tres, 
ſlay ing the chi [dren to Moloch in the vailies oder 
the cliffs of the recks. The prophets propheſied 
falſely, and the prieſts bare zule by their means, and 
the peop'e loved to have it io; the) had no deligat in 
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| je word of the Loxd ; they hallowed not the ſabbath_ 
a, but bear burdens on the ſabbath-day; they de- 
E ceived every one his neighbour, they taught them 
ſelves to ſpeak lies, and truſted to oppreſſion and per- 
| verſeneſs; therefore the Lox p covered Stox with a 


cloud in his anger, and caſt down unto the earth the 
beauty of Iſrael * 1”? 


„What I have ſaid above, concerning the miſeries of the Gege 
of Jeruſalem, is chiefly collected from the predictions of the pro- 
phets; for I confider them as the moſt authentic hiſtorians, ſince the 
Divine Being dy whom they were inſpired, knew with the greateſt 
certainty what <vould happen; and as we have had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve the literal completion of many circumſtances in the prophecies, 
there is reaſbn to believe that the reſt were fulfilled, 


N 5 SE C Th 


1 


S EO, HII. 
Tas HisTorY OF JEREMIAH, AND OF THE JEWS 
WHO WERE LEFT IN JUDEA, 


"OW Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby. 
lon gave charge concerning Jeremiah 
to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard, 
ſaying, 

Take him, and look well to him, and do 
1 no harm: but do unto him, even as hc 
ſhall ſay unto thee. 

And the captain of the guard took Jere- 
miah, and ſaid unto him, The Lox D thy Gov 
hath pronounced this evil upon this place. 


Now the Loxp hath brought it, and done 


according as he hath ſaid : becaule ye have 
ſinned againſt the Lord, and have not obey- 
ed his voice, therefore this thing is coin 
upon you. 

And now, behold, I looſe thee this ay 
from the chains which were upon thine hanc. 
If it ſeem good unto thee to come with me 
into Babylon, come, and I will look well 
unto thee : but if it ſeem ill unto tice to 
come with me into Babylon, forbear : be— 
hold all the land is before thee : whither it 


ſeemeth 


the 


=—_— == 
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K-emeth good and convenient for thee to go, 
[thither go. | 7 
Now while he was not yet gone back, he 
Jad, G0 back alſo to Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikim the ſon of Shaphan, whom the king 
| of Babylon hath made governor over the ci- 
Uard, } ties of Judah, and dwell with him among 
the people: or go whereſoever it ſeemeth 
convenient unto thee to go. So the captain 
of the guard gave him victuals and a reward, 
aud let him go. 

Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the 
© ſon of Ahikam to Mizpah, and dwelt with 
him among the people that were left in the 
II 
No the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah while he was ſhut up in the court 
ol the priſon, faying, 

Go, and ſpeak to Ebed-melech the Ethio- 
plan, faying, Thus ſaith the Lord: of hoſts, 
the God of Iſrael, Behold, I will bring my 

words upon this city for evil, and not for 


well 

- oo good; and they ſhall. be accompliſhed in 
. | that day before thee. 

„ But ! vill deliver thee in that day, faith 
1 the Logd : and thou ſhalt not be given 1nto- 


the hand of the men of whom thou art afraid, 
| N & For 


276 JEREMIAH'S PRESERVATION, 


| 

| 

| 

For I will ſurely deliver thee; and thou 
| ſhalt not fall by the ſword, but thy life ſhall 
be for a prey unto thee : becauſe thou has 
put thy truſt in me, ſaith the Loxv. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, 


In the preſervation of Jeremiah, we have a mark 
able inſtance *, that the wrath of man is often made tg 
advance the temporal proſperity of the ris}tcou; 
The violence with which wicked men purſued thcir 
reſentment againſt this good prophet, might make hi; 
predictions known to Nebuchadnezzar, an ſo engage 
him in his favour. The attempts of malice to blacken 
and defame him, brought forth his character wit] 
more advantage to the view of impartial b-bolde: ; 
and his impriſonment, proved the means of ſuving hin 
from the more dreadful calamities which had btulcn 
the other inhabitants of Judea. 

Gedaliah, who was made governor over the Wretch— 
ed remainder of the Jews, was the ſon of that Aki 
kat, who had on a former occaſion, ſhewn ſuch 
kindneſs to Jeremiah; and it is probable, that he wa; 
appointed to this truſt, in conſequence of the piopiui”. 
recommendation. ; 

« Afier j Nebuchadnezzar was returned to ©. 
lon, all thoſe Jews, who for fear of the Chuldear ol 


taken refuge amongſt neighbouring nations, or 10 0 
ta 

had hid themſelves in the fields and deſerts ter their 
re 
* Dr. Blair' s ſermon on the divine government of the patios: | If 
of men. ＋ Jer. xxvi. 24. 1 Prideaux's Conucction. bes Jt 


Jer. xl, xli. 
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N. | 
nd thoy ] lan on the diſperſion of | Zedekiah's army on the. 
I; © -lains of Jericho, hearing that Gedaliah was made 
ife hy; e e Jenes, ber Ged | 
E governor of the land, reſorted to him; and on his 
100 Haſt E f | "A | | . 4 
E promiſing to give them protection, and taking an oath 
© that they ſhould be ſafe. under his government, they 
| ſettled themſelves again in the land, and gathered in 
NS, dhe fruits of it. The chief among theſe, were Joho- 
os nan and Jonathan; the ſons of Kareah ; Seraiah, the 
3 E on of Tanhumuth; Azariah, the ſon of Haſhaiah ; 
ade to WR 5 


Ihmael, the ſon of Nethaniah ; and others.“ 
Iſhmael was related to the royal family, and there- 


/iteous, 


ed cir | # - F 

;ake i, I fr planned a deſign of making himſelf king of the 
enge had: with this view he formed a conſpiracy againſt 
blacken Gedaliah, in which he engaged Baalis, the king of 


Ammon but Johonan, the ſon of Kareah, having got 

intelligence of it, he and all the chief men went to 

Gedaliah, and informed him of his danger, which they 

propoſed to prevent by killing Iſhmael: Gedaliah be- 

ing conſcious of his own integrity, and naturally of a 
benign and generous diſpoſition, could not believe, 

that a man he had never injured, would harbour ſuch 

treacherous deſigns againſt him, therefore continued to 
confide in the friendſhi p of Iſhmael; who ſhortly after, 
paid him a viſit with ten of his companions, at a time 
| when the people were gathering in the fruits of the 
land, and conſequently diſperſed in diſtant places. 
had | Gedaliah, free from ſuſpicion, kindly invited them to 
his table; when in the midſt of the feſtive enter- 
tainment, which his generoſity had provided for their 
refreſhment, Iſhmael ſmote him with the ſword, and 
flew him, and after vards killed a great number of the 
Jews and Chaldeans who were in Mizpah, and too' 
| the 
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the reſt captive: the next day hearing of eighty men 
who were going to Jeruſalem on a religious account, 
to offer ſacrifices at the place where the Temple for- 
merly ſtood, Iſhmael intercepted them, and murdered 
the whole number excepting ten, who, for the te. 
demption of their lives, agreed to give up the treaſure: 
of wheat, and of barley, of oil, and of honey, which 
they had, agreeably to the uſual cuſtom in times of 
danger, hid in pits which they had dug and covered 
over in the field. Amongſt the captives whom Ih. 
mael took, were ſome of the late King's daughters, 
whom Nebuzar-adan, the Babylonian general, had 
committed to the care of Gedaliah ; with theſe and 
the reſt of his priſoners, he went towards the land of 
the Ammonites, with a view to get a reinforcement 
there, to aſſiſt him in his purpoſe of obtaining the go- 
vernment over the land of Iſrael. But when Johanzn, 
and all the captains of the forces that were with him, 
heard of the evil which he had wrought, they af 
ſembled their men, in order to puniſh him for his 
treachery ; the captives who were with Iſhmael, having 
intelligence of their deſign, made their eſcape from ; 
him, and joined their brethren ; but Iſhmae! being in- | yo 
formed of Johanan's approach, fled with all poſi.ble 
ſpeed (accompanied with eight men) to the Amme 


nites, on which Johanan collected together the remnan: N 
of the people, who had been under the government la 
of Gedaliah; and not thinking themſelves ſafe at Mi 1 
pah, thex removed to Bethlehem, with an intention tc N 

go into Egypt; but ſtopped at that place, in order t F x 
conſult the prophet Jeremiah, who anſwered them «©: | 


you will read in the following ſection. 


SEC TL: 


d 1 


4 
c 


zhty men 

account, 8 E C ; . 

ple for. E 

bens ; FOG PROPHECY TO THE MEN OF JUDAH 
the re | "WHO WERE LEPT IN THE LAND. 


oy; : | N D it came to paſs after ten days, that. 
times of j A the word of the LorD came unto. 
covered b Jeremiah. 

2m In. WF Then called he Johanan the ſon of Ka- 

Shters, | reah, and all the captains of the forces which 

: 3 f were with him, and all the people from the 

and or leaſt even to the greateſt. | 
emen: And faid unto them, Thus ſaith the Logp 

ie g the Gob of Iſrael, unto whom ye ſent me to 

3 preſent your ſupplication before him; 

y . If ye will ſtill abide in this land, then will 

Ek I build you and not pull you down, and I 

wing will plant you and not pluck you up: for I 

from repent me of the evil that I have done unto 
Log you. 

55 Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of 
. whom ye are afraid; be not afraid of him, 

ent | faith the Loxp: for I am with you to ſave 
12 you, and to deliver you from his hand. 

to And I will ſhew mercies unto you, that he 


may have mercy upon you, and cauſe you to 
return to your own land, 
Bu 


5 „ 
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But if ye ſay, We will not dwell in thi, 
land, neither obey. the voice of the Logy 
your God, 

Saying, No: but we will go into the 
land of Egypt, where we ſhall ſee no war, 
nor hear the ſound of the trumpet, nor laue 
hunger of bread ; and there will we dwell: 

(And now therefore hear the word of the this C 
Lox, ye remnant of Judah, Thus ſaith the {WF Fo 
Lox of hoſts the Gop of Iſrael, If ye wholly N Fat 
ſet your faces to enter into Egypt, and go Pray 
to ſojourn there) © acco 

Then it ſhall come to paſs, that the ſword E ſhall 


which ye feared ſhall overtake you there in A&A 
the land of Egypt, and the famine whereof ME you 
ye were afraid, ſhall follow cloſe after you the 
there in Egypt; and there ye ſhall die. hi 

So ſhall it be with all the men that ſer their 1 |! 
faces to go into Egypt to ſojourn chere; die 


they ſhall die by the ſword, by the famine, N pel 


and by the peſtilence; and none of them 80 
ſhall remain or eſcape from the evil that! 
will bring upon them. | \ 
For thus ſaith the Lokp of hoſts, the God FW 
of Iſrael, As mine anger and my fury hath 3 
been poured forth upon the inhabitants of 6, 
Jeruſalem; ſo ſhall my fury be pourcd forth {MW v 


upon 


+. 
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Ippon you; when ye ſhall enter into Egypt; 
End ye ſhall be an execration, and an aſto- 
E-hment, and a curſe, and a reproach; and 
Je ſhall ſee this place no more. 

| The Logp- hath faid concerning you, O 
i ye temnant of Judah, Go ye not into Egypt: 
know certainly that I have admoniſhed you 
| this day. | 


uh the WF For ye diſſembled in your hearts when ye 


Wholly ſent medunto the Lorp your Gob, ſaying, 
nd co WF Pray for us unto the Lob our Gop: and 
according unto all that the LORD our Gop 


{word f ſhallfay, ſo declare unto us, and we will do it. 


cre in WF And now I have this day declared it to 


hereof you: but ye have not obeyed. the voice of 

” you the Lonp your Gov, nor any thing for the 
E which he hath ſent me unto you. 

ther Now therefore know certainly that ye ſhall 

icre; die by the ſword, by the famine, and by the 

nine, peſtilence, in the place whither ye deſire to 

hem go, and to ſojourn. 


at 1 ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


You find, my dear, that the infinite mercy of Gop 


od would have been extended to the Jews who remained 
lath in the land, if they would have reformed their lives, 
of and ſubmitted to the divine commands ; but notwith- 


ſtanding they had ſeen deſolation {pread far and near, 
_ by famine, ſword, and fire; and had greatly felt the 
"- | effects 
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effects of theſe calamities, which had been long threat. 
ned for the impiety and diſobedience of the nation, 
they remained irreclaimable. 

They pretended indeed, to be deſirous of conducting 
themſelves in conformity to the divine will; but the 
generality of them were #»/ncere, which occafioned 
the prophet to reprove them in the name of Guy, 
(who knoweth what paſſes in the ſecret recciles of the 
mind) for their abominable hypocriſy. 

The leaders of this wretched band of fugitives, 
Azariah and Johanan, with other proud and arrogant 
men, reproached the prophet with faiſhood, and id 
that he had not been inſpired by Gop to addreſs them 
in theſe terms, but ſpake by the inſtigation of Baruch 
the ſon of Neriah; they therefore perſiſted in tlicir 
purpoſe, and compelled him and Baruch to accompany 
them into Egypt, where they arrived with all their 
company. A ſhort time afterwards, the word , th: 
Loxp came unto Jeremiah, commanding him to pro- 
pheiy *, that Nebuchadnezzar ſhould ſubdue the 
land of Egypt; and that as the remnant cf Judah, 
who had taken ſhelter in this Jand, refuſed, like their 
forefathers, to be admoniſhed for their good, and 
preſumptuouſly imitated them in the fins, for which 
the LoRD had been provoked to. deſtroy them; Gon 
ewould ſet his face againſt thoje alſo for evil, and i cut 
them off, and would puniſh theſe who dwelt in El, 6: 


he puniſhed Feruſalem, You will wonder to her Ui 


their invincible obſtinacy, but may read in the folic. 
ing ſection, that they had neither love nor fear of ts 
SUPREME BEING, ſufhcient to incline them to 1cturt 
to their duty, 
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SECT. XLV. 


nant; 4 | S 
e parsuurrIOR AND IMpiETY of THE REu- 
; but the 4 £ 
caſione] var or JUDAH who RETIRED INTO THE 
Callone . | 
Et N E . 
'S of t] ; f 
i WHEN all the men which knew that 


cities, WW & their wives had burned incenſe unto 
rogant other gods, and all the women that ſtood by, 
nd tai 2 great multitude, even all the people that 
5 them delt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, an- 


25h f ſwered Jeremiah, ſaying, 

2p As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken un- 

tie do us in the name of the Lord, we will not 
:f th; hearken unto thee, 

pro-. WF But we will certainly do whatſoever thing 

Toy goeth forth out of our own mouth to burn 
e. incenſe unto the queen of heaven, and to 
ing pour out drink-offerings unto her, as we 
nich have done, we and our fathers, our kings 
ud our princes, in the cities of Judah and 


in che ſtreets of Jeruſalem : for then had we 


5 plenty of victuals, and were well, and ſaw 
8 no evil. 

But ſince we left off to burn incenſe to 
„the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink- 


offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, 


F. g | and 


| 
\ 
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and have been conſumed by the ſword and 
by the famine. 

And when we burned ITY to the queen | 
of heaven, and poured out drink-olFcrins 
unto her, did. we make her cakes to worſhi 
her, and pour out drink- offerings unto her 
without our men ? 

Then Jeremiah ſaid unto all the people, 
to the men and to the women, and to 21 the 
people which had given him that aufser, 
ſaying, 

The incenſe that ye burned in the cities 
of Judah and in the ſtreets of Jeruſaicn:, jc 
and your | fathers, your kings and your 
princes, and the people of the land, did not 
the Lord remember them, and came it not 


into his mind ? : all 
So that the Lorp could no longer bear be- Bel 
cauſe of the evil of your doings, and becauſe fait 
of the abominations which ye have cvm- be 
mitted: therefore is your land a delo!ation, WW da 
and an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, Ort U 
an inhabitant as at this day: 
Becauſe ye have burnt incenſe, and be- * 
cauſe ye have ſinned againſt the Losp, 1d th 
have not obeyed the voice of the LORο rn ſ 


walked in his law, nor in his ſtatutes, nor it tl 
his 
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This teſtimonies, therefore this evil is hap- 
pee ante you, as at this day. 

Moreover, Jeremiah ſaid unto all the peo- 
FRAD all the women, Hear the word of 
the LORD, all Judah that are in the land of 
FX 
Thus. ſaith the Logp of hoſts, the Gop of 
] | tine! faying, Ye and your wives have both 
all the L with your mouths, and fulfilled with 
x your and, ſaying, We will ſurely perform 
our yows that we have vowed, to burn in- 
pe to the queen of heaven, and to pour 
out drink-offeri gs unto her: ye will ſurely 
N D your vows, and ſurely perform 
your vows. 

Therefore hear ye the word of the Lox, 
* all Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt; 
Behold, I have ſworn by my great name, 
© faith the Lox D, that my name ſhall no more 
be named in the mouth of any man of Ju- 
dah in all the land of Egypt, ſaying, The 
Lord Gop liveth. 

Behold, I will watch over them for evil, 
and not for good: and all the men of Judah 
that are in the land of Egypt ſhall be con- 
or WW ſumed by the ſword, and by the famine, un- 
rin W tilthere be an end of them. 
his | Yet 
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Yet a ſmall number that eſcape the word 
ſhall return out of the land of Egypt ing 
the land of Judah; and all the remnant o 


Judah that are gone into the land of! Fon wut 
to ſojourn there, ſhall know whoſe word ſal the p 
ſtand, mine or theirs. | 5a 
And this ſhall be a ſign unto you, faith Hi 
Lon p, that I will puniſh: you in this plac Phi 
that ye may know that my words ſhall ſure 885 
ſtand againſt you for evil: | | the 
Thus faith the Loxp, Behold, I will g = 
Pharaoh-Hophra king of Egypt into the hau * 


of his enemies, and into the hand of then d 

that ſeek his life: as I gave Zedekiah king | þ 
of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzu ad 
king of Babylon his enemy, and that ſougt 
his life. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


One could ſcarcely have ſuppoſed, that any Peope 
would have acted in a manner fo inconſiſtent with th! 
light of reaſon, as to pay adoration to #nanimare ings; 
but for the Jews to do ſo, who had been ſo often . 
voured with divine revelations, is quite aftonifiiog; 


eſpecially, after they had beheld ſuch ſignal joy ment 
inflicted on their country, and were ſo kindly inetd 
to render themſelves objects of mercy by repei ten: 
and obedience. 
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the word The queen of heaven, to whom the Iſraelites paid 
Egypt 1 | adoration, is ſuppoſed to have been the moon; I need 


| not enlarge on the folly of idolizing this planet, as I 
am fare, my dear, you ſee the abſurdity of it; and 
4 muſt think thoſe Jews who did ſo, were deſerving of 
N the puniſhments denounced againſt them. 
F Sacred hiſtory makes no mention of Jeremiah 
after this period, but it is moſt likely that he died in 
N Egypt ſoon after. We find, in the collection of his pro- 
phecies, a number of predictions reſpecting other na- 
tions; againſt whom he was commanded to denounce 
the judgments of Gop for their wickedneſs, particu- 
will gire E larly the Philiſtines, Moabites, Ammonites, and 


"CmMnant of 
1 of Foy 
word ſh; 


1, ſaith th 
his Place 
141] ure 


the hand ; Edomites ; he likewiſe foretold the redemption of 1/rael, 
of then : of which I ſhall take notice in a ſubſequent part of 
. this hiſtory. 

lab «in; Now you have read of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 

adnezay and the puniſhments inflicted on the inhabitants of 
t fought Judea, we muſt next look back to thoſe who were 


2 


carried captive into I os 
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TR His rox or THE JEWS who wer CARRIE) 
CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON—Or Tur PRop Ar 
DANIEL—AnD, or KING NEBUCHADNEZ. 

ZAR. 


TN the third year of the reign of Jehoiz WF Jud: 
kim king of Judah, came Nebuchadnez. N Azat 

zar king of Babylon unto Jeruſalem, ad U 
beſieged it. | cave 
And the Loxp gave Jehoiakim king of nam 
Judah into his hand, with part of the veſſe) | Sha 
of the houſe of Gop : which he carricd in ] to ! 


the land of Shinar to the houſe of his ood; WF #t 
and he brought the veſſels into the treaſur:- WF wot 
houſe of his god. the 

And the king poke unto er a2 the dra 
maſter of his eunuchs, that he ſhould bing of 1 
certain of the children of Iſrael, and of tie ſelt 

king's ſeed, and of the princes; K* 

Children in whom was no blemiſh, bu vo 
well favoured, and ſkilful in all wiſdom, 2 WW eu 
cunning in knowledge, and underilonuinr MW 

ſcience, and ſuch as had ability in them iv W D 

ſtand in the king's palace, and wizoin Uy Wh ap 
might teach the learning and tongue 9! i Wow 

Chaldeans. 3 


a eee ęꝗ 4 ⁴œæ—:; — — 
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"And the king appointed them a daily pro- 
lviſon of the king's meat, and of the wine 
which he drank: fo nouriſhing them three 
(years, that at the end thereof they might 
[nd before the king. 

Now among theſe were of the children of 
j FP? Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and 

© Azariah : 

E Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs 
; gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the 
king of WW name of Belteſhazzar : and to Hananiah, of 
© veſſels WF Shadrach; and to Miſhael, of Meſhach; and 
cd in» to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 
is god; But Daniel purpoſed in his heart that he 
reaure. would not defile himſelf with the portion of 
the king's meat, nor with the wine which he 
42 the an: therefore he requeſted of the prince 
beg of the eunuchs that he might not defile him- 
ob the | car 
Now Gop had brought Danicl into fa- 
vour and tender love with the prince of the 
eunuchs. 

And the prince of the cunuchs ſaid vnto 
Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hach 
appointed your meat and your drink : for 
why ſhould he ſee your faces worſe liking 
than the children which are of your fort ? 
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then ſhall ye make me endanger my head ty 
the king. 

Then ſaid Daniel to ben the 
prince of the eunuchs had ſer over Dane, 
Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah, 

Prove thy ſervants, I beſeech thee, ten 
days; and let them give us pulſe to cat, ani Han 
water to drink. | | ſtood 

Then let our countenances be looked upon WB N 
before thee, and the countenance of the chil. gane 
dren that eat of the portion of the kins's MWhoun 
meat: and as thou ſeeſt, deal with thy fr. mag 


vants. | his! 
So he . to them in this matter, 

and proved them ten days. 1 
And at the end of ten days, their covnte- WF T! 


nances appeared fairer and fatter in fleſ tn W 
all the children which did eat a portion of We 
the king's meat. IF 

Thus Melzar took away the portion of cutt 
their meat, and the wine that they fond thei 
drink ; and gave them pulſe. a 

As for theſe four children, God gave then 
knowledge and ſkill in all learning and vn 
dom ; and Daniel had underſtanding in es k. 
viſions and dreams. av 
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Ny head th | ow at the end of the days that the king 
ad fad he ſhould bring them in, then the 
prince of the eunuchs brought them in be- 


ore Nebuchadnezzar. 
And the king communed with them: and 


Whom the 
er Daniel, 


thee, ten | bon them all was found none like Daniel, 
0 cat, and Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah; therefore 
ſtood they before the king. 
Ked upon N And in all matters of wiſdom and under- 
the chil. WE ſanding that the king enquired of them, he 
e kings found them ten times better than all the 
thy fr. i magicians and aſtrologers that were 1n all 
his realm. 
matter, | 
ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 
counte- MF The“ prophet Daniel, who was deſcended from the 
>{h thin MF royal family of David, was carried away in the firſt 


tion of | captivity, (which happened in the reign of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah) together with his friends Hananiah, 
Miſhael, and Azariah. It + was at that time the 
| cuſtom among conquerors, to change the names of 
mould their captives, Thoſe which were piven to theſe four 
| youths had a relation to the ides 3f the Babylonians, 
as their former ones had to the tf Gop. Dax EL, in 


tion of 


e then 
= the Hebrew tongue, ſignifies, Gop 7s my jadge BEI. 
( Vi „ * 
N TESHAZZAR, in the Chaldee, is, the treaſure of Baal. 
an a HANANIAH, in Hebrew, owell-pleafing to Gon : SHa- 
DRACH, in Chaldee, e inſpiration of the ſun: Mi- 
„ ® Stackhouſe on the Bible. + Calmet's Dictionary. 


O 2 SHAEL 
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SHAEL, in Hebrew, proceeding from Gov : Mes8acy, 
in Chaldee, belonging to the goddeſs Shiſhac : A: ARIAn, 
in Hebrew, Gop 7s my help : ABED-N Eo, in Chaldee, 
the ſervant of Nego; that is, the /n or the Morning 
far, both deities among the Babylonians, and ſo call; 
becauſe of their brightneſs. 

The maſter of the eunuchs ſignifies, the perſon 
who had the controul of the king's houſhold. 

Daniel and his friends, though very young men, te. 
ſolved ſteadfaſtly to adhere to the Divine Law, and 
on no account to eat what that law prohibited to the 
Jews. They * had allo, it is likely, another motive for 
refuſing, which was the cuſtom in moſt heathen nation; 
of making an oblation to their gods, by pouring the 
liquor on the ground, and burning part of the meat, 
before they eat or drank, as an acknowledgment that 
all they had came from their bounty: ſo _ every 
entertainment was a kind of ſacrifice to idols, and 
therefore theſe pious youths, looked upon whit cam? 
from the king's table as unclean. 

The + learning of the Chaldeans chiefly conſiſled in 
what they called aſtrology, (or a knowledge of the mo- 
tiors of the ſun, moon, and ſtars) the art of bull ding, 
and the art of war: theſe branches of knowledge the 
Jews might DE learn, and therefore you fn the 
young captives made great proficiency in them; and C 
ordained that their knowledge, which he enabled them 
to acquire to ſuch a degree, ſhould become a nicnn of 


| dolat 
Ito ha 
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Fvillin 
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F Led to 
eren © 
E that u 
E ences 
| neithe 
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procuring them that proſperity, which he had promied 
to thoſe who ſhou!d patiently endure their capti\ 4s, 
and preſerve their principles from corruption in %! 


* Stackhouſe. + Ibid, 
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þ,otrous country. Some of the Chaldeans profeſſed 
b fill in magical arts, but this was all deception ; 
| Ca real, it is very unlikely they would be 
E. to. communicate to the worſhippers 25 oy 
[Loty Jznovan, that knowledge which they pr 15 
F to derive from dels; for they made a myfte 70 5 
| ven to the generality of their own e 1 

that we may be certain, magic was not among! 2 ing 
; ences which Daniel and his companions f a * f 
| neither would thoſe who refuſed fun meat ” 5 
king's table, have ſubmitted to be DIM ts: . | 

| means they might obtain inſpiration from falſe deities. 
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Tax ConTinuarrion or THE Retcn of _ 
CHADNEZZAR Kino ov BABYLON, 
THE HISTORY or TAI CarTive JEWS, 


ND in the ſecond year of the reign 

of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar 

dreamed dreams, wherewith his ſpirit was 
troubled, and his ſleep brake from him, 

Then the king commanded to call the 
magicians, and the aſtrologers, and the ſor. 
cerers, and the Chaldeans, for to ſhew the 
king his dreams. So they came and ſtocd 
before the king, \- 

And the king faid unto them, I have 
dreamed a dream, and my ſpirit was trou- 
bled to know the dream. 

Then ſpake the Chaldeans to the king in 
Syriack, O king, live for ever : 

vants the "Ra and we will ſhew the in- 
terpretation. 

The king eee and ſaid to the Chai : 
deans, The thing is gone from me: if; 
will net make known unto me the dream 

with the interpretation thereof, ye ſhall be 
cut in pieces, and your houſes ſhall be made 


a dunghill, 


tell thy ſer. 


But 1 
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But if ye ſhew the dream, and the inter- 


pretation thereof, ye ſhall receive of me gifts 
NEB1. Wand rewards, and great honour: therefore 


N ax Whew me the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof. 

| They anſwered again and ſaid, Let the 
king tell his ſervants the dream, and we will 
| ſhew the interpretation of it. 

And the king anſwered and faid, I know 


© cauſe ye ſee the thing is gone from me. 
But if ye will not make known unto me 
ſtocd the dream, there is but one decree for you: 


for ye have prepared lying and corrupt 


:ave words to ſpcak before me, till the time be 
o- changed: therefore tell me the dream, and 
hall know that ye can ſhew me tlie interpre- 
in tation thereof. 
©. | The Chaldeans anſwered before the king, 
in- and faid, There is not a man upon the earth 
that can ſhew the king's matter: therefore 
|- | : there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that aſked 


ve f > Tuch things at any magician, or aſtrologer, 
or Chaldean. | 
[And it is a rare thing that the king re- 
: : quireth, and there is none other that can 


O 4 ſhew 


ol certainty that ye would gain the time, be- 


- 


— 
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mew it beſore the king, except the gods 
whoſe dwelling i is not with fleſh. 

For this cauſe the king was angry and 
very furious, and commanded to deſtroy al 
the wiſe men of Babylon. | 

And the dectee went forth that the wiſe 
men ſhould be flain: and they ſought Daniel 
and his fellows to be ſlain. 

Then Daniel anſwered with counſel and 
wiſdom to Arioch, the captain of the king's 
guard, which was gone forth to ſlay the wiſc 
men of Babylon. 

He anſwered and ſaid to Arioch the king's 
captain, W hy is the decree ſo haſty from the 
king? then Arioch made the thing known 
to Daniel. 55 

Then Daniel went in, and deſired of the 
king that he would give him time, and that 
he would ſhew the king the interpretation. 
Then Daniel went to his houſe, and made 
the thing known to Hanuaniah, Miſhael, and 
Azariah his companion: ; 

That they would defire mercies of the 
Gon of heaven concerning tb is ſecret ; that 
Daniel and his feliows ſhould not periſh 
with the reſt of the wiſe men of Babylon. 


Then 
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Then was the fecret revealed unto Daniel 
ua night viſion. Then Daniel bleſſed the 
God of heaven. 

Daniel anſwered and ſaid, Bleſſed be the 
name of God for ever and ever: for wiſdom 
and might are his: 

"And he changeth the times and the ſea- 
| ſons: he removeth kings, and ſetteth up 
| kings: he giveth wiſdom unto the wile, 
and knowledge unto them that know under- 
ſanding. 
| "He revealeth the deep and ſecret things: : 
be knoweth what is in the darkneſs, and the 
light dwelleth with him. 

I thank thee, and praiſe thee, O thou Gop 
of my fathers, who haſt given me wifdom 
and might, and haſt made known unto me 
now what we deſired of thee: for thou haft 
now made known unto us the king's matter. 
Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, 
whom the king had ordained to deſtroy the 
wiſe men of Babylon : he went and ſaid thus 
unto him, Deſtroy not the wiſe men of Baby- 
lon : bring me in before the king, and I will 

ſhew unto the king the interpretation. : 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before 
10 © king in | haſte, 2 ſaid thus unto him, 

O 5 1 have 
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I have found a man of the captives of Judah At 
that will make known unto the king the in- af thy 


terpretation. 1 AP} 
The king anſwered. and ſaid to Daniel imag 
whoſe name was Belteſhazzar, Art thou neſs. 
able to make known unto me the dream ce f 
which I have ſeen, and: the interpretation 1 7 
thereof? | | Y | brea 
Daniel anſwered in the preſence of the MW his t 
king, and ſaid, The ſecret which the king HH 
hath demanded cannot the wiſe men, the WF part 
aſtrologers, the magicians,. the ſoothſayers, 1 1 
2 ſkew unto the king; ; witt 
But there is a God in heaven that reveal- his 
eth ſecrets, and maketh known to the king ; ther 


Nebuchadnezzar what ſhall be in the latter F A 
days. Thy dream and the viſions of thy ly 


head upon thy bed, are theſe: tie 
As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came me 
into thy mind upon thy bed what ſho ! the 
come to pals hereafter; and he that revcal- = anc 
eth ſecrets, maketh known unto. thee what | gre 
ſhall come to pals. | 
But as for me, this ſecret is. not vealed int 

to me for any wiſdom that J have more than | 
any living, but for their ſakes that ſh:!. | y 
| 


make known the interpretation to the king, 
Au 
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hd that thou mighteſt Know the thoughts 
of thy heart. 

Thou, O king, ſaweſt, oy behold a great 
image. This great image, whoſe bright- 
neſs was excellent ſtood before thee; and 


the form thereof was terrible. 


This image's head was of fine gold, his 
breaſt and his arms. of ſilver, his belly and 
his thighs of braſs. 

His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and 
part of clay. a | 

Thou ſaweft till that a ſtone was cut out 
without hands, which ſmote the image upon 
his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake 


them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the braſs, the 


ſilver, and the gold broken to pieces toge- 


ther, and became like the chaff of the ſum- 
mer threſhing-floors ; and the wind carried 
them away that no place was found for them: 
and the ſtone that ſmote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
This is the dream: and we will tell the 
interpretation thereof before the king. n 
Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for 
the Gob of heaven hath given thee a king- 


dom, power, and ſtrength, and glory. 


CF-6 And 
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And | whereſoever the children of men 
dwell, the beaſts of the field, and the fowl; 
of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, 
and hath made thee ruler over them all. 
Thou art this head of gold. 
And after thee ſhall ariſe another king- 
dom inferior to thee, and another third Kking- 


dom of braſs, which ſhall bear rule over all 
the earth. | | 


And the-fourth kingdom ſhal] be ſtrong 
as iron: foraſmuch as iron breaketh in pieces 
and ſubdueth all things: and as iron that 
breaketh äll theſe, ſhall it break in pieces 
and bruiſe. | 

And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet and toes 
part of potter's clay and part of iron, the 


kingdom:iſhall be divided; but there ſhall 


be in it of the ſtrength of the iron, foraſ- 
much as thou ſaweſt the iron mixed with 
miry clay. 77 

Aud as the toes of FA cn were part of 
iron and part of clay, fo the kingdom fhall 
be partly ſtrong and partly broken. 

And whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed with 
miry clay, they ſhall mingle themſelves with 
the ſeed of men, but they ſhall not cleave one 

to 
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omother, even as 1ron 1s not mixed with 


d in the days of theſe kings ſhall FAY 
Gop of heaven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall. 


never be deſtroyed ::and the kingdom ſhalt 

| not be left to other people, but it ſhall break 

in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, 
and it ſhall ſtand for ever: 


Foraſmuch as thou faweſt that the ſtone 
was cut out of the mountain without hands, 
and that it brake in pieces the iron, the braſs, 
the clay, the ſilver, and the gold; the great 
Gop hath made known to the king, what 
ſhall come to paſs hereafter: and the dream 
is certain, and the interpretation thereof 
ſure. 

Then the * Nebuchadnezzar fell upon 
his face, and worſnipped Daniel, and com- 
manded that they ſhould. offer an oblation 
and ſweet odours unto him. 

The king anſwered unto Daniel, and | faid, 


| Of a truth it is that your Gop is a Gop of 
gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer 


of ſecrets, ſeeing thou couldeſt reveal this 


ſecret. 


Then the king mode Daniel a great man, 


| and gave him many great gifts, and made 


him 
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him ruler over the whole province of Baby. 
lon, and chief of the governors over all the 

wiſe men of Babylon. 

Then Daniel requeſted of the king, and 
he ſet Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed- nego 
over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 
but Daniel ſat in the gate of the e king. 


ANNOTATIONS AND ' REFLECTIONS. 


The SUPREME a. who had appointed Ne- 
buchadnezzar to be his ſervant, in reſpect to the 
judgments which his infinite wiſdom ſaw fit to bring on 
different nations for their crimes, revealed unto him 
(in the viſions of the night) what ſhould happen atter- 
wards; and that he might know it was not a common 
dream and diſregard it, obliterated from his memory ti: 
particular circumſtances of it; but impreſſed his mind 
with an earneſt defire to recollect them, and to 6b 
tain, if poſſible, an interpretation: thoſe who wer: 
diſtinguiſhed by the denomination of c men, had 
no knowledge beyond what may be acquired iy 
human means, therefore it was utterly impoſſible tor 


them to give the king any ſatisfaction. Nebuck:- = yt 
nezzar had not been accuſtomed to diſappointment 1: WE. 
his demands; and as ſome of the magicians had, on 1 . 
other occaſions, pretended to ſupernatural ſkill, he con. J x 


demned the whole body of them to inſtant dent!“ | 
as a ſet of impoſtors; but the Lox b gpracicuily | 
prevented their deſtruction, by revegling to Dante! ; 
that he ſhould be enabled to tell the king the drea:., 
and the interpretation thereof: waen he had informe:. 
tus 


Ne. 
O the 
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him 
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1 friends that he had engaged to do ſo, and enjoin⸗ | 
ed them to offer up fervent prayers to Gop, he re- 
tired i in-order to prepare his mind for the divine inſpi- 
ration which his faith encouraged him to expect, from 
the aſſurance he had already received, that.Gop would 
reveal the matter to him. Whether Daniel was waking 
or aſleep when the viſion was revealed to him, is a point 
of no importance to us, ſince its agreement with Ne- 
buchadnezzar's dream, proves that it proceeded from 
Go. 

When Daniel had 1 cha to Gop, he 
haſtened to the king's preſence, and addrefling himſelf 
to the monarch as the meſſenger of the Lox, he re- 
lated to him the dream, and the interpretation of it. 
Tneed not repeat the particular circumſtances, as you 
have already read them ; but ſhall inform you, that by 
the different emblems of metals and fones, Gop intended 
to fignify to Nebuchadnezzar, the ſeveral empires that 
were to be in the world. The Aſſyrian or Chaldean is 
repreſented by gold, becauſe it was the firſt, and the moſt 


magnificent, if not the moſt extenſive; and Nebuchad- 
nezzar being then on the throne, 1s ſaid to be the 


head of it. That of filver, 1s the Perſian; that of 
braſs, the Grecian ; that of iron, the Roman. When 
you read the hiſtory of theſe ſucceſive empires, you 
will fee the wonderful completion of theſe prophecies, 


By the kingdom which was never to be deſtroyed, was 


meant the kingdom of the MEss1an. 

Nebuchadnezzar readily acknowledged his convic- 
tion that Daniel was actually acquainted with his 
dream, which he now perfectly recollected. Struck 
with aſtoniſhment at this amazing circumſtance, he 

| readily 


{1 d Fg 


— 
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readily confeſſed, that Daniel's Gop, was Gov of gd, 

and Lorp of kings; and he would even have paid di- 

vine honours to Daniel as his miniſter : Nebuchad- 

= nezzar was therefore inexcufable for continuing in ido- 

latry, ſince the Lox p had revealed Himſelf to him, aud 

» Furniſhed him avith the means of information in reſp t1 

his duty; for Daniel, without doubt, would have glac!y 

inſtructed him: nothing therefore was wanting to 
compleat his converſion, but a willing mind. 

5 This * event is ſuppoſed to have happened in the 


ſeventh year of Jehoiachim, before the ſiege of Jeru- 
ſalem. 2 


- # Prideaux's Connection, 


Et * 


pad. WE. SECT. XVII. 

buchad. 5 

in ido. Taz Continuation or THe REIN of NE- 
im, ond BUCHADNEZZAR, AND THE HISTORY OF THE 

e CAPTIVE JEWS. 

Bladly EBUCHADNEZ Z AR the king 


1 made an image of gold, whoſe, height 
was threeſcore cubits, and the breadth thereof 
fix:cubits : he ſet it up in the plain of Dura 
in the province of Babylon. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king ſent to 
gather together the princes, the governors, 
and the captains, the judges, the treaſurers, 
the counſellors, the ſheriffs, and all the ru- 
lers of the provinces, to come to the dedi- 
cation of the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had ſet up. | 

Then the princes, the governors, and cap- 
tains, the judges, the treaſurers, the coun- 
ſellors, the ſheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces were gathered together unto the de- 
dication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had ſet up. And they ſtood before 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up. 

Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is 
commanded, O Peng „nations, and lan- 
guages, 


in the 
Jeru. 


That 
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That at what time ye hear the ſound of 
the cornet, flute, -harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, 
dulcimer, and all kinds of muſick, ye ſhall 
fall down and worſhip the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath ſet up: 

And whoſo falleth not down and worſhip- 
peth, ſhall the ſame hour be caſt into tlic 
midſt of a burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore at that time, when all the pco- 
ple heard the ſound of the corner, flute, 
harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and all kinds of 
muſick, all the people, the nations, and the 
languages fell down and worſhipped the 
golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
hath ſet up. 

Wherefore at that time certain deans 
came near, and accuſed the Jews, * 

They ſpake and ſaid to the king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, O king, live for ever. 

Thou, O king, haſt made a decree, that 
every man that ſhall hear the ſound of the 
corner, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of muſick, ſhall fal! 
down and worſhip the golden image. 

And whoſo falleth not down and worſhip 


peth, that he ſhould be caſt into the midſt of 


a burning fiery furnace, 
There 
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There are certain Jews whom thou haſt 


| ſet over the affairs of the province of Baby- 


lon, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego; 
theſe men, O king, have not regarded thee: 


| they ſerve not thy gods, nor worſhip the 


golden image which thou haſt ſet up. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and 


fury. commanded to bring Shadrach, Me- 
hach, and Abed-nego. Then they brought 
| theſe men before the king, 


Nebuchadnezzar ſpake, and ſaid unto 


ö them, 1s it true, O Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego? do not ye ſerve my gods, nor 
Vorſhip the golden image which I have ſet 
| up? 


Now if ye be ready that at what time ye 
hear the ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
fackbut, pſaltery, and dulcimer, and all 
kinds of muſick, ye fall down and worſhip 
the image which I have made, well: but if 
ye worſhip not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame 
hour into the midſt of a burning fiery fur- 
nace: and who is that God that ſhall deliver 

you out of my hands? 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, an- 
fnered and faid to the king, O Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 


i 

it 
j 
j 
| 
| 
q! 


zs NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S RAGE. 


they ſhould heat the furnace one ſeven times 


nezzar, we are not careful to anſwer thee in 
this: matter: I Y 3 nit s + 

If it be ſo, our Gob whom we ſerve, i; 
able, to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine 
band, An ˙ ˙màm 3374 

But if not, be it known unto heb, O king, 
that we will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip 
the golden image which thou haſt ſet up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, 
and the form of his viſage was changed a- 
gainſt Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nepo: 
therefore he ſpake and commanded that 


more than it was wont to be heat. 

And he commanded the moſt mighty 
men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meſhach, and 'Abed-nego, and to caſt them 
into the burning fiery furnace. 

Then theſe men were bound in their 
coats, their hoſen, and their hats, and their 
other garments, and were caſt into the mid! 
of the burning fiery furnace. ; 

Therefore becauſe the king's command- | 4 
ment was urgent, and the furnace excced- |Þ © 


ing het, the flame of the fire ſlew thoſe men 
I that 
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aa took up nn eee and r 

Abed-nego. tn 

A theſe t. n men, Shades Meſhach, 

nd Abed- -nego, fell down bound into the 

midſt of the burning fiery furnace v. 
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was aſto- 


niſhed, and roſe up in haſte, and ſpake and 
| (aid unto his counſellors, Did not we caſt 
| three men bound into the midſt of the fire? 
| they anſwered and ſaid unto the king, True, 


0 king. 


He anſwered 3 faid, Lo, I ſee four men 


| looſe walking in the midft of the fire, and 


they have no hurt: and the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of Gop. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the 
mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and 
ſpake and ſaid, Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego, ye ſervants of the moſt high 
Gor, come forth, and come hither. Then 
Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego came 


forth in the midit of the fire. 


And the princes, governors and canis 
and the king's counſellors being gathered 
together, ſaw theſe men upon whole bodies 


» See the ſong of the three children, in the Apocrypha. 
the 


3% NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DECREE. 

the fire had no power, nor. was an hair of 
their head ſinged, neither were their coat; 
changed, nor the ſmell of fire had paſſed 
on them. 

Then e pate; and ſaid, 
Bleſſed be the Gop of Shadrach, Meſhagh, 
and Abed- -NCgo, who hath ſent his angel, 
and delivered his ſervants that truſted in 
him, and have changed the king's word, 
and yielded their bodies, that they might 
not ſerve nor a . On Arco their 


on Gov. 
| Therefore I make a decree, That every 


people, nation and language which ſpeak: 
any thing amiſs againſt the Gop of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, ſhall be 
cut in pieces, and their houſes ſhall be made 
a dunghill : becauſe there is no other god 
that can deliver after this ſort. 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and Abed-nego in the province of 
Babylon. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Nebuchadnezzar, after his return from the Jewiſh 
war, and the conqueſt of Syria, commanded the golden 
ſtatue you have now read of, to be erected in the plains 
of Dura; it was, including the pedeſtal, thirty yards 


3 in 
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in heighe, and ſuppoſed to have been dedicated to Bel 


his idol. | 
This ambitious king, ſeems in the proſecution of 


his conqueſts, to have forgotten the ALMIGHTY Gop, 
who had revealed himſelf to him by the prophet Da- 


niel, as you read in a former ſection. 


The puniſhment of being thrown into a burning 


| fiery furnace, was uſual in Chaldea, and muſt have 
| been very dreadful at any rate; but on this occaſion, 
| you find it was heated to an uncommon degree. Sha- 
| drach Meſhach, and Abed-nego, notwithſtanding the 
| torments prepared for them, perſiſted in refuſing to pay 
| adoration to an idol; aſſuring themſelves, that the Lox D 
would ſuſtain them in the fiery trial. You already 
: know how miraculouſly they were delivered ; but I beg 
you will remark their piety and noble confidence in 
J the power, goodneſs, and faithfulneſs of Gop, who ſo 
y wonderfully delivered them according to the promiſes 
2 he had repeatedly made, that he would never forſake 


thoſe who were ſteadfaſt to their duty, and truſted in 
his word. | 
It is ſuppoſed, that by the Son of Gop, whom the 
king ſaw with Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, 
we may underſtand an angel; but it is of no conſe- 
quence to ſearch after the preciſe meaning of this par- 
ticular expreſſion, fince it is evident, that it muſt have 
been by the power of the Log p that the fire was pre- 
vented from hurting them. 
Nebuchadnezzar was once more convinced of the 
emnipotence of the SUPREME BEING: happy would it 
have been for him, if he had, from this conviction, 
forſaken idolatry, and continued to worſhip Gop alone. 


Con. 


312 81E GE OF TYRE: 


ConTixvaTion or THE Hisrour or NEZ3V. 
CHADNE Z Z AR, KING or BABYLON: 


HIS ConguesTs OVER THE HEATHEN NA. 
TIONS, AGREZBABLE TO THE ESED1CTION; 
EE or THE PROPHETS. 


Mott * two years after the deſtruction of Jeruſa. 
lem, Nebuchadnezzar went again into Syria, and laid 
fiege to Tyre. It was a ſtrong and wealthy city, which 
had never yet ſubmitted to any foreign empire, and 
Was at that time famous for its traffick and merchan- 

dize; by which ſeveral of its inhabitants had enriched 
themſelves to ſuch a degree, that they were able to vie 
with princes in ſplendor and magnificence. It was 
built by the Zidonians, two hundred and forty year; 
before the building of the Temple of Solomon at 
Jeruſalem. Nebuchadnezzar had great difficultics in 
fubduing Tyre, which reſiſted him for thirteen years, 
but at length yielded to this mighty conqueror, who 
had been appointed by the Lox» to puniſh the Tyrians 
for their accumulated wickedneſs; and by the down- 
fal of this opulent and powerful city, were partly 
fulfilled the predictions concerning it, which are a- 
mong the prophecies of Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and Eze- 
kiel : ſome of theſe I ſhall have occaſion to ſhew you 
in another part of our hiſtory ; it is therefore ſufficient 
juſt to mention them at preſent. 

Whilſt Nebuchadnezzar lay at the fiege of Tre, 
Nebuzaradan, his general, being ſent by him with part 
of his army, invaded the land of Iſrael, to take re- 
renge, as is ſuppoſed, for the death of Gedeliah : in 


* Prideaux's Connection. 
which 


NEB! 


which es 
dred anc 
Perhaps 
threatni 
the Lo x 
the divi 
regard { 
it prove 
with th 
ſerved 
had rez 
remain 
fully 0 
of its f 


| the nu 


fulfille 
Aft. 


monite 
| city, 
| that c 
| of th 
| This 
; the pꝰ 
who 2 
or t 
: which 
C for tl 


Dr 


© natio 
| Edor 
kaſſec 


NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S CONQUESTS. 313 


which expedition he carried away captive ſeven hun- 
tied and forty-five perſons who remained in the land. 
Perhaps this ſmall remnant had been reſtrained by the 
threatnings which Jeremiah denounced in the name of 
te Lon v , againſt all thoſe who ſhould, in. defance of 
thedivine command, go into Egppt; if fo, we may 
regard their captivity.as a merciful diſpenſation, ſince 
it proved the means of their being comfortably ſettled 
with the reſt of their brethren in Babylon ; and pre- 
ſeryed them from the repeated moleſtation which they 
had reaſon to expect from different quarters, if they 
remained defenceleſs in Judea. By this captivity was 
fally compleated the deſolation of the land, no more 
| of its former inhabitants being now left in it, and all 
the numerous prophecies concerning it were amply 
fulfilled. | 

After this, Nebuzaradan marched againſt the Am- 
| monites, and having deſtroyed Rabbah, their royal 


ears, 
Dh | city, and made great deſolation by fire and ſword in 
NR | that country, he carried their king, princes, and moſt 
own. of the powerful people of the land into captivity, 
arty Ml This was done by the Babyloniſh general, to revenge 
© . the part they had taken in the murder of Gedaliah ; 
Do who at the ſame time that he puniſhed the Ammonites 
you } for this crime in particular, inflited thoſe judgments 
icnt Which the prophets had foretold ſhould fall on them 
; for their idolatry and wickedneſs *. 

re, During the ſiege of Tyre, the other neighbouring 
bart ; nations, namely, the Philiſtines, the Moabites, the 
re- Edomites, the Zidonians, ſeem alſo to have been har- 
in Fad and broken by the excurſion of the Babylonians, 


* Jer. xlix. Ezck. xxv. Zeph. ii. 


ch w. p and 
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and to have had all thoſe evils inflited on them 

which were threatened in the name of the Lokd by 

Haizh, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel“. | 

In the fourteenth year after the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem, Ezekiel had many wonderful viſions concern. 
ing the future ſtate of the Church of Gop; but these 
are too difficult for you to conſider as yet. 

The ſame year the judgments which the prophets 
had denounced againſt Pharaoh-Hophra, King of Egypt, 
began to operate againſt him: great conſpiracies were 
formed in that kingdom. The conqueſt of Tyre was 
in the mean time concluded : Nebuchadnezzar, after a 
ſiege of thirteen years continuance, made him felt 
maſter of it, and utterly deſtroyed the place; but be- 
fore it came to this extremity, the inhabitants Had be. 
moved their effects into an iſland about half a mil: 
diſtant from the ſhore, and there built them a ney city; 


5 


and therefore when Nebuchadnezzar entered that which 
he had ſo long beſieged, he found but little to reward 
his ſoldiers: in revenge he raſed the whole town t9 
the ground, and flew all he found in it: after this 
it never roſe to be any thing more than a village, 
known by the name of old Tyre; but the city on the 
iſland afterwards became famous, and was called Tyre. 

Nebuchadnezzar and his army endured a variety of 
hardihips and diſappoietments, in the ſervice which 
the Loxp appointed them againſt Tyre. Cov 
therefore by his prophet Ezekiel, promiſed them, :- a 
reward, the ſpoils of Egypt: this prophecy was fo 1. 
markably fulfilled, that I will give it you in thc pro- 
phet's own words, | 


*Iſaiah xv, xvis Jer, xvii, xlviii, Ixix. Ezek. xx, XXXV 
CT / 
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ait the Load Gov, Behold, I am againſt 
thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great dragon that lieih 
in the midſt of his rivers which hath ſaid, My river tis 


| ming don, and 1 have made it fer myſelſ. 


But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and J will cauſe the 


. of thy rivers to flick unto thy ſcales, and J will bring 


thee up v. of the midſt of thy rivers, and all the fiſþ of 
| thy rivers ſpall Rick unto thy ſcales. 


And I will lea ve thee thrown iuto the wilderneſs, thee 
and all the fiſh of thy rivers : thou falt fall upon the 
open fields ; thou ſhalt not be brought together, ner ga- 
thered: I have given thee for meat to the beaſts of the 


fell, and to the fowls of the heaven. 


And all the inhabitants of Fgypt ſpall know that I am 
th Lon p, becauſe they have been a taff of reed to the 
houſe of 1/rael. 

When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didſt 
break, and reud all their ſpoulelen + and when they Teaned 
upon thee, thou brealeſ/}, and — — all their loins to be 
at a ftand. 

Therefore thus ſaith the LoD Go, Behold, I will 
bring a fword upon thee, and cut off man and beaſt out 
ef thee. 

And the land of Egypt ſhall be deſolate and waſte ; 
and they ſpall know that I am the LoRx D; becauſe he 
bath ſaid, The river is mine, and I have made it. 

Behold therefore, I am anainft thee, and againſt thy 
rivers, and I will make the land of Fgvpt utterly waſle 


and deſolate, from the toxver of Syene even unto the border 


of Ethiopia, 


* Ezek. xxx. 
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No. feet of man ſhall paſs through it, nor foot of leaf 
ſpall paſs through it, neither ſhall it be inhabited forty years, 
And I will make the land of Egypt deſolate in 1h 
midſt of the countries that are deſolate, and her cities 
among the cities that are laid waſte, ſhall be d ſolot, 
forty years: and 1 will ſcatier the Egyptians amcung 5 
nations, and will diſterſe them through the countries. 
Yet thus ſaith the Lox Dp Gon, At the end of forty 


years will I gather the E ian from the people whither 
they avere ſcattered. 


And I will bring again the caplivity of Egypt, as 
ewill cauſe them to return into the land of Pathros, i115 
the land of their habitation; and they ſhall be there a 
. baſe kingdom. 

It fhall be the baſeft of the kingdoms ; neither Spal it 
exalt itſelf any more above the nations: for I will di- 
miniſb them, that they ſhall no more rule over the nations. 

And it fall be no more the coufidence of the houſe f 
Lrael, which bringeth their iniquity to * 


ewhen they ſpall loo after them Cut they ſhall know ! 
1 am the LoRD God. 


And it came to paſs in the PID and twentieth year, 
zn the firſt month, in the firſt day of the month, the word 
of the LoRD came unto Ezekiel qa ing, 

Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caujcd 
his army to ſerve a great ſervice azainft Tyrus : every 
head was made bald, and every ſhoulder was peeled ; et 
had he no wages nor his army fir Tyrus, for the ſervice 
that he had ſerved againſt iu. 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lox D Gop, Behold, I ci 


give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar king of Ve 


bylon : and he ſpall tube her multitude, and take 
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| ſail, and take her prey; and it ſhall be the wages | for 
lit army. 


have given him the land of Egypt for his labour 
eherewith he ſerved againſt it, becauſe they wrought for 
me, ſaith the Lon D Gov. 


By this prophecy, which was revealed to Ezekiel 
during the kege of Tyres we may learn, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar (though he knew it not) was the ſervant of the 
Lo p in reſpe& to the deſtruction of the different na- 
tions; they were /n/ul, and therefore deſerving. of pu- 
mfbment ; he was ambitions, therefore a fit inflrument of 
their chaſti/ement ; accordingly, the very next year im- 
mediately after the ſiege of Tyre, the king of Babylon 
taking advantage of the inteſtine diviſions in Egypt, 
marched with his army thither, overrun the whole 
land, and made miſerable devaſtation ; flew multi- 
tudes of its inhabitants, and reduced the country to 
ſuch a ruinous tate, that it did not recover for forty 
years afterwards, Nebuchadnezzar having loaded 
himſelf and his army with the rich ſpoils of this coun- 
try, and brought it into ſubjection to him, he came to 
terms with Amaſis, who had revolted from Pharaoh- 
Hophra, and uſurped the throne; and having con- 
firmed him in the kingdom as his deputy » Nebuchad- 


nezzar returned to Babylon. 


During this ravage of the land of Egypt, moſt of 
the Jews who had fled thither after the murder of 
Gedaliah, fell into the hands of the Babylonians; 
many of them they flew, others they took priſoners 


the few that eſcaped, ſaved themſelves by fleeing out of 
Egypt into different countries. After Nebuchadnez- 


Zar was gone out of Egypt, Pharach- Hophra colle&- 
*.1 ing 
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ing together an army of foreigners, marehed apart 
Amaſis, and gave him battle; in which being yan- 
quiſhed and taken priſoner, he was carried to his own 
palace in the city of Sais, and there ſtrangled. By 
theſe events were compleated all the prophecies of 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel, concerning him and his people; 
particularly that of Jeremiah refpecting his death, 1: 
is ſaid of this prince, by a heathen writer, that in the 
pride oF his heart he vaunted that it was not in the 
Fowver of Gop himſelf to diſpoſſeſs him of his fingdoni;“ 
which agrees with what Ezekiel charged him with, 
his ſaying hat the river was his, &c, There are many 
other predictions concerning Egypt, among the writ- 
ings of the prophets, but the examination of tiem 
would detain us too long from the hiſtory, 

Nebuchadnezzar being now at reſt from all his wars, 
and in full peace at home, applied himſelf to tie 
finiſhing of his buildings at Babylon; he increaſed 
the magnificence of the city to ſuch a degree, that it 
became one of the wonders of the world; but I ſhall 
not enter into a particular deſcription of it, becauſe :: 
is not material now, and you will read it When vou 
ſtudy prophane hiſtory. 

Elated with his riches, power, and grandeur, he be- 
gan to fancy himſelf a god, till he was awakened to a 
ſenſe of his imperfections, as you will read in the fol- 

lowing ſection. 
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Tor WW v4r:on oF THE Reicn oF NEBTU- 


*CHADNEZZAR — His Conress10N OF THE 
"OMNIPOTENCE or GOD —-AN DP HIS own RE- 


rox or A wonDERFUL DREAM-—Ixs In- 
 TERPRETATION AND CoMPLETION. 


EBUCHADNEZ ZAR the king 
1+ unto all people, nations, and lan- 
guages that dwell in all the earth; Peace be 
1 unto you. | 

I ͤ thought it good to ſhew the ſigns and 
ers that the high Gop hath wrought 
toward me. 
| How 3 are his ſigns ! ! and how mighty 


„ £47 


liſting dom, and his dominion is from 
* to generation. 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at reſt in mine 
houſe, and flouriſhing in my palace: 
I ſaw a dream which made me afraid, and 
the thoughts upon my bed and the viſions 
of my head troubled me. 
Therefore made I a decree to bring in all 


the wiſe men of Babylon before me, that 
they might make known unto me the inter- 


pretation of the dream. 
| 4. Then 
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Then came in the magicians, the altrolg. 
gers, the Chaldeans, and the ſoothſayers; 
and I told the dream before them; but they 
did not make known unto me the interpre- 
tation thereof. 

But at the laſt Daniel came in before me, 


whoſe name was Belteſhazzar, according to 


the name of my god, and in whom is the 
{pirit of the holy gods: and before him! 
told the dream, ſaying, 

O Belteſhazzar, maſter of the magicians, 
becauſe I know that the ſpirit of the holy 
gods 1s in thee, and no ſecret troubleth thee, 
tell me the viſions of my dream that I have 
ſeen, and the interpretation thereof. 

Thus were the viſions of mine head in wy 
bed; I ſaw, and behold, a tree in the midſt 
of the earth, and the height thereof was 


The tree grew, and was ſtrong, and the 


height thereof reached unto heaven, and the 
fight thereof to the end of all the earth. 


The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in 1t was meat for all : 
the beaſts of the field had ſhadow under it, 


and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the 


boughs thereof, and all fleſh was fed of it. 
| | 1 {v7 
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altrolo. . Ifaw in the viſions of my head upon my 


layers: 
ut t hey 
terpre- 


re me, 
ing to 
Is the 


nim! 


Clans, 
holy 
thee, 
have 


my 
lidſt 
Wag 


bed, and behold, a watcher, and an holy one 


came down from heaven. 
He cried aloud, and ſaid thus, Hew down 


| the tree, and cut off his branches, ſhake off 


his leaves, and ſcatter his fruit: let the beaſts 
get away from under it, and the fowls from 


s 3. 
| his branches. 


Nevertheleſs, leave the ſtump of his roots 
in the earth, even with a band of iron and 
braſs in the tender graſs of the field: and 


let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let 


his portion be with the beaſts in the graſs of 
the earth. 
Let his heart be changed from man's, and 


let a beaſt's heart be given unto him: and 


let ſeven times paſs over him. 
This matter is by the decree of the watch- 
ers, and the demand by the word of the holy 


ones; to the intent that the living may 


know, that the Moſt High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever 
he will, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of 
men. 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have 
ſeen. - Now thou, O Belteſhazzar, declare 
the interpretation thereof, foraſmuch as all 


5 the 
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the wiſe men of my kingdom are not able t 
make known unto me the interpretation: 
but thou art able; for the ſpirit of the holy 
gods is in thee. 

Then Daniel, whoſe name was Belteſhaz- 
zar, was aſtoniſhed for one hour, and his 
thoughts troubled him. The king ſpake, 
and ſaid, Belteſhazzar, let not the dream or 
the interpretation thereof trouble thee. Be- 
teſhazzar anſwered and ſaid, My lord, the 
dream be to them that hate thee, and the in- 
terpretation thereof to thine enemies. 

The tree that thou ſaweſt, which grew, 
and was ſtrong, whoſe height reached unto 
the heaven, and the fight thereof to all the 
earth ; 

Whoſe leaves were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much, and in it was meat for all; 
under which the beaſts of the field dwcir, 
and upon whoſe branches the fowls of the 
heaven had their habitation : 

It is thou, O king, that art grown and 
become ſtrong: for thy greatneſs is grows, 
and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion 
to the end of the earth, 

And whereas the king ſaw a watcher and 
an holy one coming down from heaven, ©: 


ſayin2; 


ſaying, Hew the tree down, and deſtroy it: 
| yet leave the ſtump of the roots thereof in 
| the earth, even with a band of iron and braſs 


in the tender graſs of the field; and let it 


be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 
{ portion be with the beaſts of the field til 


ſeyen times paſs over him. 

This is the interpretation, O king, and 
this is the decree of the Moſt High, which 
is come upon my lord the king: 

That they ſhall drive thee from men, and 


15 dwelling ſhall be with the beaſts of the 


field, and they ſhall make thee to eat graſs 
as oxen, and they ſhall wet thee with the dew 
of heaven, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over 
thee, till thou know that the Moit High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomſoever he will. 

And whereas they commanded to leave 
the ſtump of the tree roots: thy kingdom 
mall be ſure unto thee, after that thou ſhalt 
have known that the heavens do rule. 
Wherefore, O king, let my counſel be ac- 
ceptable unto thee, and break off thy fins by 
righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities by ſhewing 
mercy to the poor: if it may be a lengthen- 
ing of thy tranquillity, 

| 8 All 
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324 THE DREAM VERIFIED. 
All this came upon the king Nebuchad. 
nezzaoer. 1 1 

At the end of twelve months he walked . ene 


in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. minic 
The king ſpake and ſaid, Is not this great Ng 
Babylon, that I have built for the houſe of 8 


the kingdom, by the might of my power, 
and for the honour of my majeſty ? 

While the word was in the king's mouth, 
there fell a voice from heaven, ſaying, 0 
king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is ſpoken ; 
The kingdom is departed from thee. 

And they ſhall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling ſhall be with the beaſts of the 
field : they ſhall make thee to eat graſs as 
oxen, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, 
until thou know that the Moſt High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomſoever he will. 

The ſame hour was the thing fulfill 
upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven 
from men, and did eat graſs as oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven, 
till his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, 
and his nails like birds claws. 

And at the end of the days, I Nebuchad- 
nezzar lift up mine eyes unto heaven, an. 

- mind 
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| mine underſtanding returned unto me, and 
I blefſed the Moſt High, and I praiſed and 
| honoured him that liveth for ever, whoſe do- 
| minion is an everlaſting dominion, and his 
; kingdom is-from generation to generation. 


And all the inhabitants of the earth are 
reputed as nothing: and he doeth according 
to his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth: and none can 
ſtay his hand, or ſay unto him, What doeſt 
thou? 

At the ſame time my reaſon returned un- 
ee and for the glory of my kingdom, 
mine honour and brightneſs returned unto 
me; and my counſellors and my lords ſought 


unto. me; and I was eſtabliſned in my 
kingdom, and excellent majeſty was added 


unto Me. 
Now I Na praiſe and extol 
and honour the King of heaven, all hoſe 


works are truth, and his ways judgment: 


and thoſe that walk in pride he is able to 
abaſe. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


For a long ſucceſſion of years Nebuchadnezzar ex- 


perienced ſcarcely any thing but ſucceſs and exaltation ; 
proſperity had the effect it uſually has on irreligious 


minds, 


326 NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S MADNESS. 


minds, for it made him proud and arrogant to ti 
greateſt degree; the Loa b kherefore knowing that he 
was not incorrigibly wicked, ſent afflictions to tech 
him (and the world by his example) how mean and 
abje& the higheſt monarch is, in compariſon. of the 
Supreme Being. 

How it came about that Nebuchadnezzar did not 
apply firſt to Daniel, is uncertain ; but we may up. 
Poſe he was abſent from Babylon at that time, and 
the King imagined the magicians could interpret for 
him, as he was able to relate the dream to then. 
Daniel's expoſition is very eafy to be underiiacd; 
therefore I need only inform you, that by the <av-7chy 
or holy one, is ſuppoſed to be meant an angel, and that 
Nebuchadnezzar is thought to have been ſeized with 
ſudden diſtraction of mind; and that during its con- 
tinuance, he was in a moſt deplorable ſtate, unit for 
the ſociety or converſe of mankind, and levelled wich 
the beaſts who have no underſtanding. Whether te 
actually eat graſs, or was reftrained. to a vegetable 


diet is uncertain; but from the ſcripture account ef 


the cxtraordinary growth of his hair and nails, it i; 
likely that he wandered from home in deſert places 
till his reaſon: was reſtored; at which time he returned 
to his kingdom, when his ſon, who had governed in 
is ſtead, reſigned the throne to him, and his nobies 
gladly received him again, as he was honoured ga! 
re ſpected by them. Nebuchadnezzar is ſaid to 1? 
lived a year afterwards: he reigned between forty- 

three and forty-four years, | 
From Nebuchadnezzar's own words we may con- 
clude, that he at length became a convert toe 
LORD, 
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[10RD the only true Gop; various means had been 
| employed to engage him to leave his idolatrous prac- 
E tices, and they proved at laſt effectual; and he had 
| reaſon to bleſs the LoR D for his humiliation, as in all 
ö probability it proved the means of ſaving his ſoul 
| from perdition. , 


Taz Reicns of EVIL-MERODACH, axp NE- 
RIGLISSAR, Kincs or BABYLON. TAE 
DEATH Or JEHOIACHIN, Kino or JUDAH; 
and PaRT of THE HISTORY of CYRUS, Tas 
Founpzr of THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 


On the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-merodach, 
his ſon, ſucceeded to the kingdom of Babylon: as ſoon 
as he was ſettled in the throne, he releaſed Jehoiachin 
king of Judah, who had lain in priſon near thirty- 


| feven years. Evil-merodach promoted him to great 


honour in his palace, admitted him to his table, pre- 
ferred him to all the monarchs, and other great per- 
fonages, who occaſionally attended the Bubyloniſh 
court, and made him a daily allowance to furniſh him 
with neceſſaries for the ſupport of his dignity : whether 
this reverſe of fortune in the Jewiſh monarch was ſent 
by God as a reward for his penitence, we are not told; 
but it is agreeable to the uſual diſpenfations of Pro- 
nidence, to fuppoſe this was the caſe : nothing farther 
is ſaid of Jehotachin by the ſacred hiſtorian, therefore 
it is imagined that he dicd ſhortly after. 

On the death of Jehoiachin, Salathiel his ſon, be- 
came the nominal! prince of the Jews in his ſtead; for 
after the loſs of their. authority, they {till kept up the 


* 2 Kings xxv. 
title; 
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title; and for a great many years there was always one 
of the houſe of David, who was honoured and acknow. 
ledged as a prince, under the name of the head if ile 
captivity ; and had ſome kind of juriſdiction, conſiſtent 
with the government they were under; which was 
| ſometimes ratified and confirmed by the kings of that 


country, up, 

When Evil-merodach had reigned two years in Ba- courag! 
bylon, his crimes made him fo hateful, that at lengm WF them i 
even his own relations conſpired againſt him, and put | reveal 


him to death. Nerigliſſar, his ſiſter's hnſband, who N proph: 
was at the head of this conſpiracy, reigned in his fc. 
In the ſame year that Evil-merodach was ſlain, died 
Aſtyages, king of Media; he was ſucceeded by his 
ſon Darius, who divided his authority with Cyrus the 
ſon of Cambyſis, king of Perſia, and Mandane, the 
daughter of Aſtyages. Cyrus at this time was fort; 
years of age, and * Darius was forty-one. 
Nerigliſſar, king of Babylon, on his coming to the 
crown, made great preparations for a war with the 
Medes. Darius gaining intelligence of this, {-nt 
for Cyrus out of Perſia to his aſſiſtance, and on his 
arrival with thirty thouſand Perfians, Darius made 
him general of the Medes, and ſent him with the 
joint forces of both nations, to make. war again 
Nerigliſſar; and from this time Cyrus was reckoned 
king over both nations, though he was in reality 0 
more than commander in chief of the confedv:.c 
army under the king of Media; but after the cc! 
of this monarch, he ſucceeded to his crown, as be 
did to his father's in the kingdom of Perſia; which, 


* This prince is in profane hiſtory called Cyaxares. 


Wat . A 
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[ways One 


with the countries he had conquered, made up the 

acknoy. Wi perſian empire, of which he was the founder and firſt 
ad of the monarch. 

confiſtent i Cyrus was e by the Loxo to reſtore II- 

nich wa to their native land; and Ifaiah, many years 

ol chat UP before, propheſied of him by name. In order to keep 

up the ſpirits of the people whilſt in captivity, en- 


5 in Ba. courage their faith and truſt in Gop, and preſerve 
length them from idolatrous practices, the Lox p graciouſly 
nd put revealed to them, at different times, by means of his 
I, who prophets, that he would, at the end of ſeventy years, 
Read, bring them back to Judea; that they ſhould rebuild 
„ died their city, and once more be in a proſperous condition. 
„ his They alſo predicted that Babylon ſhould be ſubdued, 
15 the 23 it had fubdued other nations: theſe prophecies are 
the very remarkable, and you ſhall read ſome of them in 
torty theenſuing ſection. 
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ING, O ye heavens; for the Lord hath 

done it: ſhout, ye lower parts of the 
earth; break forth into ſinging, ye moun- 
tains, O foreſt, and every tree therein: for 
the LoD hath redeemed Jacob, and Jon 
fied himſelf in Iſrael. 

Thus ſaith the Loap thy redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb; I am 
the Loxp that maketh all things; that 
ſtretcheth forth the heavens alone; that 
ſpreadeth abroad the earth by myſelf: 

That fruſtrateth the tokens of the llars, 
and maketh diviners mad: that turneth wiſe 
men backward, and maketh their knowledge 
fooliſh ; 

That confirmeth the word of his ſervants, 
and performeth the counſel of his meſien- 


gers; that faith to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be b 
inhabited, and to the cities of Judah, de 

| ſhall be built, and I will raiſe up the dccayc. 1 
I 


places thereof : 
That faith to the deep, Be dry, and Ii 
dry up thy rivers : 


I AIA Hs PROPHECY. 33 
That faith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd, 
and ſhall perform all my pleaſure; even 
| faying to Jeruſalem, Thou ſhalt be built; and 
to the temple, Thy foundation ſhall be laid. 

2D hatt Thus faith the LORD to his anointed, to 
| Cyrus, whoſe right hand I have holden, to 
| ſubdue nations before him, and I will looſe 
the Joins of kings; to open before him the 
| .two-leaved gates, and the gates ſhall not be 3 
+ tle: ' 


A H. 


I will go before thee, and make the crook- J 
ed places ſtraight: I will break in pieces 1 


the gates of brafs, and cut in ſunder the bars | 
of iron. j 
And I will give thee the treaſures of dark- ; 
neſs, and hidden riches of ſecret places, that | 


thou mayeſt know that I the Lord, which N 
call thee by thy name, am the Gop of Iſrael. | 
| For Jacob my ſervant's ſake, and TIfrael | 
ns, mine elect, I have even called thee by thy | 
en- name: I have ſurnamed thee, though thou 
be MU haſtnot known me. 
de lam the Lon, and there is none elſe, 
ci © thereis no god beſides me: I girded thee, 
N though thou haſt not known me. | 
1 That they may know from the riſing of 


the ſun, and from the weſt, that there is none 


beſides 


332 IS AIAH -s PROPHECY. | FO 
beſides me, I am the Lok, and there!; And 
none elſe, 5 your G 
I form the light, and create darkneſs: ! AN 
make peace, and create evil. I the Lozv « MM © 
| Cyrus 


all theſe things. | K 
Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will bring | 1 
again the captivity of Jacob's tents, and Wl worthy 
have mercy on his dwelling-places ; and the houſe © 
city ſhall be builded upon her own licay, | coming 
and the palace ſhall remain after the manner ME 
thereof. | | | —_ 
And out of them ſhall proceed thankſoiv- makin 
ing, and the voice of them that make merry, ME federa 
and I will multiply then, and they ſhall no: WM 
be few; I will alſo glorify them, and they i s 
| ſhall not be ſmall, a 
Their children alſo ſhall be as aforetime, I overt 
and their congregation ſhall be eſtabliſhed C 
before me, and I will puniſh all that oppres : K 2 
them. Se | 7 is 
And their nobles ſhall be of themſclves, WW 7 
and their governors ſhall proceed from the ne 
midſt of them: and I will cauſe him to draw JW lin 
near, and he ſhall approach unto me : for ; on 
who is this that engaged his heart to p- I 
proach unto me? ſaith the Lob. pes 
po 


And 
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there i; WW And ye ſhall be my people, and I will be 
your GOD. 

neſs: RE 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 
ORD d 


| Cyrus was a very extraordinary perſon in the age he 
E lived in, renowned for wiſdom, valour, and virtue 
but his greateſt encomium is, that he was thought 
worthy by the Loxp to diſpenſe his bleſſings to the 
ö houſe of Jacob. Nerigliſſar hearing that Cyrus was 
coming againſt him with a very great army to the aſ- 
ſitance of the Medes, ſent ambaſſadors to Lydia, and 
other nations, to call them to his aid; after both par- 
ties had been for three years forming alliances, and 
naking preparations for war, they, with their con- 
| federates, took the field. Nerigliſſar was flain, the 
Achrian army routed, and Cyrus gained the victory. 
| Craeſus, king of Lydia, being next in dignity, took 
the command of the vanquiſhed army, and made as 
© good a retreat with it as he poſſibly could; but Cyrus 
F overtook them, and entirely routed them, upon which 
; Crœſus made the beſt of his way into his own country. 
| The death of Nerigliſſar was a great loſs to the Ba- 
E bylonians, for he was a very learned and excellent 
prince. 
Laboroſoarchod, his fon, ſucceeded him; he was 
in eyery thing the reverſe of his father, and addicted 
himſelf to all kinds of wickedneſs, cruelty, and injuſtice. 
| Cyrus gained great advantages during the reign of 
ap- 3 this king, who was killed about nine months after 
' he came to the crown by the conſpiracy of his own 
[ people ; after him ſucceeded Belſhazzar, who ts ſup- 
 Poled to have been grandſon to Nebuchadnezzar, and 
{on 
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ſon to Evil-merodach; he was very young when he 
aſcended the throne, and of a diflolate turn of mind; 
but his mother Nitocris was a woman of excellent un. 
derſtanding, and a maſculine ſpirits therefore whilt 
her ſon devoted himſelf entirely to his pleaſures, ſhe 
undertook the principal part of the government, and 
did all that human prudence could ſuggeſt for the 
preſervation of the kingdom. Nitocris uſed her utmo! 
endeavours to fortify the country againf the Medians; 
but Cyrus made great progreſs in taking fortreſſes, 
towns, and provinces ; therefore the king of Babylon 
went into Lydia, and there formed a conſiderable con- 
federacy by hiring auxiliary forces, over which he ap- 
pointed Crœſus general, who went againſt the enemy; 
but Cyrus put him to flight, and he returned to 
Sardis, where the conqueror cloſely beſieged him, and 
after a ſhort time took the city, made him priſoner, 
and condemned him to death, but was induced by 
compaſſion to ſpare his life. Cyrus was fo ſuccch fal 
in arms, that he conquered ſeveral other nations; :nd 
having greatly enlarged his dominions, again entered 
Aſſyria, and marched on towards Babylon, that being 
the only place in the eaſt which held out againſt hin, 
and having overthrown Belſhazzar in a battle, ſhut 
him up in his capital: this happened in the {fixtcen'1 
year of Belſhazzar's reign. The Babylonian emphe 
was now drawing to a concluſion, and the judgiacnt, 
of Gop ready for execution but we will purſue td 
hifory as related by the prophet Daniel. 
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when he | 
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edians; 


great feaſt to a thouſand of his lords, 


treſſes, 
abylon and drank wine before the thouſand. 
e con- Belſhazzar, whilſt he taſted the wine, 


:--> Wh commanded to bring the golden and ſilver 


CMV » 


£ | veſſels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had 

2d to 507 . 
450 taken out of the temple which was in Jeruſa- 
ner, lem; that the king, and his princes, his wives 
by and his concubines might drink therein. 
fel Then they brought the golden veſſels that 
ME were taken out of the temple of the houſe of 
5 Gop which was at Jeruſalem; and the king, 

: and his princes, his wives and nis concubines 
wt WWF drank in them. 
_ They drank wine, and praiſed the 1 of 
, | gold, and of ſilver, of braſs, of iron, of wood, 
0 and of ſtone. 


In the ſame hour came forth fingers of a 

man's hand, and wrote over againſt the can- 
dleſtick upon the plaiſter of the wall of the 

ä | king's 


Txt BABYLONIAN EMPIRE—ConTINUATION | 


5 a the king made a 


336 BELSHAZZAR'S TERROR. 
king's palace: and the king ſaw the part of 
the hand that wrote. 

Then the king's countenance was changeq, 
and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that the 
joints of his loins were looſed, and his l:nce; 
fmote one againſt another. 

The king cried aloud to bring in the aſtro. 
logers, the Chaldeans, and the ſoothſayers; 
and the king ſpake and ſaid to the wise 
men of Babylon, Whoſoever ſhall read thi; 
writing, and ſhew me the interpretation 
thereof, ſhall be cloathed with ſcarlet, and 
have a chain of gold about his neck, and 
ſhall be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Then came in all the king's wiſe men: 
but they could not read the writing, nor 
make known to the king the interpretation 
thereof. 

Then was king Belſhazzar greatly troubled, 
and his countenance was changed in him, 
and his lords were aſtoniſhed. 

Now the queen by reaſon of the words of 
the king and his lords, came into the bun- 
quet-houſe; and the queen ſpake and fad, 
O king, live for ever, let not thy thous is 
trouble thee, nor let thy countenance »2 


changed: 
| There 


ww 


R. | DANIEL SENT FOR THE KING. 337 


- Part of WF There is a man in thy kingdom in whom 
is the ſpirit of the holy gods: and in the 
2anged, days of thy father light, and underſtanding, 
Lat the and wiſdom, like the wiſdom of the gods was 
knees found in him; whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I ſay, thy father, 


 altro. made maſter of the magicians, aſtrologers, 

ayers: Chaldeans, and ſoothſayers ; 

> Wiſe Foraſmuch as an excellent ſpirit, and 

a this knowledge, and underſtanding, interpreting 

ation of dreams, and ſhewing of hard ſentences, 

and WF and diffolving of doubts were found in the 
and WF fame Daniel, whom the king named Belte- 


| ſhazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he 


Nen; will ſhew the interpretation. 
OY Then was Daniel brought in before the 
on WW king. And the king ſpake and ſaid unto 
| Daniel, Art thou that Daniel which art of 
©, WW the children of the captivity of Judah, whom 
me king my father brought out of Jewry ? 
| I have even heard of thee that the ſpirit 
of | of the gods is in thee, and that light, and 
n- | underſtanding, and excellent wiſdom is found 
1, in thee. 
8 And now the wiſe men, the aſtrologers, 


0 | have been brought in before me, that they 
ſhould read this writing, and make known 


Vol. IV. 3 unto 
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unto me the interpretation thereof: but they 
could not ſhew the interpretation of the 
thing. 

And I have heard of thee that thou cans 
make interpretations, and diflolve doubts; 
now if thou canſt read the writing, and make 
known to me the interpretation thereof, thoy 
ſhalt be cloathed with ſcarlet, and have x 
chain of gold about thy neck, and ſhalt be 
the third ruler in the kingdom. 

Then Daniel anſwered and faid before the 
king, Let thy gifts be to thyſelf, and give 
thy rewards to another; yet I will read the 


writing unto the king, and make known to ] Bi 
him the interpretation. of he 
O thou king, the moſt high Gov gave of 
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and lord 
majeſty, and glory, and honour. ; drat 
And for the majeſty that he gave him, all the 
people, nations, and languages, tremble and 19 
feared before him: whom he would he flew, MW 2% 
and whom he would he kept alive, and whom 1 
0 


he would he ſet up, and whom he would he 
put down. 

But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was depoſed from * 
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bis Kingly throne, and they took his mes 


tom him: 


And he was driven from DE nd of men, 


and bis heart was made like the beaſts, and 
his dwelling was with the wild aſſes: they 


leck him with graſs like oxen, and his body 


vas wet with the dew of heaven, till he 
| knew that the moſt high Gop ruled in the 
kingdom of men, and that he appointeth 
| over it whomfoever he will. 


And thou his ſon, O Belſhazzar, haſt not 


| humbled thine heart, though thou kneweſt 
| all this: 


But haſt lifted up thyſelf againſt the Loan 


of heaven, and they have brought the veſſels 
af his houſe before thee, and thou and thy 
lords, thy wives and thy concubines have 
E drank wine in them, and thou haſt praiſed 
the gods of ſilver and gold, of braſs, iron, 
wood, and ſtone, which ſee not, nor hear, 
nor know : and the Gop in whoſe hands thy 
breath is, and whoſe are all thy ways, haſt 
thou not glorified. 


Then was the part of the hand fent from 


| him, and this writing was written. 


And this is the writing that was written, 


MENE, MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN. 
C2 This 


8 
TY 
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This is the interpretation of the thing; 
MENE, Gop hath numbered thy kingdom, 
and finiſhed it. | ; 

TEKEL, thou art weighed in the bz. 
lances, and art found wanting. 

PERES, thy kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes and Perſians. 

Then commanded Belſhazzar, and they 
clothed Daniel with ſcarlet, and put a chain 
of gold about his neck, and made a procla- 
mation concerning him, that he ſhould be 
the'third ruler in the kingdom. 8 

In that night was Belſhazzar the king of 


the Chaldeans ſlain. 


And Darius the Median took the king— 
dom, being about threeſcore and two years 
old. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


I have already told you, my dear, that Belſhazzar 
was both a weak and a wicked prince, and am fare 
you are now convinced that he deſerved that character; 
for what wiſe king would have been revelling and 
feaſting, when his city and kingdom were on the very 
brink of ruin? and what wickedneſs could exceed the 
ſacrilegious act he committed, in profaning the facred 
veſſels in ſo contemptuous a manner? ſhort Was the 
tiiumph of his impious mirth! the ſentence of his 


condemnation appeared in legible characters, and 


ruck 
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true his guilty mind with aſtoniſhment and terror, 


eren beſore he knew the purport of them. 


Daniel, it is probable, (having received no parti- 


F cular command from the Loxp to go ta Belſhazzar) 
kept at a diſtance from this ſcene of riot and profane- 


neſs; perhaps he was gone to reſt, or engaged in 


| prayers or he might, though reckoned among the 2/2 
un, Ray away, as the king ſent only for the mogicians 
F and aſtrologers. | 


The queen, who entered the banqueting- room, was 


| Nitocris, the king's mother, who was called queen by 
| way. of eminence, becauſe ſhe had the management 
| of the kingdom; Belſhazzar being ſo entirely inat- 
| tentive to it, that he did not even know Daniel, 


though he was one of the minifters of ſtate ; but Ni- 
tocris, who conſtantly employed him, knew him well; 
and perhaps, it was by his advice, that ſhe governed 


with ſo much wiſdom and prudence, and preſerved | the 


kingdom to her ſon for ſo many years. 

You have already read the meaning of the words 
Mene, Sc. but I muſt inform you, that Peres has the 
ſame ſignification as Uh. 

Cyrus found the fiege of Babylon a very difficult 
work at firſt, for the walls were high and impregnable, 
the city was well furniſhed with men, and fully ſup- 
plied with all kinds of proviſions for twenty years, as 
they had a great deal of void grounds within their 
walls, both for paſture and tiliaze; and theref re th: 
inhabitants thinking themſelves ſecure, defied and de- 
tided Cyrus from their bulwarks ; however, he perſiſte 1 
for near two years, ti l at length gaining intelligence 
that a great annual feſlival was to be kept at Babylon, 
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This is the interpretation of the hs 
MENE, Gov hath numbered my kingdom, 
and finiſhed it. 


FEKEL, thou art weighed in the ba. 


lances, and art found wanting. 
PERES, thy Kingdom is divided, and 
given to the Medes and Perſians. 
Then commanded Belſhazzar, and they 
_ clothed Daniel with ſcarlet, and put a chain 
of gold about his neck, and made a Procla- 
mation concerning him, that he ſhould be 
the'third ruler in the kinedom. 
In that night was Belſhazzar the King of 
tae Chaldeans ſlain, 
And Darius the Median took the king— 
dom, being about threeſcore and two ycars 
old. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


I have already told you, my dear, that Belſhazz i 
was both a weak and a wicked prince, and am 
you are now convinced that he deſerved that 5 ier; 
for what wiſe king would have been 1 5 
feaſting, when his city and kingdom were on the very 
bunk of ruin? and what wickedneſs could excze.! the 
facrilegious act he committed, in e 7s 4 he facred 
veilels in ſo contemptuous a manner? ſhort W 
t:1u;mph of his impious mirth! the ſentence of 
condemnation appeared in legible characters, 
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| fruck his *guilty mind with aftoniſhment and terror, 
| exen before he knew the purpcrt of them, 


Daniel, it is probable, (having received no parti- 


cular command from the Load to go ta Belſhazzar) 


kept at a diſtance from this ſcene of riot and profane- 
nefs; perhaps he was gone to reſt, or engaged in 
prayer; or he might, though reckoned among the w/e 
men, ſtay away, as the king ſent only for the mogiciars 
and aſtrolog ers. 

The queen, who entered the banqueting-room, was 
Nitocris, the king's mother, who was called gacen by 
way of eminencz, becauſe ihe had the mang gement 
of the kingdom; Belthazzar being ſo entirely inat- 
tentive to it, that he did not even know Dante), 
though he was one of the miniſters of ſtate ; but Ni- 
tocris, who conſtantly employed him, knew him well; 
and perhaps, it was by his advice, that ſhe governed 
with ſo much wiſdom and prudence, and preſerved the 
kingdom to her ſon for ſo many years. 

You have already real the meaning of the words 
Mene, Sc. but I muſt inform you, that Peres has the 
ſame ſignification as Upar/::, | 

Cyrus found the ſiege of Puibylon a very difficult 
work at firſt, for the walls were high and impregnable, 
the city was well furniſhed with men, and fal'y ſup— 
plied with all kinds of proviſions for twenty years, as 
they had a great deal of void grounds within their 
walls, both for paſture and til;aze; and theref te th: 
inhabitants thinking themſelves ſecure, defied and de- 
rided Cyrus from their bulwarks; however, he perfitte 
for near two years, ti l at length gaining intelligence 

be! 


kept at Babylon, 
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on which it was uſual for the Babylonians to ſpend the 
whole night in drunkenneſs and riot; he thought it a 
proper time to ſurprize them, which he did by break. 
ing down a bank or dam that was between the river 
and a famous canal; by which means he drained tho 
river fo, that it ſoon became fordable, and two partie; 
of ſoldiers marching by the channel of it, and finding 
the gates open, they entered and advanced to the tes. 
lace, where they ſlew the king. The inhabitants ſoon 
yielded to the conqueror, and Cyrus became mehere. 
the place; and thus concluded his conqueſts, {17 x 
war of twenty-one years. His victories were ! 
tenſive, that his empire was the greateſt that hed cer 
been in Aſia; and to the honour of Cyrus it is 194160, 
that he conquered ſtill more by his humanity, and 
courteſy, than by his ſword, 

Thus ended the famous Babyloniſh empire, 
had continued from the reign of Nabonaflar tw 
dred and nine years, juſt fifty years after Nebiuc il 
nezzar deſtroved the Temple at jcruſalem, 

I will now Jet you read the prophecies which gere. 
miah “ commanded to be recited by Seraiah, on the 
banks of the Euphrates, many years before. Ile 
prophet received ſuch a clear revelation concerning tlie 
downtail of Babylon, that he wrote as if he had been 
an actual ſpectater of the ſcene. 


PaRT oF THE Paor nE or JEREMIAH co 
CERNING BABYLON, 
The word that tbe LORD /pake again? Bal ln an! 
againſt the land &f the Chaldeans by Jeremia thr * 
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Declare ye among the nations, and publiſh, and ſet up 


| a flandard; publiſh, and conceal not: ſay, Babylon is 


taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; 
her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces. 

For out of the north there cometh up a nation againſt 
ber, which ſpall make her land de/olate, and none ſpall 
dwell therein : they ſhall remove, they ſhall depart both 
man and beaſt. 

In thoje days and in that time, ſaith the Lord, the 
children of 1/rael fail come, they and the children of | 
Tudah together, going, and weeping © they foalt go, aud 
feex the Lo RD their God, 

7 hey ſpall ajk the Way 70 Zion with their faces Jither— 
ward, ſaying, Come, and let us join ourſelves 10 the 
Lokb in a perpetual cowvennn! that foall uot be forgotten, 

My people hath been loft fheep s thiir fnepherds have 
the mountains: they have gone from mountain to bell, 
they have forrottei heli ret ing -Z {aces 

lll that found {Len ba e Fl nur. 4 Ver: . an tht 71 
ad ver ſaries jaid, We effend tot; bicenujt be eve fined 
againſt the Lox D, the batitation of jaſtice; chen tit 
Lox p, the hope of their fathers. 

Remove out of the midſt of Babylon, and go forth out 


of the land of the Chaldeans, and be as the he-goats 


before the flocks. 

For lo, I wwill raiſe, aud cauſe to come up again/? 
Babylon an afſembly of great nations from the north coun- 
try: and they fall ſot themjelves in array againſt her 
from thence fhe ſhall be taken their arrows [ball be as of 
a mighty expert nan; none ſhall return in vain, 


Q_ 4 And 
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Aud Chaldea ſpall be a ſpoil: all that ſpoil bur fa. 


te ſatisfied, ſaith the Log D. 


Put yourſelves in array againſt Babylon round ali) 
all ye that bend the bow, ſhoot at her, ſpare no af 


for fre hath finned againſt the Lord. 


Sheat againſt ber round about : ſhe hath vivo; ber 
Go 
bend s ber foundations are Fallen, her walls are dene 


down, fir it is the Vengeance of the LORD: take vera 


upon ber; as ſhe hath done, do unto her. 
{jrae! 25 a ſcaltered ſheep : * the lions have dig in 


away ; firſt, the ling of ria hath devoured sunt 1 


laſt, this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylin fa bn 


bis bens. 


T herefore thus /airh the Lord of hoſts, I. if 
Jfracl, Behold J will puniſi the ging of Baby! aud vs 


land, as I have puniſhed the King of Aria. 

And I will bring Ihael again to his habitaticn, ond 
he fhall fred on Carmel and Baſban, and his feu, Hu le 
ſatisfied upon mount Ephraim aud Gilead. 

Call together the archers againſt Babylon: all! //. 
bend the beav, camp againſt it round about: ll nine 
therzef ejeafe: recompenſe her according to her 4:1); 
according to all that 0 hath done, do unto Pere 


One of Thad. 

Therefore fall her young men full in the firce's, on 
all Per men of war fhall be cut off in that day, fais '* 
Lon p. | 

Behold, I am againſt thee, O thou mojl pens. . 


the LORD GOD of hoſts; for a day is come, the l: 


that I will vi/t il ee. 
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JEREMIAH'S FROPHSACCY:.: wie 
And the mojt proud fhall flum"te, ard fall, aud noe 


hall raiſe him up : and 1 evil Kindle a fire in bis citiet, 
and it ſhall devour all round . Ain | 

Thus ſaith the LORD of beſts. Tre children of Tjrael 
and the children of; fad % wwre „ ſoget er e and 
all tat 20% ther ce PD bel. 7. faſt, {Cy ef.: ed 
to Lt chem 09. 

T he! FE: einer 1. ſ/Frony, the Loup a4 Hats is bis 
„ame: ve ha # bly pa. their cauſe, thot he may 
ij puet the inhabitants e vg 


Beict DEC: i il come f. in the n ri, aud a great 


ration, cui niuany kings focll oe ralſeu p from the coajis 
of the earih, 

76 Hall Sue ihe b:xv ond the lance c they are cruel, 
mY 11 not fei mercy « their voice Hall row like ihe 
fea, and they ſhal. ride upon herjes, every one put in ar- 
ray like a man to the batilz, as 4 Bee, O daughter of | 
Babylon. 

The king ff Babylon 7 path heard the report of them, ard 
bis hands «<vaxed feeble: anguij9 toox hold of bim, and 
bitter pang s. 

At the noiſe of the taiing of Babylcn the 2a; th is moved, 
and the cry is heard among the nations, 

O thou that dwell: 1 4% 11GHY He, atuniant in 
ſreaſures, thine end is come, and the meajfure of ihy cas 
vetouſneſc.. | 

The Lorp * hoſts heard [wor ty pimnjeif, [a Jing, 
Surely I will fill thee with men as with caterpibiars : and 
they jhall lift up a Heut agnin!? thee, 18 

He hath made the earth rh bi fewer, bonath e/fath;hea 


the world by bis <vijdom, and bath fere:ched out 1e ken- 
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Wen he uttereth his voice, there is a multityd- cf 


£64 


ewatcrs in the heavens; and he cauſeth the v990r; 1 
aſcend from the ends of the earth: he maketh lishthirg; 

< 8 
u ratn, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 1,4. 


Held, JI am again}} thee, O deſtroying mountain, falt“ 
the RT, awhich deftroyeth all the earth: and I cuil! 


feretcis cut mine hand upon thee, and roll thee dexuy from 


the rocks, and aul make thee a burnt mountain, 


Set ye up a ſtandard in the land, blew the rum per 


among the nations, prepare the nations againſt hey, «| 


tozether egainſt her the fingdoms of Ararat, Minni, 
Aßhchendz, af point a capri: 272 agaznfl her, canſe the 5 horſe 


io come up as the rough caterpillars, 


Prepare againſt her the nations avith the king of the 


Medes, the captaius thereef, and all the rulers thercef 
ard all the land of his dominion, 

The mighty mem of Babylon have forborn te felt, 
ey have remained in their halds their might hath foil 
ed, they became as women they hawe "HE her 
71g-places; her bars are broken. 


2 


4 * # 2 72 Je © 3 219 7. 7 4 * a * 
Oz? Fl fbali run to meet another, and one menge: 


WEL? 20. e, 70 ſfbab he Ring of Babylon cy! 
Eun ar 1 end. 
ind that the paſſages are firfped, and the rue! 

"Tap bur rt avith tos and the men of aver are f,. 

My propic, go ve out of the midſt of her, aud d. 
very man his ſaul from the fierce anger of the Lo 

And 5 pour Peart faint, and ye fear for i 
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| Therefore, behold, the days come that I will do juag- 


ment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her coole 
land ſhall be confounded, and all her flain fpall fall in 
the midſ? of her. 

Ard I will make drunk her princes, and her wiſe men, 
her captains and her rulers, and her mighty men: and 
they ſhall ſlecp a perpetual flcep, aud not wake, ſaith the 
King, whoſe name is the LORD of hoſts. 

Thus ſaith the Lo RD of hofts, The broad awalls of 
Babylon ſhall be utterly breben, and her high gates all 
be burnt with fire: and the people ſhall labour in van, 
and the folk in the fire, and they ſpall be weary. 

This is the word which Feremiah the prophet com- 
manded Seraiah the fen of Neriah, the ſon of Maaſciab, 
avhen he cuent with Zedertah the king of Fudah into Ba- 
bjlon, in the fourth year of his reign. And this Sercieh 
Was a quiet prince. 

So Feremiah awwrote in a book all the evil that ſhould © 
come upon Babylon, even all theſe avords that are wvritten 
againſt Babylon. 

And Feremiah faid 4% Seraiah, When thou come}? to Ba- 
bylon, and ſhalt ſee, and ſhalt read all theſe words ; 

T hen ſhalt tha ſay, © Lok b, thou haſt ſpoken againſf 
this place, to cut it off, that none ſhall remain in it, net- 
ther man nor beaſt, but that it ſhall be deſolate for ever. 

And it ſhall be when thou haſt made an end of reading 
this book, that thou ſhalt Lind a flone to it, and caft it into 
the midſt of Euphrates  . 

And thou fhalt jay, Thus ſhall Babylon fink, and pa 
not riſe from the evil that I will bring unn her : and 
«hey ſpall be weary, 


. You 
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You find that it was particularly foretold, t 
Babylon ſhould be ſhut up and beſieged by ti; 
Medes, Elemites, and Armenians, That the liver 
ſhould be dried. That the city ſhould be taken jn 
the time of a feat, whilſt her princes and her wif: men, 
her captains and her rulers, were drunken; and the: 
they ſhould be made to fleep a perpetual flecp, fen 
which they ſhould never awake. I think the expreNox 
I wiLL MAKE DRUNK HER PRINCES, &c. alludes 9 
their drinking in the ſacred veſſels. I defire you wil 
take notice, how particularly the captive Jews wers 
warned to eſcape from Babylon, that they might avi 
ſharing theſe calamities. The remaining parts cf the 
chapter which contain theſe prophecies relate to the 
utter deſtrudion of the city, of which you will after. 
wards read, and then you ſhall peruſe the preditt'o::, 

You already know that the king, who is call. in 
ſcripture Darius, the Median, was Cyaxares ; for Cy- 
rus, as long as his uncle lived, allowed him a joint te 
in the empire, and yielded him the firit place cf honour 
in it, though it was gained by his own valour. 

After Cyrus had ſettled his affairs in Babylon, te 
went to Perſia; and in his return through Regis, 
married the daughter of Darius, the Median; Di 
then accompanied him to Babylon; on their artis, 
they took counſel together for the ſettling the We 
empire, as you will read in the following ſeQion, 
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Hisrox Y oF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE UNDER Tre 
joinT GOVERNMENT OF DARIUS AND CYRUS, 


T pleaſed Darius to ſet over the kingdom 
an hundred and twenty princes which 
ſhould be over the whole kingdom; 

And over theſe three preſidents; of whom 
Daniel was firſt : that the princes might give 
accounts unto them, and the king ſhould 
have no damage. 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the 
preſidents and princes, becauſe an excellent 
ſpirit was in him; and the king thought to 
ſet him over the whole realm. 

Then the preſidents and princes ſought to 
find occaſion againſt Daniel concerning the 
kingdom ; but they could find none occa- 
ſion nor fault; foraſmuch as he was faithful, 
neither was there any error or fault found in 
him. 

Then faid theſe men, We ſhall not find 
any occaſion againſt this Daniel, except We 
find it againſt him concerning the law of his 
God, 

Then 


Gen the writing, that it be not changed, c- 
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Then theſe preſidents and princes aſſem. 
bled together to the king, and ſaid thus un. 
to him, King Darius, live for ever. 

All the preſidents of the kingdom, th: 
governors, and the princes, the counſellor, 
and the captains have conſulted together t 
eſtabliſh a royal ſtatute, and to make a firm 
decree, that whoſoever ſhall aſk a petition vl 
any god or man for thirty days, fave of thee, 
O king, he ſhall be caſt into the den of lions. 

Now, O king, eſtabliſh the decree, and 


cording to the law of the Medes and Perſia: 
which altereth not. 

Wherefore king Darius ſigned the Writing 
and the decree. 

Now when Daniel knew that the n 
was ſigned, he went into his houſe: and !: 


windows being open in his chamber tow: K A 
Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his knees tire WF f 
times a day, and prayed, and gave than WF t 
before his Gov, as he did aforetime. Ss 4 
Then theſe men aſſembled, and found 
Daniel praying and making ſupplication b!- WU | 
fore his Gop. | 


Then they came near, and ſpake before 
the King concerning the king's decree, ii 


E. 


allem. 
hus un- 


'm, the 
uellors, 
ther to 
a firm 
tion of 
f thee, 
Tons, 
e, and 


d, ac- 


* 
14e 
Fla! R 
* 


DANIEL CAST INTO THE LION'S DEN. 351 


thou not ſigned a decree, that every man 
| that ſhall aſk a petition of any god or man 
within thirty days, fave of thee, O king, ſhall 


be caſt into the den of lions? the king an- 


vered and ſaid, The thing is true, accord- 


ing to the law of the Medes and Perſians 


which altereth not. 


Then anſwered they and ſaid before the 
king, That Daniel which is of the children 
of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, 
O king, nor the decree that thou haſt ſigned, 
but maketh his petition three times a day. 

Then the king when he heard theſe words, 
was ſore diſpleaſed with himſelf, and he ſer 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he 
laboured till the going down of the ſun to 
deliver him. 

Then theſe men aſſembled unto the king, 
and ſaid unto the king, know O king, 
that the law of the Medes and Perſians is, 
that no decree nor ſtatute which the king 
eſtabliſheth may be changed. 

Then the king commanded, and they 
brought Daniel, and caſt him into the den 
of lions. Now. the king ſpake and ſaid unto 
Daniel, Thy Gop whom thou ſerveſt con- 
tinually, he will deliver thee, 

And 


35 DANIEL'S PRESERVATION. 


And a ſtone was brought and laid upon 


* 
1 


the mouth of the den, and the king ſcaledit 
with his own ſignet, and with the {iz of 


L 


his lords; that the purpoſe might not be 
changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, nj 
paſſed the night faſting: neither were la- 
ſtruments of muſic brought before him, 4 
his ſleep went from him. 


Then the king roſe very early in the morn— 


* 


ing, and went in haſte unto the den oi lions, 

And when he came to the den, he cried 
with a lamentable voice unto Danict; an! 
the king ſpake and ſaid to Daniel, © 13:1... 
ſervant of the living Gov, is thy G 


thou ſerveſt continually able to deliver ee the 
from the lions? Go 
Then ſaid Daniel unto the king, O MW thi 
live tor ever. | do 
My Gop hath ſent his angel, and Ww 
ſhut the lions mouths, that they have nx et 
hurt me: foraſmuch as before him innucency ea 
was found in me; and alſo before thee, 0 p 


king, have I done no hurt. | 

Then was the king exceeding glad br E 1 
him, and commanded that they ſhould ny SE 1 
Daniel vp out of the den, 80 Danict ' 


* 


7 
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Iv. | DANIEL'S ENEMIES DESTROYED. 353 


id upoy taken up out of the den, and no manner 


cala W of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he be- 
"1-0 0 lieved in his Gob. 
nv: de And the king commanded, and they 
brought thoſe men which had accuſed Da- 
© 31 WF niel, and they caſt them into the den of lions, 
BE C 11 them, their children, and their wives: and 
rang the lions had the maſtery of them, and brake 


all their bones in pieces, or ever they came 
do the bottom of the den. | 
Then king Darius wrote unto all the peo- 
ple, nations and languages that dwell in all 
the earth, Peace be multiplied unto you. 
I make a decree, that in every dominion 
of my kingdom, men tremble and fear before 
the Gop of Daniel; for he is the living 
Gob, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his kingdom 
that which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and his 
dominion ſhall be even unto the end. 
He delivereth and reſcueth, and he work- 
eth ſigns and wonders in heaven and in 


3 AaA+5 


- | carth, who hath delivered Daniel from the 
power of the lions. 

So this Daniel proſpered in the reign of 
| Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
x = Tear 


A; Ni 


354 DANIEL'S PREFERMENT, 


DA 
ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS, | HY # 
| | them; \ 
Daniel was renowned throughout the eaſt co „ WW Gov's de 
for his wiſdom ; and having great experience, wa cer. reyolutio! 
tainly a very proper perſon for the high office he wa; ſence as 
appointed to, having been employed full ſix; fre the ET! 
years as prime miniſter under the kings of Babvion! who att: 
however, the high ſtation of chief of the pref. 1, heaven: 
which placed him next to the king in dignity, edited 8. 
the enyy of the courtiers, who concerted the cruc! pl ſenſible 
againſt him which you have juſt read of. Darius 8 bealts, 
ſuſpecting their malicious deſigns, received their pe- comba! 
tition as a mark of loyalty, which made him incon- de rep: 
ſiderately comply with it. Cyrus was at that tin | iſticks 
gone to ſettle ſome affairs in Syria. I think von cn. Bs 
not fail of making proper refleQions on this tran lie vs 
without my aſſiſtance. | Chara 
A ſhort time after this, Daniel“, computing ti: lr proſe 
ſeventy years of ſudah's captivity were no Grawing © Ts 
near to an end, prayed earneſtly to Gop, to remember unde 
his people, and grant them reſtoration; on which b:? N the 
had ſome wonderful revelations, concerning the deliver- | of 55 
ance of the Jews from captivity: he had before, n the 
the reign of Belſhazzar, ſeveral viſions relating to i: | a ff 
fall of the Babylonian empire, and the fate of thre anc 
other great monarchies that ſhould ariſe after it; he bel 
has left us alſo ſome very exact predictions concerning 785 
the kingdom of Mefliah. os 
«« By theſe + revelations Gop has manifeſted tot 
world, that grandeur, empire, and glory are his; i! 8 
he beſtows them on whomſoever he pleaſes, anl. : 


* Dan. ix. + Rollin's Ancient Hiſtory, 


Ly 
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DANIEL'S PREDICTIONS. 355 


| draws them in like manner, to puniſh the abuſe of 


them; we alſo learn from theſe revelations, that 
Gop's deſign in ſubjecting ſtates to ſuch aſtoniſhing 
revolutions, is to teach men that they are in his pre- 
ſence as nothing; that he is alone the MosT HI OR, 
the ETERNAL KING, the SovEREIGN ARBITER, 
who acts as he pleaſes with ſupreme power, both in 
heaven and earth. : 

« Gop, to make theſe important truths ſtill more 
ſenſible, ſhewed to Daniel in viſions four dreadful 
beaſts, riſing from a vaſt ſea, in which the four winds 
combat together with fury; and under theſe ſymbols 
he repreſents to the prophet, the origin, the character- 
iticks, and fall of the four great empires which were 
to govern the world ſucceſſively. 

“The prophet then related more particularly, the 
character of each of theſ: empires. After having re- 
preſented the empire of the Babylonians under the 
image of a lioneſs, and that of the Medes and Perſians, 
under the form of a bear, greedy of prey: he draws 
the picture of the Grecian monarchy, under the image 
of a ſpotted leopard with four heads and four wings : 
the Roman empire is then deſcribed under the image of 
à fourth beaſt, exceeding dreadful, with ten horns, 
and great iron teeth, ſtamping and devouring all 
before it.” When you read the hiſtories of theſe na- 
tions, you will find theſe ſymbols exactly agree with 
them, | 

About two years after Daniel's miraculous deliver— 
ance from the lions, Darius died, and Cambylis, king 
of Perſia, being alſo dead, Cyrus returned, and took 
upon him the government of the whole cmpire. 
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THE ConTiIxXUaTiON of THE RETN ov CYRUS 
—THE RETurN of THE CapTive JEWS 19 
JERUSALEM. | 


OW in the firſt year of Cyrus king 
of Perſia, that the word of the Io 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fi!) (5114, 
the Logo ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrus bing 
of Perſia, that he made a proclariation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it al 
in writing, ſaying, 

Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, The 
Lorp Gop of heaven hath given me 3! the 
Kingdoms of the earth: and he hath charge! 
me to build him an houſe at Jeruſalem which 
is in Judah. 

Who 1s there among you of all his people? 
his Gop is with him, and let him go up to 
Jeruſalem which is in Judah, and build the 
houſe of the LokD Gop of Ifrael (he the 
Gop) which is in Jeruſalem, 

And whoſoever remaineth in any |: 
where he ſojourneth, let the men of h. 
help him with ſilver, and with gold. 
with goods, and with beaſts, beſides t. 
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THE SACRED VESSELS RESTORED. 357 
will-offering fur the houſe oft Gb that 1S in 
| {erufalem. 
| Then roſe up the chief of the fathers of 
| Judah and Benjamin, and the prieſts and the 
Levites, With ail them whoſe fr1rit God had 
raiſed to go up, to build the houſe of the 
LoxD which is in Jeruſalem, 

And all they that were about them 


iT ſtrengthened their hands with veſſels of ſil- 
King ver, with gold, with goods, and with beaſts, 
ton and with precious 2 beſides all that 
o was willingly oficred. 


Y 


Alſo Cyrus the king brought forth the 
veſſels of the houſe of the Log D, which Ne- 
buchadnezzar had brought forth out of Je- 
ruſalem, and had put them in the houſe of 
his gods 5 

Even thoſe did Cyrus king of Perſia bring 
forth by the hand of Mithredath the trea- 


0 ſurer, and numbered them unto Sheſhbazzar 
* | the prince of Judah. 
JT All the veſſels of gold, and of ſilver were 


five thouſand and four hundred. All thefe 
did Sheſhbazzar bring up with then of the 
captivity that were brought u 7 from Babylon 
unto Jeruſalem. 


Now 
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358 THE RETURN FROM BABYLON. 


Now theſe are the children of the province. 


that went up out of the captivity, of tho 
which had been carried away, whom Nebu. 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon had carricd 
away unto Babylon, and came again unto Je. 
ruſalem and Judah, every one unto his city; 

The whole congregation together was for- 
ty and two thouſand three hundred and 
threeſcore, 

Beſides their ſervants and their maids, of 
whom there were ſeven thouſand three hun- 
dred thirty and ſeven; and there were among 
them two hundred ſinging- men and finowin;. 
women. | 

Their horſes were ſeven hundred thirty 
and fix; their mules, two hundred forty and 
five ; 

Their camels four hundred thirty an 
five; their aſſes, {ix thouſand ſeven hundicd 
and twenty. 

And ſome of the chief of the fathers, wc: 
they came to the houſe of the LORD wii! 
is at Jeruſalem, offered freely for the house 
of God to ict it up in his place. 

They gave after their ability unto the 
treaſure of the work, threeſcore and ore 
thouſand drams of gold, and five thoularc 
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THE RETURN FROM BABYLON. 359 


| pounds of ſilver, and one hundred prieſts 
garments. | 


So the prieſts and the Levites, and ſome 


of the people, and the ſingers, and the por- 
ters, and the Nethinims dwelt in their cities, 
and all Iſrael in their cities. 


ANNOTATIONS AN Dp REFLECTIONS. 


The ſeventy years captivity was now expired, and 
we may conclude, that the decree of Cyrus in favour 
of the Jews was obtained by Daniel; who to induce 
this king to grant his requeſt, it is likely ſhewed 
him the prophecy of Iſaiah, in which he is expreſsly 
named, one hundred and fifty years before he was born, 
as you read in a former ſection *. It is alſo probable 
that Cyrus, when he ſaw in his journey into Syria 
ſo large a country as Judea lying vaite and deſolate, 
was moved with a deſire to people it; and who ſo pro- 
per as1ts former inhabitants ? 

As ſoon as Cyrus had iſſued his decree, you find num- 
bers of Jews aſſembled; their chief leaders were Zerub- 
babel the ſon of Salathiel, the ſon of Jehoiachin king 
of Judah, and jeſhua the fon of Joredech the high- 
prieſt. Not only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
but remnants of the ten tribes who had been carried 
away by Tiglath-Pileſar, Salmaneſar, and Effarhaddon, 


ſill retained the worſhip of God; theſe, therefore, 


gladly took advantage of Cyrus's decree, for it extend- 
ed not to Jupan only, but 79 all the houſe of ISRAEL. 
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POUNDATION OF THE TEM LAID Ar 


e. 
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ND when the ſeventh month wa 
come, and tne Children of Iſrael wer: 
in the cities, the people gathered then (lier 


together as one man to Jeruſalem. 
Then ſtood up Jeſhua the ſon of Jo- 


and his brethren the prieſts, and bb übel 


the ſon of Shealtiel, and his brethren, ane 
builded the altar of the Gop of Iſrael, ts -. 
fer burnt-offerings thereon, as it is wr iter 
in the law of Moſes the man of Gop. 

And they ſet the altar upon his baſes, 
fear was upon them becauſe of the pcoj!; 
of thoſe countries : and they offered bun 
offerings thereon unto the Logo, even 4: 
offerings morning and evening; 

They kept alſo the feaſt of tabernac! 4 
it is written, and offered the daily burint-l. 
ferings by number, according to the cu n, 
as the duty of every day required ; 


And afterward offered the continual but 


offering, both of the new moons and of 
the ſet feaſts of the LORD, that were 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE TEMPLE. 361 


crated; and of every one that willingly of- 
ſered a free-will-offering unto the LORD. 


2 „ From the firſt day of the {eventh month 


a” |. WF began they to offer burnt-offer ings unto the 


Lonp. But the foundation of the temple of 
H war the LoRD was not yet laid. 
wo They gave money allo unto the maſons, 
and to the carpenters; and mtat, and drink, 
and oil unto them of Sidon, and to them of 
zadak, Tyre, to bring cedar- trees from Lebanon to 
„abel the ſea of Joppa; according to the grant 
and that they had of Cyrus king of Perſia, 
5 of. Nov in the Reon year of their coming 
Er unto the houſe of Gop at Jerufalem, in rhe 
| ſecond month, began Zerubbabel the fon of 
. ſi,  Shealticl, and Jeſhua the ſon of Jozadak, 
eople and the remnant of their brethren the 
Urnt. ptieſts and the Levites, and all they that were 


come out of the captivity unto Jeruſalem; 
and appointed the Levites, from twenty 


99 
© years old and upwards, to ſet forward the 
of: work of the houſe of the Logv. | 

p, Then ftood Jeſhua with his ſons and his 
brethren, Kadmicl and his ſons, the ſons of 
Judah together, to ſet forward the workmen 
| the houſe of Gov: the ſons of Henadad, 
Yor. IV. R vith 
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362 THE FOUNDATION LATD. 


with their ſons and their brethren the Le. 
vites. - 

And when the builders laid the four. 
tion of the temple of the Lonxp, they ſcr i; 
prieſts in their apparel with trumpets, an 
the Levites the ſons of Aſaph with cymba!s 
to praiſe the LoRp, after the ordnance of 
David king of Iſrael. 

And they ſung together by courſe, in 
praiſing and giving thanks unto the 1.0; 
becaule he is good, for his mercy endurc*! 
for ever towards Iſrael. And all the j:;;!: 
ſnouted with a great ſhout when they hr 
tne Loxrp, becauſe the foundation of ti! 
houſe of the Lord was laid. 

But many of the prieſts and Levites, a1 
chief of the fathers, who were ancient mc 
that had ſeen the firſt houſe, when the ſon- 
dation of this houſe was laid before ther 
eyes, wept with a loud voice; and 
ſhouted aloud for joy ; 

So that the people could not diſcern 
noiſe of the ſhout of joy from the no: 
the weeping of the people: for the | 
ſhouted with a loud ſhout, and the no. 


heard afar off. 
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SAMARITANS ENMITY, 363 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It required time to collect materials, and engage 
workmen, therefore the firſt year was employed in theſe 
© neceſſary preparations; but early in the ſecond the 
foundation was laid, which was done with great f9- 


Temple was building, a Tabernacle was ſet up, as in 

the days of David. 

Whilſt the Jews were carrving on the work, the 8a- 
T 


maritans, who wcre planted in ſeveral cities of Iſra 


9 
— * 


22 7 
. 


in the room of the Iſraclites, whom Shalmanezar, king 
Hof Aſſyria, carried away captive, deſired to join with 
pie them in the work; but neither the governors nor 
ro.'{4 W chiefs of the families of }ſrac] would eonſent, being 


e apprehenſive that they were no better than idolators, 


: notwithſtanding they profeſſed to worſhip the GOD &f 


© Ifrad: this refuſal exaſperated the Samaritans, who 
ARE did their utmoſt to obſtruct the work; and though 
en i they could not alter the decree of Cyrus, yet, by brib. 
OUN- ing his miniſters, they, in a great meaſure, defeated its 
heir effect, fo that for ſeveral years the building went on 
but ſlowly ; theſe diſputes gave rite to that enmity 
which afterwards ſubſiſted between the Jews and Sa- 

maritans, 
It is ſuppoſed, that on this occaſion Daniel gave 
himſelf up to prayer, and had ſome of thoſe wonderfal 
viſions I mentioned in a former jection *, and it is 
thought he died ſoon after. You are a 
quainted with the principal events of this good man's 
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354 THE DEATH OF DANIEL. 


life, and therefore I need not eniarge on his CharaRer; 
it is ſufficient to remark, that he was univerſity 
eſteemed and renowned for his wiſdom and ami be 
diſpoſition; for he devoted his heart to Gop in hi; 
youth, and obtained the blefling of the Long, ul 
from a captive, made him a prince, and diſtinguiſhed 
him with his divine favour to the laſt. 

By the death of Daniel, the Jews having lot 2 
powerful advocate in the Perſian court, their enge. 
took advantage of them, and ſucceeded in ine t 
their deſigns againſt them; but as the people were ls 
to work, and had the afhitance of the Zidonans in e. 
ſpect to labour and materials, they proceeded, thong! 
not with ſuch expedition as they would have due 
the decree of the king of Perſia had been ailuws. 
have its full influence, | 


7 
i 
j 


In the ſeventh year after the reftoration of the [cs 
died Cyrus, their great benefactor, having rind 
from his firſt taking on him the command of the Ve:- 
ſtan and Median armies, thirty years; from his t ing 
of Babylon, nine years; and from being ſole monaten 
of the eaſt, after the death of his uncle Darius, t en 
years; being at the time of his death, ſeventy your; 
old. 

After Cyrus, who was you know, the founder cf 
the Perſian monarchy, there were twelve ſucce fit mo- 
narchs. Cambyſes, Smerdis Magus, Darius Hy ia 
Aerxes the firſt, Artaxerxes Longimanus, Xerxc- 
ſecond, Sogèianus, Darius Nothus, Artaxer:e 
non, Artaxerxes Ochus, Arſes, and Darius Codoino ws 
The hiſtory of theſe kings has been tranſmittec 
and you will have great pleaſure in reading 
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DANIEL'S PROPHECY, 36; 


at preſent, we mult keep our attention fixed to Aae 
| þifory, You have ſeen the completion of the pro- 


phecies reſpecting the Babylonian empire, I thall now 
inform you what Daniel preditec c- ancerning | Perſia, 
% He * declares in preciſe terms, that aſter the three 
firſt kings, viz, Cyrus, Camb: ſes, and Darins, a fourth 
monarch will ariſe, which is Xerxes, and that he wall 
exceed all his predeceffors in power and riches 3 that 
th! 's prince, pufted up with the idea of his own gran 
deor, which ſhall have roſe to its higheſt pitch, will 
aſſemble all the people in his boundleſs dominions, 
that among 


1} 


and lead ther to the conguelt of Greece; 
the Greeks ſhall ariſe a king, of a very different turn 
of mind from Xerxes. Ie ſhall be a bold, valiant mo- 
narch, ſhall ſucceed in all his a as. and fhall 


eſtabliſh an irrefiitivle 1 on the ruins of the van- 
quiſhed nations. But at a time when he fall imagine 
himſelf moſt firmly pres on the throne, ſhall loſe his 
life with the regal dignity, and not leave any poſterity to 
ſucceed him in it. This new monarchy, loſing on a 
ſudden, the ſplendor and power for which it was re- 
nowned, ſhall divide itſelf towards the four winds of 
heaven; from its ruins ſhall ariſe, not only four great 
kingdoms, Egypt, Syria, Afia Es and Macedon, 
but alſo ſeveral foreigners or barbarians ſhall uſurp its 
provinces, and form kingdoms out of theſe,” There 
are ſeveral prophecies to the teme effec, and they 
were exactly fulfilled ; from which we may learn, that 
“the Supreme Being orders all things, though he 


conceals the operations of his wiſdom, and the wonders 


£ 
1 


of his providence, beneath the veil of natural cauſes 


* Dan. xi, + Rollin's Ancicnt Hiſtory. 
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3866 "PERSTFAN KINGS 


and ordinary events.” The WILL of man is left, 
but the conſequences of bis actions are detert. 

Gop, for the puniſhment of vice, and rev-4;4 2 
virtue. | 

We muſt now return to tne hiſtory of the I 
us fee what befel them in the reigns of the i:ino: 
Perſia, aſter the death of Cyrus, 

Cambyies, who is in ſcripture called Ahaſuc:u.“, 
being of a very different diſpoſition from his |, 
the enemies of the Jews addreſſed themſelves to kim, in 
order to prevail with him to flop the building Go itt 
Temple; but it ſeems he had too much reſpect for ne 
memory of his father, to be induced, publickiy t te. 
voke his decree; however, he defeated in a greut ml 
ſare the deſign of it, by ſeveral diſcouragements, 
that it went on very lowly in his days. 

The next king was Smerdis, who is called in {:ip- 
ture Artaxerxes +; as Toon as he was ſettled on ile 
FAROE, the Samaritans endeavoured to prejudices him 


(I. 


punt the Jews, as you will read in the followi 


2 rl 
— 


88 $7 
* £3. * V4! 
IEecilO £40 


* Fzre iv, + Ibid, 


Fe 
* 


* 

1 A 4 
A » 4 * # 

1 

4 4e 

[ - 
V 4 , 
25 's 
4 r A. 
* 

? 

.- 4 * 

9 'n 4 

* 

i 
11 ; 

a 1.48 4 

; 
4 4 
1 * 

* CLI] 

1 ; 
174 * 
1 In 

[a 
of le 

4 . 

T £ 
+ 1 

74 J 
* 1, 

! 41 * 

1 20 
- 
it 7] Ne 

57 , 

Cot 
9.9 
ITT) 
* 
1419 
1 
— 


and cuſtom, and if wilt thou endamage the 
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Tus HisTORY CF THE 
TANS pu fNG TAE KREeigns oF ARTAYER= 
YES and DARIUS HYSTASPES, 


ND in tlie days of Artaxerxes, 

maritans wrote „ unto the king. 

This is the copy of the letter that the) 

ſent unto him, cven unto Artaxerxes the 

king; Thy ſervants the men on this fide the 
river; and at ſuch a time. 


SOD I Ec : 
Be it known unto the king, that the Jews 


. yy 1 5 2 > > * 3 — * 
which came up from thee to us are come 
L 13 Einar the „ 8 4 
unto. Jeruſalem, building the rebellious at 
2 s . L 1 12 7 . 7 FF. 
the bad City, and have let up the Walls 


thereof, and joined the foundations. 


Ts * Db9 e 
Be it known now unto the e king that 16 
9 . 1 24 ö 2 "$0 = S 
this city be builded, and the walls ſet uf 
again, then will they not Pay toll, tribute 


revenue of the kin: 98. 
Now. OT IPs we have maintenance irom 


the king” s palace, and it was not meet for 
us to ſee the king's diſhonour ; therefore 


have we ſent and certified th 
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363 SAMARITAN'S ENMITY, 


That ſearch may be made in the book of 
tne records of thy fathers : ſo ſhalt thou find 
in the book of the records, and knov chat 
this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful 
unto kings and provinces, and that they have 
moved ſedition within the ſame of old ine, 
for which cauſe was this city deſtroveci, 

Ve certify the ling that if this city be 
bulided again, and the walls thereof ter up, 
by tins means thou ſhalt have no portion on 
this ide the river. 

Then ſent the king this anſwer: The let- 
ter which ye ſent unto us hath been plainly 
read before me. 

And I commanded, and ſearch hath been 
made, and it 1s found that this wy of old 
time hath made inſurrection againſt E , 
and that rebellion and ſedition * 
made therein. 

There have been mighty kings all 


Jeruſalem, which have ruled over all £51; 


tries beyond the river; and toll, tribu: 
cuſtom was paid unto them. 

Give ye now commandinent to can: 
men to ceaſe, and that this 
builded, until another commandmen: 


be given from me. 
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HAGGATS PROPHECY. 369 


Take heed now that ye fail not to do 


this: why ſhould damage grow to the hurt 
| of the kings? 


Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes“ 


letter was read before Rehum and Shimſhai 
the ſcribe; and their companions, they went: 


up in haſte to Jeruſalem unto the Jews, and 
made. them to ceaſe by force and power. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Artaxerxes continued but eight months on the 
throne; after his death, Darius, the fon of Hyſtatpes, 
a noble Perſian, who had followed Cyrus in all his 
wars, was raiſed to the throne. Although by the 
death of Artaxerxes, his edict for ſtopping the building 
of the Temple was now at an end, yet the Jews, ne- 
glecting to reſume the work, Gop ſmote the land with 
barrenneſs; but in the ſecond year of Darius, being 
informed by the prophet Haggai, of the cauſe of this 
judgment, and exhorted to their duty, they again pre- 
pared for carrying on the work; and to encourage 
them, the ſame prophet was ſoon after ſent with a gra- 
cious meſſage to them, as follows: 


In the fewenth month, in the one and tæucuticihß day 
of the month, came the <verd of the Lokp by the prophet 
Haggai, Jaying ; 
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peat ne to Zeruotnte! the ſon of Shealticl, governor 
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ab Hen ye came out of Fgypt, ſec my Spirit remeinet) 


370 ZECHARIAH'S PROPHECY, 


Who is left among you that ſaw this houſe in fer 6,1 
LT! 


glory? and how do you ſee it now? is it not 51: 


in compariſca of it as nothing? 


7 7 , * 
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Yet now be fereng, O Zerubbabel, faith the Logp; 
and be ftrong, O Feſhua ſon of Foſeatch the Ci prieft; 
and be ſtrong, all je people of the land, ſaith the Logg, 


and bort: for I am with you, ſaith the Lok b i 
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According to the avord that JI covenanted abi 1:; 


Jeu < fear ze tot. 


For thus faith the LorD of hoſts, Yet once, . 
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while, and I will ale the heavens, and the earth, wi 


the ſea, and the dry land, 
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faith the LORD of hoſts. 
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This prophecy related to the Meſſiah, as! 


deavour 10 explain in a proper place. 
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LO RD 97 


ess DECKER: 


| doings; but they did not hear, nor hearten unto me, ſaith 
| tbe LORD. 

The Jews thus reproved and encouraged, ſoon fet 
about the building again, on which Haggai, in the 
name of the LoR D, promiſed them deliverance, and a 

- plentiful increaſe of all the früits of the earth; and aſ- 


fired Zerubbabel of divine favour and protection. 

In the beginning of the next year, the Samaritans 
ihding that the building of the Temple again went 
on, applied to Tatnai, who was governor of Paleſtine 
and Syria, ſoggeſting that the Jews proceeded without 
authority, and that it would tend to the prejudice of 
the king. But Tatnai being a man of juſtice and tem- 
per, enquired of the elders, and on their producing the 
decree of Cyrus, he wrote to the king. who cauſed the 
records to be ſearched, and the original decree was 
found, which Darius reſolved to c-nirm, and com- 


manded Tatnai to fee it put in execution; decreeing, 
that whoever ſhould obſtruct it, might have his houſe 


pulled down, a 1 hanged on a gallows erected on 


the ſpot; the king likewiſe pronto 


towards defray inz the expence'es the building of the 


Temple. 
A FA: 1 FREY | * 
The publiſhing of this decree, completed the reſto- 
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ration of the Jewiſh Kate on the d ſtruction of 
which, by the burning of the city and Temple at 
S p 25 
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572 2 ECHARIAH 's PROPHECY, 


fore ſent meſſages to Jeruſalem, to which they reached 
the following anſwer from the 0 RD, by the mouth of 
the prophet Zechariah : 


And the werd of the LoRp came anto Z:ici ory 
{ajing, | | 
1 hus Jpeaketh the Lord of hes, fajire 
true judgment, and ſaw mercy and compaſſion, every 
20 bis brother ; 

And oppreſs nat the widew, nor the ny”. 5, the 
Franger, nor the poor; and let noe of you. 7mag ie i] 


aranſt his brother in your Heart. 
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Thus ſaith the Lord, I am returned unio in, oy 
1 dabell in the iidſt of Feriſalem and ferujilen 


Hall be calicd, A city of truth: aud the moun! 
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BABYLONIANS REVOLT. 393 
Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do; Speak ye every 


| man the truth to his neighbour : executs the pudgment of 
truth and peace in your gates; 


And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts againſt 


his neighbour e and owe no fall? cath : for all theſe are 


things that I hate, ſaith the LORD. 
Thus ſaith the Lo R D of hoſts, The faſt of the -pands 
month, and the faſt of the fifth, and the faſt of the ſe- 


vent h, and the faſt of the tenth ſpall be to the houſe of 


Judab joy and gladneſs, and chearful feaſts : therefore 


love the truth and peace. 


This prophecy muſt have afforded great joy to the 
Jews, as it aſſured them of proſperity ; but I beg you 
will obſerve, my dear, that they were ſtrictly enjoined 
the practice of moral actions, without which, crrexonzial 
6bſervances were unacceptable, 

In the beginning of the fifth year of —_ the 
Babylonians revolted from him on account of his hay- 
ing removed the imperial ſcat to 3 and there- 
fore they reſolved to ſet up 2 king for themſelves, and 
began to lay in proviſions for a war; at length they 
broke into open rebellion ; Darius beſieged them, and 
knowing that they were not able to meet him in the 
feld, they reſolved to ſupport themſelves under a ſtege 
and that their proviſions might hold out, came to a 
deſperate reſolation to cut off all the uſeleſs pa 
the inhabitants; and therefore collecting together th 
women and children, they ſtrangled them all, except- 
ing only that each man was allowed to fave ene of his 


wives, and a maid ſervant to do the work of the houſe. 
The Iſraelites had been warned about two years be- 
fore, to flee out of that land, that they might be de- 
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374 DOWNFALL OF BABYLON, 


livered from the plagues which were coming on it; 

and there is great reaſon to ſuppoſe they did fo. Da. 

rius, in about a year and eight months took Babylon, 

and as ſoon as he was maſter of the place, he remored Mk Tas ” 
its hundred gates, and beat down its walls, reducin | 
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their height from two hundred cubits to thirty, and 
gave the inhabitants up for a ſpoil to the Perſians, why 


had been their ſervants, He impaled three thoufand 
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of the moſt guilty, and pardoned the reſt. It is to be 
obſerved, that the puniſpment of Babylon kept pac 
with the re/toration of Judah, according to the prophe. 
cy of Jeremiah“; and they were ſubjected to the Per. 


fians, in the ſame manner as they had conquered and | men 
ſubjected the Jews. Babylon languiſhed from ms the 
time, and at laſt came to utter deſolation, and 
fer. XXV. 12, 13, 14. 7 
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SE C3 EVE. 


Tas TEMPLE Ar JERUSALEM rinisSmED AND 


DEDICATED. 


N iy the elders of the Jews builded, 


and they proſpered through the pro- 
pheſying of Haggai the prophet, and Ze- 
chariah the ſon of Iddo. And they builded, 


and finiſhed it, according to the command- 


ment of the God of Iſrael], and according to 
the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, 
and Artaxerxes king of Perſia, 

And this houſe was finiſhed on the third 


day of the month of Adar, Which was in the 


ſixth year of the reign of Darius the king. 
And the children of Iſrael, the prieſts and 


the Levites, and the reſt of the children of 


the captivity, kept the dedication of this 
nouſe of Gop with joy, 

And offered at the dedication of this houſe 
of God an hundred bullocks, two hundred 
rams, four hundred lambs; and for a fin- 
offering for all Iſrael, twelve he-goats, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of It 

And they ſer the prieſts in their diviſions, 


— 


and the Levites in their courſes, for the ſer- 


375 THE TEMPLE DEDICATED. 
vice of Gop which is at Jeruſalem ; a 
written in the book of Moſes. 

And the children of the captivity 1-117 tle 
paiſover upon the fourteenth day of the bt 
month, 

And kept the feaſt of unleavened bread 
ſeven days with joy: for the Lokp had made 
them joyful, and turned the heart of the ling 
of Aſſyria unto them, to ſtrengthen their 
hands in the work of the houſe of Gov, ib; 
Gop of Iſrael. 


W2 
— * 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 


th, + 


The Iſraelites muſt undoubtedly have felt or 
at the dedication favs Temple, 
power to adorn it in ſ- 


It was not in ti 
magnificent a manner as . 


mon's was, nor to ce eee its dedication with ach 

numberleſs ſacrifices; and it wanted advantages wc! 
the firſt enjoyed, particularly the ToEREN Y Þi- 
vixE PRESENCE, the ARK cf i Covenaxr, the 
URiMm and TuumMmMmimM, and the Holy Firs 0n ite 


ALTAR; but they had a promiſe, that tee 
ris Temple ſhould exceed that of Solomon, as you 111? 
You may obſerve, my dear, that there wer 
twelve he- goats offered; from which we may unde 
that ſome of all the tribe returned to Jeruſalem, 

that of Judah being the molt numerous, they n 
nominated from it; and from this time, ALL ti 


ple began to be called Jews, 
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The Temple was twenty years in building: at the 


| dedication of it the 146, 147, and 148th pſalms are 
| ſuppoſed to have been ſung. 


Cyrus and Darius had afiigned the tribute due to 


them from Samaria, to be paid towards the building of 
the Temple, and furniſhing the Jews with ſacrifices; 
| that oblations and prayers might be offered there, for 


the king and royal family, and the welfare of the 
Perſian empire. This was a great mortification to 
the Samaritans, and they uſed their utmoſt ended» 
yours to get rid of what they thought an indignity, 
bat could not ſucceed; and, on pretence that the 
Temple was fni/h:d, they refuſed to let the Jews have 
the annual ſum any longer; on which, complaint was 
made to Darius, and the Samaritans enjoined to pay 
it, as formerly, 

Darius defirous of enlarging his empire, entered into 
India, and brought into ſubjection that large country, 


from which he annually received a conſiderable ſum, ' 


Some years after, he invaded Grerce, but was re- 
pulſed with loſs; he therefore reſolved to make an in- 
vaſion on it in perſon, and notwithſtanding the Egyp- 
tians revolted from him, he perſiſted in his deſign, but 
determined to ſend a part of his forces to reduce Egypt. 
Darius was at this time a very old man, and as there 
was 4 conteſt amongſt his ſons about the ſucceſſion, he 
thought it neceflary to ſettle this point before he went 
on his expedition, and declared Xtnxzs his ſucceſſor, 
When all things were ready for the Grecian war, Da- 
rins fell fick and dicd, having reigned thirty-ſix years. 
He was a prince of wiſdom, clemency and juſtice, and 

you 
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3758 REIGN OF XERXES, 


you will have great pleaſure in reading the whole d. 
his l:iſtory, | 


ThE REICN oF XERXES, Kixc or PERS, 


* ” * » 
ACTXES, in the firſt year of his reign, carried on the 


preparations for the Grecian war: he confirmed to tj; 
ws all th 111 6 Dar 
Je, 25 it the privileges granted to them by Daria, 
eipecially that of the tribute of Samaria. In the fe. 
| of xl : 
cond year of his reign he ſubdued the Eoyptians, and 
reduced them to a heavier yoke than before; ciated 


Taz RE1G! 


with this ſucceſs, he reſolved upon a war with Greece, ARTAXE 
and made great preparations for it. Jeſkua, the high. Wh.” the thro! 
prieſt of the Jews, died about this time, in the i. LONGIMA? 
third year of his prieſthood, and Joiakim, his fon, !:. dominions, 
ceeded in that office. Early in the next ſpring Yer: AHASUER: 
ſet Out On his 1222 = . | oy of T8 5 This ki 
t Or expedition againſt Greece, with a land ü 
army conſiſting of one million ſeven hundred thouſand divorced o 
2 1 . Y 
foot, and eighty thouſand horſe, and a fleet propor- when he w 
jonable; 3 100 e tainment: 
tionable; but being vanquiſhed by Themittocics, ! ; 
3 2 . 
Athenian general, in a memorable battle at Salam, tranſaction 
; 5 fent it wil 
he eſcaped in a ſmall kſhing-boat, and returned bens, 1 
7 1 ; terwards 1 
leaving three hundred thouſand ſoldiers under the £014 | 
mand of one of his generals, to conquer Greece; Which . 
7 : ky 1 1 F 3 re S ob 
army was, not long after, entirely deſtroyed at £49, ; : , 
J . ; 
by Pauſanius, the Spartan. You remember Dan: : l 
prophecy, which I told you related to this king *. 55 dilp 
; . ; W 
Xerxes, on his return home towards Shuſhan, Pac 3 
IN f | againſt th 
ing through Babylon, made great devaſtation there bY W > 1h 
152 * . . : 5 nam 
deſtroving their temples and images, by which ke fal ; 
: queen E! 


27 1 2 » 8 ig 
filled the propheci:s of Jeremiah and Ifaiah +. Th 


for thoſe 
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DEATH OF XERXES. 379 


ald and filver, of which the images were made, he con- 


yerted to common uſes : being at laſt whoily diſcourage 


ed by his loſſes and deteats, he gave his mind entirely 
up tO luxury and 5 vnd grew into Zreat PI 
| tempt with his ape rtabanes, the captain O N43 
guards, conſpired againſt or m, and with the affiſtance 


of Mithridates, his chamberlain, got into the royal 


7 


77 apartment, and murdered him whilſt he flept in his bed. 
_ rae n or ARTAXERXES LONGIMANUS. 
EH 


Ax TAxXERX ES, one of the ſons of Xerxes, ſuccceted 
1 | to the throne; he is by the Greek hiftorians called 
: | LonGIMANUS, on account of the great extent of his 
| dominions, but in ſome pa. ts of {cripture he is called 


= FN 
5 This king had a Sen named Vaſhti tr, who wa 
. divoreed on acccount' of her refuſing to attend him 
5 when he was ente: taining his nobles at a fellive egter- 


tainment:—I ſhall give you the whole hiſtory ol ths 
tranſaction when we have time to attend toit; at Pre- 
ſent it will be ſufficient to fay, that Artaxcrxes was af- 
terwards married to a young Jewels named Es THER), 
of great beauty and piety, who, by her 
dreſs, obtained ſeveral privileges for the Jews, and 


2 


* 
. 
rue a- 
2 


afterwards prevented a dreadful maſſacre of thoſe who 
were diſperſed in the different provinces of Perſia, to 


which they were condemned by a royal decree i7uc 


4 * 1 * } 


ayainft them, at the inſtigation of a favourite miner. 


named Haman. The privileges which it is ſuppoſed 

queen Eſther obtained for the Jews, were, permiſion 

for thoſe who Mill refided in Perſia, to tcturn to feru- 
Book of Eſther. + Ibid, 

ſalem; 
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380 ARTAXERXES? LEFTY 
ſalem; 
regulate and govern both according to their own |; 
EZRA was commiſſioned to put in execution che 


which the king granted for this purpoſe. 1, 
deſcended from Seraiah the high-prieſt, who 0 


by Nebuchadnezzar when he burnt the l , 


1 


Jeruſalem: he was a man of great piety an. 


n. 
very converſant in the ſcriptures, and Well a 
wich the law of Moles. Artaxerzes inveſted E. 

full authority to do whatever might be for ti. 
tage of the Jewiſh ſtate, as You will judge f: 


follows, 


Tre LETTER waicyu ARTAXERXES 6117 79 
E Z RA. 


Artaxerxes ting of kings unto Ezra the price, a fl, 
of the law of the GoD of heaven, perfect 5 and at 
Such a time. I make a decree, that all they e. 11 
of Ijrael, and of his priefls, and Lewites in 11: BE 
evhich are minded of their baun free-w;ll to gon 
ruſalem, go with thee. Foraſmuch as thou art iu 
king, and of his ſeven counſellors to enguire couccy); 
dah and Jeruſalem, according to the Jax of i) 
ab Hic is in thine hand; and to carry the lait, d. 
ewhich the King and his counſellors have freely rf 
the GOD of Ijrael, who/e habitation 7s in 
and all the felver end gold that thou 
the province of Babylon, avith the 
people, aud of the priefls, Mering willingly fs, 
of their ( 7 
buy ſpeedily evith this money bullocks, rams, Iam! 


* 
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len upon the altar file l cuſe of your Gop which is in 
yruſalen. And a forver fhail ſeem good to thee and 
1 thy brethren to do ac ihe reſt of thy fil ven and gold, 
that as after the id of your woD. The weffels alſo 
that are given thee for th ferice of the houſe of thy GOD, 
loſe deliver thou before the GOD of Feruſalem. And 
Lybatſoewver more bail be necdful for the houſe of thy God, 
Fahich thou ſpalr have eccafion to beſiow, beſtow it cut of 
i king's treaſure houſe. And I, even J Artaxerxes the 


bing, do make a decree to all the treafurers which are 


beynd the river, that a:ha!ſcever Ezra the prieſt, the 


J ſcribe of the law of the GOD , heaven, fall require of 
yu, it be done ſpeedily; unto an hundred talents of flver, 
and to an hundred menſures of wheat, and to an hundred 
| baths of wine, and 10 an 3 Laths of cl, and ſclt 
F without preſcribing hew much. Ii i hatjoe< er 75 conmmarided 
| ty the GoD of heaven, lit it be diligen n:ly dane for the 


houſe of the GOD of heaven for why fovuld there be 
wrath againſt the realm of the king and his ſons * Alſo 
we certify you, that touching any of the pricfis and Le- 
vites, fingers, porters, Nethinims, or min;ſfiers of this 

hinſe of Gov, zt hall nit be [axvful 79 in poſe roll, tribute, 
or cuſtom upon them. And thin, Heng, after the wijdom 
of thy Gop, that is in thine hand, ſit magiſirates and 
Judges, which may judge all the prople that are beyond the 


river, all ſuch as know the laws of thy Gon; and teach 
ye them that know them not. And awuhefoewer vill not ds 
the law of thy Gop, aud the law of the Ring, let judg- 
ment be executed ſpeedily upon him, evhether it be unto 
death, or to baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, or to 
emprijoument, 


One 
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382 EZRA'S FAITH AND PIETY, 


One could ſcarcely have expected, that a heather 
prince would have made-ſuch proviſion for the Tempe 
ſervice, or expreſſed himſelf in terms of reverence i 


reſpect to GOD; but we may learn from this circum. 
ſtance, that idolators were ſo far convinced of the {. 
vereignty of the LORD Jrnovan, that they wer 
Willing to be at expence to purchaſe his favour. 

As ſoon as Ezra had received this letter, he made 
known its contents; and in a ſhort time afembeed . 
gether one thouſand four hundred and ninety-iix nien, 
beſides women and children, amongſt whom were tw 
prieſts, and about forty Levites. They were very li|;e!y 
to be attacked by enemies in the way, eſpecis 
they carried treaſures with them, yet Ezra would 


—- 


aſk for guards; initead of that, he and the people had 
recourſe to prayer and faſting, in order to engage tl; 
protection of Gop; for Ezra had declared to the |ine, 
that the hand of the LorpD was upon all thoſe for 
good that ſought him; but his power and his «<'r0:4 
againſ them that ferfook him.” And it pleaſed Gov 
to reward the faith of him and his companions by the 
comforts of his Hory SPIRIT, fo that they arrived in 


ſafety at Jeruiaiem. The whole company, which cor- 


f ſted of a mixture of the ten tribes, offered ſacrifice: ; 


* 


and when they had ſhewed their commiſſions, gene 


ſiſtance to the work. 

In the ſecond year of Ezra's government, compli! 
was made that many of the people, and even ne ! 
the prieſts, had married heathen wives, contrar; 
law; this filled him with grief and confternation, 
was apprehenſive that they would again return 


Sy. As foon as it was reported that Ezra was it 
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THE SCRIPTURES COLLECTED. 38; 


fiction, there aſſembled unto him a great congrega- 
ton, who mixed their tears with his, and it was im- 
n nediatel) determined that they ſhould enter into 
n. covgwaN T 2775 Gor, to put away theſe wives, 
-ich was accordingly done; but without doubt they 
ere bee properly provided for. About one hundred and 
thirty perſons oniy had tranſgreſſed in this particular; 
110 but had the affair not been attended to in time, it 
„ Voald in all probability have proved the deſtruction of 
1, de nation; and it was better that a ſmall number 
0 WF ſhould ſuffer at ſirft, than that they ſhould have their 
Religion corrupted. | 
A few years after this, Haman contrived the wicked 
plot I mentioned to you. The Jews ſtill obſerve a 
fat and feaſt in remembrance of the danger their fore- 
fathers were expoſed to, and their merciful deliverance 
from it. 
About the twelfth year of the reign of Artaxerxes 
died Joachim, the high-prieſt of the Jews, who was 
ſucceeded in his office by Eliaſhab his ſon. 
Before Ezra came to Jeruſalem, the ſcriptures were 
in a manner loſt, the people ignorant of the law, the 


worſhip of Gon neglected, and every thing both in 
church and ſtate in great diſorder. He continued in 
his government ſome years, and wrought great refor- 
mation; and made it his particular endeavour to pro- 
dace a correct copy of the HoLy ScerrPTUuRES ; that 
is to ſay, all the books of which they then conſiſted, 
which he divided into three parts, the Law, the PRo- 
PHETS, and the Holy WRITINCGS, viz. the Pſalms, 
Le. for which purpoſe he collected together all the 
copies of the ſacred bocks that he could meet with, 
3 | | that 
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334 NEHEMIAH'S 
that by comparing them, he might diſcover the mif:!;; 


of different tranſcribers. Originally every bock gf 
the Hebrew Bible was written without any diviſion in. 


GOVERNMENT. 


to chapters and verſes; but it is ſuppoſed that Ezra d. 
vided the law into fifty-four ſections, and that he 
added the laſt chapter of Deuteronomy, and other 
parts which appeared neceſſæry for connection and ll. 
luſtration. 

In the twenty- ninth year of the reign of Artaxerye:, 
Ezra reſigned the government of Judea to Nehemiah; 
but ſtill continued to inſtruct the people as an ex. 
pounder of the law, and a preacher of rightcoutne!s, 

NEHEMIAH was a Jew, whole anceſtors had f rmer- 
ly been citizens of Jeruſalem ; but having obtined a 
good ſettlement in the land of their captivity, hu aid 
there in preference to returning with their bretaren, 
He was cup-bearer to king Artaxerexes, wWhici wes 
both an honourable and profitable place, and hs 
accumulated a very great fortune; yet he was 0 
far from being inſenſible to the diſtreſſes of his coun- 
trymen, that when he was told that they were con- 
tinually expoſed to danger, deriſion and contempt, on 
account of their city being defenceleſs, he felt their 
ſorrows with the tendereſt ſympathy. He faſted and 
prayed, imploring the Loxd with the moſt earn tip 
plication, that he would incline the heart of Artie 
to favour his people, and then reſolved to petition th: 
king in their behalf. The Loxp lent a gracious en 
to his humble requeſt; and Artaxerxes not only grant, 
ed a decree to repair the walls and gates of ]<1114.cm, 
but ſent Nehemiah thither as governor, to ice it pu 


into execution. 
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FEAST OF DEDICATION. 385 
| As ſoon as his deſign was known, the Ammonites, 
Moabites, Samaritans, and other neighbouring nations 
reſolved to oppoſe it, You have already been inform- 
ed of the ancient.enmity of the Samaritans z- but they 
had an additional motive in common with the other 
nations, for oppreſſing them at preſent ; and this Was, 
that they had all ſeized upon different parts of the 


Jewiſh territories during the captivity, which, on the 
return of the Jews, they had been obliged to. reſtore ; 


for this reaſon, they did all in their power to- preyent 


their ſettlement, hoping they ſhould find an opportu- 
| nity of reſuming the prey they had loſt. Nehemiah. 


was not diſcouraged by theſe malicious enemies, nor 
by the infinuations of diſaffected people and falſe pro- 
phets within the walls, but reſolutely perſiſted ; and the 
people uſed their utmoſt exertions, laying their Wea- 


| pons by them, and working and Randing guard alter- 
| nately, by which means they accomplithed the work in 
| fifty-two days. 
time, did not even pull off their clothes but to change 
them for clean ones. 


Nehemiah and the ralers, during this 


When all was compleated, a great feaſt wes kept at 


After this, Nehemiah relleved the 
them money to ſupply their neceflities, had exaRted 
great intereſt ; to pay which they had been obliged to 
mortgage their lands, and cven give up their children 
to ſervitude. 
to acquaint the king with his ſuccels, Cy 4 


3 


new commiſſion, and, with the 


* ? . bas 
Shortly after, he returced into Perſia, 


e aſliſtance of Ezra, ſet 


| about a farther reformation of the church and {tate ; 


and as Jeruſalem was but thinly inhabited, they pre- 
Vor. IV. 


8 valled 


386 GENEALOGY OF THE JEws, 


vated on the rulers and other great ones to build 
houſes and dwell in the city; and of the common peo. 
ple, every tenth man was taken by lot, and obliged u 
ſettle there with their families; by which means, they 
were enabled to defend tlie place againſt their enemies 

Nehemiah next cauſed the genealogies of the people 
to be exactly ſcrutinized, that all might be directed in 
what parts to take their poſſeſſions; and the tribe of 
Levi to be aſcertained, that thoſe who were not of the 
family of Aaron might be excluded the ſanctuary. It i 
very curious to trace theſe genealogies, but this ve 
can do at a future time, as it would take our attention 
too long from the hiſtory. 

Ezra having completed his copy of the /aw if 
Gov, and written it out fairly in the Chaldee charac. 
ter, read it publickly, as you will learn 1 in the follow. 
ing ſection, 
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ELECT. CYL, 
Tas SOLEMN READING OF THE Law. 


A ND all the people gathered themſelves 

together as one man, into the ſtreet 
that was before the water-gate, and' they 
ſpake unto Ezra the ſcribe, to bring the 
book of the law of Moſes, which the Loxp 


| kad commanded to Iſrael, 


And Ezra the prieſt brought the law be- 


| fore the congregation, both of men and wo- 
| men, and all that could hear with under- 
| ſtanding, upon the firſt day of the ſeventh 
month. 


And he as therein before the ſtreet that 


was before the water-gate, from the morn- 
ing until mid-day, before the men and the 
| women, and thoſe that could underſtand ; 
aud the ears of all the people were attentive 
| unto the book of the law. | 


And Ezra the ſcribe ſtood upon a pulpit 


| of wood, which they had made for the pur- 
| Poſe, and beſide him ſtood Mattithiah, and 
Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hil- 

kiah, and Maaſeiah, on his right hand; and 


I 2 on 


— 
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on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Miſhacl, 20 
Malchiah, and Haſhum, and Haſhbadanz, 
Zechariah, and Meſhullam. 

And Ezra opened the book in the ſight of 
all the people (for he was above all the peo. 


So th 
ple) and when he opened it all the pcople ne., He 

o? * 
ſtood up: neither 


And Ezra bleſſed the Loxp the great And 
GoD: and all the people anſwered, men, Ml .nd to. 
amen, with lifting up their hands: and they make 9 
bowed their heads, and worſhipped de good 
Lokp with their faces to the ground. them. 

And the Levites cauſed the people to un- And 
derſtand the law: and the people ſtood in gether 
their place. ple, th. 

So they read in the book in the J:w of WM the fer 
Gop diſtinctly, and gave the ſenſe, and the lav 
cauſed them to underſtand the reading. And 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirſhathe, the Le 
and Ezra the prieſt the ſcribe, and the le- the ch 
vites that taught the people, faid unto al MW in the 
the people, This day is holy unto the Low W Ane 


your Gop, mourn not, nor weep: for al tl: in all 
people wept, when they heard the words ©! W Go fo: 
the law. | | brane] 


Then he faid unto them, Go your w, brane] 
eat the fat, and drink the ſweet, an ſend | of thic 
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329 
yortis hs unto them for whom nothing is 
prepared : for this day is holy unto our 
Loxd+ neither be you ſorry, for the Joy of- 
the Lord is your ſtrength. 

80 the Levites ſtilled all the people, ſay- 

o, Hold your peace, for the day is holy, 
5 be ye grieved. 

And all the people went their way to eat, 
and to drink, and to ſend portions, and to 
make great mirth, becauſe they had under- 
tood the words that were declared unto 


FEAST OF TABERNACLES. 


| them, 


And on the ſecond day were gathered to- 


| gether the chief of the fathers of all the peo- 
| ple, the prieſts and the Levites, unto Ezra 
the ſeribe, even to underſtand the words of 
the law. | 


And they found written in the law which 


the Lonb had commanded by Moſes, that 
the children of Iſrael ſhould dwell in booths, 


in the feaſt of the ſeventh month: 

And that they ſhould publiſh and proclaim 
in all their cities, and in Jeruſalem, ſaying, 
Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive- 
branches, and pine-branches, and myrtle- 
branches, and palm-branches, and branches 
of thick trees to make booths, as it is written. 
e 8 3 80 


390 A SOLEMN. FAST, 


So the people went forth, and brought 
them, and made themſelves booths, eva 
one upon the roof of his houſe, and in their 
courts, and in the courts of the houſe of 
Gop, and in the ſtreet of the water-gate, 
and in the ſtreet of the gate of Ephraim. 

And all the congregation of them that 
were come again out of the captivity made 
booths, and ſat under the booths : for ſince 

the days of Joſhua the ſon of Nun, unto that 
day, had not the children of Iſrael done ſo: 
and there was very great gladneſs. 

Alſo day by day, from the firſt day unto 
the laſt day, he read in the book of the lay 
of Gop : and they kept the feaſt ſeven days, 
and on the eighth day was a ſolemn aſſembly, 
according unto the manner. 

Now 1n the twenty and fourth day of this 
month, the children of Iſrael were aſſembled 
with faſting, and with ſackclothes, and carth 
upon them. 

And the ſeed of Iſrael ſeparated themſelves 
from all ſtrangers, and ſtood and confeſſed 


their ſins, and the iniquities of their fathers. | 


And they ſtood up in their place, and read 
in the book of the law of the Lorp their 


God, one fourth part of the day, and another 
fourth 
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fourth part they confeſſed, and worſhipped 


the LoxD their Gop. 
And they made a covenant with the LoRD 


their GoD. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax REFLECTIONS. 


The ſcaffold or pulpit from whence Ezra read the 


Ia to the people, was erected in. the largeſt ſtreet of 


the city ; he placed ſeven of the principal elders on his 


| right hand, and fix on his left; and having bleſſed the 


Lon d, began to read the Law in Hebrew, and whilſt 
he read it in that language, thirteen L2vites repeated it 


| period by period to the people in the Cha/dee tongue; 


which was uſually ſpoken by the Jews at that time. Ne- 


| hemiah and Ezra made uſe of every means in their power 
| to impreſs the minds of the people with a proper ſenſe 
of their duty, and excited them to make a covenant 
| with the Lox p, that they would keep his Sabbaths, 
and obſerve his ſtatutes ; and that they might no more 
| plead ignorance of the law in excuſe for their ſins, the 
| Iſraelites from this time had the ſcriptures frequently 
| read and explained to them by the moſt learned 
ö amongſt the Levites and other ſcribes, which at firſt 


it is likely they did in the ſame manner as Ezra; but 
the inconvenience of ſtanding in the open ſtreet in all 
weathers, ſuggeſted the thought of building houſes or 
tabernacles ; and this ſeems to have been the original 
of ſynagogues, which ſoon multiplied like our pariſh- 
churches ; for every town where there were ten per- 


{ons of full age and in eaſy circumſtances of life, ſo as 


to have leiſure to attend the public ſervice, was at li- 
84 berty 
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berty to erect one, and in each of theſe ſynagnous; 
was a copy of the law. The ſervice performed in then 
conſiſted of Prayers, reading the Scriptures, and Preach. 
ing or expounding them. This was done two days in 
the week, beſides on the ſabbath and the feſtivals, Th. 
law being divided, as I told you, into fo many ſe&iq; 
as there are weeks in the year, they read half a 1:{ 
on Monday morning, and the other half on Thur 
morning,, and this ſame leſſun they read on the ſab: at 
both morning and afternoon ; and when reading of the 
prophets was added to reading the law, the ſame order 
was obſerved in reſpect to them. 

The hours of prayer amongſt the Jews, whether in 
their ſynagogues or private houſes, were at the times 
of offering the morning and evening ſacrifices in the 
Temple; for they ſuppoſed that the ſacrifices and in. 
cenſe were deſigned to render Gop propitious to them, 
and to make their prayers acceptable. The priz! 
and Levites only officiated in the Temple, but per[9:: 
of any tribe were appointed for the ſervice of the ns. 
gog ue by ſome of the elders of the town, wio were 
called rulers of the ſynagogue, 

Great advantages aroſe from the practice of building 
ſynagogues, andreading and explaining the ſcriptures, 
for the Jews never were guilty of idolatry any more; 
but when they were afterwards ſcattered into various 
nations, they erected places for public worſhip where- 
ever the rulers of the country would permit then 
was alſo by means of theſe ſynagogues that he es. 
thens, where the Jews were diſperſed, came to 
the true God, and ſome general principles f 
and picty. 
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* 

lagoguet Nehemiah, after he had been governor of Judea 
in then del years, returned to the Perſian court: he ſtaid 
Preach. N about five years in Perſia, and then was ſent by the 
days jn king with a freſh commiſſion : during his abſence many 
„ Tic Wi things had gone wrong, but he exerted his uſual zeal 
{im if to reform all irregularities. About four years after 
a leſthn Nehemiak's- return to Jeruſalem, Artaxerxes died in 
1ur{day the forty-firſt year of his reign : during his government 
abba Nehemiah acted with great juſtice, and ſupported his - 
of the Wi office with a very expenſive magnificence out of his 


2 order on private purſe. He had, as IU faid before, amaſſed . 


great wealth, and thought he could not expend it bet- 


i127 in WF ter than in the ſervice of God and his country, and in 
tines WP the promotion of RE11G10N, and Gop proſpered him 
in tle Wi accordingly. You ſhall, when we have leiſure, read 

i in. WF Nehemiah's own account of his government, which is 


then, Wi in the bible, and J am ſure you will be charmed with 
0 | 
us eralted piety, his love for his country, extenſive 


N benevolence, judicious liberality, and manly courage; 
TY for they ſhew his character in a moſt amiable light, 
T and render him worthy of the imitation of thoſe who 
1 are bleſſed with power and afluence. | 
3 Ezra's example is well worthy of the conſideration 
ET of thoſe, whoſe buſineſs it is to inftruR others in the 
wk duties of RELIGION; for he was indefatigable in the 
II, ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and took infinite pains to ren- 
3 der them intelligible and uſeful. 

8 Taz HisTory oF THE JEWS DpUAINX GTE REIONS 
1 o XERXES TRE Stcoxp,, SOGDIANUS, Ax? 
hs DARIUS NOT HUS. 

| ARTAXERXES was ſucceeded by his ſon Xerxes the 
ak, fecond who was killed by his brother Sogdianus. 
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394 "PERSIAN KEI N G S. 

SOGDIANUS was put to death i in a cruel manner by 
his brother Ochus. 

Ocnvs obtained the Pens and changed his 
name to Darius, and is the ſame whom hiſtorians call 
Darius Noruus. 

- Nehemiah, during theſe revolutions, continued {1 
in the government of Judea, ELtasHis, the high. 
prieſt, died in the 11th year of the reign of Darius 
Nothus, and was ſucceeded by IE HOIADA. 

This king. permitted a man named Walla, v to 
ere a Temple on mount Gerizim, like that at [erv. 
ſalem, and make his ſon-in-law Manaſles, high. 
prieſt of it. Manaſſes was one of thoſe Jews who mar- 
ried heathen wives, and reſolving not to give up his, 
had fled from Jeruſalem to eſcape puniſhment : from 
this time Samaria became the common refuge and a. 
ſylum of thoſe Jews who were found guilty of break- 
ing the ſabbaths, &c. ſo that in time the greateſt part 
of its inhabitants were apoſtate Jews. Thoſe whom 
Efar-haddon had planted there, worſhipped other gods 
beſides the Loxp; but theſe did not do ſo, for a book 
of the law was carried to Samaria, and publicly read; 
daily ſervice was alſo performed there, the ſame as at 
Jeruſalem: notwithſtanding this, the Jews hated the 
Samaritans above all the people upon earth, and a- 
vaided all kind of converſe and communication with 
them—the original cauſe of this enmity you are al- 
ready acquainted with, 

How long Nehemiah lived at Jeruſalem after this, 
is uncertain, but it is ſuppoſed he continued in the 
government to the time of his death ; after him ther? 
ſeems to have been no governor of Judea, but ti: 
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country being added to Syria, became wholly ſubjected 
t the governor of that province, and under him 
the high-prieſt had the truſt of regulating all affairs 
there. Darius Nor Hus met with great diſturbances, 
and after he had reigned nineteen years died. 

T have told you, my dear, that the Lox D made 7wvo 
Covenants with ABRAHAM, one relating to TEM- 


F roxalL PROSPERITY 77 the land of Canaan, the other 


to a general Blefing to be conveyed through him to ALL 
Manxinpd. You have ſeen the completion of the 


| firſt, in the courſe of the hiftory of the Iſraelites from 
Abraham to king David; and alſo know that the Loxp 
| made a covenant with David, and by what means his 
| deſcendants forfeited the Divine favour ; and that the 
Ifratlites, for the ſake of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and the tribe of Fudah, for the ſake of David, were 


miraculouſly preſerved from utter deſtruction, although 
they had fo frequently provoked the Lox D by diſobe- 
dience. Notwithſtanding the general defection of 
Gov's choſen people, there were always ſome among 
them who adhered to the divine law; but theſe were 
unavoidably involved in the public calamities which 
were inflicted on the diſobedient; to comfort them 
therefore, and warn the wicked to return to the Lord, 
a ſucceſſion of prophets were ſent, as I have before 
obſerved, who foretold the various revolutions that 
would happen in the Jewiſh ſtate, and the heathen na- 
tions, with whom the Iſraelites were, at different pe- 
riods, connected. You have read how exactly the pre- 
dictions reſpecting the captivity of Iſrael and Judah 
were accompliſhed, and by what wonderful means 


their reſtoration to the land of their inheritance was 
| S 6 effected; 
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effected; where they were once more governed by the; 
own laws, and allowed to worſhip Gop in his holy 
Temple; but the children of Iſrael were not yet in & 
honourable a condition as formerly, being il! under 
ſubjection to the heathens, and diſperſed in difercs 
countries. The Lord had therefore graciouſly pr. 
vided a continual ſource of conſolation for them, by 
revealing to the prophets who committed theſe revell. 
tions to writing, that a farther deliverance would he 
wrought for the remnant of his faithful people, by the 
coming of the Mefliah, But we will paſs over theſ: 
prophecies at preſent, that we may read them with the 
New Teſtament, as the hiſtory of the events they treat 
of, will be the beſt comment on them. 

The ſacred books of the Old Teſtament, do not vive 
us any farther hiſtory of the Jews than what you have 
read ; but this deficiency 1s ſupplied by very authentic 
authors. A learned Dean * in particular of our own 
nation, has, from the works of heathen and Jewiſh 
writers, compoſed a complete connection between the 
Old and New Teſtaments: this work is too intricate 
for your comprehenſion, as he expatiates largely on the 
hiſtortes of other nations; but I will ſele& for your in- 
formation ſuch parts as moſt immediately relate to tz 
hiſtory of Gop's choſen people, from this period to the 
coming of the Meſſiah, when we ſhall reſume the lu 
tory in the words of in{pired writers. 


* Dean Prideaux. I have mentioned this author in part cur, 
becauſe moſt others which I have met with on this ſubject, have 
either copied from him like myſelf, or borrowed from the ſane 
ſources of information as he did: however, it is but juice to ac- 
knowledge, that I frequently make uſe of the words of Mr. Stack- 
houfe and Dr. Watts. 
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„treat of Darius-Nothus, ſucceeded him in the throne. 

The reign of this king is long, and full of intereſting 

ge —erents, but we muſt confine ourſelves to the Jewiſh 
have hiſtory, 

entic In the thirty-ſecond year of Artaxerxes, died Jehoida 
own WW the high-prieſt, who was ſucceeded by his ſon Jeho- 
with nan, called alſo Jonathan, who held it thirty-twa 
the WWF years. Jeſhua his brother, by means of the governor 
cate of Syria, obtained a grant of the prieſthood for him- 
the ſelf, and went to take poſſeſſion; which occaſioned a 
in. great contention, and Jehonan killed Jeſhua in the 
the inner court of the Temple. The governor of Syria 
the was exccedingly enraged at this action, and coming 
lil. up to Jeruſalem, obliged the prieſts to pay out of the 

public treaſury, a very conſiderable tax; but they were 
at his death relieved from it. Jaddua the ſon of Je- 


honan, ſucceeded his father as high - prieſt of the Jews. 
Towards the latter end of the reign of Artaxerxes, 
great diſturbances aroſe in the Perſian empire, occa- 


ſioned by the contentions of his ſons about the ſue- 
ceſſion, 
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ceſſion, for he had a numerous family. At length the 
poor old king, Who was upwards of ninety-four yea, 
of age, died of grief. 

ARTAXERXEs OCHvUs, one of his ſons, ſucceeded wo 
the throne. - This monarch was the crueleſt and work 
of all the Perſian kings. 

The Sidonians and other Phœnicians, revolted and 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Egypt, 
but Artaxerxes ſubdued them all. The Sidonian; 
were betrayed into his hands by their own king, and 
finding there was no way to eſcape either by ſea vr 
land, they retired to their houſes, and ſetting fire to 
them over their heads, were all conſumed to the num. 
ber of forty thouſand men, beſides women and chil. 
dren. Artaxerxes having no farther need of the king 
of Sidon, cauſed him to be put to death: there were 
vaſt riches in Sidon at the time of this calamity, which 
being all melted down by the flames, Artaxerxes ſold 
the aſhes for a conſiderable ſum of money. 

The Jews ſeem to have engaged with the Phcenicians 
againſt Artaxerxes; for after the deſtruction of Sidon 
he marched into Judea, befieged and took Jericho, 
and making many of the Jews captive, led them into 
Egypt and other parts. 

Artaxerxes at length ſubdued all the revolted pro- 
vinces, and then gave himfelf up to luxury and dif- 
pation, and left the management of public affairs to 
miniſters: after he had reigned twenty-one years, he 
was poiſoned by Bagoas his favourite. 

Upon the death of ArTaxERxEs Ocuvs, ARxsEs 
the ſon of that monarch was made king by Bagoas, 
who put all the kings ſons to death. The name of 
| king, 
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Fr was all that remained to Arſes, for the power 


and authority Bagoas reſerved to himſelf. 
About this time Paitiy of Macedon was made 


| commander in chief of all the Grecian-<cities and ſtates, 


ſor carrying on a war againſt the Perſians : but before 


| te could ſet out on the expedition, he was ſlain at 
| home by a young nobleman, whoſe injuries he had 
| neglected to redreſs, and was ſucceeded by his ſon 
| ALEXANDER, who was then about twenty-one years 


| old. 


Arses king of Perſia was ſlain by the treachery of 


| Bagoas, who then placed on the throne Darius the 
Third, diſtinguiſhed in hiſtory by the name of Dazivs 
Copomanus. 


Bagoas not finding him ſuch an one as would an- 


oer his purpoſe, reſolved to poiſon him; but Darius 


being apprized of it, obliged him to drink the deadly 
potion himſelf, and became ſettled in the kingdom 
without any farther difficulty. 

Daklus Copomanvus is ſaid to have been the hand- 
ſomeſt man in the Perſian empire, very valiant, and of 
a mild and generous diſpoſition ; he was ſcarcely ſeated 
on the throne, before ALEXANDER, king of Macedon, 
prepared to drive him from it. 

There is one part of the prophecies of Daniel re- 
ſpecting the conqueſt of Perſia by the Greeks, which 
gives one ſuch a lively image of the conteſt between 
the two kingdoms, that it illuſtrates this part of our 
hiſlory, and you ſhall read i it now. 


Tre 
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Tas PrRoyutcy or DANIEL: conctaning THE 
FALL OF THE PERSIAN MONARCHY, 


Tn the third year 77 the reign of king Belſhaxzar, 4 
viſion appeared unto me, even. unto me Daniel, after that 
which appeared unto me at the firſt, 

And I ſaw in a viſion; and. it came to paſs when [ 
Sacuy that I was at Shuſban i in the palace, which is i1 (1; 
province of Elam: and 1 Jaw in à wifi ton, and I was by 
the river of Ulai. 

Then 1 lifted up mine eyes and ſaw, and behold there 
flood before the river a ram which had two horns: gd 
the two horns were high, but one was big ber than the 
other, and the higher came up laſt. 

IJ. Jaw the ram puſhing weſtward, and northward, and 
ſouthward, ſo that no beaſts might fland before him. nei. 


ther was there any that could deliver out of his hand, but 


he did according to his will, and became great. 

And cs I was confidering, behold, an he-goat came from 
the weft on the face of the whele earth, and touc 8 it the 
ground : and the goal had a notable horn betaveen Hic cyes, 

And he came to the ram that had two horns, w/c [ 
had ſeen landing before the river, and ran unto hin i} 
the fury of his power, 

And I ſaxw him come cloſe unto the ram, and be a: 
moved with choler againſt him, and ſmate the ram, a: 
brake his two harzs: and there was no power in the ran: 
to ſtaud before him, but he caſt him down to the gin, 
and flamped upon him: and there was none that cls . 
liver the ram out of his Band. 

Therefore the he-goat waxed wery great and au e 
ewas ſtrong, the great horn <vas broken; and fur i? c 
up fear notavie ones toward the four winds of Lcd. 
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£ DANIEL'S PROPHECY. 40 


*6 Taz il Jud it came to paſs when I, even I Daniel, had ſeen 
by the wiffon, and fought for the meaning, then behold, there 
ar, 4 ſud before me as the appearance of a man. 
fter that And 1 heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, 
which called, and ſaid, Gabriel, make this man to under- 
' When / fand the Viſion. | | 
's 71 th So he came near where I food: and when he came, 1 
was by Wi 2145 afraid; and fell upon my face : but he ſaid unto me, 
| Underſtand, O Jon of man for at the time 197 the end ſpall 
d there be the viſion. 
% and | Mau as he was ſpeaking with me, I was in a deep 
an the ö rep on my face toward the ground: but he touched me, 
| and ſet me upright. 
2 ax; EK And he aid, Behold, 7 will make thee know what ſhall 
„ ei. I. in the loft end of the indignation: for at the time ap- 
„ % printed the end ſpall be. | 
F The ram which thou ſaweſt having two horns, are the 
fron lings of Media and Per/ia. 
til IE 4rd the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the 


great horn that is between his eyes, is the firſt king. 

Now that being broken, whereas four ſtood up for it, 
four kingdoms fhall ſtaud up out of the nation, but not in 
his power. 


You find, my dear, by the interpretation of the 
angel, that the ram with two horns, fignified the king- 
dom of Media and Perſia. You already know how 
this mighty empire extended itſelf, and brought all 
others in ſubjection to it. You may alſo underſtand, 
that by the he-goat is meant, the Gx ECIAN POWER 7# 
Leneral, which, led on by ALEX Ax DER the GREAT, 
(deſcribed as a notable horn) advanced with rapid ſpeed, 

| and 


F719 
(1/6 


zoz ALEXANDER THE GREAT, 


and ſoon (as you will read) caſt down the Pzxc:,, 
power to the ground. | 

Alexander, ſhortly after his father's death, was de. 
Clared general of the Greeks, and marched into Peri, 
with an army, conſiſting of no more than thirty they. 
ſand foot, and four thouſand horſe, furniſhed only with 
a ſum ſufficient to ſubſiſt his army for thirty days; 
he encountered the Perſian army at the river Gra. 
nicus, and gained a great victory over them, though 
they were five times his number, and got poſleſlion of 
feveral provinces, and a great deal of treaſure. After 
this, he defeated Darius with an army conſiſting of 
fix hundred thouſand men ; above one hundred thou. 
ſand Perfians were left dead in the field, a preat num. 
ber trampled to death by their own party as they were 
endeavouring to eſcape through a narrow paſc.—ln 
this battle, Darius was in great danger of loling his 
life, and his wife, children, and family, were taken 
captives, 

After ALEXANDER had defeated Darius, he marched 
along the ſea-coaſt towards Phcenicia, every place he 
came to yielded, but none more readily than Sidon. 
You may remember, my dear, that this city was 
miſerably deſtroyed in the reign of Darius Ocuvs; 
but it happened that, ſome of its inhabitants were 
abſent on merchandize and other occaſions ; tlicte 
returned and rebuilt the city, but having an inveterte 
hatred to the Perſians, gladly ſubmitted to Alexander. 

The whole of Syria and Phœnicia was now ſubdued 
by the Macedonians, excepting the city of Tyre, 
which being excellently ſituated for commerce, ſtand- 


ing on an iſland, and having noble ports, was not ſo 
much 
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ISAIAH'S PRO PHECY. 103 


| each a city belonging to any particular nation, as the 
common. city of all nations, to which they ſent their, 
ferent commodities, and from whence they received, 
the product of other lands. Before we proceed in the 
biſtory, you ſhall read the predictions delivered many 


| years before concerning it. 


Tas PRoPHECIES or ISATAH and EZEKIEL 
: | CONCERNING TYRE. : 


The burden of Tyre, (ſpoken by Iſaiah the prophet, 


| laying,) Howl ye ſhips of Tarſpiſh : for it is laid waſte, 
| fo that there is no houſe, no entering in. From the land of 
Chittim it is revealed to them. | 


Be fill, ye inhabitants of the iſle, thou whom the mer- 


| chants of Zidon, that paſs over the ſea, have repleniſhed. 


And by great waters the ſeed of Sihor, the harveſt of 
the river, is her revenue aud ſhe is a mart of nations. 

A. at the report concerning Egypt, ſo ſhall they be ſorely 
pained at the report of Tyre. 

Paſs ye over to Tarſhiſh; howl, ye inhabitants of the 
je 

I this your joyous city, whoſe antiquity is of ancient 
days? her own feet ſhall carry her afar off to ſojourn. 

Who hath taken this counſel againſt Tyre, the crowning 
ety, whoſe merchants are princes, whoſe trafficers are the 
homurable of the earth? 

The Lok D of hoſts hath purprſed it, to ſtain the pride 
of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable 
of the earth, 

Paſs through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tar- 
Heißb: there is no more frrength, 
He 


E By Chittim is meant Orcece. 


404 EZEKIEL'S PROPHECY. WW: 
He frretched out bis band over the fea, he ſhud 11, 


: | thy 
kingdoms : the Lo RD hath given à commandmont a goiyf 7 75 
the merchant-city, 10 deſtroy the flrong holds ther of. ; The me: 

And he ſaid, Thou fhalt no more rejoice, O thay = FF” abo 


prefſed virgin, daughter of  Ziden: ariſe, paſs over! 


5 | they hang 
Chittim; there alſo ſhalt thou have no reſi. | 


they have 
| | Tarſp 
| 1 | kinds 
The word of the LORD came to Fxehiel, ſais, | traded it 
New, thou ſon of man, take up @ lamentation jr Ty, Wi Java 
And jay unto Tyrus, O thou that art fituate at＋ oi; WM they tra 
of the ſea, which art a merchant ff | the peoplc fe n aber. 
i/les, Thus ſaith the LORD Gob, O Tyrus, thou h“ T hey 
Lam of perfect beauty, horſes, 
Thy Borders are in the mid} of the 98 thy builazr The 
have perfected thy beauty. the met 
They have made all thy ſpip- Boards of re- trees of Lenir: preſent 
149 have taken cedars from Lebanon to make majis fir He 
thee. | the ww; 
Of the oais of Baſhan have they made thine 0a;s l 2 
company of the Ajhurites have made thy benches of iv, al 
brought cut of the iſles of Chittim. Ju 
Fine linen wvith broidercd work from Egypi ww: {hat they 4 
ewhich i ſpreadeſt forth to be thy ſail; blue and pit} 4 


from the ijies of E lifhah wyas that which covered Ie. = D 
The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were ib W 


ers thy wiſe. men, O Tyrus, that were in thee, were bt 
thy pilots. | D 

The ancients of Gebal, ani the wiſe men there, N fair 
in thee thy calkers: all the ſhips of the jea Wit? 5 1 
mariners avere in thee to occupy thy merchanai/e. riot 
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EZEKIEL'S, PROPHECY. 405 


Ti bey of Perſia, and of Lud, and of Phut were in thine 


| army, thy men of war : they. hanged the ſhield and helmet 
Fr thee, they fet forth thy comeline/5. : 


The men of. Arvad with thine army were upon thy walls 


und about, and the Gammadims were in thy towers ; 
| they hanged their ſhields upon thy walls round about: 
they have made thy beauty perfect. 


Tarſhiſh was thy merchant by renſun of the multitude of 


j all kinds of riches « with filver, iron, tin, and lead they 
| traded in thy fairs. 


Javan, Tubal, and Mefhech, they were thy merchants : 


they traded the perſons of men and veſſels r 8 


| market, 


They of the houſe of Togermah tr aded in thy fairs with 
horſes, and horſemen, and mules, 

The men of Dedan were thy merchants ; many Jes were 
the merchandize of thine hand © they brought thee A a 
preſent horns of very, and ebony. | 

- Syria was thy merchant Ly reaſon of the multitude of 
the wares of” thy making e they occufied thy fairs with 
emeralds, . and bro: {er cl eyork, and fire linen, and 


coral, and agate. 


Judah, and the land of 1 72 -ael, they avere thy merchants + 


they traded in thy market wheat of Minith, and Panunag, 
and honey, and oil, and balm. 

Damaſcus was thy merchant in the mulcitnge of the 
wares f thy mating, for the multitude of all Tian, * 778 
the wine of Helbon, aud aubite auool. 5 

Dan alſo and T Ja van going to and fro occupied in thy 


Fairs: * bright iron, caſſia and calamus were in thy market, 
Dedan awas thy merchant in precious clothes for cha- 
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406 EZEKIEL'S PROPHECY 


with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in theſe won 


they thy merchants. 
T he merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were th 


merchants ; they occupied in thy fairs with chief of al 
Spices, and with all precious ſtones, and gold. 


Haran, and Canneh and Eden, the merchants of Sheba, 
A:5fpur, and Chilmad were thy merchants. | 
Theſe were thy merchants in all ſorts of things, in ty 


clothes, and broidered work, and in cheſts of rich opparel 


bound with cords, and made of cedar among thy mer. 

chandixe. | | 

The ſhips of Tarſhiſh did fing of thee in thy market; 
and thou waſt repleniſhed and made very glorious in th; 
midſt of the ſeas. 

Thy rowers have brought thee into great avaters ; th; 
eaft wind hath broken thee in the midſt of the ſeas. 

Thy riches and thy fairs, thy merchandize, thy mari. 
vers, and thy pilots, thy calkers and the occupiers of thy 
merchandize, and all thy men of war that are in thee, and 
in all thy company which is in the midſt of thee, ſhall Fall 
into the midſt of the ſeas in the day of thy ruin. 

T he ſuburbs all ſhake at the found of the cry of thy piltts, 

And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and dll e 
Pilots of the fea, ſhall come down from their ſhips, th 
Hall tand upon the land; 

And fhall cauſe their voice to be heard againſ? thee, and 
Hall cry bitterly, and ſhall caft up duſt upon their hoai!, 
they ſhall wallow themſelves in the aſhes. 

And they ſhall make themſelves utterly bald for thei, 
and gird them ith ſackcloth, and they Gall wee! fir 
thre with bitterneſs of heart, and bitter wailing. 
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And in their wailing they ſhall take up a lamentation 


r thee, and lament over thee, ſaying, What city is like 
5 rat, like the deſtroyed in the midft of the ſea ? 
| When the wares went forth out of the ſeas, thou filledeft 


| many prople ; thou didft enrich the kings of the earth with 
| the multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandize. 


In the time when thou ſhalt be broken by the ſeas in the 


depths of the waters, thy merchandiſe and all thy company 
f in the mid} of thee ſpall fall. 


All the inhabitants of the iſles ſhall be aftonifhed at thee, 


and their kings ſhall be ſore afraid, they * be troubled 


| in their countenance. 


The merchants among the people ſhall hiſs at thee : thou 


; Halt be a terror, and never ſhall be any more. 


"Sou of man, ſay unto the PxIx E or Tyrvs, Thux 


- ſaith the Logy God, Gecauſe thine heart is lifted up, 
and thou haſt /aia, I am a God, I. ſit in the ſeat of Gob 
in the midſt of the ſeas; yet thou art a man, and not Gop 
* though thou ſet thine heart as the heart of God : 


By thy great wiſdom and by thy traffick haſt thou in- 


creaſed thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up becauſe of 


thy riches : 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lox p Gov, Becauſe thou haſt 
ſet thine heart as the heart of Gov ; 

Behold, therefore, I will bring ſtrangers upon thee, the 
terrible of the nations : and they fhall draw their favords 
againſt the beauty of thy wiſdom, and they ſpall defile thy 
brightneſs. 

They ſhall bring thee down to the pit, and thou ſhalt die 
the deaths of them that are ſlain in the og of the ſeas. 


oo hy 


Thon 


408 EZEKIEL'S PRQAP HE Cx. 

T hou haſt been in Eden the garden of God : evt, 571 
cious ſtone was ty covering, the ſardius, topax, and th 
diamond : the beryl, the onyx, and the jaſper, the Jappbin, 
the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workny, 
Ship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thy 
in the day that thou waſt created. 

By the multitude of thy merchandiſe they have filled th 
miſt of thee with wiotence, and thou haſt finned « they. 
fore I will caſt thee as profane out of the mountain of 
God : ad 1 will deſtroy thee, O covering cherub, rom 
the mid}1 of the flones of fire. 

T hine heart was lifted up becauſe of thy beauty, thay 
haſt corrupted thy wiſdom by reaſon of thy brightne); : 
wil! cajt thee to the ground, I will lay thee befire king, 
that they may behold thee, | 

T bou haſt d:filed thy ſanctuaries by the multitud: if 
thine iniquitits, by the iniquities of thy traffick e therefire 
ewill bring forth a fire from the midſt of thee, it fal 
dewour thee, and I awill bring thee to afhes upon the cart) 
an the fight of all them that behold thee. 

All they that knew thee among the people hall be ©] 
2/ped at thee : thou Bat be a terror, and never ſhul! thi, 


be any more. 


Theſe prophecies were partly fulfilled by Nebuchad- 
nezzar in the deſtruction of Old Tyre, but the neu city 
roſe to ſtill greater power and grandeur than the yiher, 
and was in a very flouriſhing condition in the tin 


Alexander. The remembrance of the former wis 


fortunes which had befallen Tyre, was oblitera. of 
a ſeries of proſperity, and the inhabitants once 120: 
regarded her as the queen cities pride, laxuiy, a 
rice, licentiouſneſs, and impiety, again ruled 1:0: 
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DESTRUCTION OF TYRE. 40g 


ions; they again confided in their own ſtrength and 
power, forgetful of the ALmicuTyY hand, which had 


The Tyrians, willing to ſecure the friendſhip of this 


| mighty monarch, ſent ambaſſadors to him with pro- 
© viſions for his army; but he inſiſted on their ſubmitting 
| to him as their maſter, on which they denied him ad- 
f mittance into their city: he then reſolved to beſiege 
it, and at length, with great ſcill and labour, accom- 
pliſhed the conqueſt of e/4 Tyre, and afterwards he 


burnt neu Tyre to the ground, and deſtroyed or 
enſlaved all its inhabitants; eight thouſand he flew, 
two thouſand of thoſe whom he took priſoners he 
cauſed to be crucified; the reſt, to the number of 
thirty thouſand, were ſold for ſlaves. Some had, be- 
fore the ſiege, ſent their wives and children to Carthage 
for ſafety, and ſome were preſerved by the Sidonians, 
who conveyed them away privately in ſhips. Theſe 
were very heavy judgments, but from the prophetic 
writings we learn that they were deſervedly inflicted. 
Greart-BriTain, the country which we inhabit, 
reſembles Tyre in many particulars, being like that, an 
Iſland, guarded by the ocean; our ſhips claim the ſo- 
vereignty of the ſeas. Riches flow in to us from every 
quarter of the globe, and the produce of our land is 
Vor. IV. # ſought 


before humbled them in the duſt. That this would be ' 
the caſe was known to God, who had foretold by his 
| holy prophets, that Tyre would provoke divine juſtice 
| to inflit another chaſtiſement upon it in about four 
E hundred years from the firſt, and that this deſtruction | 
mould come from Chittim, which is Macedonia. We 
E ſhall now fee how this prophecy was fulfilled by Alex- 
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440 ALEXANDER GOES TO IERUSALEM. 

ſought by diſtant nations, If RicnTEovsnts; 1 
within our walls, the united force of many kingdom 
cannot prevail againſt us; but if we ſuffer our her; 
to be lifted up, if we forſake the Loxy our Gon, 
if we profane his ſabbaths, and abuſe his b! eflings, by 
making them ſubſervient to luxury and licentiouſucl, 
#he LorD of hoſts will Rain our glory, and bring u 
2nio contempt! Let me then, my dear child, impreh 
upon your uncorupted mind, this important marin, 
© RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A.NATICN, Bur 
SIN IS THE DESTRUCTION OF ANY PEOPLE.” Dy 
not therefore be prevailed on by any temptations, u 
contribute to the downfall of your CouN TRT by th 
practice of wickedneſs: learn the precepts of Vigrr 
and REL1G10N in your YouTH, and regulate your 
future conduct by them; and negle& not to pray to the 
Lord that he will yet ſpare ar TYRE, and grant u 


A farther time for repentance / 


ALEXANDER Lzaps nis ARMY acaincr Ib. 
RUSALEM, 


After Alexander had ſubdued Tyre, he marched t 
Jeruſalem ; the cauſe of his doing ſo was this: 

The Tyrians being chiefly given to merchas din; 
were moſtly ſupphed with proviſions by their neigh 


bours; and Ga'ilee, Samaria, and Judea, being tit 


a 


countries from whence they were principally furnih | 


] 


Alexander, during the ſiege of Tyre, was ob:ineluſf 


apply to the ſame quarter, and therefore ſent to re equin | 
the inhabitants of thoſe places to ſubmit to hm. Tr: 
Jews pleaded their oath of allegiance to Darius, ue 
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ALEXANDER'”S DREAM. yn 


| * their acknowledging a new maſter during his 
[ e; this exceedingly enraged the proud conqueror, 
t Pereſore he reſolved to puniſh Jeruſalem. In this diſ- 
4 els Jaddua the high-prieft, who had then the imme» 
hate government of the people under the Perſians, be- 
Ko in great perplexity, reſolved to ce the LoD, and 
uf to bis ALMIGHTY PROTECTION. Sacrifices and 
prayers were therefore devoutly offered, and the Lox 
ad compaſſion on his people; and directed Jaddua in 
he viſions of the night to go out and meet the con- 
queror in his ſacred robes, with all the prieſts in their 
proper habits, and the people in white garments; which 
hey did, and advancing to a place called Sapha, (an 
minence without Jeruſalem) there waited the coming 
of Alexander, and on his approach met him in this 


| blemn manner; he was ſtruck with profound awe at 
the ſpectacle, and haſtening forward, bowed down to 
Jaddua with a religious veneration, to the great ſur- 
Prize of thoſe who attended him. 


While all food amazed, Parmenio, one of Alexan- 


der's generals, aſked him how it came to paſs, that 
be, whom all adored, ſhould pay ſuch adoration to 
| the Jewiſh high-prieſt; to which he anſwered, that 
| be did not pay that adoration to him, but to the 
| Gop whoſe prieſt he was. 


For that when he was 
in Macedonia, and was deliberating how he ſhould 
carry on the war againſt Perſia, and was in much 
doubt about the undertaking, he ſaw in a dream 
this very man, who encouraged him to lay aſide all 
fear and diffidence, and paſs boldly into Afia ; pro- 
miſing him that Gop would be his guide, and give 
Kim the empire of the Perſians; therefore he was now 

T 2 conſident, 


412 ALEXANDER'S SACRIFICE, 


confident, he ſhould ſucceed according to his deſire, 
then turning to Jaddua, he kindly embraced him, and 
entered Jeruſalem in a friendly manner, where he 
offered ſacrifices to God in the Temple; and Jaddy; 
having ſhewn him the prophecies of Daniel, which 
predicted the overthrow of the Perſian empire by a Gre. 
cian king, he went from thence with greater afſuranc 
of ſucceſs, not doubting but he was the perſon meant 
by thoſe prophecies *. 

The Samaritans, encouraged by Alexander's treu. 
ment of the Jews, met him alſo with great pomp, and 
_ prayed that he would honour their city and temple 
with his preſence ; he anſwered them kindly, but wa 
not then at leiſure, being on a haſty march int 

Egypt, and ſoon brought that country into ſubjedtin 
to him; here he built a city, and called it after 
his own name, ALEXANDRIA, and afterwards peoplel 
it with colonies drawn from other places ; among whon 
were many Jews: to theſe he gave great privileges, and 
allowed them the free uſe of their religion. 

When Alexander had ſettled all his affairs in Egypt, 
he haſted towards the eaſt to find out Darius; in hi 
return towards Paleſtine, he learnt that Andronicus, 1 
great favourite of his, whom he had made governor of 
Syria and Paleſtine, had been murdered by the Samart- 
tans; who, riſing in a tumult, had ſet fire to the hou! 
in which he was, and burnt him to death, on account, 
as is ſuppoſed, of their not having the ſame privileg 
granted to them as their enemies the Jews had. Al. 
ander being exceedingly exaſperated againſt the Sami: 
ritans, cauſed all who had any part in the murder to be 
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Iyacing Macedonians in their ſtead, and giving the 


Where he | | 

id Jaddy, remainder of their territories to the Jews. 'Thoſe who 
el, which ſurvived the calamity retired to Shechem, under mount 
by 2 Gre. emaim, and from that time this place became the 


W wetropolis of the Sa MARITAN Secr. Thoſe Samari- 
aus who were in his army, Alexander ſent to Egypt, 
| to prevent diſturbances, and then purſued his courſe in 
E queſt of other conqueſts. | 

] cannot entertain you at preſent with a particular 


aſſurance 
on meant 


5 
I 5 tregt. 


"Mp, and 5 
d temple detail of all Alexander's victories; I have already re- 
but wa E lated thoſe, by which he fulfilled ſome remarkable pro- 


E phecies; I ſhall therefore only add, that in a ſhort ſpace 
of time he got poſſeſſion of the whole Perſian empire. 

Darius defended his kingdom to the utmoſt of his 
| power, but was at laſt treacherouſly ſeized by two of 
© his generals, and bound with chains of gold, and after- 
E wards mortally wounded by them, and left in a cover- 
| ed chariot, where he expired before the arrival of Alex- 


ander who lamented his unhappy fate, and beſtowed an 


ch into 
tbjeCtion 

it after 
peopled 
& whom 


zes, and 


Eoy | 

gs | honourable funeral upon him, and treated his family 
TR with the utmoſt kindneſs. Thus died Darivs Copo- 
ard uax us, and with him ended the Perſian empire, after 
TER: having exiſted two hundred and nineteen years, from 
> houſe the beginning of the reign of Cyrus. 
. When you read the hiſtory of the reign of the Per- 
7 5 5 fians*, my dear, you will learn, that at the time they 
i Ft conquered Babylon, they were a ſober, laborious, and 
_ modeſt people ; but after they had concluded their con- 
to be queſts, they degenerated from their natural charaQer, 


and grew fond of magnificence, eaſe and pleaſure 


| % Rollin's Antient Hiltory. 
ru; 
+Y SY till 


put to death, and drove all the reſt out of the city, 
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till at length they became like the Babylonians, ga theme 
were regarded as the moſt luzurionus people in Mi his att 
world; therefore, we cannot wonder that thc Cu. bundre 


eians were ſuffered to ſubdue them. ] LON f. 

Darius was himſelf an amiable character, and wa | Mon 
know not what good effects might be produced nh /wi#h 
mind. by misfortunes. The captivity of hi; famih, iababi 
proved the means of their preſervation from death, 
and his ſorrows might teach him to acknowicice th a 


power of the SUPREME BEING, and to ſubmit to h | but E 
will. You will read in the New Tefament, that *. The. 
thoſe who knew not the law, did by nature the think | their 
contained in ih: law, they vere a law unto ther wer 
ſelves 5 from whence we may conclude, I think, thy m_ 
thoſe who have not enjoyed the advantages of Din: _ 
revelation, and are unavoidably ignorant of the ſcjp. "0 
tures, will be finally jadged according as they hit 0 

mn 


obeyed. gr diſobeyed the dictates of their civn cov: 
ſciences, for there is a natural ſenſe of right and ron i quet 


planted in every breaſt. Darius ſeems to have aftes a ſec 
with uprightneſs and piety. to the beft of his now. and 
ledge, as many heathens did, and therefore we ma pit 
I” ea t 

hope they were partakers of divine mercy. | 
= | | Hei 
8 drir 
THE DearTn OT ALEXANDER Taz Gxz:r, | 
| - apa! 
When Alexander had ſecured to himfelf tie Pm WF for 
empire, he reſolved on the conqueſt of other ::::01:; G 
and after a variety of ſucceſſes, which you will re: BF wa 
the Grecian hiſtory, took up his refidence in Þ:b-.01; his 
here he employed his thoughts on embelliſfing m If 


city, and meditated future enterprizes; but no: il 
: | 


obſtacles at firſt, and died before the completion 
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[-hemes; à ſupreme cauſe, unknown to men, overruled 
; lis actions; the Lorp of hoſts had ſworn above three 
E handred years before, [ * will cut off from BABY - 
ron the name and remnant. I avill alſo make it a poſ> 
| Ifen for, the bittern, and pools of water, and 1 ab 
June it with the beſom of deſtruction; it ſpall never be 


j inhabited, neither {hall it be dwelt in from generation to ge- 
b aration, neither ſpall the ſhepherds make their fold there.“ 


Alexander intended to repair the Temple of Belus, 
but God had ordained that it ſhould not be rebuilt. 


E The Jews who were amongſt his army, refuſed to take 
E their turn in clearing away the rubbiſh, though they 


were repeatedly puniſhed ; but at length the king, ad- 
miring their conſtancy, diſcharged them and ſent them 
home. 

Whilſt Alexander continued in Babylon he gave 
himſelf up to great exceſſes, ** he was for ever ſo- 
lemnizing new feſtivals, and perpetually at new ban- 
quets. After having ſpent a whole night in drinking, 
a ſecond was propoſed to him, He went accordingly, 
and there were twenty gueſts at table. He drank to 
the health of every perſon in company, and then pledg- 
ed them ſeverally. After this, calling for the cup of 


Hercules which held fix bottles, he poured it all donn, 


drinking to one cf the company, who pledged him 


again in the ſame furl ous bumper. Alexander had no 


ſooner ſwallowed his, than he fell on the floor, con- 


QUERED BY INTEMPERANCE ;?? in this condition he 


was ſeized with a fever, which very ſoon put au end to 
is life at the age of thirty-two years and cient months. 


It fell out as the prophet had foretold, for Alexander 


* If. xiv. 22, 23.— ili. 20. 
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4:16 APOCRYPHAL BOOKSs. 


could not name his ſucceſſor, as he knew there would 
be great diſputes on this ſubje&; and that his children 
were too young to aſſert their claim, and he had no 
friend he could depend on as a guardian. 

What you have lately read, my dear, concerning the 
empire of the Perſians, and the conqueſts of Alraune 
the Great, is related in the works of heather and [oy 
iſh writers. What follows is chiefly taken from the 
antiquities of Joſephus, a learned Jew, 

Belides the Canonical Books in the Old Teſtament, 
we have in our larger Bibles, additional ones, called 
Apocryphal Books: (Apocryphal means ſomething 
dubious, or written by an uncertain author ;) theſe, 
though not admitted as /acrcd, are much eſteemed; 
ſome on account of the excellent moral precepts they 
contain, and others for the credible relations they 
give of the hiſtory of the Jews; amongſt the latter are 
the two Books of the Maccabees ; theſe are wrote in a 
ſtyle ſo like the holy awritings, that you will have very 
great pleaſure in reading them; but as the chapter; 
are long, and the hiſtorical events rather complicated, 
you muſt be contented at preſent with a few occalonal 
extracts, and an abridgement of our learned Dean's 

relation of the ſubſtance of them; who has, by che . 
ſiſtance of the authors above-mentioned, inſtructed us 
how to arrange and connect them properly. 


THE HISTORY oF ALEXANDER''s Success. 


Alexander, in his life-time, gave to his principe 
eommanders the government of different province, 
this hlled them with aſpiring views, and made the, 

| Watch 


* RR 8 
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ere wouly when their great leader was taken from them, de- 
s children firous of ſovereign power. 
e had o You have formerly read what Daniel propheſied 


| concerning Alexander's kingdom, That it foould be rent 
rning the | afunder after his deceaſe, and that it ſhould not be tranſ- 


Alcxanty WE mitted in the uſual way to his poſterity. 
and ſew. WF As ſoon as his death was known, there was a gene- 
from the | ral lamentation, for he was greatly beloved and re- 
| yerenced : his army in particular, abandoned them- 
ſtament, ſelres to immoderate grief; the ſtate in which they were 
5, Called left; truck them with conſternation, for they had 
mething Wi many evils to dread in conſequence of his loſs. >The 
) theſe, only way to prevent them, was by a ſpeedy nomination 
eemed; of a new ſovereign ; but no effort of human wiſdom 
pts they could eſtabliſh a /o/e ſucceſſun to that prince, becauſe the 
18 they purpoſes for which Alexander was raiſed to ſuch a 
ter are pitch of power, were anſwered in the chaſtiſement of the 
te in 2 wicked nations he ſubdued; and the Lok p knew that 
e very he would grow proud and arrogant, luxurious and im- 
anters | pious, and therefore had ordained that his honour 
cated, ſhould not deſcend to his poſterity. 
onal The king had an infant ſon to whom he had given 
Yean's N the name of Hercules, he had alſo a brother named 
if MW Aridzus, but he was young, and of a weak under- 
ed ws WF fianding. A variety of troubles and diſputes arcſe 


amongſt Alexander's chiefs; at length it was unant- 

| moully reſolved that Aridzus ſhould be make king, or 

FE rather that he ſhould be inveſted with the ſhew of 
- royalty. Perdiccas, one of the chiefs to whom Alexan- 
. der had given his ring in his laſt moments, had the 
| perſon of the prince committed to his care, and re- 
mained at Babylon as regent of the kingdom: the 
1 name 
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T 
name of Aridæus was changed to Philip, and ſome. lo TOR? 
time afterward the ſon of Roxana (Alexander's queen) - 5 
who was born after his father's death, was Joined in 1 
the ſovereignty with Philip: in the mean time the reg TR 
of the chiefs repaired to their ſeveral governments, * Jäed] ad 
as ſoon as they were ſettled in their provinces, 9 10 1 ceeded b 
form confederacies and make war on one ber til of the re 
in proceſs of time all were deſtroyed except Ca/ana:; | {on 52 
Ly/emachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, and they divided . 1 call 
whole empire among them, f f in his 

In this diviſion PTOLEMY, whom. the Greets call many k 
SOTER, having taken poſſeſſion of Egypt, reſolved to 7 wn 
make himſelf maſter alſo of Ccao&lo-Syria, Phœnicia, n 15 Lk 
and Paleſtine. CogLO-STRIA was a part of Syria; phet ff 
PALESTINE that country which was formerly the in- 11 
heritance of the children of Iſrael; and Prot xc, _ 13 
the maritime parts of both. Ptolemy ſucceeded in lis aw 
enterprizes againſt theſe provinces, but the Jews for 4 . 
ſome time, refuſed to yield to him, on account of the wet 
oath they had taken to the governor whom Ptolemy hae 
depoſed; upon which he marched his forces into 719-2, 5 
and having got poſſeſion of moſt of the country, 4 0 8 
ſiege to Jeruſalem. This city was ſtrong enough both the d 
by nature and art, to have made a long reſfange; IN 
but Ptolemy came upon them on the Sabbath. bega 
when he knew they would not defend themſelves, DE the i 
took the place by ſtorm. At firſt he treated the i. 8 
bitants with great rigour; but afterwards, con vie 
how faithful they had been to their former gene, 155 
he employed them in his army and garriſon, 3 rant tad 
ed them great privileges, upon which the wh 12 na- Tel 
tion of the Jews became ſubjeR to the king of 7. it; 
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eres x or THE: IE WS UNDER THE KINGS OF- 
| EGV PT. 


Three years after the death of Alexander the Great, 


died Jaddua the high-prieſt of the Jews, who was ſuc- 
E ceeded by his ſon Onias. Onias died in the fifth year 
4 of the reign of Ptolemy Soter king of Egypt, and his 
E {on Simon, who, on account of the ſanctity of his life, 
was called Simon the juſt, ſucceeded him; he continued 
in his office nine years, during which time he did 
; many beneficial acts, both for church and ſtate, but 
particularly in collecting together the books of the 
Old Teftament. Thoſe of Ezra, Eſther, and the pro- 


phet Malachi are ſuppoſed to have been added by him, 
to thoſe before publiſhed by Ezra. Simon was the laſt 

of the Great Synagogue, which conſiſted of a ſucceſſion 
of men who attended to the preſervation of the accura- 

cy of the-ſcriptures, that hs might not be corrupted ; 


vad it is by means of ſuch perſons as Simon, that we 


have had them tranſmitted to us. 

Simon was ſucceeded by his brother ETEHAZ AR, for his 
ſon Onias was a minor when his father died. After 
the death of Simon, the Jews did not rigorouſly confine 
themſelves to the doctrine of ſeripture, but TRADITION 
began to prevail; by which is meant, the ſayings of 
the ancients, delivered down by word of mouth. An— 


tigonus Socho, an eminent ſcribe in the law of God, 


preſident of the ſanhedrim, or ſenate cf the elders at 
Jeruſalem, was the fri teacher of this ſecondary law of 
tradition. Afterwards (as you will find in the New 
Teſtament) all the teachers or doctors of the Jewiſh law, 
were ſometimes called ſcribes, and ſometimes lawyers, 
or thoſe who ſat in Moles? feat, | 
T4 Ptolemy 


THE MUSEUM. 


420 


PToLEMY SoTER eſtabliſhed a muſeum. This v, thew V 

a large edifice in the city of Alexandria, deſigned fore of the 
habitation of ſuch learned men as made it their yy | ed, is 
to improve philoſophy and all uſeful Knowledge. Thi; e 
college produced a number of perſons eminent for lie. was © 
rature, and occaſioned Alexandria to be regarded fy the Je 
many ages together, in all parts of the world, a the at Alc 
ſchool of learning. | them, 
In this muſeum was a library, ſaid to have confe WE and f 
of four hundred thouſand volumes; and there wa; IF Gree! 
another in a temple, which increaſed in time to three Wl guag 
hundred thouſand, amounting in the whole to ſx" Af 
hundred thouſand volumes. The greateſt part of thi; {WF vs. 
famous library was accidentally burnt by one of the ceeds 
Roman emperors, and the reſt, which had received 1 ö 0 
conſiderable addition, was at length, many years after. reſpe 
wards, deſtroyed by the Saracens. Was 
PToLEMY SOTER was ſucceeded in the throne by WF MV 
his ſon Ptolemy Philadelphus: this prince purſued hi, WF fucc 
father's plan in reſpe& to the muſeum, and bearing WF of 
that the Jews had a famous book (what we now cal WM Eg 
the Old Teſtament) which well deferved a pi:c« WM whi 
in the collection, he ſent to Eleazar the high-pri.!!, the 
to deſire an authentic copy of it; and becauſe i: WF Pal 
was wrote in a language he did not underſtand, e- 1 1 
queſted that he would ſend a competent number of thi 
learned men, well verſed both in Greek and ices © Wh 
to tranſlate it for him. This he complied with ; ud ani 
it is ſaid, that ſeventy or ſeventy-two tranſlators wer? be 
employed to turn it into Greek; but whether ſo great i oſ 
a number were actually engaged in this work or not, I VM 
2: a queſtion of diſpute with the learned; however, th 
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| their yerſion.of the law of Moſes, with the tranſlation 


| of the prophets, which was afterwards made and add- 
| ed, is called from this circumſtance, the rran/lation of 
| be ſeventy, T have told you in what manner the law 
| was explained in Chaldee, by Ezra, after the return of 
| the Jews from Babylon : and when by their reſidence 
at Alexandria, the Greek was become moſt familiar to 


them, the ſcriptures were explained in that language; 
and from thence thoſe Jews were called Helleniſts, or 
Greekizing Jews, becauſe they uſed the Greek lan- 
guage in their ſynagogues. 

After the death of Ptolemy Philadelphus, Ever ce- 
rus came to the crown of Egypt, and On1vus ſuc- 
ceeded his uncle Eleazar as high-prieft. 

Oxius was the ſon of Simon the juſt, but in many 
reſpects the very reverſe of his father: at the beſt he 
was a very weak and inconſiderate man. 

When Ptolemy Evergetes died, his ſon PtiLopaTER 
ſucceeded to the throne. Antiochus the Great, king 
of Syria (who deſcended from Seleucus) diſpoſſeſied the 
Egyptian king of ſeveral of his provinces, among 
which was Judea ; but Philopater afterwards defeated 
the army of Antiochus, and recovered Cœlo-Syria and 
Paleſtine, . 
.PToLEMY viſited the cities which he had regained by 
this victory, amongſt which was Jeruſalem. Here he 
took a view of the Temple, and preſented coſtly gifts, 
and offered ſacrifices to the Gop of 1/rael; but not 
being content with an outward view, he was defirous 
of entering into the SANCTUARY, nay, even into the 
MOST HOLY PLACE, which none but the prieſt (and 
that only on the day of expiation) was allowed to en- 

| ter. 


er PTOLEMY'S DECREE 


ter. This occaſioned great confuſion ; the prieſts auc Mi the ge 


Levites aſſembled to prevent the king's entrance, but Mi ing tit 
all to no purpoſe ;' Philopater reſolved to gratify hi; beats 
curioſity, and. accordingly preſfſed on to the inner. 8 ming" 
court; but as he was paſſing farther to go into the before 
Temple, he was ſeized with a ſudden terror and con. which 
ſternation of mind, and carried out half dead. ln: i next e 
Mort time he departed from the place, highly incenſe 6 up in 
with the whole nation of the Jews, and uttering many | moſt | 
bitter threatenings againſt them. 60s, 


SIMON - (the ſecond of that name) the ſon of Onias, : them 
was high-prieſt at this time; for bis father dying to. when 


wards the end of the former year, he ſucceeded him :n inſtes 
the office. Onias had been extremely negligent during rage 
his adminiſtration, which the Samaritans taking ad. num 
vantage of, had been very vexatious to the ewe, by) the! 
plundering and ravaging their country, carrying may Obert 
of the inhabitants into N and ſelling them for mo 
Haves. | putt 

No ſooner was Ptolemy arrived at Alexandria buthe ME relip 
publiſhed a decree, excluding every one who did not ö race 
ſacrifice to his god from having any acceſs to him; de. dred 
grading the Jews from the rights and privilege: ther WWF king 
had in the city, and ordering them all to be marked | L 
with the impreſſion of an ivy-leaf with a red-hot iron, Pre 
and as many as refuſed, to be put to death, cee 

Nor did kis rage end here, for he ſent out orders, Ein 
requiring his officers to bring all the _ who lived WF ina 
any where in Egypt, in chains to Alexandria; al W Pal 
having ſhut them up in a large place dont ho ci] of 
called the Hippodrome, where the people uſed tot ret 
ſemble to ſee horſe-races and other hows, he prop co 

the | 


* 


40 


rieſts and 
Ince, but 
ratify his 
E inner. 
into the 
and con. 
d. In 2 
incenſed 


13 many 


f Onies, 
Ying to- 
him in 


— ATT 


t Curing 
ing ad. 
EWS, by 
g many 
hem for 


2 but he 
129 
410 Dot 
5 
In 7 Ce- 
e they 
murked 
>t iron, 


eee 


A MERCIFUL DELIVERANCE. 429 


| ite next day to make a ſpeftacle of them, by hav- 
ing them defiroyed by elephants; and to make theſe 
beats more furious, they were intoxicated with wine 
| mingled with frankincenſe; but the king the night 
before, having ſat up late at a feaſt, overſtept himſelf, 
| which obliged the ſhew to be put off. He did ſo the 
next day; all this while the poor Jews continued ſhut 
up in the Hippodrome, where they ceaſed not with the 
noſt earneſt ſupplications to implore the mercy of 


Gov, who graciouſly heard their prayer, and afforded 


them a wonderful deliverance. For on the third day, 
| when the king was preſent, and theelephants let looſe, 
inſtead of falling upon the Jews, they turned all their 
| rage upon thoſe who came to fee the ſhew, and killed 
numbers of them. This wonderful event fo terrified 
| the king, that he ordered all the Jews to be ſet at li- 
berty, reſtored them to their former privileges, and 


among other favours, indulged them with the power of 
putting thoſe to death who had apoſtatized from their 
religion; but of the many thouſands of the Jewiſh 
race, who then dwelt at Alexandria, only three hun- 
dred had forſaxen their Gop to gain the favour of the 
king. 

Upon the death of Ptolemy Philopater, his ſon 
Protymy EPI HAN Es (a child of fre years old) ſuc- 
ceeded to the throne; but AnTiocnuus THE GRPAT, 
king of Syria, taking advantage of the young king's 
inability to oppoſe him, marched into Cœlo-Syria and 
Paleſtine, and in a very ſhort time made himſelf maſter 
of them, and was chearfully received by the Jews; in 
return for which, he granted them liberty to live ac- 
cording to their own Laws and REL1G10N, 

5 | Shortly 


424 ANTIOCHUS THE GREAT. 


Shortly after this, Antiochus made peace with 
Ptolemy, and gave him his daughter Cleopatra t 
wife; and with her, as a dower, Ccœlo-Syria and Pale, 
tine, upon condition of dividing the revenues of thoſ 
provinces with him. 


THz HIsToRY or THE JEWS unper ANI. 
OCHUS Tre Grear, and SELEUCUS, 
Kincs of SYRIA, | 


ANT Loc HUS was a prince of great humanity, clemen. 
cy, and beneficence, and very juſt in the adminiſtratin 
of his government; and till the fiftieth year of his life 
managed all his affairs with valour, prudence, and ap. 
plication, which deſervedly gained him the title of :/: 
great : but afterwards he declined in wiſdom and cn. 
duct, till at length he was vanquiſhed by the Romans, 
and driven out of the beſt part of his dominion-, and 
forced to ſubmit to very diſgraceful terms of pence, ac 
at laſt died in an inglorious manner: for having 100. 
bed an idol temple, he was ſlain by the people of the 
country as he was carrying off the ſpoil. There! 
amongſt the prophecies of Daniel * a very remarkal!? 
prediction reſpecting Antiochus the Great, butt, 
cannot be explained to you without a circuin itn. 
hiſtory of his reign, which is too copious for our c. 
amination at preſent. | 

After the death of Antiochnus the Creat, his fon Ss. 
leucus Philopater, ſucceeded him in the kingdom © 
Syria, to which he annexed Cœlo-Syria, Paleſtin”, aus 
other adjacent provinces: it is not certain at t 
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ime, or by what means, he gained poſſeſſion of them. 
At firſt he favoured the Jews, and ſupplied them with 
all things neceſſary for the ſervice of the Temple at 
[his own expence ; but being informed by one Simon, 


[z Benjamite, who was governor of the Temple, and 
Thad diſagreed with the high-prieſt, that there were 
great riches in the Temple, he ſent his treaſurer, He- 
lodorus, to ſeize and bring them to Antioch; upon 
which Heliodorus took his journey, and when he ar- 
| rived-at Jeruſalem, met with a muſt gracious reception 
| from the high-prieſt ; but as ſoon as he informed him 
| that he came in the king's name to demand the money 
i which they had in the treaſury, the high-prieſt remon- 
| ſtrated with him on the cruelty and injuſtice of ſeizing 
what was depoſited in truſt for the relief of widows and 
| orphans ; but this wicked man was deaf to every plea 
of humanity and juſtice, and inſiſted on obeying the 
king's command. Wherefore, * (as the Book of 


Maccabees informs us) there was no ſmall agony in the 
city. But the prieſts, proſtrating themſelves before the 
altar in their prieſts veſtments, called unto heaven up- 
on him that made a law concerning things given to be 
kept, that they ſhould ſafely be preſerved for ſach as 
had committed them to be kept. Then whoſo had 
looked the high-prieſt in the face, it would have 
wounded his heart: for his countenance, and the 
changing of his colour, declared the inward agony of 
his mind: For the man was ſo compaſſed with fear, 
and horror of the body, that it was manifeſt to them 
that looked upon him, what ſorrow he had now in his 
heart, Others ran flocking out of their houſes to the 


* 2 Macc. lil, 1423s 
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426 HELIODORUS'S TERROR. 


general fupplication, becauſe the place was lite 90 


come into contempt. And the women, girt with 
ſackcloth abounded in the ſtreets, and the virgin 
that were kept in, ran, ſome to the gates, vn} 
ſome to the walls, and others looked out of ge 
windows: all holding their hands towerds heaven, 
made ſupplication. Then it would have pitied a man 
to ſee the falling down of the multitude of al forts, 
and the fear of the high-prieſt, being in fach a 
agony. They then called upon the ALiicyry 
Lord, to keep the things committed of truſt, {ale and 
ſure, for thoſe that had committed them.“ 
Notwithſtanding this, 
the money by violence; on which we are inform 
had a very extraordinary viſion : this terrified En 70 
ſuch a degree „ that he was caſt down and ly 
ſpeechleſs, without any hope of life. But they prag 
the Lord that had miraculouſly honoured his own 
place: for the Temple, which a little before Was full of 
fear and trouble, when the ALwicary Lok appear: 
ed, was filled with joy and gladneſs. Then t{iraig 1 
way certain of Heliodorus' friends prayed Onias, = 
he would call upon the Mosr HIGE, to grant hig u 
life, who lay ready to give up the ghoſt. So the! 
prieſt ſuſpecting leſt the king ſhould ie d that 
ſome treachery had been done to Heliodorus by the 
Jews, offered a ſacrifice for the health of the man. $9 


Heliodorus refolyed to firm 


} 
„ le 
140 


Heliodorus, after he had offered ſacrifce unto th 


Lord, and made great vows unto him that bad igel 
his life, ſaluted Ontas, and returned with his hoſt t 
the king. Then teſtified he to all men, the wWorss 0! 


* 2 Mace. ili. 29—33. 357 36. 
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| the great Gop, which he had ſeen with his eyes.”? 

And when he returned to the king, informed him of 
| the wonderful tranſaction, and aſſured him that the 
| Logp certainly defended the place: then Simon ſlan- 
dered Onias to Seleucus, inſinuating, that he had ter- 

| rifed Heliodorus ; on which the good high-priett re- 


ſolyed to go to the king and vindicate himſelf, Not. 
long after this, Heliodorus aſpiring to the crown, pol» 
ſoned his ſovereign Seleucus, in hopes of ſucceeding 
him; but his deſign was obſtructed, and Antiochus 
Epiphanes, another ſon of Antiochus the great, was 
placed on the Syrian throne, 

The Romans, by their conqueſts. over  Antiochus the 
great, had reduced the kingdom of Syria to a very 


low ebb, and had exacted the heavy tribute of a thou. 


ſand talents annuaily.* The prophet Daniel foretold, 
that after Antiochus, Gould“ ſtand up a raijer of taxes 
in the glory of the king-:om. Seleucus was literally ſuch, 
for his chief employment was to colle& together, by 
taxing his ſubjects, money to pay the tribute to the 
Romans: 


Taz Histrory or THE JEWS vunper THE REIOR 
oF ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, 


Antiochus Epiphanes was a cruel enemy and per- 
ſecutor of the Jews; his character, and the revolutions 
of his reign, were ſo particularly predicted by the pro- 
phet Daniel, that I think you will be able to under- 
ſtand the greateſt part of this prophegy, when you 
compare it with the account which I ſha!l give you of 


this king, 


* Dan. xi. 20. 
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428 DANIEL'S PROPHECY, 


THE REicn and CHARACTER OF ANTIOCCHUz 
EPIPHANES pESsCRIBED. 


Then Gall ſtand up a vile perſon, io whom they 2 
mot give the honour of the kingdom: but he ſpall cine in 
peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by flatteries. 

And with the arms of a flood ſhall they be over ficary 
From before him, and ſhall be broken: yea, alſs the prin 
of the covenant. 

And afier the league made with him he fall wor, 4. 
ceitfully :- for he ſhall come up, and fhall become firens 
with a ſmall people. 

He ſhall enter peaceably even upon the fatte/} place: 7 
the province : and he ſpall do that which his father: lat 
not done, nor his fathers fathers : he ſhall ſcatter amin 
them the prey and ſpoil, and riches, yea, and he fhull fere. 
caft his devices againſt the ſtrong- holds, even for a tin: 

And he fhall ſtir up his power and his courage af 
the king of the ſouth with a great army : and the king ef 
the fouth ſhall be flirred up to battle with a wery great 
and mighty army; but he ſhall not fland : for they (all 

forecaſt devices againſt him. 

Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat fg d.. 
troy him, and his army ſhall aa and many ſai 
fall down ſlain. 

And both theſe kings hearts ſhall be to do 9497 , and 
they foall ſpeak lyes at one table; but it fhall not j1:/per; 
for yet the end ſhall be at the time appointed, 

Then ſhall he return into his land with great ichs; 
and his heart ſhall be againſt the holy covenant : 0: b 
ſhall do exploits, and return to his own land, 
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It the time appointed he ſpall return, and come toward 


ile fouth 3 but it ſhall not be as the former, -or as the 
latter. 


For the ſhips of Chittim ſhall come againſt him + there- 


| fore be ſhall be grieved and return, and have indignation 


| again the holy covenant : fo ſhall be do, be fall even 
turn, and have intelligence with them that forſake the 


| holy covenant. 


And arms ſhall tand on his part, and they fhall pollute 


| the ſanctuary of firength, and ſhall take away the daily 
| ſacrifice, and they ſhall place the abomination that maketh 
: deſolate. 


And ſuch as do wickedly againſt the covenant ſhall he 


corrupt by flatteries : but the people that do know their 
God ſhall be trong, and do exploits. 


And they that underſtand among the people ſhall inſtru? 


many : yet they ſhall fall by the ſword, and by flame, by 


captivity, and by ſpoil many days. 

Now when they ſhall full, they ſhall be holpen with a 
little help : but many ſhall cleave to them with flatteries. 

And ſome of them of underſtanding ſhall fall to try them, 
and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of 
the end: becauſe it is yet for a time appointed. 

And at the time of the end fhall the king of the ſouth 
puſb at him : and the king of the north ſhall come againſt 
him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with horſe- 
men, and with many ſhips : and he ſhall enter into the 
countries, and ſhall overflow and paſs over. 

He ſhall enter alſo into the glorious land, and many 
countries ſhall be overthrown but theſe ſhall eſcape out 
of his hand, even Edom and Moab, and the chief of the 
children of Ammon. 
| He 
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He fall ftretch forth his hand alſo upon the countries, 
and the land of Egypt ſball not eſcape. 
But he ſhall have power over the treafures of gold oy] 
of ſilver, and over all the precious things of E 85 P aul 
the Libyans and the Ethiopians ſpall be at his fle s. 

But tidings out of the eaſt and out of the north ſhall 
trouble him : therefore he ſhall go forth with great fu 
ro deſtroy, and utterly to made away many. 

And he fhall plant the tabernacles of his palace betas 
the ſeas in the glorious holy mountain : yet he ſhall cone 
4 his end, and none ſhall help him, 


We will not ſtop to conſider the prophecy at preſent, 
as it will be gradually explained by the hiſtory. 
After the death of Seleucus, AnTriocaus his bro. 
ther, was returning from Rome, where he had lived as ; 
hoſtage from the time the Romans granted peace to his 
father Antiochus the Great. Whilſt on his journey he 
heard of the death of Seleucus, and the attempt of He- 
liodorus to ſeize the crown, and that there were other 
parties forming; he applied himſelf to two neighbour. 
ing kings, Eumenes king of Pergamus, and At: 1: 
his brother; and by Hattering ſpeeches, and great pro- 
miſes of friendſhip, prevailed on them to help hin! 
againſt Heliodorus, and by their means he was quiet! 
ſeated on the throne ; but they could not give hin 
he honours of the kingdom, that is to ſay, hereditary db. 
Scent or free election, as Seleucus left a fon behind nim, 
who was the lawful heir; neither had he the free choice 
of the people, 
Antiochus was a very wile perſor, and committec 
ſuch inconſiſtent actions, that he was generally eſfteem- 


ed either a; fool or a madman, He was very p93 
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coin, Nea be came to the crown, for his predeceſſor had 


gold and but to the Romans. 
Get and Jason, who was brother to Onias, took advantage 
s. if the king's neceſſities to gratify his own ambitious 


07 ball 
great fun 


lens, therefore bribed Antiochus with a large ſum 
if money to turn out Onias, and make him high- 
brieft in his ſtead. Jaſon, who was an apoſtate him- 
ef, endeavoured to draw as many as he could from 
tie obſervance of thoſe laws and ceremonies which 
ditinguiſhed the Jews from all other nations in the 
world, He therefore obtained leave of the king to 
erect a place of public exerciſe for the training up of 
youth, according to the cuſtom of the Greeks, Theſe 


4 betawey 
Ball cone 


preſent, 


lis bro. : 
: exerciſes naturally drew them from the ſervice of the 
'ed as a a Sd . - > 
| altar, and even the prieſts joined in forbidden cuſtoms 
e to his | 5 | 
K with the heathens; of courſe iniquity ſpread very fait, 
rney he . 
f which provoked the Lord. to recal his people to a 
of He. 
ER ſenſe of their duty, by ſevere chaſtiſements. 
LIC 
hbour- i | 
g Cox rIxUATION OF THE REICN OF AN TIO- 
ctalus + 
= CHUS EPIPHANES. 
pro- | 
p hin MW There were every fifth year, games celebrated in 
niet Tyre in honour of Hercules, a heathen deity ; and 
- hin [MW Antiochus being preſent at them, he ſent ſeveral of the 
. WM Jews who were of his party, to be ſpectators of them, 
in, and to offer for him a conſiderable ſum ; but the bear- 
oice ers being afraid of involving themſelves in the guilt of 


| idolatry, gave the money to the Tyrians to be employ- 
tee ed in repairing their ſhips +. 


em i” ü DT 
* 2 Macc. iv. ＋ Ibid, 


Cleopatra, 


ql 


--n obliged to exhauſt the public treaſure to pay the 


432 JASON SUPPLANTED 
Cleopatra, mother to Protzmy PrilLomates 
; the 
young king of Egypt, had taken upon herſelf the g,, 
vernmeont of the kingdom, and the tuition of her * 
ſon, which ihe managed with great care and prudence. 
but dying about this time, thoſe who ſucceeded to th 
guardianſhip of the young prince, demanded of An. 
tiochus the provinces of Cœlo-Syria and Paleſi;;o 
pleading Ptolemy's right to them; but Antiochus h. 
ſiſted on his right, and both parties reſolved to decide 
the matter by war; before either proceeded to hy. 
tilities, Philometer being fourteen years old, was de. | 
clared of age, and therefore great preparations were CE 
made for his aſcending the throne. On this occaſion 1 
Apollonius, an ambaſſador, was ſent under pretence of CE . 
congratulating him in the name of Antiochus, why vor 
was his uncle, but in reality to ſee how the court flood Nag bi. 
affected. His report occaſioned the king to take a (each o 
view of the frontiers towards Egypt, and put them in ing nat 
a ſtate of defence; and in this progreſs he came to ſe. MWmurder 
ruſalem, where he was received with great marks of iſo Anti 
reſpect, and proceded from thence to Phœnicia. of pity 
Jaſon * continued in his office but a ſhort time. lle ber ant 
employed Menalaus his brother to carry his tribute s ad =O 
the Syrian court, who treacherouſly ſupplanted him, king v 
by offering to pay a larger ſum annually; and obtaind roger 
the king's mandate appointing ham high-pric!t, v.i Bt, 
which he returned to Jeruſalem, and put Jaſon to fig, or roya 
Menalaus did not keep his engagement with .\ntic- gerent, 
chus, and therefore was ſummoned to appear u, here 
collector of the cuſtoms, before the king. ne {mitted 
departcd from Jeruſalem, he left his brother Ly!1-101 WWferved, 
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TY this deputy : in the mean time there was an inſur- 
5 if the go aon in Syria, which called for the King's attention, 
her infan Lhe went with an army to quell it, leaving Andro- 
5 lets to govern in Antioch during his abſence. Me- 
264 29 Laos took this opportunity of ſtealing ſome veſſels of 
EW gold out of the Temple of the Loxp, ſome of which 
[Paleſtine e cartied to Antioch, inſtead of the tribute due from 
10C11U5 in. 


ſerufalem to Syria, and ſome he ſold by way of mer- 


| to Gecive chandize to the Tyrians. | 
d to hol. Oxtas * the good high-prieſt, whom Jaſon had cir- 
„ Was de. 


umvented, reſided at this time at Antioch, and find- 
nz what Menalaus had done, reproved him for his 
wickedneſs, and then took refuge in a place of worſhip, 
where he thought he ſhould be ſafe from the effects of 


10ns were 
3 OCCaſion 
etence of 


us, who i rage. But Menalaus prevailed on Andronicus to 
urt Hood NMaliſt his cruel purpoſes, and by his means procured the 
0 take a HNeeach of Onias. Not only the Jews, but the ſurround- 
them in ing nations, expreſſed grief and indignation for the 
nc to ſe. ¶ nurder of this worthy man; and even the ſavage heart 


marks of 
A 

me. He 
ribute to 


} 


of Antiochus felt compaſiion, and his eyes dropt tears 


of pity and regret for the good Onias, who by his ſo- 


ber and modeſt deportment had engaged the eſteem 
land veneration of the very heathens ! The anger of the 


ng i king was kindled againſt Andronicus for abuſing che 
eg power he had put into his hand, and as ſoon as he re- 
236 *Y turned, he commanded him to be ſtripped of the robes 
x: Ws of royalty with which he had been arrayed as his vice- 

mY erent, and led through the city, to the very place 
8 1 where he had cauſed the impious murder to be com- 
Vilen NE 


* 
6? 


Emitted ; here he was put to death as his cruelty de- 
ſeryed. | 


* 2 Mace. iv. 34. 
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: 434 AN INSURRECTION. 


In ſuch a ſtate of affairs, ſo pious a man as Oni 
could not have been happy in the high-prieſt's office 
and we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the malice of k; 
_ enemies proved the inſtrument of removing him fron 
a ſtate of grief and anxiety, to a world of everliÞing 
happineſs. 

Antiochus having, ever ſince the return of Apoll 
nius from the Egyptian court, been preparing for? 
war, he reſolved to wait no longer, but inftead of ex 
pecting it in his own territories, determined to Carry it 
into thoſe of the enemy. He * therefore marched his 
forces towards the frontiers of Egypt, where being met 
by the forces of Ptolemy, a battle enſued, in Wi 
Antiochus obtained the victory; and improved his ad. 
vantage to the utmoſt, by fortifying that border of hi 
dominions, and retired with his army to Tyre for th 
winter. 

Lyſimachus + had been affiſtant to Menalaus in rob. 
bing the Temple; therefore, as he was pieſent in [e 
rufalem, the rage of che people for theſe {:c:il-210n 
acts fell upon him; which occaſioned an inſurrechionn 
that city, wherein multitudes on the part of Lylm 
chus were ſlain, and he himſelf periſhed. 

Three delegates were ſent from the Sanhedrim, c 
ſenate of the Jews, to complain ef Menalaus, and ob- 
tained ſentence againſt bim; but Menalaus bribed 
Ptolemy Macron, the ſon of Dcrymenes, to p?riuade 
the king to revoke it, Ptolemy Macron had tormerly 
been governor of Cyprus for Ptolemy Ph:Jometer, bit 
having been diſguſted with the miniſtry on ſome at 
count, he went over to Antiochus, and delivered i 
ſtand of Cyprus into his hand; on Which be Was te. 

* 2 Macc. ive 40. + Ibid 44» 
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red among the number of his friends. Antiochus 
repared in the winter for a ſecond expedition into 
et; he was ſo ſucceſsful, that he could have de- 
oe the whole army, but ſtopped the ſlaughter his 
oops would have made; which ſo endeared him to 
the Egyptians, that ai: parts of the country ſubmitted 
to him except Alexandria. Ptolemy Philometer was 
ther taken, or voluntarily ſarrendered himſelf to An- 
tochus, who entertained him ſeemingly in a friendly 
manner, but with intereſted views. After this they 
lad but one table, and lived together with apparent 
friendſhip, though each harboured ſecret jealouſies, and 
deceived the other. You now underſtand, my dear, 
how that part of Daniel's prophecy was fulfilled, re- 
befting the ſucceſs which Antiochus (% king of 146 
worth), would have given againſt the king of the /outh 
{that is Egypt ;) and by what mcans he acquired riches 
md poaver, aud became ftrong from a ſmall people, 

The prophet alſo predicted, that by him the prince of 
ule CovENANT ould be broken : (by the prince of the 
Covenant, is meant the ruler of the Fews) and that he 
Would pollute the SancTrTuary or STRENGTH, We 
mill now ſee by what manner this was fulfilled, 
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aus bed , | : : 
A“ falſe rumour was ſpread in Judea that Autiochus 


[0] pertuade 1 5 . 1 12 
f dead; Jaſon took advantage of this, and with the 


d tor meh ; ; 3 3 : 5 
f Wope of re-inſtating himſelf in che high-prieſt's ore, 


meter, but . 
g Pllected tegether a thouſand men, and made un aſſault 
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livered ihe 


he was It 


Wpon Jeruſalem, and at length tock the city : on which 
Menelaus fled into the caitle. Jaſon {laughtered great 
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was at laſt driven away, wi hed into 0 7 
Ammonites; but being deteſted by all men fer his 
abominab'e practices, he was purſued . city to City, 
and at laſt periſhed in a ſtrange country, Where he was 
caſt out unburied, had none” to muurn for him, no 
ſolemn funeral, nor ſepulchre with his fathe;;,” 
Antiochus hearing an imperfect account of thi 
tranſaction, ſuppoſed that the Jews had revo'ted from 
his government; he therefore, as we are tell in the 
Books cf the Maccabees, after he kad ſmitten 
Egypt, returned again, and went up again{t Ife und 


8 
» F 
— Lan 


Jeruſalem with a great multitude ; and * command d 
his men of war not to ſpare ſuch as they met, and 
to ſlay ſuch as went up upon the houſes. Thus thee 
was killing of young and old, making away of men, 
women, and children, flaying of virgins and intants, 
And there were deſtroyed within the ſpice of three 
whole days, fourſcore thouſand, whereof forty thouſind 
were {lain in the conflict, and no fewer ſl thin fin, 
Yet was he not content with this, but preſume to g0 


into the moſt holy 'Temple of the world. Ani en- 


tered proudly into the Sanctuary, and took aw.) the 
golden Altar, and the candleſtick of Iiglit, ani 1 the 
veſſels thereof; and the table of the ad. and 
the pouring veſſel, and the vials, and the cen.crs of 
gold, and the vials, aud the crowns, and the golden 


* 
1 


ornaments that were before the Jemple, al wi e 
pulled off. He took alſo the iwer and the ge, 4nd 
the precious veſſels: alſo he took the h:dden kcal; 
Which he found. And when he had taken 
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carried out of the Temple a thouſand and eight hun- 
 dred talents, he departed in ail haſte into Antiochia, 
| weening in his pride to make the land navigable, and 


| himſelf; and at Gerizim, Andronicus. 


| having a malicious mind againſt his countrymen the 


the kingdom, He made great progreſs in his attempt, 
and the young king Ptolemy Phyſcon, alembled his 


% 
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ke went into his own land, having made a great maſſa- 
cre, and ſpoken. very proudly. Therefore there was 
great mourning in Iſrael, in every place where they 
were: fo that the princes and elders mourned, the 
urgins and young men were made feeble, and the 
beauty of women was changed. Every bridegroom 
took up lamentation, and ſhe that ſat in the marriage- 
| chamber, was in heavineſs. The land alſo was moved 
for the inhabitants thereof, and all the houſe of Jacob 
So when Ant iochus had 


was covered with confuſion. 


the ſea paſſable by foot: ſuch was the haughtineſs of 
his mind.” 

He then left governors to afflict the nation: in Jeru- 
ſalem, Philip, a Phrygian, a man more barbarous than 
Tenelans was 


continued high-prieſt, who was cven worſe than theſe, , 


Jews, 

The people of Alexandria, ſeeing Philometer in the 
hands of Antiochus, regarded him as loſt to them; 
and therefore ſeated his younger brother, who had on 
this occaſion the name of Ptolemy Evergetes the ſe— 
cond, on the throne : he is chiefly known in hiſlory 
by that of Phyſcon. Antiochus, who had adeice of 
what was tranſact ing, under pretence of reſtoring the 
dethroned monarch, returned a third time to Egypt, 


—— 


and endeavoured to make hinſelf abſolute matter of 


U 3 council 
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council to concert proper meaſures, when they reſolyed 
to ſeek for a reconciliation with Antiochus, through 
the mediation of the Grecian ambaffadors. hy, 

then made overtures of peace to Antiochus, who * 
miſed to make preparations for a ſolemn treaty. In 
this extremity, Ptolemy Phyſcon, and Cleopatra his 
ſiſter, ſent ambaſſadors, imploring the aid of the Rg. 
mans, who agreed to protect them, and ſent an embaſly 
into Egypt. Ambaſſidors had alſo been from Rhodes 
to accomm-dite the difference; but Antiochus dF, 
ſembled with them, and pretended great afttio, f 
Ptolemy Philometer; however, this prince began to ſee 
through his artifice, and ſent to his brother, that ke 
wiſhed to come to an accommodation ; which was coms 
pleted by the mediation of Cleopatra, on condition thy 
two brothers ſhould reign jointly; ſo Egypt was tee 
ſtored to its former tranquillity. 

The inſtant that Antiochus heard that the brothers 
were reconciled, he reſolved to employ his whole force 
againſt them, and proceeded to hoſtilities ; but when 
the Roman ambaſſadors arrived, he was ſtopt in his 
career, and was compelled to put an end to the war. 

Antiochus, it his return from Egypt, exaſperated 
to ſee himſelf forcibly diſpoſſeſſed by the Romans of a 
crown which he looked upon already as his own, made 
the Jews, though they had not offended lum in any 
manner, feel the whole weight of his wrath. | 


TRE CRUEL PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS BY AN. 
TIOCHUS EPIPHANES. 


In order to effect his barbarous purpoſe, Antiochus 
diſpatched * Apollonius, the colleQor of his tribute to 


F 1 Mace. i. 29. 
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| wich a thouſand men, who concealed his 
lsgus, and by plauſible. pretences gained the conk- 
enge of che people, who had no ſuſpicion of their 
| tile: intentions; but as ſoon as the ſabbath- day 
lunired, Apollonius threw. off the maſk, and falling 
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rough 
They 
0 pro. 
. In 
7a hiy 
e Ro. 
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node; 
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Fworthip, ſle w great multitudes; and when he had taken 
lhe ſpoils of the city, he ſet it on fire, and pulled down 
he hoaſes and walls on every fide: but took the wo- 
; * and children captives, and carried away the cattle, 
The Syrians then built a caſtle or fortreſs on a high 
hill in the city of David, overagainſt the Temple, to 
E overloalks and annoy them; and a garriſon was placed 


0 ſee 
it he 


om. 
242 Thus they ſhed: innocent blood on every fide of 


rc WE the nRtuery, and defiled it, inſomuch that the in- 

| habitants of Jeruſalem fled becauſe of them; where- 
len upon the city was made an habitation of ſtrangers, and 
rce became firange to thoſe that were born in her, and her 
en on children left her: her ſanctuary was laid waſte 
i; like a wilderneſs, her feaſts were turned into mourn- 
. | ings ber ſabbaths into reproach, her honour into con- 
h tempt. As had been her glory, ſo was her diſho- 


a wur inerèaſed, and her excellency was turned into 


de WF mourning.” 

Antiochus + next iſſued out a decree that all his do- 
minions. ſhould be of one religion, chiefly deſigning to 
diltreſs the Jews. He forbad all burnt-offerings and 


magded that the ſabbaths ſhould be profan d, he ſanc- 


| ; : . taken 


ſupon the Jews. whilſt they were engaged in publick 


in it, where: they laid up the ſpoils of Jeruſalem. 


lacnifices. in the Temple of the Gov of lirael ; com- 


tuary: polluted, unclean things eaten, and every means 
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440 ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION, 


taken to make the people forget the law, and change the 
ordinances of the Lox D; and whoſcever would not con. 
form to the king's command, was to be put to death, 

In order that this edict might be pur&ually Heyy 


vg 


Antiochus ſent officers into all the provinces of hi 


kingdom, to ſee it put in execution, and inſ{irod the 


people in the ceremonies and cuſtoms to whch the 
were to conform. 

No“ people ſeemed more eager to cor ply with th 
orders of the king than the Samaritans. Ihen pre. 
ſented a petition to him, in which they 6); 
themſelves not to be Jews ; and deſired that the Tem. 


ple built on mount Gerizim, might be dedicated th 


the Grecian Jupiter, which was accordingly done. 
But not only the Samaritans, but many Jes, fone 
through fer and ſome through ambition apollatized 
and became perſecutors of their brethren. 


The officer whom Antiochus ſent into Judea and 
Samaria to ſee his decree put in execution, ws calle 
Athenzus, a man advanced in years, and el ate 


quainted with the ceremonies of the Grecian ide lat. 
The holy Temple of the LORD JEHOVAit- f, Wa 
by this profane wretch dedicated to Jupiter Clympns, 
whoſe image was erected on the Altar, in tie inne! 
court of the Temple; and juſt before the image they 
built another Altar, on which they ſacrificed u tm, 
Thus was the daily ſacrifice taken awny, aud the Ast. 
MINATION OF DESOLATION placed in the 515070 
ARY, as the prophet had foretold. It was truh the 
ebominaticn of d:jo!ation, for it was abominal!s tv) Gb. 
and to all his faithful people; and it was the ccalm 


* 2 Macc. vi. 2. + Ib.d. 
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nge the Ude 4: de folation, as ſtrikes one with horror to read of. 
ot con wn Jews were alſo compelled to go in proceſſion once 
ad. WE month; and carry branches of ivy in honour of 
beyec Ee the god of drunkenneſs; idol altars were 
of hi Þredied in every city of Judah, and incenſe burnt on 

© the Niem. Wherever any books of the laxv of Mojes were 


Wound; they were torn to-pieces and burnt ; and on the 


ion; two women in particular, who had circumciſed 


ne hid themſelves in a cave to keep the ſabbath- day, were 
1zed, | ll durnt together. 


When the prophet Daniel foretold this dreadful per- 


and s, he alſo predicted, that the people who knew 
alled Meir Gap, ſhould be ſtrong to do caploits, and tnat they 
[ ate | ould: be holpen with little help. And it pleaijed. the 
ary, 1 Load to ſend them deliverance by means of Matta- 


.es thias, a prieſt who dwelt in Modin : this pious perſon 


"5, bad five ſons; Joannan, ſurnamed Caddis; Simon, 
cr called Thaſſi; Judas, called Maccabeus ; Eleazar, 


„ Apphus, 
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'D, 

100 When“ Mattathi:s ſaw FRY baſphemi-s that were 
tmmitted! in Judah and ſeruſalem, he ſaid, Wo is me, 

of * 1 V ACC. ii, ' 


2 wherefore 


THE HISTORY OF MATTATHIAS, Ko. 441 


Wy on which they firſt ſacrificed to Jupiter on the Altar 
boy the Lob, they cauſed the moſt horrid cruelties to . 
de exerciſed on thoſe who adhered to the Jewiſh reli- | 


[their children, were led about the. ſtreets with their 
Wcangled babes hanging at their necks, and then, 


Cone, thrown headlong from a high wall; others, who had 


17 falled Avaran; and Jonathan, whoſe ſurname was. 
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44+ MATTATHIASY LAMENTATION, 


wherefore was I born to ſee this miſery of my people, 
and of the holy city, and to dwell there, when jt was 
delivered into the hand of the enemy, and the fanQuary 
into the hand of ſtrangers ? her Temple is become 2 
2 man without glory. Her glorious veſſels are carrie] 
away into captivity, her infants are flain in the ſtreetz, 
her young men with the ſword of the enemy. What 
nation hath not had a part in her kingdom, and gotten 
of her fpoils! And behold, our ſanctuary, even our 
beauty, and our glory is laid waſte, and the Gentiles 
have profaned it. To what end therefore ſhall ye 
live any longer? Then Mattathias and his ſons ren 
their clothes, and pat on ſackcloth, and mourned very 
ſore.“ 

This was the beautiful and pathetic lamentation of 
Mattathias for the miſeries of Iſrael, and the deſolation 
of the Holy City! Life was no longer valuable to hin, 
now that the heathen were come into the Loay's in 
heritance, and had defiled the holy Temple; he there 
fore reſolved to die, rather than to fall away from tie 
religion of his fathers. 

« When the king's officers arrived at Modin, they 
_ endeavoured to prevail on Mattathias by gentle per 
ſuaſions, and promiſes of honours and rewards to con- 
ply with the king's commands. But Mattarhias at- 
ſwered and ſpake with a loud voice, Though all tn! 
nations that are under the king's dominion ovey hin, 
and fall away every one from the religion of their fi 
thers, and give conſent to his commandments: 9e 
will I, and my ſons, and my brethren walk in the (0- 
venant of our fathers. Gov forbid that we ſou! tt 


* I Macc. ii. 5—23. 
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te the lam and the ordinances : we will not hearken 
10 Lo the king's words, to go from our religion, either on 
ſthe right hand ar an the left. 
| Juſt *as he had declared this pious reſolution, one of 
Fe Jewiſh prieſts advanced to ſacrifice on the idol altar 
which was erected in that city; on which Mattathias, 
| fred with holy indignation for the honour of the Logy,, 
ew him in the impious fact; he killed alſo the king's | 
| commiſſioner who compelled men to ſacrifice, and cauſed 
| the altar to be pulted down. Then + Mattathias 
© cried throughout the city with a loud voice, ſaying, 
E Whoſoever is zealous of the law, and maintaineth the 
# covenant; let him follow me. So he and his ſons left 
© all that they had in the city, and fled into the moun- 
© tains; and they were followed by a great number of 
; the Jews, who took their families and their cattle, and : 


When the king's army were informed of their flight, 
they: reſolved to purſue them, and attacked them on the 
ſabbath-day ; the. Jews. made no reſiſtance, upon which 
a thouſand of them were ſlain : . Mattathias and his 


- friends were greatly afflicted for the loſs of them, and at 


ſirſt approved their zeal; but when Mattathias reflected, 
that they had no right to expect the particular inter- 


poſition of Providence on the ſabbath-day, any more 


than on any other day, without an expreſs promiſe of 
afliftance from the Lox D, he concluded that the Law did 
not require them to be inactive in their own defence; 
far this reaſon he decreed, that if the enemy aſſaulted 
them on the ſabbath, they ſhould in future endeavour 0 
io ſepel them. And this decree was afterwards rati- 1 


* 1 Masc. ii. 23. + Ibid 27. 
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4144 MARTYRDOM OF ELEAZ 1p. 


fied and confirmed, by the conſent of all the pries; znd 
leaders, to be a rule in their following Wars. 
Whilſt“ Mattathias continued in the mountains, 
many of the Jews were encouraged to reſort to hin: 
amongſt the reſt came ſome of the Aſfideans. Theſe wk 
a ſect amongſt the Jews who were called CY, or fl 
Picus they were not only zealous for the lac, but ef 
many other conſtitutions," traditions, and forms gf 
mortification, beyond what the law required, Thot 


Who contented themſelves with what was written in 


the law, were called Zadichim, or the righteons. 
Mattathias and his friends went round abont th 
towns and villages, pulled down the altars, circum. 
ciſed the children, put their enemies to flight, and re. 
covered ſeveral copies of the Jewith law. 
Antiochus being informed that his decrees were no: 
ſo implicitly obeyed in Judea as in other nations, went 
thither in perſon to ſee them put in execution. He 


then exerciſed the moſt horrid cruelties over all ſuch 


Jews as refuſed to abjure their religion, in order to 
force the reſt by the dread of the like inhuman tes. 
ment, to comply with what was required oi then. 
You ſhall read the affecting account of. ſeme of es 
martyrdoms, which are related in the books 6: cate 
cabees. 


e 


Tux MarTYReDOM OF ELEAZAR and Ti? &. 
VEN BRETHREN, wiTH THEIR MOTE!R, 


«© Eleazar +, one of the principal ſcribes, n ag 


man, and of a well-fay2ured countenance, . 
1 „ fl 


ſlrained to open his mouth, and to eat as et 


* 1 Macc. ii. 42. + 2 Macc. vi. 18, to the end. , 
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Þ pot he chuſing rather to die gloriouſly, then to live 
| fained with ſuch an abomination, ſpit it forth, and 
came of his own accord to the torment, as it behoved 
Y chew to come that are reſolute to ſtand out againſt ſuch 
Los as are not lawful for love of life to be taſted. 
© But they that had the charge of the wicked feaſt, for 
ut of © the old acquaintance they had with the man, taking 
is of lim afde, beſought him to bring fleſh of his own pro- 
hz WF viſion, ſuch as was lawful for him to uſe, and make 
nin 3 as if he did eat of the fleſh taken from the ſacrifice 

F commanded by the king, that in ſo doing, he might be 
the I delivered from death, and for the old friendſhip with 
un. them, find favour. But he began to conſider diſereet- 


5 and 


faing 
him; 
Were 


* 
4] 
T the 


e. ly, and as became his age, and the excellency of his 
ancient years, and the honour of his gray head, where- 
10 vnto he was come, and his moſt honeſt education from 


2 child, or rather the holy law made, and given by 

| Gon: therefore he, anſwered accordingly, and willed 

chem ſtraightway to ſend him to the grave. For it 
| becometh not our age, ſaid he, in any wiſe to diſſemble, 
whereby many young perſons might think that Elea- 
zar being fourſcore years old and ten, were now gone 


do a ſtrange religion, and ſo they through mine hypo- 
* criſy, and deſire to live a little time, and a moment 
longer, ſhould be deceived by me, and I get a ſtain to 

n mine old age, and make it abominable. For though 
por the preſent time I ſhould be delivered irom the pu- 
'niſhment of men; yet ſhould I not eſcape the hand of 

the Almighty, neither alive nor dead. Wherefore now 
manfully changing this life, I will ſnew myſelf ſuch an 
one as mine age requireth, and leave a notable exam ple 
to ſuch as be young, to die willingly and courageouſ- 


ly 
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ly for the honourable and holy laws: and when he 
he had ſaid theſe words, immediately he went to te 
torment : they that led him changing the good-yill 
they bare him a little before, into hatred, becauſe the 
foreſaid ſpeeches proceeded as they thought from 
deſperate mind. 

© But when he was ready to die with ſtripes, he 


groaned, and ſaid, It is manifeſt unto the Logo that 


hath the holy knowledge, that whereas I might hae 
been. delivered from death, I now endure fore pains iy 
body, by. being beaten : but in ſoul am well content to 
ſuffer theſe things, becauſe I. fear him. And thy 
this man died, leaving his death. for an example of a 
noble courage, and a memorial of virtue, not only unto 
young men, but unto. all his nation. 

It came to pals alſo, that ſeven brethren with their 
mother were taken, and compelled by the king, again 
the law, to taſte ſwine's fleſh, and were tormented with 
ſcourges and whips... But. one of them that ipake hl} 
ſaid thus: What wouldeſt thou aſ or learn of uw! 
we are ready to die, rather than to tranſgreſs the lays 
of our. fathers. Then the king being in a rage, con- 
manded pans and caldrons to be made hot. Which 
forthwith. being heated, he commanded to cut out tit 
tongue of him that ſpake firſt, and to cut of the ut 
moſt parts of his body; the reſt of his brethren and 
his mother looking on. Now when he was thus maine 
in all his members, he commanded him, being 6 
alive, to be brought to the fire, and to be fric4 in tit 
pan: and as the vapour. of the pan was for a gu 
ſpace diſperſed, they exhorted one another wit! d 


mother, to die manſully, i thus The Lox» 60 
looket 


TH 


Hocke upo 
[Moſes i in ha: 


ene, fayi 


vants. 80 


they broug} 
and when t 
E the hair, th 
I puniſhed th 
be anſwers 
| Wherefore 
F 2s the forn 
be ſaid, T. 
liſe, but th 


be was rec 
ſoon, hold. 
7 rageouſly, 
I I deſpiſe t 
n. f 
uuith him, 
dat he no 
man was 
fourth im 
hae ſaid th 
look for h 
- as for the 
terward t 


- Then loo 
power ovi 


thou wilt 


| he 
the 
will 


Let 


oketh upon us, and in truth hath comfort in us, as 
Pate, in bis fang, which witneſſed to their faces, de- 
card, faying, And he ſhall be comforted in his ſere- 
Eyants. So when: the firſt was dead after this manner, 


| | they brought the ſecond to make him a mocking- ſtock: 

| Land when they had pulled off the {kin of his head mak 
the hair, they aſked him, Wilt thou eat before thou be 
E puniſhed throughout every member of thy body? But: 
be anſwered in his own language, and ſaid, No. 
N Whereſore he alſo received the next torment in ones: 
zs the former did. And when he was at the laſt gaſp,. 
he faid, Thou like a fury takeſt us out of this preſent 
© life, but the King of the world ſhall raiſe us up, who. 
have died for his laws, unto everlaliing life. After. 
him was the third made a mocking-itock : and when- 
be was required to put out his tongue, and that. right. 


ſoon, holding forth his hands manfully, and ſaid cou- 
|; rageouſly, Theſe I had from heaven; and for his laws 


| | I [ deſpiſe them, and from him I hope to receive them 
; again. Inſomuch that the king, and. they that were 
* with him, marvelled at the young man's courage, for 
4 that he nothing regarded. the pains. Now. when this. 
J man was dead alſo, they tormented and mangled the 
fourth im like manner. So when he was ready to die, 


he ſaid thus, It is good, being put to death by men, to 
look for hope from God, to be raiſed up again by him: 


> as for thee, thou ſhalt have no reſurrection to life, Af- 


terward they brought the fifth alſo, and mangled him. 
Then looked he un to the king, and ſaid, Thou haſt 
power over men, thou art corru ptible, thou doeſt what 


wou wilt; yet think not that our nation is forſaken of 
3 Gon 
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418: THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


Gov: but abide a while, and behold his great power, 


how he will torment thee and thy ſced. After hin 


alſo they brought the ſixth, who being ready to die, 


ſaid, Be not deceived without cauſe: for we {15 
theſe things for ourſelves, having finned araini oy; 


Gop: therefore marvellous things are dove unto vis, 
- f bl 


but think not thou that takeſt in hand to itrive von 
God, that thou ſhalt eſcape unpuniſhed. 

% But the mother was marvellous above all, and 
worthy of honourable memory: for when {ho ſw her 


ſeven ſons flain within the ſpace of one day, ſhe bare it 
with-a good courage, becauſe of the hope that fie hal. 


in the Logo. 


in her own language, filled with courageous ſpiits; 


and ſtirring up her womaniſh thoughts with a mn 
ſtomach, ſhe ſaid unto them, I neither gave you breath 


nor life, neither was it I that formed the members of 
every one of you: but doubtleſs, the Creator of te: 


world, who formed the generation of man, and found 
out the beginning of all things, will alſo | is ova 
mercy give you breath and life again, as you note. 
gard not your own {elves for his Jaw's ſake. 


% Now Antiochus thinking himſelf deſpiled, and 
ſuſpecting it to be a reproachful ſpeech, +11! rie 
youngeſt was yet alive, did not only exhore d by 


werds, but alſo aſſured him with oaths, that e 
make him both a rich and a happy man, if he wud 


turn from the laws of his fathers; and that 0 © 
would take him for his friend, and tru him vi 
aff:irs. But when the young man would ia 19 ©! 


hearken unto him, the king called his mother, 


Yea, ſhe exhorted every one of then 


borted her 
ſave his life 
many word 
; ber bon. . 


ing the cr 
| language 0 


upon me t 
© ſuck three 
& thee up un 


education. 

| heaven and 
ser that ( 
and ſo was 


mentor, bu 
death, that 
| thy breth1 
: words, the 
f will not ol 
obey the c 
our father 
author of: 
eſcape the 


our ſins. 


us a littl. 
yet ſhall h 


thou, O g 
be not lif 


uncertain 
vants of C 
ment of / 
our breth 


dead unde 
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I borted her that ſne would counſel the young man to 
| fave his life. And when he had exhorted her with 
many words, ſhe promiſed him that ſhe would counſel 
ber Jon. But ſhe bowing herſelf towards him, laugh- 
1 ing the cruel tyrant to ſcorn, ſpike in her country 
language on this manner, O my ſon, have pity 
upon me that bare thee nine months, and gave thee 
| fuck three years, and. nouriſhed thee, and brought 


© thee up unto this age, and endured the troubles of 


education. I beſeech thee, my ſon, look upon the 
heaven and the earth, and all that is therein, and con- 


5 
ſider that Gop made them of things that were not; 
and fo was mankind made likewiſe. Fear not this tore. 


© mentor, but being worthy of thy brethren, take thy 
death, that I may receive thee again in mercy, with 
Jes brethren. While ſhe was yet ſpeaking theſe 


words, the young man ſaid, Whom wait you for? LI 
will not obey the king's commandment: but I will 


obey the commandment of the law that was given unto- 
our fathers by Moſes. And thou that haſt been the 


author of all miſchief againſt the Hebrews, ſhalt not 


eſcape the hands of Gop. For we ſuffer becauſe of 
our fins, And though the living LoR b be angry with 
us a little while, for our chaſtening and correction, 


yet ſhall he be at one again with his ſervants. But 
thou, O godleſs man, and of all others moſt wicked, 


be not lifted up without a cauſe, nor puffed up with 


- uncertain hopes, lifting up thy hand againſt the ſer- 
vants of Gop : for thou haſt not yet eſcaped the judg- 


ment of Almighty Gop, who ſeeth all things, For 
our brethren who now have ſuffered a ſhort pain, are- 


dead under God! s covenant of everlaſting life: but | 


thou 
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450 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHzER 


thou through the judgment of Gov, ſhalt receive ju 
puniſhment for thy pride. But I as my brethren, 
offer up my body and liſe for the laws of our fathers, 
beſeeching God, that he would ſpeedily be mercify 
unto our nation, and that thou by torments and 
Plagues mayeſt confeſs that he alone is Gov ; ang 
that in me and my. brethren, the wrath of the 41, 
mighty, which is juſtly brought upon all our natic, 
may ceaſe. Then the king, being in a rage, bandlel 
him worſe than all the reſt, and took it grievoull; tht 
he was mocked. So this man died undenled, and pu 
his whole. truſt in the Lox Dp. Laſt of all, after thy 
ſons, the mother died, Let this be enough now 1 
have ſpoken concerning the idvlatrous feaſts, and thy 
extreme tortures,?? 

Could one ſuppoſe, that human nature would eve 
arrive at ſuch a pitch of barbarity, as to inflict ſuch 
torments on feilow-creatures? Tyrants like ante. 
chus, will not be contented without implicit chedi 
ence to every capricious command, for the) have not 
the leaſt regard to the conſciences of men; how happy 
ought: thoſe to think themſelves, who live under a gv- 
vernment which is founded on the /aw of Goo; when 
there is no danger of being compelled to worihip ide, 
and where the conſcience of every one is left free, en 
in reſpect to the outward forms of devotion. 

Are you not amazed, my dear, at the fortitude wit 


which the good Eleazar and the ſeven brethren, tt 


dured the various tortures which their inhuman peiſ 


cutors condemned them to? But above all think d 


their pious mother, ſubduing by faith in Gop's pron 
and hopes of immortality, the tender feelings of maternd 


lore; 


* 
3 
5 
* 
N 


con 


ore; anim: 
utmoſf extre 
Ether than 7e 
Eperſons truſ 
E rorrlafting 
ö Jacob; and 
the dead, at 
© ments, 

Notwithf 
vtmoſt extre 
Efcrene ; for 
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which he h. 
rated their 
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tathias; hi 


paſs them © 


„% Now 


Tebuke go 
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be ye zealc 
Tovenant o 
as our f. 
great hono 
ham found 


| unto him 
Littreſi ke 


COMFORTS OF MARTYRDOM. 451 
io: hore; animating ber beloved children to endure the 
Ten Etmoſt extreme of pain, and even ſubmit to death, ra- 
tber than for /ate Weir Gov! You find that all theſe 
E,erſons truſted, that they ſhould be partakers of the 


hers, 
Cifyl 


and © verlafting covenant, made with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
and Jacob; and were perfectly aſſured of the reſurrection of 
. ee dead, and a future ſtate of rewards and puniſh- 


, nentzs, 

il WE Notwithſtanding their bodies were mangled to the 
tha vtmoſt extreme, their minds continued firm, calm, and 
my {rene ; for the Lon p ſupported them with the com- 


the 1 forts of his holy Spirit, and by that divine power 


„ick he has over all the works of his hands, mode- 
hn {Wrated'their.pain, and rendered them more than conquerors 
Lover their inſulting tyrant. 


Taz Darn or MATTATH IAS. 

| Shortly after theſe martyrdoms died the good Mat- 
tathias; his laſt words are ſo edifying, that we will not 
pals them over, 

Now when the time drew near that Mattathias 
50, % Thould die, he faid unto his ſons, Now hath pride and 
en Tebuke gotten ſtrength, and the time of deſtruction, 
„nud the wrath of indignation. Now therefore, my ſons, 


CH. = 


de ye zealous for the law, and give your lives for the 


{ Covenant of your fathers, Call to remembrance what 
it) | Las our fathers did in their time, ſo ſhall ye receive 
1 _$reat honour, and an everlaſting name. Was not Abra- 
6. ham found faithful in temptation, and it was imputed 
NF Pnto him for righteouſneſs ? Joſeph in the time of his 


1 littreſt kept the commandment, and was made lord of 
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452 MATTATHIAS' LAST WORDs, 


Egypt. Phineas, our father, being zealous and fon 
vent, obtained the covenant of an everlaiting nriet. 
hood. Jeſus, for fulfilling the word, was made 
judge in Ir ael, Calcb, for bearing witne£, before he 
congregation, received the heritage of the land. De. 
vid, for being merciful, poſſeſſed the throns gt in 
| everlaſting kingdom. Elias, for being zealous and 
fervent for the law, was taken up into heaven. An. 
nanias, Azarias, and Miſael, by believi: ng, were ſavel 
out of the flame. Daniel, for his i innocency, was (cli. 
vered from the mouth of the lions. And this cor ider 
ye throughout all ages, that none that put their tut 
in him, ſhall be overcome. Fear not then the word: of 
a ſinful man; for his glory ſhall be dung an! worn; 
To- day he ſhall be lifted up, and to-morrow = 1 
not be found, becauſe he is returned into his du, 
his thought is come to nothing. Wherefro, , 
ſons, be valiant, and ſhew yourſe!ves men int be4.lf 
of the law, for by it you ſhall obtain gory. An 
behold, I know that your brother Simon i; a of 
counſel; give ear unto him alway :. he {hail hen fucks: 
unto you. As for Judas Maccabeus, he hach ba 
mighty, and ſtrong, even from his youth up: 
your captain, and fight the battle of tle pe pr. 
Take alſo unto you all thoſe that obſerve the !r ., 0; 
avenge. ye the wrong of your peop'e. Keownpend 
fully the heathen, and take heed to the comme 
of the law. So he blefſe] them, and was ga- ) 
his fathers. And he died in the hund:ed fit; wn 
ſixth year, and his ſons buried him in the puihr > 
his fathers, at Modin, and all Iſrael made 4 
mentation for him.“ 
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ISRAEL'S LAMENTATION. 453 
From this pious exhortation, we may learn the true 
Jose of SeriyTURE HisTorRy., You find, my dear, 
E that Martathias formed his own character, by ſtudying 
| theexamples of holy men which are recorded in the 
ſacred volume. Imitate him in this particular, and 
your life will, like his, be honourable, and your death 
happy. 

Well might Iſrael lament for the loſs of ſuch a pro- 
E teftor! but Judas, whom he appointed general, in- 
& herited his father's magnanimous ſpirit, and performed 
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naay noble exploits, ſome of which I ſhall relate; but 
2 = mult firſt tell you, that Antiochus went to a place called 
of WE ©: 15 
Daphne, in order to be preſent at the celebration of 
ms, ̃ 


ö ſome games which he inſtituted; during the whole 
time, he behaved agreeably to the character given of 
kim by Daniel, of a wile or contemptible perſom; and did 
ſo many mad actions, before an infinite number of ſpec- 
+ tators, that he became the laughing ſtock of them all. 


2 * 


Tun His ronvY or JUDAS MAC CABEUS. 


2 The book of the Maccabees informs us, that as ſoon 
a2 Mattathias was buried, Judas, his ſon, (called Mac- 
cabeus) roſe up in his ſtead. *©* And * all his brethren 
helped him, and ſo did all they that held with his fa- 
ther, and they fought with chearfulneſs the battle of 

Iſrael. So he gat his people great honour, and put 


"it To 4 * 


on a breaſt- plate as a giant, and girt his warlike har- 
neſs about him, and he made battles, protecting the 
| hoſt with his ſword. In his acts he was like a lion, 
and like a lion's whelp roaring for his prey. For he 
Purſued the wicked, and ſought them out, and burnt 


[ES - * 1 Macc, iii. 


op 


454 JUDAS'S PIETY AND VALOUR, ANT 


Þ ingly care 


up thoſe that vexed his people. Wherefore the wick 
ſhrunk for fear of him, and all the workers of iniquity kingdom, 
were troubled, becauſe ſalvation proſpered in hi 3 dineſs, ar 
hand. He grieved alſo many kings, and made Jacch J rance; bi 
glad with his acts, and his memorial is bleſſel r acquired | 
ever. Moreover, he went thorough the cities of Judz, ſures, by 
deſtroying the ungodly out of them, and turning away $ ticular p- 
wrath from Iſrael. So that he was renowned unto 1; MT. prediction 
utmoſt part of the earth, and he received un: lin 4 riches,” 
ſuch as were ready to periſh.” Apollonius, govern E money re 
of Syria, aſſembled a great army againſt him, bu: hun niel's pro] 
defeated and ſlain. After this, Seron, who was 6. . of the eaſt 
puty-governor of ſome part of Ca&lo-Syri:, uni WF menia reb 
Ptolemy Macron, attempted to ſubdue Judas wii; IG ward, dife 
numerous hoſt of ungodly men; the Jews were fin, of his don 
for they had faſted all day, and they were intimilze! adict; by 
by the numbers of the enemy, but Judas encore were abol: 
them to fight, ſaying, It“ is no hard matter f: their oon 
In*thi 


many to be ſhut up in the hands of a few; and wil 


the Gop of heaven it is all one to deliver with i to Perſi: 
aon fant ſon t 


great multitude, or a ſmall company; for the vi 


of battle ſtandeth not in the multitude of an hoſt, bit whom he 
ſtrength cometh from heaven. They come gn! v of their 
in much pride and iniquity to deſtroy us and u, As ſoon a 
wives and children, and to fpoil us: but we fight for Of gence end 
cur lives and our laws. Wherefore the LORD himkl | 2 to 
will overthrow them before our face: and 5 for v0, W | Gorgias, 
be ye not afraid of them.” When he la ſroke * his ow: 
theſe words, full of confidence in the Lord, is |: ; and ſeven 
ſuddenly upon them, and Seron and his hof vi Tante, w. 
overthrown before him. Antiochus + being cnc Jewiſh pri 


* x Macs, ili. 18-23, f Ibid. 27. 


ANTIOCHUS'S FOLLY AND RAGE. 465 


ckef Þ ingly enraged at this, aſſembled all the forces of the 
quit kingdom, commanding them to be in conſtant rea- 
| hi Le and promiſed each of them a year's pay ad- 
acch © vance; but this he could not perform, though he had 
| fs x great wealth ; for he had exhauſted his tre 


© fures, by fooliſh\expences and profuſe preſents to par- 


'uda, 
4 E ticular perſons ; in which he verified the prophets 


away 


0 the 
E riches,” Befides the difficulties to which the want of 


) him 
no: money reduced him, others aroſe, according to Da- 
e niel's prophecy, from the tidings which came to bim out 


. „ the eaft and north for northward the king of Ar- 
mc | © menia rebelled againſt him, and Perſia which lay eaſt- 
: ward, diſcontinued to pay him tribute: in every part 
aint, of his dominions all was confuſion, owing to his new 
ne: edict; by which the ancient cuſtoms of ſo many nations 


avere aboliſhed, and thoſe of the Greeks eſtabliſhed in 
7 10 ; their room. 
ni In chis emergency, Antiochus reſolved to go himſelf 
„into Perfia, and leave the care of his kingdom and in- 
an fant ſon to Lyſias, a nobleman of the royal family; t 
by whom he gave particular orders to root the Jews out 
of their land, and ſettle ſtrangers in every quarter. 
„ As ſoon as Antiochus was gone, Lyſias with cruel dili- 
r gence endeavoured to execute the king's orders; he 
ne called to his aſſiſtance Ptolemy Macron, Nicanor, and 
0% Corgias, three mighty generals, whoſe forces, united 
MF to his own, compoſed an army of forty thouſand foot 
16 and ſeven thouſand horſe, boudes one thoutand mer- 
ner chants, who attended witu the expectation of buying 
Jewiſh priſoners for ſlaves. Judas and his brethren 
* 1 Macc. iÞ, 31. 
my 2 | reſolved 


22. 


. that he Gould ſcatter the prey and Jpeil of 
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456 JUDAS'S PIETY AND VALovy, 


reſolved to make a vi gorous defence, but their ith 
care was to ſecure the aid of the Lord ; they therefore 
aſſembled the whole congregation, and devoted the day 
to faſting and prayer. After this ſolemnity was ended, 


C poll. T1 
E poured for 
E praiſes anc 


Judas marſhalled them for battle, ſaying, „gin Mir 
yourſelves, and be valiant men, and ſee that ye ben 3 bers who 1 
readineſs againſt the morning, that ye may fight win combined 
theſe nations that are aſſembled together again} y, | vidory ove 
to deſtroy us and our ſanctuary. For it is better fu E ochus's'per 
to die in battle, than to beho!d the calamities gf our x them of v 
people, and our ſanctuary. Nevertheleſs, as the willg | the Jews 

. Gop is in heayen, ſo let him do:“ on which theyre. Y neceſſaries 
ſolved to keep themſelves in readineſs. Judas hen: Lyfias 1 
that Gorgias intended to attack them in the nig, a judea, 
removed, and came with three thouſand men, poorly much crab: 
armed, to the camp of the enemy, Which was dg Telolutely 
and well guarded. Then ſaid Judas to bis men, if parations 0 


4% Fear + ye not the multitude, neither be ye af matched 5 
of their aſſault, Remember how our fathers were d. Foot, and f 
livered in the Red Sea, when Pharaoh purſued tin ir. inhabit 


with an army. Now therefore let us cry unte hene tkis might) 

if peradventure the Loa D will have mercy up Wand faid, B 
1 1 lay 2 K ; 

and remember the covenant of our tathers, ai cen! didft quell 


this hoſt before our face this day: that io «| 3 Whand of th 
heathen may know that there is one, who delve Frangers in 
and ſaveth Iſrael.“ Animated by this pious ſpec, Band his ar 


the men of Iſrael followed their valiant leaer; a. i hand of thy 
falling upon the heathens, made a great flange. in their poy 
threw the camp into the utmoſt contuto: ; they al: | Courage, ar 
terwards put Gorgias and his party to flight, «id oy fall away, 
plundered the camp, and returned laden r Caſt them 
#* 1 Macc, iii. 58, to the end. + 1 Mace, iv. Sl ep #2, 
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ir Fu next day, which was the ſabbath, they 
tors E poured | — their gratitude to the Lok p in humble 


2 


Y 


% | praiſes and thankſgivings. | 
i, WG ſudas and his followers, encouraged by their late- 
Arn © ſaccels, and much increaſed in ſtrength by the num- 
en bers who now joined them, reſolved to oppoſe all who 
win E combined againſt them, and ſoon obtained a memorable 
* Us | ritory over Timotheus and Bacchides, two of Anti- 
Ir U . ere, who brought a great army againſt 
chem, of which were ſlain twenty thouſand men; and 
oh 3 the Jews gained great riches, beſides arms, and many 
. vereſffaries for carrying on the war * 

vr; Lyfias hearing of the bad ſucceſs of the king's army 
35 N in Jadea, and of the loſſes they had ſuſtained, was 
00 much embarraſſed; but knowing that Antiochus was 
_—_ Teſolutely bent to deſtroy the Jews, he made great pre- 


mel, {Wparations for another expedition againit them, and k 
NM 8 
1 marched into Judea with an army of fixty thouſand 


= 


bot, and five thouſand horſe, reſolving to extirpate all 
1:0 the inhabitants of the country. «© When + Judas ſaw 
ayen, this mighty army encamped at Bethſura, he prayed, 
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and faid, Bleſſed art thou O Saviour of Iirael, who 11 
el didſt quell the violence of the mighty man by the 3 4 
and of thy ſervant David, and gaveſt the hoſt of 38 
ren rangers into the hands of Jonathan the fon of Saul, Wl 
ey | and his armour-bearer. Shut ap this army in the | 93 
* hand of thy people Iſrael, and let them be confounded Z | 
7 | in their power and horſemen, Make them to be of no 9 | 
T9 | Courage, and cauſe the boldneſs of their ſtrength to 4 $1 
1 fall away, and let them quake at their deſtruction. 1 
* Caſt them down with the ſword of them that love | 9 
„ ae. vill. 3ö. + 1 Macc. iv. 30—34. Wh 
rl WE Vo 1. IV. * Es 1 1 
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thee, and let all choſe. that know thy name, pra 
thee. with thankſgiving.” After this pious prayer 
they engaged with the enemy, though the whole army 
amounted to no more than ten thouſand men; by the 
aid of the Logo they gained the victory, flew fire 
thoaſand of the adverſary, and put the reſt to flight, 
Lyſias retired to Antioch, purpoſing to return with à 
till greater force, Judas and his company went up to 
mount Sion. And * when they ſaw the Sanctuary 
_ deſolate, and the Altar profaned, and the gates burnt 
up, and ſhrubs growing in the courts, as in a foreſt, or 
in one of the mountains, yea, and the prieſts chambers 
pulled down: They then rent their clothes, and made 
great lamentation, and caſt aſhes upon their heads, 
and fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and 
blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried towards 
heaven.“ Judas then appointed perſons to cleanſe 
the ſanctuary; they ſet all parts of divine worſhip in 
order, and offered ſacrifices according to the law, 
Thus was the Temple-worſhip reſtored exactly that 
day three years, on which it had been profaned by the 
heathens. | 
But though the Jews had recovered the Temple, 
they were greatly annoyed as they went thither to 
worſhip, by a garriſon which Apollonius had built on 
mount Acra ; Judas therefore fortified a part of mount 
Sion, to ſecure the prieſts and people from the frequent 
attacks of their enemies +, | 
Whilſt theſe things were tranſacting, Antiochus was 
in Perſia, levying the tribute; but he fled out of that 
country with diſhonour ; for, attempting to plunder 3 


# 1 Macc. iv. 38-41, + 1 Macc. iv. 60, 67. 
heathen 


eos DISGRACED. 459 


ei chere were great riches, the 
CEE country affcmbled and drove him away: 


Er UM-difpoſed to receive the news of the 


in judea: the author of the book 


of Maccabees * informs us, that this account made 
him in a manner frantic with rage and diſappoint- 
nb he reſolved to haſten to Jeruſalem, and 
— make that city a grave for the Jews, 
bor the whole nation. Whilſt he was 
eee this horrid purpoſe, he was ſtruck 
—diſeaſe in the midR of his journey, 
LS detcrmined that nothing ſhould top himz 
ed the driver of his chariot to re- 
cnn ſpeed, by which the carriage was over- 
Rd Antiochus ſo miſerably bruiſed, that he was 
——— confined to his bed in a little town on 
be was tormented with the moſt ex- 
and all the horrors of conſcious 
— and in a ſhort time died. Thus, accord- 
ein of the prophet f, 4 be was 


going ' forth wwrth great Fury 1 10 deſtroy „ and utterly fo- 


make away _ » be came to his end with none to help 
E J.00 
bent Was the latter end: of the life of this 


mere even the tortures endured by thoſe holy 
died for their religion, in compariſon 
mate complicated agonies, both of body and mind, 

amicchus ſuffered! You muſt, my dear, readily 
pnethe juſtice of Gop, in taking ſuch exemplary 
Wages on 10 notorious a ſinner ; and you find, that 


1 + Dan. xi. 45, f 1 Mace. iv. 60. 
4 þ X 2 Daniel's 


N * 


34 


of the good Mattathias! Nay, how 


% 


460 THE REIGN OF ANTIOCHUS EUPAT0R, 
Daniel's prophecies were in many inſtances literally 
fulfilled : but theſe you will underſtand more clearly, 
when you read the whole ory of the Aer of An- 


tilochus fen 


Tux His renz OF - JUDAS MACCABEUS, UNDER 
THE REtGN or ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR. 


Aided a Epiphanes was ſacceeded by his ſon An- 
tiochus ; this prince was very young, and his father be. 
fore his death recommended the care of him to one of his 
favourites, named Philip, whom he alſo appointed regent 
of the kingdom, during his ſon's minority: but when Phi- 
lip came to. Antioch, he found his office filled by Lyſias, 
Who, as ſoon as he heard of the king's death, took the 
young prince then under his tuition, ' and placed him 
on-the throne, giving him the name of AnTiocavs 
Evrartor. Philip finding himſelf too weak to con- 
tend with Lyſias, fled to Egypt; but was diſappointed 
in his hopes. of gettivg help from thence, as that 
kingdom was in the utmoſt confuſion, occaſioned by 
the diſputes between Ptolemy Philometor, and his bro- 
ther Phyſcon ; who were of ſuch. oppoſite. diſpoſitions, 
that it was impoſſible harmony ſhould long ſubſiſt be- 
tween them. Philip, not meeting with ſucceſs, re- 
turned into Syria, and ſeized upon Antioch. At this 
time Ptolemy Macron +, from being an enemy to the 
Jews, became. their friend, on which he was called 
traitor by the Syrians ; and indeed deſervedly, becauſe 
he had treacherouſly delivered the iſland of Cyprus, of 
which he had been appointed governor, by Ptolemy 
' Philometer, to Antiochus Epiphanes. 


+ 2 Macc. Xs TS: 
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DEATH OF PTOLEMY MAcRON. 46 


cron was deprived of his government, and Lyſias ap- 
pointed in his room; when the former found he had not 
the means of living as he had been accuſtomed to do, he 
came to the deſperate reſolution of poiſoning himſelf. 

In the mean time Judas Maccabeus marched out 
with his forces, to chaſtiſe the neighbouring nations, 
who were confederated to cut off the Jews; and gained 


feveral memorable victories, particularly over the 


Edomites*, who, with Gorgias, the Syrian general, 
in conjunction, oppoſed him with an army conſiſting 
of twenty thouſand men, who were all put to the 
word. Judas had likewiſe great ſucceſs againſt the 
Ammonites, who had exerciſed many cruelties towards 
the Jews; and alſo obtained a memorable victory over 
Timotheus r, who was governor over the land of the 
Ammonites, the ſame whom Judas had fo wonderfally 
defeated two years before. In this battle fell, of Ti- 
motheus's army, twenty thouſand five hundred foot, 
and fix hundred horſemen: Timotheus fled to Gazera, 
where he was ſlain; and Chereas, his brother, who 
was governor of the place; and Apollophanes, another 
leader of the army, ſhared the ſame fate. 

The t heathen nations that lived about the land of 
Gilead hearing of their defeat, reſolved to attempt the 
deſtruction of all the Jews in theſe parts. The |} in» 
*The Idumea, or Edom, mentioned above, was 2 part of the 
land of Iſrael, formerly belonging to the inheritance of the tribes of 
Judah and Simeon, Which the Edomites, who were driven out of 
their own country, had taken poſſeſſion of during the Babylonian 
captivity. After their coming into this country, Hebron, which 


had formerly been the metropolis of Judah, an the metropolis 


of the Idumeans. ＋ 2 Macc. Xs wel "Fi. Macc. v. 9. 
| 1 Macc. v. 15. 


X . habitants 


Ly 


462 JUDAS DIVIDES HIS FORCES. 


habitants of Tyre, Sidon, Ptolemais and other places, 


determined at the ſame time to cut off the Jews of 0 
Galilee; but they all wrote to Judas for aid, and 3 1 
: all Ti 
through the mercy of Gop were delivered from the v. 
dangers which threatened them. Judas“ „ by the advice or th 
of the Sanhedrim or great council, had divided his ceſio 
army into three parts, each conſiſting of eighi thouſand plied 
men; with the ße he and his brother Jonathan re- doin 4 
heved the Gileadites ; and with the ſecond Simon, ano- they, 
ther of his brothers, afiſted the Galileans ; and the port t 
third were left at Jeruſalem, under the command of 15 0 
Joſeph and Azariae, two principal leaders, for the de- cordin 
Fence of that city and the adjacent country. The two with 
parties who went forth on expeditions, returned with Lyn 
honour and triumph, for they happily delivered many lit br 
of their brethren who were ſnut up in priſon in diffe. thoufan 
rent cities, in order to be all maſſacred in one day; put eighty | 
the enemy to flight wherever they went, and flew an ts inv 
aſtoniſhing number of them. Simon + then collected WF 2. - 
together ail thoſe he had reſerved from their foes, and amy ele 
carried them with him into the land of Judah; and wen, avi 
they were ſo diſperſed, as to repeople the places which brow 6 
had been deſolated by Antiochus Epiphanes. ; of peace 
_ Joſeph t and Azarias hearing of the n exploits granting 
performed by Judas and Jonathan, were ambitious of to thats 
fame; and therefore, contrary to the orders which had the Rams 
| been given them by Judas at his departure, they led But 7 


thoſe whe 
being ple; 
gone to / 


ing their f 


forth their forces, on an ill- projected expedition againk 
Jamnia, a ſea- port on the Mediteranean; but Gorgia 
falling upon their whole army, flew about two thou- 
ſand men. Thus this raſh attempt ended in the cons 


„ x Macc. v. 16. + Ibid. 23. 1 Ibid 55. 


fuſio 
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35 Fifion of thoſe who undertook it; but Judas and his 
of brethren were honoured and renowned in the fight of 
nd all Iſrael, and even amongſt the heathens. 
he Demetrius the ſon of Seleucus Philopator, dae 
ice of the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the ſuc- | 
his cflion of Eupator his ſon to the throne of Syria, ap- 
ind plied to the ſenate for aſſiſtance in regaining the king- 
re- dom of Syria, which properly belonged to him; but 
no- they, conſulting the intereſt of Rome, reſolved to ſup- 
the port the claim of Eupator, and fent three ambaſſadors 
| of into Syria to ſettle his affairs, and regulate them acs 
de- cording to the articles of peace which had been made 
two with his. grandfather Antiochus the Great. | 
with Lyſias * enraged at the great ſucceſs of Judas and 
nan) his brethren, collected an army, conſiſting of eighty 
life. thouſand men, with all the horſe of the kingdom, and 
put eighty elephants, and marched with this great power 
Wan to invade Judea ; he began the war with the ſiege of 
edded BY Bethſura; but Judas falling upon him, flew of his 
„ and irthy eleven thouſand foor, and erst hundred horſe- 


rr 


which dh weary of ſo unproſperous a war, came to terms 

of peace with Judas ; and Antiochus ratified the treaty, 
plots Bi granting them liberty to live every where according 
ous of BY to their own laws. In this affair the ambaſſadors froni 
ch hal BY the Romans were very ſervicible to the Jews. | 
ey led But + this peace was not of long continuance ; for 
againk thoſe who governed in the neighbouring provinces, not 
zorg being pleaſed with it, broke it as ſoon as Lyſias was 
> thou- gone to Antioch, and took all opportunities of renew< 
ang their former hoſtilities againſt the Jews; but Judas 7 


22 Macc. xi. + 2 Macc. Ml. 2. 
X 4 overcame - 


A MEMORABLE VICTORY. 


overcame them, and ey, y were ſoon obliged to ſue for 


In the mean time Timotheus, Ps — drawn all his 
forces together to the amount of one hundred and twen- 
ty thouſand foot, and two thouſand five hundred horſe, 
pitched his camp at a place called nee es on 
the river Jabboc. _ 

Here Judas found him with his numerous army, 
fell upon him, and having gained the victory, ſlew 
Timotheus“ as he fled was 
taken priſoner; but on his promiſe. to ſet at liberty 
many Jews who were captives in places under his 
command, he was releaſed: a + great part of the re- 
mainder of the vanqauiſhed army fled to Carnaim, where 
Judas continuing the purſuit, put numbers to the 
ſword; and then gathering together all the race of 
Iſrael that were in the land of Gilead, he took them 
with him in his return to Judea, in order to do as 
- Simon had done the year before : ſhortly after he re- 
turned to Jeruſalem; then he and all his company 
went up to the Temple, and gave thanks to Gov for 
the great ſucceſs which he had graciouſly given them ; 
for they had not loſt one man, notwithſtanding the 
dangerous enterprizes they had been engaged in. This 
: return \ was about the time of Pentecoſt, 


thirty thouſand men. 


PFunTHER ConguesTs. or JUDAS MACCABEUS. 


After t the feaſt of Pentecoſt was over, Judas led 
out his forces again to make war upon the Idumeans ||, 
who had greatly moleſted the Jews in the battle which 


| 
| 
 - 


* 2 Macc. Xxli. ta, 25. 


| 'F ; ig Macc. v. 44. 
| x Macc. v. 65. A 
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COLLECTION ugs ron SIN-OFFERING. 465 
ar he fought with them ; ſeveral of the Jews were ſlain „ 
but at laſt Judas obtained the victory, and Gorkins 
narrowly eſcaped. 'The + next day, being the ſabbath, 
Judas withdrew his forces to Odollam, a city near the 
field of battle; and jt the day after, on ſtripping the 
ſain, it appeared that they had concealed under their 
garments, things which they had taken among the 
ſpoil, which formerly belonged to idols; if thefe men 
had lived, they would have been condemned to death 
as Achan was, bécauſe they, through covetouſneſs, 
broke the law of Gov ||.” e 7 

Judas and his company perceiving by whas means 
Gop had been provoked to give thoſe perſons up to 
their enemies, praiſed the Lok pb, and offered up 
their prayers for pardon of their own ſin; and then“ 
making a collection through the whole camp, which 
amounted to a large ſum, ſent it to Jeruſalem, to pro- 
vide !in-offerings for the expiation of this offence, that 
wrath might not fall upon the whole congregation of 
Iſrael §. 

After ** this Judas carrying the war into the fouth- 
ern parts of Idumea, ſmote Hebron and all the towns 


"2 Mace. xii. 33—37. + Ibid. 38. t Ibid. 39—4 5. 
Deut. vii. 25, 26. & The author of the ſecond book of 
Maccabees, ſeems to have miſunderſtood this action, as if the peo- 
| ple were making atonement for the perſons of the deceaſed : it is 
EUS. not agreeable to ſeripture to offer prayers for the dead, as no inter- 
ceſſion of the living can avail for them: but as theſe men had 
brought a curſe on the nation, this could only be removed, by each 
man preſenting a ſin- offering; by which he expreſſed his ſorrow _ 
which that the honour of God had been offended, and his own reſolution 
to avoid ſuch crimes ; acknowledging the juſtice of the Lon p in in- 
lifting puniſhment on the offenders, and imploring him to reſtore 
us bleſſing to his people. * 1 Macc. v. 59—63. 

X 5 adjacent, 


he 


466 ACRA BESIEGED. 
adjacent; he then paſſed into the land of the Philiſtines, 
and having taken Azotus, formerly called Aſhdod, he 


pulled down their heathen altars, burnt their carved 
images, and. took the ſpoils of the place; doing the 


ſame to the reſt of the cities of that country, over 


which he prevailed, he led back his men into Judea 
loaded with the ſpoils of their enemies. 


But the garrifon of the Syrians ftill holding the fort- 


Teſs of Acra in Jeruſalem, they greatly moleſted the Jews; 
on which Judas reſolved to beſiege them, and for this 


purpoſe provided himfelf with all the uſual engines 


for aſſaulting it. But * ſome of the apoſtate Jews, 
who had enliſted themſelves in the garriſon, found 
means to get forth, and flying to A ntioch, informed 


the king and council of his proceedings; upon which. 
an + army was aſſembled of one hundred thouſand foot, 
twenty thoufand horſe, with thirty elephants, and 


three hundred armed chariots of war; upon the ele- 
phants were ſtrong towers of wood, and in each thirty 
valiant men, beſies an Indian to guide the beaſt. The 
king himſelf with Lyſias his tutor, marched at the 
head of this formidable hoſt ; and when the ſun ſhone 
upon'the gold and braſs ſhields, they appeared like 
Jamps of fire, ſcattered over the hills and plains ; the 
noiſe of this multitude marching, and the rattling of 
their armour, ſeemed to threaten deſtruction to all who 
ſhould dare to oppoſe them. In their way to Judea, 
- paſſing by the fortreſs of Bethſura, Lyſias begun as for- 
merly, with the ſiege of that place, which made a brave 
reſiſtance for many days. Judas having collected his 
forces, though far inferior to thoſe of the enemy, en- 


* x Macc. vi. 19; 20. 4 Ibid. 28. 
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great fierceneſs ; but after having ſlain about ſix hun- 


dred men, withdrew from the fight, and made a ſafe 
retreat into Jeruſalem : the occaſion of their retreating- 
was the death of Eleazar, one of Judas's brothers, who 
was loſt by a very raſh and deſperate attempt. Ob- 
ſerving one of the elephants higher and more advanced 


than the reſt, he ſuppoſed the king was on it; there- 
fore running furiouſly through the troops, he made his 


way to the beaſt, and getting under him, ran his ſpear 
into his belly, on which the Me i fell upon u and 


cruſhed him to death 3. 


Eleazar, conſidering all Ange, Meng he Gemalized 
his courage, atid teſtified his love for his country, ated - 
wrong; becauſe he had reaſon to hope, that the Log 
would deliver a/l his people out of the hands of the 
heathen ; he had therefore no need to ſacrifice his own 
life, for he might have promoted the honour of Go 
more, in defending his poſt, than by depriving his party 


of a principal commander in this inconſiderate manner. 
The + royal army continued the ſiege of Bethſura, 


which being in danger of wanting proviſions, and hear- 


ing, it is likely, that the king's party prevailed, far- 
rendered, and a Syrian garriſon was placed in it. 


From thence Antiochus marched to Jeruſalem t; in 


order to beſiege the ſanctuary. The Jews made a va- 
liant reſiſtance, but at laſt were on the point of ſub- 


mitting, when they were moſt providentially relieveds 


For || Lyfias having received an account that Philip, 


* 1 Macce vis 43- © Ibid. 20. T Ibid. g1=—54. F Wie. 55. 
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camped at Bathzacharias, over againſt the king's camp; 
as ſoon as the morning came, both armies prepared 
for the battle, and Judas and his men began with 
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whom Antiochus Epiphanes had appointed guardian of 
his ſon was arrived, and had taken poſſeſſion of An- 


tioch, and there aſſumed the government of the Syrian 
empire *, he found it neceſſary to make peace with the 
Jews, that he might be at liberty to return to Antioch; 
and accordingly, peace being granted to them on very 
advantageous terms, and ſworn to by Antiochus, he 
was admitted within the fortifications of the ſanctuary; 


but t when he ſaw how ſtrong they were, he cauſed 


them, contrary to his treaty, to be demoliſhed, and re- 
turned towards Syria. 

; Menelaus f the high-prieft, in 3 of reco- 
vering his office, and being made governor of Judea, 
attended this expedition, and was very. officious againſt 
his own people; but Lyſias, finding the war was fo 


30 unproſperous, accuſed this wretch to the king, as the 
original author of it; and he was condemned to be caſt 


headlong into a tower of aſhes, where he miſerably 
| periſhed. On || his death the office of high-prieſt was 


granted to Alcimus, a man altogether as wicked as 


Menelaus. 
On the king's return to Antioch, Philip was driven 


thenen and ſuppreſſed. _ I before mentioned, that am- 


baſſadors had been ſent from Rome to regulate the af- 


fairs of Syria; theſe ambaſſadors finding that the king 
had more ſhips and elephants than the treaty allowed, 
cauſed the ſupernumerary ſhips to be burnt, and the 
elephants to be ſlain. This meaſure occaſioned great 
diſcontent amongſt the people, and a man called Lep- 


tines, being particularly exaſperated, murdered one of 


* 1 Mace. vi. 57. | 


+ Ibid. 62. 
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the ambaſſadors whilſt he was bathing. An embaſſy 
was immediately diſpatched to Rome to excuſe the 
king, but the en nn them wi ads al- 
nation. 

Demetrius the thi yo ee ed himſelf of 
this opportunity, landed in Syria“, obtained the king- 
dom, and cauſed Antiochus to be put to death. 

Alcimus, who had been appointed high-prieſt, was 
rejected by the Jews, becauſe he had polluted + him- 
ſelf with conforming to the manners of the Greeks; 
he therefore aſſembled all the apoſtate Jews, and going 
at the head of them, addreſſed the new king for relief 
againſt, Judas and his brethren, accuſing them of ſlay- 
ing many of the king's friends, and driving others out 
of the country; and by this accuſation, ſo prejudiced 
the king againſt them, that he ſent Bacchides, gover- 
nor of Meſopotamia into udea t with an army, and 
joined Alcimus in the commiſſion with him, for making 
war upon the Jews. On their firſt arrival they pro- 
ceeded with artifice, and pretended to come with 
peaceable intentions, but Judas and his brethren were 
aware of their treachery ;—ſome of the Jews, however, 
were deceived by them, and were deſtroyed; amongſt 
theſe were ſixty of the Aſſideans, and ſeveral of 
the ſcribes or doctors of the law. After this Bacchides 
returned to the king, but Alcimus remained with a 
part of the forces, who drew many deſerters || to him, 
and much diſturbed: the ſtate of. Iſrael. This pro- 
voked Judas $ to take the field, in order to puniſh thoſe 
who had revolted. Alcimus went again to the king, 


* 1 Macc; vii. 1—4. 2 Macc. xiv. I, 2. | + 2 Macc. xive 3s 
þ 1 Mace. vii. 3-20. I Ibid. 21, 2. F Ibid-23,24-+ 
. e 
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and having preſented him with a crown of gold, aud Jue 
other gifts, renewed his complaints againſt Juda; by the 
which being ſeconded by ſome in the court who were ſo pe 
enemies to the ſews, Demetrius was induced to ſend: treaty 
another army to ſubdue them, under Nicanor their eld neighl 
enemy; commanding him to cut off Judas, diſperſe eſteem 
his followers, and eſtabliſſ Alcimus in the High- prieſt's- aſſiſt a 
office. Nicanor was at firſt un willing to make war reſolve 
on Judas, but being urged by the king, he at length Jewiſh 
purſued it with fury; and having ſpoken many blaſ- ſuppor 
- phemous words againſt the Temple, and threatened to mongſt 
deſtroy it, and build a temple to Bacchus in the room in num 
: of it, he was ſlain, and his army routed by Judas. Af. were fr 
ter + this, the Jews took out the ſpoils, cut off Nicanor's. | bled «<< 
head, and the impious hand which he had lifted again ared to 
the holy. Temple, and hanged them upon one of the breaſts 1 
towers of Jeruſalem: they then kept a day of great re- from th 
Joicing, which was afterwards obſerved as an annual had reti 
feſtival. loſs of 
Tas ConcLvysion oy \THz HisTORY OF . AS 3 
MACCABEUS. | ple of th 

We muſt now begin to take a view of the Roman power? 
empire, which was de ſcribed to Daniel in the remarkable ng ſigh 
ood in 


viſion you formerly read, e under the image of 2 
fourth beaſt, dreadful, aud ftrong' exceedingly, which, Loxp re 
oth great iron teeth devoured and brake in pieces, and mould b. 
 flamped the reſidue? with the feet Mit. When you read want of « 
the hiſtory of the Romans at large, you will find, that muſt rem 
this was a very juſt repreſentation of their rapid and ants of A 
irreſiſtible acquiſition of power and dominion. to ſhew f 


* + Macce'vils 26—29. 4 Macci xiv. 12-25. 1 Macc. vii. 47. 
vn Judas 


GOD DISHONOURED. 472 

1 Judas ® Maccabeus ſaw himſelf continually attacked 
by.the whole force of the Syrians, and that they were 
ſo perfidious there was no relying. on them in any 
treaty of peace. He had no aid to expect from the 
neighbouring nations, and the Romans were generally 
eſteemed for juſtice and valour, and always ready to 
aſſiſt weak ſtates againſt oppreſſive kings; he therefore 
reſolved to ſeek an alliance with them. But could the 
Jewiſh nation, which had hitherto been ſo wonderfully | 
ſupported by an ALuicaty Power, be reckoned a- 
mongſt weak nations? It is true, their army was ſmall 
in number when compared with their enemies, and they 
were frequently aſſaulted, but Gon had hitherto ena» 
bled four of them to chaſe an hundred, and an hun- 
dred to put ten thouſand to fight ;”* he had animated their 
breaſts with the courage of lions, and ſhielded them 
from the moſt furious attacks of their enemies; they 
had returned victorious from many battles, without the 
loſs of a ſingle man; and none had fallen but through 
their own raſhneſs, folly, or diſobedience to the Divine 
Law. What need then had Judas and the choſen peo- 
ple of the LoD, to ſeek for protection from a bearhen 
power? It was degrading their Heaventy King in 


nan 


ible the ſight of idol worſhippers, to ſuppoſe that they 
fo ſtood in need of their aſſiſtance ; and the honour of the- 
ich; Loxp required, that thoſe who thus diftruſted him, 
and fhould be taught, by chaſtiſement, to repent of their: 
read want of confidence in his Almighty Power. For you 
that muſt remember, that by the Iſraelites (as the deſcend- 


ants of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob) Gon had promiſed 
to ſhew forth his glory, and convey the * * 


and 


1 Macc. vlil. 2. 
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Redemption to all nations; therefore it was not Poſſible ence fe 
for them to be cut off, whilſt they Kept thoſe laws which accoun 
were given to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate them from hea. and dr 
thens, and continued to put their truſt in the power of ſelves | 
the Lon p: neither could they be conſidered as the pe. gent 
culiar people of God, or expect miraculous aſſiſtance ſect con 
any longer, than whilſt they fulfilled the conditions of certain 
the covenant made with their forefathers. And we may enemies, 
obſerve, throughout the whole courſe. of the Jewiſh now un 
hiſtory, that when this people entered into leagues with proper 
heathen powers, they were always unſucceſsful. and yo! 
_ - Eupolemus * and Jaſon, the two ambaſſadors whom quences 
Judas fent to the Roman ſenate, met with a very gra- Dem 
cious reception; and the Jews and Romans entered into and dea 

a mutual engagement, to aſſiſt each other both by ſea and Wl ſecond 
land; fo that Judas and his followers, inſtead of fighting army of 
only for th:ir own lives and their laws, and the recovery Judas h. 
of their inheritance, as they had hitherto done, were to oppo] 
now bound to aſſiſt, if called upon, the ambitious de- terrified 
ſigns of that people who meditated the fubjection of fled fro: 
the whole earth. Though ſometimes one heathen na- | general | 
tion, and ſometimes another, were, (after the apoltacy natural j 
of the Iſraelites under their kings) ſuffered to prevail, the /, 
for the puniſhment of the wickedneſs of others ; yet, of his exc 
it was not Iawful for the remnant of Gop's people, battle, f. 
(who were preſerved for other purpoſes) to join with of the Re 
them, without an expreſs command from Gop : their Wi {pired thi 
only buſineſs was, to live quietly under the govern- fearful tr 
ment which had dominion over them ; as long as they hard mati 
were allowed the tree exerciſe of their religion, and few, and 
dhe poſleſion of their inheritance; to wait with pati- WW ver abit, 


F, 1 Macc, viii. 21. N 200 
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ence for the Meſſiah; or in caſe they were perſecuted on 
account of their faith, and compelled to worſhip idols, 
and driven from their land, they were to defend them- 
ſelves by every means in their power, that was con- 
fſtent with their duty to Gop; and to rely with per- 
ſect confidence on the aid of the Lox D, who would 
certainly be unto them a rock of defence againſt their 
inemics,,and render human alliances unneceſſary. You 
now underſtand, my dear, that Judas took a very im- 
proper ſtep in courting the protection of the Romans; 
and you will find, that a Was ee e ee conſe- 
quences. | | 4 | | 
Demetrius“ dawing received an account of the defeat 
and death of Nicanor, ſent Bacchides, and Alcimus, a 
ſecond time, who encamped before Jeruſalem with an 
army of twenty thouſand foot, and two thouſand horſe: 
Judas had no more than three thouſand men with him 
to oppoſe them; and of theſe, all but eight hundred, 
terrified with the formidable appearance of the enemy, 
fled from the” hoſt, Perſonal courage this renowned 
general poſſeſſed: to a great degree; but what was his 
natural force, aſſiſted only by a ſmall number, without 
the ©© /bield and buckler of his ſalvation, and the fror 
of his excellency??* He was now left to fight his own 
battle, for the Loa pD withheld aid from this new ally: 
of the Romans: confidence of victory no longer in- 
pired the breaſt of Judas; he could not now ſay to his 
fearful troops, as on a former occaſion, f It 7s n 
hard matter for many to be ſbut up in the hands of a 
few, and with the Gop of heaven it is all one, to de- 
liver with a great. multitude, or a ſmall company e far: 


* 1 Macc. ix. 1. 1 1 Macc. iii. 18—20. 


the 


454 DEATH or JuDas Maccaptvs. 
the vittory of battle Ranideth ihr in the miliitude of Tas 


an hoſt, but ftrengib cometh From heaven.” Danger AN 
preſented itſelf to his view in all its horrors, and © he Aﬀt 
was troubled in mind, and ſore diſmayed ;** but Rilt diſheay 
folicitous for his country's honour and his own fame, mine a 
he reſolved not to give his foes eauſe to triumph in may ju 
his ſhameful flight, therefore exerted the utmoſt ef. was ſer 


forts of human kill, and with aſtoniſhing bravery ſup. deſert 
ported the combat for ſome time, * ſo that the earth Judas y 
ſhook with the noife of the armies on both ſides;“ but ſo that 


. - at length, overpowered by numbers, he fell at the feet had noi 
| of his adverſaries! Thus died Judas Maccabeus, who, there fol 
* whilſt he continued to rely entirely on the Lok b, was, Judas, 
& in himſelf a hot; and whoſe name ſtruck terror took th 
Into the minds of mighty warriors. He was, on the reſiſt th 
whole, a moſt amiable and worthy character; and voured | 
though the DvIxE Berne puniſhed his inconſiderate Simon |} 
: | application to the Romans, by deſerting him in the wilderni 
hour of danger (as he chaſtiſed his faithful ſervant and bag 
Moſes for ſtriking the rock, by not ſuffering him to another 
enter the promiſed land). I think we cannot doubt, theans; 
but that after death, God exalted him to that ftate of Jambriaz 
happineſs allotted for the noble army of martyrs: as reſt priſo 
he had been, in fo remarkable a manner, the reſtorer after this 
and preſerver of the divine law, and the vere: and his broth 
protector of his country. | he exerte 
There was a general lamentation (bende 1 fach the prote 
for the loſs of this valiant commander; and he was ho- Lord co 
nouradly buried by his brothers, Simon and Jonathan, Alcimy 
in the ſepulchre of his father, at on 8 go ed himſe] 
verned * ſix Neurb. alteration 
5 SIM 


Tat 


EDN d An 2s 


0 
0 anD SVucekssoR or JUDAS MACCABEUS. 
he After * the death of Judas, the people were greatly 


mine alſo increaſed their diſtreſs ; which I think we 


ne, 
5 iu may judge, from Gop's uſual dealings with his people, 
ef. was ſent as a chaſtiſement, for their diſtruſt of him, and 
ſup deſertion of their general. Many of the friends of 
arth Judas were put to death, or cruelly uſed by Bacchides, 
but ſo that there was great affliction in Iſrael, ** ſuch as 
feet had not been ſince the times of the prophets;“ they 
ho, therefore reſolved to appoint Jonathan, the brother of 
Was, Judas, to be their prince and captain; upon which he 
rror took the government, and collected forces together to 
the refit the enemy; which Bacchides hearing, endea- 
and voured to get him into his power; but Jonathan, and 
rate Simon his brother, fled with their company into the 
the wilderneſs of Tekoa; and in order to ſecure their goods 
vant and baggage, ſent them, under the conduct of John, 
m to another of Judas's brothers, to their friends the Naba- 
ubt, theans; but John was intercepted in his march by the 
te of Jambrians, a tribe of Arabs, who ſlew him, took the 
32 48 reſt priſoners, and ſeized upon their effects. Not + long 
torer after this, Jonathan had an opportunity of revenging 
r and his brother's death, and obtained a great deal of ſpoil: 

35 he exerted himſelf as his brother Judas had done, for 
ſrael, che protection of Gop's people, and the blefling of che 
5 ho- Lon p conſtantly attended him. | 
than, Alcimus 4, by the aid of Bacchides, had fully eſtabliſh- 

ed himſelf in the high-prieſt's office, and made ſeveral 


alterations for the corruption of the Jewiſh worſhip, 
® 2 Mace, ix. 23. + Ibid. 35. T Ibid 544 
| | ang 


Tas Hizroxy or JONATHAN, TAE BRoTHER | 


diſheartened. Bacchides prevailed every where; a fa- 
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476 DEME TRIUS'S:EXCESSES, 


and bringing it to reſemble the ſuperſtition of the hea. 2: Der 
then; at laſt he gave orders to pull down the wall Jonath 
which ſeparated the Jews from the Gentile converts ; cepted 
but whilſt it was doing, he was ſuddenly ſtruck 0 all the 
the palſy, and died in great torment; after his deceaſe, ciated 
the land of Iſrael enjoyed peace for two years. Soon W 
after the death of Alcimus, Demetrius, who had ſeized death a 
Syria, and ſlain Antiochus Eupator, was acknowledged many) 
king by the Romans. | moneat! 

Jonathan made uſe of the interval of peace, in re- Mattat 
ſtoring the government of the Jews, both in church of Jolec 
and- Rate, and repairing the walls and . fortifications the fam 
of Sion: this excited the envy of the adverſe party, better c 
who formed a plot which might have proved fatal to ly as he 

him, but that Divine PRovIDENCE interpoſed in The 

his preſervation. He *, and his brother Simon, had af- field, D. 
terwards great ſucceſs againſt Bacchides; who, grown Alexand 
Weary « of war, and tired of thoſe who had engaged him empire 
in it, put ſeveral of them to death, and concluded firing to 
peace with Jonathan r. he conſ 

Demetrius, after a few years, gave himſelf up en- ſolemniz 


tiely to luxury, and neglected publick affairs; this wedding 

diſguſted his ſubjects, and they raiſed a conſpiracy great reſ 
| againſt him. "Ptolemy Philometor, had taken offence Bl to be clot 
at ſome proceedings of Demetrius towards him, there- friends,: 
fore by way of revenge ſet up an uſurper, whoſe real I kingdom 
name was: Balas, but he pretended to be Alexander, the Min Judea, 


ſon of Antiochus Epiphanes: great numbers of people Theſs\ 
flocked to him. Demetrius t collected his forces with ral perſon 
8 all poſſible expedition, and Jonathan armed his troops. but the ki 


| Both parties courted. the friendſhip of Jonathan; but 5 
* I Mace. ix. 5% , T Ibid. 717. We 1 Macc. x. 2 * | 
| as 
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a. 2; Demetrius had been a bitter enemy to the Jews, | 
all Jonathan durſt not confide in him: he therefore ac- f 
$3 cepted Alexander's offers, and having the conſent of _ 

ith all the Jews, aſſumed. the high- prieſt's office, and offi- 

ſe, ciated at the feaſt of Tabernacles *. There had been a 

on vacancy in the prieſthood for ſeven years, from the 

zed death of Alcimus; but from this time it continued for 


ped many years in the family of the Maccabees, called Af- 
moneans, from Aſmoneus, the great grandfather of 


re- Mattathias. Whether the Maccabees were of the race 
irch of Joſedek, is uncertain, but they were undoubtedly of 
ions the family of Aaron; and as none appeared who had a 
rty, better claim, Jonathan had a right to the office, eſpecial-' 
1 to ly as he was choſen with the conſent of all the people. 
d in The contending kings of Syria having taken the 
d af- held, Demetrius was at length overpowered and ſlain +. 
own Alexander, having by this victory ſecured the whole 


him empire of Syria, ſent to Ptolemee t, king of Egypt, de- 
uded firing to have his daughter Cleopatra to wife, which 
he conſented to, and the marriage was accordingly 
den- folemnized. Jonathan || went by invitation * to the 
this wedding-feaſt, and was received by both kings with 
racy great reſpect, eſpecially by Alexander; who cauſed him 
Fence to be clothed in purple, enrolled amongſt the chief of his 
there- WW friends, and take place amongſt the firſt princes of his 
e real kingdom ; he conftituted him alſo general.of his forces 
x, the in Judea, and gave him a high office in his palace. | 
people Theſe extraordinary honours excited the envy of ſeve- : 
s with ral perſons, who brought accuſations againſt Jonathan; 


troops. ut the king rejected them all, and cauſed proclamation 
$1 but ; 1" LT x 


I Maccs x. 21. 'Þ 1 Macc. x. 50. 11 Macc, x. 
x. . 1-58. I Ibid. 59—66. 4 21 
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to be made, that no one ſhould preſume to ſpeak evil of and h 
him, and Jonathan returned into Judea. my, 1 
Alexander * having obtained quiet poſſeſſion of the ander 
Syrian throne, abandoned himſelf” to pleaſure, eaſe, to Jon 
and luxury, and left the care of his affairs to a favour. by the 
ite, named Ammonius. On which, Demetrius, the bon, a 
ſon of the late king, being now grown up to manhood, Ale) 
reſolved to attempt the recovery of the crown, and was meter | 
ſtore th 


joined by Apollonius, the governor of Cœlo- Syria. 
On this, Alexander took the field with his army, and Was ace 
called for the aſſiſtance of his father-in-law. Ptolemy. Upon 

Apolloniusf having embraced the party of Demetrius, round 
gathered a great army together, and encamped at Jam. and Al 
nia, from whence he ſent the following haughty meſ- hundrec 
ſage to Jonathan the high-prieſt. Thou t alone whom h 
lifteſt up thyſelf againſt us, and I am laughed to ſcorn Vas trea 
for thy ſake, and reproached, and why doſt thou vaunt Deme 
thy power againſt us in the mountains? Now there- this vict 
fore, if thou truſteſt in thine own ſtrength, come down er 


to us into the plain ſield, and there let us try the matter ly, and 
together; for with me is the power of the cities. Aſc, f anted 
and learn who I am, and the reſt that take our part, than, in 1 
and they ſhall tell thee, that thy foot is not able to but Dem 
ſtand before our face; for thy fathers. have been twice: den, and 
put to flight in their own land. Wherefore now thou tude, whi 
ſhalt not be able to abide the horſemen, and fo greata had alſo r 
power, in the plain, where is neither tone nor flint, nar Jedts, who 
any place toflee unto.” Jonathan immediatelymarchicd ag te 
5 W 0 


ont of Jeruſalem with ten thouſand men, took Joppa, 
and defeated Apollonius's army with a great ſlaughter; 
 # Joſephus's Antiquities... + Suppoſed by Prideaux to have bee 

governor of Cœlo-Syria, and à former adherent. to Demetrius, 

II Macc. x. 7073s 
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it of and having ſet fire to ſeveral « cities belonging to the ene- 
my, returned to Jeruſalem with their ſpoils. Alex- 
the ander hearing of this victory gained in his intereſt, ſent 
aſe, to Jonathan a buckle of gold, ſuch as were only worn 
our. by the royal family, and gave him alſo the city of Acca- 
the ron, and the territory belonging to it“. 
ood, Alexander having greatly offended Ptolemy Philo- 
. meter king of Egypt, he perſuaded the Syrians to re- 
yria. ſtore the kingdom to Demetrius, the true heir; who 
and was accordingly ſeated on the chrone of his anceſtors, 
. Upon this revolution, Alexander waſted the country 
rius, round Antioch with fire and ſword ; a battle enſued, | 
Jam- and Alexander being vanquiſhed, fled with only five 
mel. hundred horſe to Zabdiel, an Arabian prince with 
e whom he had entruſted the care of _ children ; here he 
from was treacherouſſy lain. 
EF" Demetrius ſucceeding i in Syria, in conſequence of 
3 this victory, called himſelf Ni ca rox, that is, the 
donn I 274797 f. At firſt he treated Jonathan very graciouſ- 
natter ly, and eftabliſhed him in the high-priefthood, and 
Aſk, granted him many privileges and immunities, Jona- 
part, than, in return, performed ſome great ſervices for him; 
bie to. but Demetrius was of a very oppreſſive, unjuſt diſpoſi- 
Wy tion, and behaved afterwards with ſhameful ingrati- 


tude, which alienated the Jews from his intereſt. t He 


R 


had alſo rendered himſelf hateful to the reſt of his ſub- 


reat'a, 

t, not jects, who revolted from him in fayour of young Antio- 
rched bus, the ſon of Alexander, called Theos, or the Di- 
opps, ine, who was placed upon, the throne, and Demetrius 


zhter; en away. 
OR. Jonathan being juſtly provoked by the ingratitude 
. f the late king, een of an invitation made him by 


* x Mace, Xe 8g, +. 1 Macc. xi. 6. þ Ibid. 53. 
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the new monarch ; on iel he was ebnkkmed! in the 
bigh- prieſt's office, allowed to wear the purple and the 


golden buckle, and to have place among the king's 
chief friends, with many other privileges. Jonathan 
and his brother Simon aſſiſted Antiochus againſt De. 
metrius, and alſo drove the heathen out of the fortreſs 


ENTS OO EET 


| JONATHAN: MAKETH A Laa WITH THE 


ROMANS. 


„* 


e 4; on | bis return to Is finding all quiet, 
ſent ambaſſadors to renew the league which the Ro- 
mans had made with Judas Maccabeus ; who were re- 
ceived by the ſenate with honour, and diſmiſſed with 
ſatisfaction: and they had likewiſe orders, i in their re- 
turn from Rome, to addreſs the. Lacedzmonians as 


brethren ;. and Jonathan wrote a letter, to aſſure them 
of their remembrance and interceſſion to God in their 


behalf. Jonathan very juſtly obſerved, in this letter, 


that « the Jews flood in no need of the friendſhip of 
other nations, having the holy books of ſcripture to 


comfort them, and help f from heaven, to ſuccour and de- 
liver them from their enemies ;* but his conduct in 


reſpect to making alliances with other nations, was in- 


conſiſtent with theſe expreſſions of confidence in the 
Loxp. The Lacedzmonians, as well as the Romans, 
were heathens, and as ſuch at enmity with Goo. 


During the abſence of his ambaſſadors, Jonathan and 


| bis brother Simon ſuppreſſed, in different parts of theland 
of Judah, the adverſaries of Antiochus; and at length 
obliged the heathens to abandon the fortreſs of Acra, 


in n which they had ſo long kept poſſeſſion of. 


| x Mace, l 42 | 1 Ibid. All. i. 
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'TRYPHON'S. TREACHERY, 


Tryphon , the: perſon who had been chiefly Shs 3 = 
mental in eſtabliſhing Antiochus on the throne, with a2 
view of aſſaſſinating him, and gaining it for himſelf, 
threw off the maſk ; but deſpairing of ever being able 
to perſuade Jonathan to join in his wieked plot, he re- 
ſolved to deſtroy him; and therefore marched towards 
judea with a great army, in order to get him into his 
power: but: Jonathan met him at Bethſan with forty 
thouſand men: this diſconcerted Tryphon's ſcheme; 
he therefore changed his meaſures, and proceeded with 
flattery and diſſimulation to conſult him about their 
common intereſt, and promiſing to reſign Ptolemais in- 
to his hands, | prevailed with him to diſmiſs all his 


troops excepting three thouſand men; two thouſand of 


which he inconſiderately ſent into Galilee, and with the 
remainder went with Tryphon to Ptolemais, expecting | 
to have the place delivered to him: but as ſoon as he 
and his company were got within the walls, the gates | 


were ſhut upon them, Jonathan made priſoner, and alt 


his men put to the ſword. Orders were then ſent*ts 
deſtroy thoſe-in Galilee alſo ; but they having timely 
notice of the fate of their brethren, reſolutely deter · 
mined to defend themſelves; which the enemy per- 
ceiving, marched off; and the Jewiſh troops returned 5 
ſafely to Jeruſalem, where great lamentations were 3 
made for the loſs of their governor. | 
The heathen nations, on the capture of ene 
renewed their hoſtilities againſt the Jews; upon which 
Simon went up to the Teniple, called the: people toge- A 


ther, and encouraged them, ſaying, Ve + yourſelves 


know, what great things I and my brethren, and my | : 


3 Mace. xii, 42 3 + T Mace. Ml. —. 
Veu, IV. „ 4 Ns e 
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| father's houſe have done for the laws, and the ſane- ſepulc 
tuary; the battles alſo, and troubles which we have monul 
ſeen, by reaſon whereof all my brethren are flain for which 
| Iſrael's ſake, and I am left alone. Now therefore be mothe 
it far from me, chat 1 ſhould ſpare mine own life in round 
any time of trouble: for I am no better than my bre. Jon: 
thren. Doubtleſs I will avenge my nation and ſanc- in the 
tuary, and our wives, and our children: for all the proſper 
heathen are gathered to deſtoy us, of very malice,” man of 
This noble ſpeech revived their drooping ſpirits, and was toc 
they immediately choſe him for their commander; and prieſt © 
under his conduct and direction, proceeded to the robe ar 
completion of the fortification which e had be- to his d 
gun at Jeruſalem *, . B . | diſtingy 
On Tryphon's e e to dads the: land, Simon honour: 
led forth a great army againſt him; on which the for- guilty. « 
mer not daring to engage, he endeavoured to deceive courting 
Simon alſo, by pretending that he had ſeized Jonathan a great: 
only betauſe he owed a large ſum of money to the time a f. 
kipg ; promiſing to ſet him at liberty, if his brother 0 of 
would ſend the money, and Jonathan's two ſons to be the Had. 
hoſtages for their father's fidelity. Simon perceived ing from 
that this was mere artiſice, but willing to do every had bee! 
thing in his power- to ſave his brother's life, he com- Would ha 
plied with the terms. Shortly after this the treache- FOR ly 
rous Tryphon put Jonathan to death, and then returned hiſtor les ( 
to. Antioch; and cauſed the young king to be aſſafi- have diſct 
nated; reporting that he died ſuddenly; then ſeizing bated Go 
the crown, declared himſelf king of Syria. heathens, 
When Simon heard of his brother's death, he ſent, liff cult o 


and fetched his bones, and buried them in the family esd, whe 


— Jn Jonathan 8 * the ſews built a temple in Egy pt. 
| -_— 


JONATHAN'S, CHARACT ER. 483 
ſepulchre at Modin, where he erected a very famous 


NC- 
ug monument of white marble to his memory z „ near 
for which he placed ſeven pyramids, two for his father and 
be mother, five for his. brothers, and one for: himſe!f, 
in round which he built a ſtately portico. : 
Yre- Jonathan's character as a warrior, cuts a nob'e figure 
nc- in the Jewiſh hiſtory ; he likewiſe laboured for the 
the proſperity of his country, and ſeems to have been a a 
ee man of good morals; but I think it appears, that he 
and was too fond of pomp and 'magnificence ; for as high- | 
and prieſt of the Jews, he ſhould have diſdained the purple 
the robe and the golden buckle, which ſo far from addin g | 
be⸗ to his dignity, debaſed him. The ſacred veſtment that 
diſtinguiſhed him as the miniſter of Gop, was the moſt-- 
mon honourable garment he could wear. He was certainly 
for- guilty of an error, as well as Judas Maccabeus, in 
-eive courting the friendſhip of the Romans; for as they were 
than 2 great and increaſing empire, and the Jews at that 
; the time a ſmall people, it appeared as if chey thought 


other 70 A engl ben themſelves in their ft1 engt b, and truſt to: 
to be the ſadow of Rome ;” which was inconſiderately fly-, 


eived ing from the ſtandard of the Lox Jerovan. If there 
every had been prophets at this time, I make no doubt they | 
com- would have been ſent to reprove Jonathan; ; or had he 
Ache properly attended to the written prophecies, and the 
be hiſtories of the kings of Iſrael and Judah, he would 4" 


have diſcovered that he ought. not 0 + love them that | 
bated Goo,” but at all events, to avoid mixing with, 
heathens. Jonathan' $ ſituation, to be ſure, was a very 
lificult one, and he was f ubject to human infirmities: 
Cop, who | permitted him to be deceived to his deſtruc- 


iſſafſi- 
eizing 


> ſent, 
famih 
Iſa. xxx. 2. / 2 Chron. xix. 2. 


ulchre Y-2 | tion, 


a SIMON DE SERTS TRYPHON. 
tion, is a God of infinite compaſſion : he alone, could 
I judge of the motives of Jonathan's actions, and what. 
ever faults were committed by him through miſtake, or 


want of information, were e 2 77215 * the 
divine e | | 


SIMON. SENDETH AMBASSADORS. ro Tn 
: ROMAN s. 
ne having uſurped the throne of Soria, ſent a 


| ſplendid embaſſy, with coſtly gifts to the Romans, in 
hopes they would acknowledge him king; but they 


eluded his expectations, by cauſing the name of Anti- 


ochus to be engraved on their preſent, as if it came 
from him. Simon * likewiſe ſent ambaſſadors, for the 
infatuation of ſending to the Romans, poſſeſſed his mind 
as it had his brother s before him. They were ho- 
nourably entertained; great concern was expreſſed for 
the death of Jonathan, and ſatis faction for the ſucceſſes 
of Simon. The former leagues were renewed, and 


being written on tables of braſs, were ſent to Jeruſalem. 


Thoſe alſo, with the Lacedzmonians, and other na- 
tions, were confirmed to the Jews. | 
All + the prieſts, elders, and people of the Job, met 
together i in a general aſſembly at Jeruſalem, when it 


was agreed; by unanimous conſent, to eſtabliſh the 


high prieſthood and ſupreme government of the nation 


on Simon and his deſcendants, by a publick act, in 


which were recited, the good deeds which had been 


wrought by Simon and his family: a copy of this the7 
cauuſed to be engraven on tables of brafs, and hung up 
5 in the ſanctuary; the original was depolited in the 


* 2 Mace. xiv. 20. + Ibid 35- 
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| SIMON'S SOVEREIGNTY ESTABLISHED. 485 


treaſury of the Temple, and from that time simon | 
took upon him the ſtile, ſtate, and authority of prince, | 
as well as high prieſt. . Deſirous of being acknowledged 
as ſuch by the Romans, he ſent ambaſſadors to renew 
the league with them, and alſo a preſent of a golden 


ſhield, of the value of fifty thouſand pounds of our 


money: both the embaſſy and preſent were cordially : 
received, and the ſenate cauſed letters to be written to 
the different ſtates who were then dependent on them, 5 
ſtiling the Jews their friends, and commanding that 7 
none ſhould injure or moleſt them, nor. n any 
fugitives or traitors of that nation. 


Thus did the people of Gop ſubmit 5 be | Pietded WEE 


the Romans, as if the ſvield of the SALVATION of the 
LORD had been .inſufficient-for them! © 
Simon had ſufficient cauſe to deſert Tryphon, . 3 85 
fore ſent ambaſſadors to treat for peace and alliance 
with Demetrius, preſenting him with a golden crown, 
as a token of ſubmiſſion to his government. Demetrius 
readily granted a confirmation of the prieſthood to Shs -- 
mon, with a releaſe of all taxes, tolls, and tributes ; "Ka 
and an act of oblivion of all paſt hoſtilities, on condition 5 
of his joining with him againſt Tryphon ; all this 
was cordially agreed to by the Jews, and Simon de- 
clared ſovereign prince of the ru nation, and the 
land freed from all foreign tyranny... 5 
Simon, finding his ſon John (afterwards called 1 
canus) to be a very valiant man, made him general of 


all the forces in Judea, and ſent him to live in We gs 


Where his preſence was moſt neceſſary. 


Demetrius was taken priſoner in a war with the Pa- Te 


thians, and cartied into Parthia, where he married the 
| Y 3 ORs i 


1485 TRYPHON'S DEATH. 
king's daughter, which fo enraged his queen, that fhe 


ſent to his brother Antiochns, who was in Crete, and 


offered to marry him if he would join his intereſt with 


her's 2gainſt Tryphon ; 3 this offer he readily accepted: 

before he landed, he ſent a letter to Simon, offering to 
confirm alt the privileges which the Jews at that time 
enjoyed, and to honour the Temple. Simon, as a procf 
of his friendly diſpoſition, ſent him men, arms, and 


money, to afliſt him in carrying on his war; but the 


perfidious king broke through all his promiſes, rejected 
his offers, and ſent Athenobius, his friend, into Judea, 
as ambaſſador, to demand Joppa, and Gazara, and tlie 


fort at Jeruſalem ; or inſtead of them, a thouſand ta. 
Tents of ſilver: theſe conditions were too unreaſonable? 


to be complied with; but to preſerve peace, Simon 
offered to give an hundred talents. Athenobius, en- 
raged at his refuſal, made no reply, but haftened back 
to report what he had heard and ſeen. He told the 
king, that Simon lived in a ſtyle of the utmoſt magnif- 
cence, and that he abſolutely refuſed to comply with 
his demands. ' Antischus now conſidered Simon as a 
rival, and was jealous of his power; he therefore re- 
ſolved to humble him, and having made Cenebeus, one 
of his nobles, captain and governor of the ſea- ports of 


"Paleſtine, ſent him with one part of his army againt 


Simon, and with the other, he himſelf purſued Try- 


b phon, who continued to fly from place to place, tillat 


. 4aft he was overtaken and Put to death. 

Cenebe us i in the mean time marched i into Judea, and 
n to kill and plunder the Jews; Simon being in- 
med of of me hoſtilities, 85 called * for his two eldel 
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SIMON ASSASSINATED. 47 
bons, Judas and John, and ſaid unto them, I and my 


brethren, and my father's houſe, have ever from our | 
youth. unto-this day fought againſt, the enemies of Iſ- 


 rael, and things have proſpered ſo well in our hands, 


that we have delivered Iſrael. oftentimes. But now I 


am old, and ye, by God's mercy, are of 4 ſufficient 


age: be ye in ſtead of me, and my brother, and go 


and fight _ our nation, and the help from heaven be 


with you.“ A choſen armr, conſiſting of twenty thou- 
ſand valiant men, with a proportionable number of 
horſe, were aſſembled, and they marched to meet the ad- 
verſary, and ſoon came in fight of the formidable hoſt ; 
an engagement followed, in which Cenebeus loſt two 
thouſand men, the reſt fled to their ſtron g-holds. The 5 
two brothers having driven the Syrians e returned 
in triumph to Jeruſalem. Ty - 
Antiochus Sidetes, after vanquiſhing Tryphon; a 
deſtroying his faction, ſettled all things upon the ſame 
footing as they were before theſe diſturbances began. : 


About “a year after the war with Antiochus, Sink TH 
making a circuit through the cities of Judah, to ſee 
that all things were properly regulated, came to Jeri- 


cho, accompanied by his two ſons, Mattathias and Ju- 
das. Ptolemy, the ſon of Abubus, who had married 
one of his daughters, was governor of the place, they 
there fore took up their reſidence with him; but he was 
a very wicked ambitious man, and had formed.a ſcheme : 
to get the government of Judea for himſelf: in order 
to accompliſh. it, he made a ſ umptuous entertainment, 
under the pretence of honouring his gueſts ; but whils 
they were rejoicing in his apparent hoſpiiality, 7 
| * 2 Macc. xvi. 14. : 


3 | cauſed 


- SIMON'S EULOGIUM. 
- cauſed them to be aſſaſſinated. Ptolemy made i 1mme. 


| neſs, neither was there any that reſiſted him. Then 
Aid they till their ground in peace, and the earth gave 
5 * agel, and the trees of the field cheir fruit. The 


an 

0 diate application to the king of Syria, promiſing that of 
he would deliver Judea into his hands, if he would an 
furniſh him with an army; he alſo ſent to Gazara, and cit. 
Oe” offered great rewards to thoſe who would kill John, his 
| and diſpatched others to take poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem. the 
Juohn was apprized of Ptolemy? 8. proceedings, and put Joi. 

- thoſe to death Who attempted to deſtroy him: he then vin 

5 haſtened to ſecure the holy City and Temple, and uſed nei 
every meaſure to ſecure the ſafety and peace of the peo the: 
ple. Ptolemy fmding his plot defeated, fled to Philadel. tho 

_ © phaa, till ſuch time as the army from Antiochus ſhould peo 
; arrive; what became of him afterwards, is uncertain. out, 
There were great lamentations in Judea, on account ſon, 

of the death of Simon, who was univerſally . beloved; for mul 

he was a man of piety, bravery, honour, and humanity, nobl 
and a great benefactor to his country. The author of peo 

| the Book of Maccabees, has given us his*eulogium, as fort 
follows: As = for the land of Judea, that was quiet not 

all the days of Simon: for he ſought the good-of his Kon 

DE. nation, in ſuch wiſe, as that evermore his authority and IEC0) 
honour pleaſed them well. And as Re was honourable mon: 
An all his acts, ſo i in this, that he took Joppe for an ha- the p 
ven; and made an entrance to the iſles of the ſea, and whol, 

_ enlarged the bounds of his nation, and recovered the Pract 
_- <cuntry» | And gathered together a great number of T, 
captives, and hid the dominion of Gazara and Bethſura, 1 


and the tower, out of the which he took all unclean- 
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| 81M O Ns. BULOGIUM: 489 
ancient men ſat all in the ſtreets communing together 21 
| of good things, and the young men put on glorious |. 
and warlike apparel. He provided victuals for the 
Cities, and ſet! in them all manner of munition, ſo that 


his honourable name was renowned unto the. ead of 5 
the world. He made peace in the land, and Iſrael „ 


joiced with great joy: for every man fat under his 


vine, and h's fig-tree, and: there was none to fray them: 


neither was there any left in the land to fight againſt 
them : yea, the kings themſelves were overthrown. in 


thoſe days, Moreoyer, he ſtrengthened all thoſe of his 


people that were brought low: the law he ſearched: 


out, and every .conte mner of the law, and wicked per- 
fon, he tek away. He beautified the Sanctuary, and 


multiplied the veſſels of the Femple.” Theſe: were 
noble acts, and deſerved 7. g gained him the eſteem of the 


people; but I am per ſuaded, the advantages he procured 15 
for them. would have been. more permanent, if he had 
not put them as he did, under the protection of the 


Romans ;, for having by the aid of the Lok D once more 
recovered: the land of Judah from ſubjeRion to earthly 


' monarchs, © their * [trengih was to fit fill, Y and truſt to 
the protection: of. their heavenly, King; bendi ing their 


whole attention to the preſervation of their law, the: 
Practice of mora! Vrkues, and holineſs to the Logo... 55S 


Taz Govenrmunt or JOHN. HYRCANUS.. 4s 


Antiochus being informed of the death of Simon, 


beſieged Judea, and the inhabitants were on the point 


of periſhing with famine. Hyrcanus Was e 


obliged to mike a ditadvantageous treaty ; in a hg, 
tune e after, Antiochus and his whole "yy were cut 


* Tla. XE. Jo.” | cl 


| 
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490 DEMETRIUS SLAIN. 
in one night by the Parthians, whoſe country they in. 
. rebelled; Alexander Zabina pretending to be the ſon 


of Alexander Balas, laid claim to the crown, and de- 
feated him, on which Demetrius fled to Ptolemais, 


5 kingdom, while Cleopatra governed the reſt ; but 
z ſhortly after, Seleucus, who was the eldeſt ſon of Deme- 


flain by the cruel hands of his own mother, after he had 
with the aſſiſtance of Ptolemy Phyſcon, king of Egypt, 


ſteal a heathen idol for the ſake of the gold, drove him 
away, and after wandering 4 from place to place, he was 
at length Put to death. Antiochus Grypus, being 
ſelf the authority, as well as name of king: this his 
cap of poiſon, and offered it to him, when he came 


the life. of this wicked woman. | Grypus having ſet- 
tled his affairs in peace and ſecurity, * ſeveral 


A 


vaded. Demetrius then recovered the kingdom, bat 
fill perſiſting in his tyranny and vices, his ſubje&s ſoon 


where his wife Cleopatra then reſided ; but ſhe ordered 
the gates to be ſhut againſt him, and he fell into 
the hands of his enemies, who firſt made him priſoner, 
and then put him to death. Zabina by this means aſ- 
cended the throne, and reigned over one part of the 


trius, by this queen, reſumed the kingdom, and was 


reigned. one year. Antiochus Grypus, his brother, a 
very young prince, was then placed on the throne ; he, 


vanquiſhed. Zabina, who ſhut himſelf up in Antioch; 
but the inhabitants being informed that he intended to 


grown to years of maturity, began to take upon him- 


mother would not ſubmit to, ſhe therefore prepared a 


in hot from hunting; but being apprized of her deſign, 
he obliged her to drink it herſelf, and ſo put an end to 


* without any diſturbance, , 
R 55 Pane 
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HYRCANUS BECOMES INDEPENDENT. 49L 


During theſe diviſions, Hyrcands ſhook off the Syrian 
War greatly enlarged his dominions, and made him- 
ſelf wholly independent. He ſubdued Shechem, the 
chief ſeat of the ſect of the Samaritans, and deſtroyed 


their Temple, which Sanballat had built. He alſo con- 


quered the Idumeafis, and obliged them all to embrace | 


the Jewiſh religion; and from that time they were in- 
corporated into the Jewiſſ church, and at length loſt 


the name of Idumeans or- ny and were called 

Messing ſent anbattidone: to Mania to renew the = 
league which Simon his father had made with the 
ſenate, and at the ſame time to complain of the op- 


preflive behaviour of the Syrian kings. Upon which 


the ſenate decreed, that all the places which had. been 
taken from them ſhould be reſtored; reparation made, 


and that the Syrian kings ſhould have no right to march _ 


their armies through the Jewiſh territories. Ambaſſa- 
dors were ſent from Rome, to ſee this decres put in | 


executions e s 441 Dil 2 


The behaviour of the: Pinngbibsi; in FRES ene Was 


very honourable, and any other nation might have 
gloried in their protection and interpoſition; but when 


we conſider the Jews as the. peculiar people of God, 


they fink. in our eſteem. fori thus TY themſelves 
.to.heathengoj:. to 4.154 2 i (124 


Hyrcanus being much a in ns <abbr. = 
ſent his two ſons, Ariſtobulus and Antigonus, to- be- 
ſiege Samaria; which, after a vigorous ſiege they took, 
and entirely deſtroyed; and even cauſed trenches t6 be 
dug every way acroſs it, ſo that it might never be re- 
built. This was not done out of hatred to the ſect of | 
THe Y 6. | | the 


497 HYRCANUS'S_ 58A 1 U. 


Fo the lating; for none of Wem dwelt here Alexander 
the great having expelled them (as you formerly read). 
n acknowledgment: of the friendſhip of the Romans, 


cup and ſhield of immenſe value, upon which they if. 
2, faed/another decree to ratify and: cbnfirm the former. 

After the conqueſt of Samaria, Hyrcanus became 

Auer vg all Judea, Galilee, and ſeveral other places 


eſt princes of the age in which he lived: none of the 
neighbouring princes dared to moleſt him; but the lat- 
ter end of his reign was diſturbed by internal commo- 


not ſhield him. 
I hate already informed. yon, alter: che 8 were di- 
£ vided i into two ſects, called Phariſees and Sadducees, 
i Phariſees, by their extraordinary ſtrictneſs in re- 
Hgion had gained to themſelves great reputation among 
the common people, and for this reaſon Hyrcanus en- 
dieavoured to obtain their eſteem ; ; having therefore one 
Fn day i invited ſeveral principal men among rhem to a fe. 
' . - ave entertainment; he aſked their opinion of his con- 


excepting from one man, who treated him 'in a very 

cotrtemptuons manner, which greatly offended Hyrca- 

nus. Jonathan, an intimate friend of his, but a zeal- 

: ons Sadducee, taking advantage of this, prejudiced him 

' -againſt the whole ſect of the Phariſees, 10 hem he 
from that time became a bitter enemy. 

Fyrcanus died the next year after theſe anc, 

and having had the adminiſtration of public affairs both 


- high- 


| Shea ſent the next year ambaſſadors with. a golden 


in the country round about, and was one of the great- 


85 tions in his Es from MO __ N e could 


duct, and received an anſwer of general approbation, 
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high-prieflhood 1 eee his eldeſt ſon, Jo W | 


Ariſtobulus. 


John Hyrcanus Was an e res governor, yrs com- 0 
3 and Iſrael was in a very flouriſhing: ſtate during 755 
his adminiſtration ; ; but ſtill they were in ob/cxriry, when 
confidered as the peculiar people of God... They were 

indeed victorious and ſucceſsful over their enemies, for 
the Lox D was Nil merciful to them in remembrance of | 


his promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, . and his 


faithful ſervant David, and therefore would not ſuffer 


the heathen to diſpoſſeſs them; but his mercy was ex- 


erciſed only in the ordinary diſpenſations of providence, | 


and therefore we cannot wonder that they were: diſtreſſ- 


eld in thoſe inſtances, in which they could not have been | 


relieved without a miraculous interpoſition in theix favour. 


In the reign of Hyreanus, Jeſus the ſon of Sirach, a2 | 
' Jew of Jeruſalem „going into Egypt and ſettling there, 


tranſlated out of Hebrew into Greek, for the uſe of the 
Heleniſtical Jews, the book of Jeſus his grandfather, 


which 1s the ſame we have i in our bibles. under the title | 
of Ecclefa afticus. . The antients call it the træaſury of all 
virtue, ſuppoſing it to contain maxims leading to every 


virtue. It was originally written in Hebrew, ahout the 


time that Onias, the ſecond of that Ame, was high- | 
prieſt at Jeruſalem.  _; 5 
Hyrcanus left five ſons: Ariftobulus, 3 and 
Alexander, were the three firit ; the name of the fourth is 
unknown; but. the fiſth we are told Was called Abſalom. 


| JUDAS ARISTOBULUS MADE PrrNce aun f 


Hi on- PRIEST or THE IE WS. | 


| | Ariftobutus ſucceeded” his father. He put a royal 2 
diadem on his head, and aſſumed the title of king ; 


"494 DEATH OF ARISTOB ULUS. 
this he had no right to do, as he was not of the lineage 
of David : but he paid no regard to the nature of the 
| Jewiſh conſtitution, for he was a man of a moſt imperi- 
ous, ambitious, and cruel temper. He caſt his own 
mother into priſen, and ſtarved her to death; and 
cauſed his favourite brother to be executed, on an un- 
jaſt ſuſpicion; bur no ſooner was the laſt fact commit- 
ted, than he ſeverely repented, and his conſcience felt 
the bittereſt pangs of remorſe for all his cruel deeds, 
He had for fore time been afflicted with a diſtemper, 
which was now increaſed by the agitation of his fpirits, 
and he expired in great agonies of body and horror of 
mind, having reigned only one year. 1 85 
Taye royal diadem brought neither honour nor 5157 
iet to this miſerable monarch, who maſt have been, 
from the time he- firſt aſſumed it, a prey to the moſt 
| tormenting paſſions, and totally unfit for the duties af 
the high-prieſthood. | 
_ Whilft the people depends d on the aid and protee- 
tion of Gop alone, the high-prieft might govern in ci- 
vil as well as in facred affairs, till it ſhould pleaſe tire 
Fox p to raiſe: them up a king of David's line; but 
they could have no right themſelves. to transfer the 
crown and title to another family, without a divine 
commiſſion. The prophecies gave them reaſon to ex- 
pect a. ſon of David as a future king of the Jews ; ; and 
though the nature of his kingdom was not: at that time 
perfectly underſtood, yet it was their duty to wait and 
ſee what the Logp would bring forth; and as Gap 
4 bad * removed the diadem, and taken off the crown. 
Har 1 the houſe of Judas, 7 thoſe were Vunpen, WhO pre- 


4. * Teel. . 26. 1 
. ſumed 


1. 


A GRE A T M S ERP 
ſamed to take it, © an He fould come whe right 3 1 


was,” 


ALEXANDER JANES MADE Kine or THE 
| JEWS. 


As fon 25 Ariſtobulus was dead, Goth his widow, 2 c 


ſet at liberty his three brothers whom he had impriſon- 
ed; and Alexander the eldeſt, ſ urnamed Janæus took the 


kingdom. At this time the government of Syria was 


divided between Antiochas Grypus, and his brother 


Antiochus Cyzicenus, who harraſſed each other with 
continual wars; of which advantage being taken by 
Tyre, Sidon and other parts of the empire, they aſſumed 
their liberty, and tyrants took poſſeſſion of them. 

After Alexander had ſettled his affairs at home, he 
attacked ſome of theſe places, and dealt very deceitful- 


ly with Lathymus the heir to the crown of Egypt, who 
came to their afliftance ; on which a bloody battle en- 


ſued, wherein Alexander's army was totally defeated, 


and he loſt thirty thouſand men; and muſt have been 
entirely undone, had not Cleopatra . of ape 
come to his aſſiſtance. 


When Alexander returned to Jeruſilem, hay went at 
the feaſt of tabernacles, to officiate in the Temple as 
high-prieſt ; where he had great indignity offered to 
him by the people, who called him reproachful names, 
and pelted him with citrons. They were inftigated to 

this by the Phariſees, - who bore him an inveterate ha- 
tred: enraged by theſe inſults, Alexander took inſtant 


revenge, by killing ſix thoufand of them: from this 
time he chaſe his guards out of the heathen nations, 
never daring to truil himſelf with Jews. At laſt 


there broke out a civil war between him and his peo- 


BY 


+; DEATH. OF. ALEXANDER. 


en Which continued about fix years, and occaſioned 
the death of fifty thouſand perſons; a decifive battle 
Was fought, and Alexander conquered them. He 


55 exerciſed the moſt horrid barbarities, by which. he ſo 


_ - terrified the whole party, that hay 12 m no far- 
5 mer diſturbance. © - 

a After theſe civil wars were OE hs habe contentions 

with neighbouring kings: but at the end of three years 

returned to Jeruſalem, and was well received by his 

ſubjects: ſoon after this he died of a diſeaſe, which was 

at firſt brought o on LF exceſſive drinking, | 


Tas R EIO or A LE XAN DRA Quzes on 
Fa JYDEBA. 
F by is will, appointed that the 3 
. ſhould deſcend to his royal conſort Alexandra, 
"who made hereldeſt fon Hyrcanus high-prieſt, but the ad- 
. miniſtration was entirely in the power of the Phariſees. 
They immediately revoked the decree which John Hyr- 
canus had made againſt their traditional conſtitutions, 
and put many of the Sadducees to death, by the queen's. 
leave, for the dreaded a freſh. civil war. The late 
king s friends ſeeing no end to theſe perſecutions, went 
zn a body with the queen's:youngeſt ſon Ariftobulus at 
| their head, to remonſtrate againſt theſe proceedin gs; re- 
Aueſting, that if they could have no other defence, they 
might be placed in the different garriſons of the king- 
dom, out of the reach of their enemies. To this the 
. queen readily conſented, for ſhe heartily commiſerated 


| heir caſe3 but this was the utmoſt the could do for 


them. The Jews were threatened with a powerful in 


55 union by che king of Armenia, but ſent ambaſla- 
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DEATH. or ALEXANDRA. 0 


In 4 ſhort time. after queen Alexandra fell kick and : 
died, 'being then ſeventy- three years old. She was a2 


princeſs of great wiſdom and diſcretion, and, if he 


had not inclined too much. to the Phariſees, no excep- 5 I 


tions could have been made to her government. 


Taz Reon or ARISTOBULUS K1nG'or JUDEA: 8 
When Alexandra made Hyrcanus high-prieſt, the left | 


Ariſtobulus, his younger brother, to lead a private life : 


this by no means ſuited his aſpiring temper; as ſoon, 
therefore, as his mother was paſt all hopes of recovery, 
he uſed meaſures to obtain the ſupreme authority, and 
Hyrcanus was obliged to ſubmit to him. He re- 
tired to live upon his priyate fortune, but was after- 
wards prevailed on, by one of his adherents, to attempt 


the recovery. of the kingdom; and he ſought the aſ- 


ſiltance of Aretas, king of Arabia, Who ſupplied him 
with an army; ; which being joined by the Jews, * . 


nus gained a complete victory. 


In the mean time the Roman empire ſpread he and 
near. Pompey, a famous general, had lately reduced 


Syria to the form of a, Roman province; and Scaurus, 


one of his lieutenants, being ſent with an army as far 8 
as Damaſcus, Ariſtobulus geined him on his ſide by the 
payment of a large ſum of money; Scaurus threatened STE. 
Aretas with the Roman arms in caſe he did not retire, IT 


which obliged him to raiſe the ſiege and retreat. of 


Not long after Pompey himſelf came to Damaſcus, 
where he was attended by ambaſſadors from ſeveral na- 
tions, and among the reſt from Hyrcanus and Ariſto- | 
bulus. Pompey ordered the brothers to appear before 
him ; they accordingly attended, and many Jews came 
alſo to remonſtrate againſt both; alledging, that b þ 
7 2 


. . 
© . 
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498 THE SANCTUARY VIOLATED. 

| had changed: the old, and introduced a new form of go- 
verñent; defiring that they might not have a king, 
but that juftice might be adminiſtered hy the high- 
prieſt apreeably to the law of Goo. 


Pompey having heard all parties, ſaw the injuſtice 
of Ariftobulus, but left the determination, of the affair 


till he could go to Judea. Ariſtobulus immediately 


| armed i in his defence, and when Pompey arrived he 
found him ſhut up in a firong fortreſs. Pompey was 
not long before he marched againft him, .and laid fiege 
to Jeruſalem. Ariſtobulus then, by the promiſe of a 
large ſum of money, prevailed. on him to retire ; but 
failing in the payment, exaſperated Pompey, who 


marched forward, and was received into Jeruſalem by 


Hyrcan us's part /; here he met with reſiſtance from the 
other faction, and there was great confuſion in the city; 
in three months time Pompey prevailed, and put the 
principal incendiaries of the war to death. 
Before he left Jeruſalem, he, with ſeverat other chief 
| offers, went into the Temple, and cauſed the moſt 
ſacred parts of it, even the moſt holy place to be open- 
ed. He viſited the treaſuries alſo, but left them un- 
touched; he thought it however adviſeable to deſtroy 
the walls of Jeruſalem, and though he reſtored Hyr- 
canus to the high-prieſthood, yet he deprived him of 
all the new conqueſts of his predeceſſors, would not 
| permit him to wear a diadem, and obliged him to 
pay an annual tribute to the Romans. Pompey had 
hitherto gained great honour, and met with wonderful 
ſucceſs; but after this, he ſunk in his character, and 
in his power, which is attributed by e hiſtorians, 
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Tus JEWISH GOVERNMEN T CHANGED. 


Alexander, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, attempted to re- 
cover the kingdom of Judea. Hyrcanus being too 
weak to take the field againſt him, would have fortified | 
Jeruſalem by rebuilding the walls, but this the treaty 
with the Romans forbid ; he was therefore obliged to 
ſend to them for forces, upon which Gabinius, who 


was then the Roman governor of Syria, came to his re- 


lief; Alexander ſubmitted, and Hyrcanus was con- 


firmed in the high-prieſthood; but the civil adminiſtra- 


tion was taken from the Sanhedrim, the land divided | 
into five provinces, and courts: of juſtice appointed 


over each of them; and from this time, inſtead of the 


Prince, the ſupreme authority was inveſted in the Nobles. 
Gabinius was a very wicked man, and exerciſed great 
extortion and oppreſſion; he was ſoon removed from 
his government, and ſent into exils, where he lived in 
a ſtate. of poverty for ſome years. e h 
Craſſus ſucceeded him; he was s very eager to ac- 
quire wealth, and hearing that there were great trea- 
ſures in the Temple at Jeruſalem, marched his army 
thither to ſeize them, and ranſacked it of every thing 


he thought-worth taking. He then made an unjuſt 


war againſt the king of Parthia, in which he was ſlain. 
It is faid, that when the king of Parthia received the 


head of Craſſus, he cauſed melted gold to be poured 


down his throat, by _ of amr for his greedy de- 
fire of riches. 

Calphurnius Bibulus bad Syria aſſigned to him, 5 
nothing remarkable happened to the Jews during his 


87 He WAS taken priſoner by ee but made his eſcape. : 
government; 


\ 


% 


os jolius CAESAR” 8 DEATH, 


government; he raturted; 30 a8 the v war was breaking 
out between Cæſar and Pompey. 


It is very affecting, as well as e to reid the 


biker of this conteſt, but it is ſoreign to our preſent 
ſubject; I ſhall therefore only tell you, — ' Powpey 


was ſlain, and Cæſar triumphant. 4 | 
12 a6 M he Jews were very ſerviceable to Ceſar i in 1 Egypt, 


on which account he confirmed all the privileges that 
had been granted them i in that country; and ordered a 
poaillar to be erected, in which wy were _— with 
His decree 1 in favour of them. 
From Egypt, Cæſar paſſed i into niet 1 he was 


2 addrefled by Antigonus, the ſon of the late king Ari. 


ſtobulus, with complaints againſt Hyrcanus and Anti- 
pater; but Antipater, Who was then with Cæſar, 


pPleaded their cauſe fo well, that Cæſar, inſtead of re- 


iſtoring Antigonus, made a decree that Hyrcanus ſhould 


; Sold the office of -high-prieſt, and the principality of 


Judea in perpetual ſucoeſſion, and that Antipater ſhould 
be the procurator of Jadea under him. This Anti- 


Pater, ho was a man of great wiſdom and powerful 


intereſt, had two ſons, Phaſael and Herod; to the for- 
; mer, he gave the government of the country about Jeru- 
lem; ; to the latter, that of Galilee. Phaſael behaved 
| himſelf well, but Herod was of a very violent temper. 


Julius Oæſar returned to Rome after the death of 


_ en great! honours were decreed him, but a conſpi- 
racy Was formed againſt him, and he was treacheroully 


murdered. He had lately given permiſſion to Hyrcanus to 
| tebuildthewallsof Jeruſalem, and during his life cle en 


8 Were 1h in dr; honour and Reeds Romans. 
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ANTIPATER' 8 DEATH. 50 Þ 


| Antipater was poiſoned ata banquet by Hyreanus 3 


king | butler, at the inſtigation of Malicus, who was next in 
. power to him; his ſons would have revenged his death, = 
but that there. was a treaty of marriage. on foot between 5 
opey Herod and Mariamne, the high-prieſt's grand-daugh- 

ter, which ſaited his ambitious views, as the Jews ; 
ww; es greatly attached to the Aſmonean family. 5 
hes © Antigonus, the ſon- of Ariſtobulus, made another 
KAR attempt to recover the kingdom ; and ſo far ſucceeded, 
Lent that Hyrcanus and Phaſael were taken and put Wo” 
| chains, and- Antigonus took poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem. 
Fs Here he was beſieged by Herod, aſſiſted by a Roman DG. 
. army; the city held out ſeveral months with a great 
"IM deil of reſolution, but was at length obliged to ſur- 
deal, render. Antigonus ſubmitted, and was led in chains 


to Rome, and Herod took the kingdom; but not 


of re-- 

ſhould thinking himſelf ſecure whilſt any of the royal family 
ity of ere alive, he prevailed on the Romans to put Anti- N 
ſnould gonus to death as. a common criminal. With him 


Anti- ended the ſovereignty of the famous Aſmonean family, 4 
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Tur Rr or HEROD THE GREAT. 


of Judea through a great deal of blood, ſo he found it 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh himſelf in it by the ſame means, 
and he put numbers to death. Hyrcanus continued a 
priſoner at Seleucia, in Babylonia; but was at length 
ſet at liberty, and was allowed to reſide at Babylon, 


anus to 
he Jews 
mans. 


the reverence and reſpect due to their high; prieſt, ww 
and the honour due to a- king; 3 but he longed to re- 
turn to his native country. Herod was equally de- 
£2, to get him 1 into his power, therefore enk him 
with 


ntipater 


As Herod was obliged to make his way to the throne SH 


at which place were many Jews, who treated him with hy 


— 


502. DEATH OF HYRCANUS., 


| with flattering promiſes, and. ſent an embaſſy to ſolieit of h 
leave for him to return; which the Parthian monarch. Bag 

| granted, and the unfortunate old prince was for ſome time * 
treated by Herod with apparent kindneſs and reſpecd. quer 

| Duria g the wars which were carried on between Cz. the x 

| far Octavi ius, and Mare Antony, (of which you will with 
read a full account in the Roman Hiſtory) Herod con- ſtifle 
tinued a ſteadfaſt friend to Antony; but finding he was | idea 
in a deſperate ſituation, and that he would not hearken FILA 
to his advice, Herod reſolved to make his peace with lence 
Cæſar. He had reaſon to apprehend, that the conqueror was 1 
would reſtore Hyrcanus, who had once reigned under death 
the protection of the Romans; therefore, to — 51 this, more 
he cauſed him to be put to death, after he had paſſed the and ſ 
eightieth year of his life, under pretence of his holding Cz 

a tr caſonable correſpondence with the king of Arabia. returi 
Joſephus tells us, that Hyrcanus was a man of emi- of Av 
nent candour, juſtice, and moderation; but a lover of aboye 
his eaſe, and ſo conſcious to himſelf of his own inſuf. was af 
_  ficiency for the offices of publick adminiſtration, that Her 
- "HE, uſually intruſted them to other hands, by which party, 
; means Antipater and Herod made their fortunes. | therefo 
Herod having obtained an audience of Cæſar, as he antient 
entered his preſence, laid aſide his diadem ; he expreſſed one wh 
himſelf with ſo much intrepidity, that Cæſar, pleaſed other C 
with his ſpirit, cauſed him to put on his diadem again, and it | 
accepted of his friendſhip, and confirmed him 1n the all the. 
kingdom of Judea; upon which he made very large palace 
and. magnificent preſents to. Cæſar, and all his friends, one in h 
and from that time had more of his favour than any the emp 
other tributary prince of the Roman empire. Heroc 
Pleaſed with his ſucceſs, he returned to Judea; ; but Neople n 
ad mad 


on his arrival, found a e to his } Joy in the troubles 
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of his own family; which were repeated, till at length 
he cauſed his beloved wife Mariamne, to be put to 
death in the fury of jealouſy. 
quenched with her blood, his love for her revived ; and 
the conſideration of what he had done, fiiled his mind 75 
with agonies of remorſe. Theſe he endeavoured to 
ſtifle with feaſtings and Jiverligns, but all in vain; the 
idea of Mariamne was for ever preſent, and he was 
ſometimes in a ſtate of diſtraQion. Soon after, a peſti- 
lence happened, which carried off great numbers: this 
was regarded as a judgment from Go, for the queen's 
death. Herod, from this time was obſerved to act with 
more rigour and cruelty than he had ever done before, 
and ſo continued to do to the end of his life. ; 
Cæſar Octaviue, after the death of Mare Antony, 
returned to Rome in great triumph, and had the name | 
of AvGusTus given to him; which ſignified ſomething - 
above human, ſacred and venerable, and by this he 
was aſterwards called. | | 
Herod having cut off all the Aſmonean family and 
party, thought himſelf ſecure in his kingdom; he 
therefore ventured to deviate i in many things from the 
antient Jewiſh cuſtoms, He built two ſtately cities, 
one where Samaria formerly ſtood, called Sebaſte; the 
other Cæſarea: on the latter he expended. vaſt ſums,, 
and it became the ſafeſt and moſt convenient port in 
all the coaſt of Phcenicia ; he. alſo built a magnificent | 
palace for himſelf, in which were two apartments; 
one in honour of Auguſtus, and the other of ASriPPas, 
the emperor 5 chief favourite. N 
Herod having finiſhed his buildings, * finding 1 55 
people much offended becauſe of the many 8 he 
ad made | upon | their laws, i in order to recover theit good 


opi nion Fo 


When Herod's rage was 


* THE TEMPLE RESTORED. 


opinion : and make them ſome amends, formed a deſign 
for rebuilding the Temple, which by length of time 
(having now ſtood five hundred years) and i injury from 
. enemies, was in a very decayed and ruinous condition. 
th two years he got together all /proper materials, 
when he pulled down the old Temple to the very foun- 
dation, to make room for the new one, Which in nine 
years and a half was ſo far finiſhed as to. be fit for di. 
vine ſervice; though to complete it, workmen were 
l for many years afterwards. Thus did He. 
rod, though he knew it not, make preparations for the 
| reception of the true King of the Jews, whoſe preſence | 
Was to glorify this Temple; which might ſtill be called 
the fecond, becauſe that was not taken away, nor ſuffer. 
_ ed to lay waſte, but only renewed and LINE from the 
Seba ten 0 7 8 

<2Whilt theſe ting in IAG: "RY. 
Tbs ſubdued all nations, 'and the temple of Janus was 
ſhut at Rome. In times of war, the cuſtom was to 
Have its gates open, but ſhut in peace ; and it was 
- now the fifth time ſinee the building of that city, that 
it had been ſhut, which was in the twenty-ſixth year of 
me reign of Avguervs, and the thirty-third of He. 
RoD's, when a general peace prevailed for ele years 
ce all over the world. © 

+ Daring this period Gov ſent into he "TP the 
Prince or Prack, the promiſed ME SS IAH, with 
VWhoſe life and doctrines I ſhall endeavour to make you 
_ acquainted; but it will be proper for you firſt to peruſt 
the following tables; which will aſſiſt your memory in 
che recolleQion of the principal revolutions which haps 
keen d the er kate. : 
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Davio, 
SOLOMON, 


After the death of the 
latter the tribes revolted, 
and formed two ſeparate 


ingdoms, 25 . 


3 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 


- Reigned. 
1 JEROBOAM 17) 
2 NA DAB we 8 
3 Baasa 24) > 
4 ELA 23218 
Tarr 718 
6 OMuRI 12 
HAD ,, 8 
8 AHBAZAIAH 2 
9 Joran 12] 
10 J EHVu NIE 
11 JEHoaHaz 17 f 
I2 JoasHn 16 
i3 jJeRoBoam II. 41 
An interregnum 
5 11 
14 ZECHARIAH 14 
SHALLUM, 118 


18 


MENAEZE U 10) 
17 PEKAIAH | 2 2 
18 PEkan 20 78 
An anarchy *g 1. 
19 Hos HEA 2 


In the reign of the laſt 


8 ng, the ten tribes, of 


92 


which the kingdom of Iſ- 
rael conſiſted, were taken 
by the Aſſyrians, and car- 
ried away captive. The 
kingdom of Judah, com- 
poſed of the tribes of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin, the Le- 
vites, and ſuch rèmnants o 


0 


T AENA R 8. 


| | the ten tribes as eſcaped 


118 JeHolacnim 11 years 


the captivity ſtill I ubſiſted, 
under the government of 
the following monarchs 


from the death of Solomon. | 4 
„ f 
it; IX. vn 
KINGS OF JUDAH, 2 
EKReigned. Es: 
1 REnoBoam 17 1 
2 ABIJAH 3 
3 As A I 
4 JEHOSHAPHAT25 
5 JoRam 4 
6 AHAZIAH 1 
7 ATHALIAH 6 
8 Joasn., 4015 
9 AMAZIAHK 29 8. 
10 UzzIan, 52 
11 JoTHAm 16 
12 A 1856 
13 HezEkilan 29 
| 14 MANASSsEH 55 
neee, 2 
I 16 Jostan 310 
17 JEHOAH AZ 3 mon. 


19 JEHOIACHIN 3 mon, 
20 ZEDEKIAH II years 
In the reign of the laf 
king, the kingdom of Ju- 
dah was ſubdued by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and carried 
away captive into Baby- 
lon. { 1 
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Pur, king of Afſyria,whoſ} 
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them and the people to de- 
part from their fins, and to 
promiſe bleſſings. to the 
faithful. 


Tz WN. 


divided into three parts, 
viz., Aſſyria, AST] 
and Media. t 


KINGS OF ASSYRIA. 
TicLaTH-PiLESAR, © 
SHALMANESAR, - 
SENNACHERIB, 
ESSAR-HADDON. 

The ten tribes were ſub- 
dued by Sennacherib, and 
carried away into a ſtrange 
land by Eſſar-haddon his 
ſon: ſeveral kings ſuc- 
ceeded theſe, but we read 
nothing of them in ſcrip- 
ture till the reign of Ne- | 
buchadnezzar, who led the 
king and people of Judah | 
into captivity, and alſo 
conquered Affyria, which 
was then added to the Ba- | 
bylonian empire. 

XI. 
PROPHETS. 


Jonan, 


AMOS, 


Hos EA, 
Isa1aHn, 
Mican, 
Nanvum, 

HAB BAK Uk, 
ZEPHANIAH, 


 Joxr, 


JeREMIAn, f 
Theſe were ſent during 
the reigns of the kings of 


to warn 


|; 


Theſe propheſied after 
the Jews were carried into 
captivity, 
ceaſed, They comforted 
the people during their ab- 
ſence from their own land,. 
and foretold their return, 


ance by the Meſſiah. 
3 


AND ASSYRIA, TO 
WHOM THE ISRAEL- 


JECTION. | 


| NEBUCHADNEZZaAR, 
EVTL-MERODHACH, 


| NERIGLISSAR, 


BELSHAZZAR. 


This laſt king was i ub- 
dyed by Cyrus, king of 
Perſia, who put an end to 
the Aſſyrian monarchy, and 
founded the Perſian. He 
permitted the Jews to re- 
turn to their own land, and 
be governed by their own 
law, but they were ſtill de- 


| pendant on Perſia. f 
| XIII. 


till prophecy 


and the fate of various na- 
tions; alſo a great deliver- 


ITES WERE IN SUB 
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S0GDIANVS, = E AY SA 34 


Daxtvs Noruvs, 
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2 


 ARTAXERXES Oenvs, Fe | 


ARSES, 
Daklus Copomanus. | 


This laſt king was van- 
Peel hy Alexander the 


reat, who put an end to 


' the Perſian monarchy, on 


the ruin of which aroſe the 


| fourkingdoms, Egypt, Sy- 


Grecian empire. After the 


ü death of Alexander, this 


was divided into 


ria, Aſia, Macedon. : 
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KINGS OF EGYPT,TO. 
WHOM. THE JEWS 
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TION IN CONSE-- 


QUENCE OH THE 
DIVISION. OF ALE X- 
ANDER?s:. KING- 
DOM. 


- PTOLEMY. SerERx, 
PTOLEMY PHLLADEL-, | 


' PHUS,. 
Prorzur . 


Fl 8 . 
KINGS OF PERSIA;TO' 
WHOM THE -ISRA-|: 


ProrEν.ñ PRILOu ETER, 
During the reign of the 
lat king; the land of Judea 
was annexed. to; the ing 
__ of Sor, 23 


' WHOM -THE JEWS 
\ WERE IN. SUBJEC- 
TIN. 


| | Eos his Great, 
[Ax rlochus Epipaancs, 


| AnTiocavs EvVPATER, 
| DzMETRIVS SOTER. 
In the reign of this king 


| with the Romans. 
ALEXANDER BELUs, 
DemeTRrIus NicCanos, 
AnTiocnus Tuzvs, 
TRYPHON, 
ANTIOCHUS-SIDETES, . 


- reſtored. 


| the Syrian og | 


1 XVI. 
ROMAN TRIUMVIRS 
ON WHOM THE 
EWS WERE DE- 
ENDENT. 
Pourzr the Great, 
Jurivs. Casar, aſter- 
. wards emperor, 
| Marc. AxTONY,. 
OcTAVIANUS, called af- 
terwards. 
Cxsan, Emperor. 
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| the. Jews made a league | 


DEMETRIUS Nic ANON 


In the reign of this king, 
John Hyrcanus ſhook off 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AVING. with che utmoſt care and attention 
K brought down. this work. to the time of our 
$aveour's birth, I muſt take a ſhort leave of my read. 


oth; as the New TeSTAMENT with Annotations is 


not yet ready for publication ; but I propoſe to com- 
plete it with as much expedition as is conſiſtent with the 
importance and difficulty of the undertaking. 

1 cadnot. cloſe this volume, without earneſtly entreat. 
ing thoſe perſons, Who have the care of youth, to favour 
My, deſign with their particular confederation: before they 
reject it as too voluminpus and expenſi ve; ſince it is 
evident, from the impiety and immorality of the age, 
that the uſual. methods of communicating the firſt prin- 
ciples af Chriſtianity to young minds, are frequently in- 
efteckual. Were the SCRIPTURES properly explained, 


and 5 offi tenth enforced in the courſe of education, they | 


would.infallibly produce the, moſt ſalutary and beneficial 
effects; as they contain a ſyſtem of morality derived 
from the fountain of divine truth, which would ſerve; 
a Rakdard whereby, to regulate, the judgment in other 
ſtudies, reſpeQing, the examples which are _ worthy of 
imitetion, ,and the, ſeatiments,which may be, ſafely 
adopted. An early acquaintance. with. thoſe glorious 
promiſes which give hopes of, gmmortal happineſs, and 
with thoſe heavenly precepts which inſtruct us how 
to obtain it, would ſurely be the beſt ſecurity againk 
the dangerous allurements of, a vicious and diſſipated 
waild: Thus infiradted, our Youth, ould, no longer 
fall an ealy prey t to the Infige], and th 


with e lips to derfde the ſacred. Wor]. of. God. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. | 
7 This work was compiled with à vieh t fidilitate the 
acquiſition of Chriſtian Knowledge in Schools 822 | 
ntion milies; without engroſſing the time 3 2 
" Our ployed in tlie attainment of Uallical a and other pol „ 
read- | accompliſhimients, or withbut interlüßein ” the per- 
ns is formance of domeſtic 'dutits. ©" The wag which! too | 
com- generally prevails, to the misſortune of. the ring ge- 
th the neration, of diſcontinuing che val ufe bf wie BI 121 4, 
will, I fear, doperats agdinſt me; büt thöft WG Ae 
rence the Scr TU, will pethaps't de dllesd to 
honour my performance with 4 plate At Nack dt 4 


School Librariesy and receive it as ali Humble ke 
to their Sunday evening's inſtruction. 4 009 a 1% Pay 


treat- 
avour 
e they 
it 13 


e age, Some perſons entertain an "idea, that every” Yell. 
: prin- gious work, intended for the "uſe of "young Headers, | 
tly in- ſhould be Sort and: conciſ but 11 I'may, \vithoit be. 

lained, ing thought arrogant, preſume on the Skperitiice of | 
„ they | many years, I will venture to ſay, that at aw 26% | 


children may be invited to Ae with Pleafurd on 

every part of /acred Hiſtory 5- nor do/1 believe it is poſt 
ſible to give them that love for divine ſubjects, which 
is neceſſary -in order to make their duty their delight; 
without a particular explanation of the great chain of 


ne ficial 
derived 
ſer ve d 
1 other 


rthy of 


„ ſafely events, from the creation” to the redemption by" mat 
Norious kind, as related in the Bryrz.“ TO a neglect of ch this 
eſs, and may reaſonably be impated the deplorable 1 ignorapce 
us how 


of numbers in ſpiritual concerns, who, in reſpect to. 


 againk human affairs, are well inſtructed. Y 

iſſipated I have already offered my reaſons far giving the 5 
longer i hiſtory in the very words of the inſpired writers, and Þ 

or dare hope 1 it will be found, from this circumſtante, prefer- | 

{Gol able to the uſual” fabſtitbres denominated Hifteries of 
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 #he Bille, ec. For sten admitting that compile. 


AHnitely ſhort of their divine original, degrade the ſub. 
ration can ſuit; and; by ſatisfying, cyrivlity, rather 


conduct it to them. 


| pleſſed SAVIOUR, 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


tions of this nature may be executed with the utmoſt 
elegance of human art, yet thi very beſt muſt fall in- 


lime ſabje&, which no language but that of holy inſpi- 
tend to draw the mind from the wann than to 


In ſelecting from the contents of 15 faorodt volume, 
J have attempted to diſplay /the infinite perfection of 
the divine attributes, as well as the peculiar beauty of 
the hiftorical parts of the Holy Scriptures, and their 
connection with the prophetic writings; do neceſſary 
t0-be'known, in order to the right.underſtanding of the 
doQrines of Chriſtianity z which I truſt will render it 
uſeful to ſuch perſons alſo as have not time to ſtudy 
larger works, er are 159 of the means of procur- 


ing them. 8 I ee 
In the An 10 bade e e dated to 


avoid whatever might tend to puzzle the mind, or raiſe 
Aoubts and objections. In the ſupplemental part I have 


carefully reftrained myſelf from expatiating too largely 
on the hiſtory of thoſe nations which were connected 
with the ' Jews, thinking it beſt to keep the attention 
fixed to the principal object. 

Accuſtomed to meet with- MPI from the can 
Aid public, I promiſe myſelf à continuance of it; ani 
mall exert my beſt endeavours to execute the ſublow 
guent part of this work in ſuch a manner, as to con 
vey 2 comprehenſive knowledge of the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, and the character and example of « 


+. Brentford, | * 
* 155 W 


